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HONORING DONALD E. ROSPERT, 
OHIO VETERANS HALL OF FAME 
INDUCTEE 

HON. JIM JORDAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, the Ohio Vet-
erans Hall of Fame will hold a ceremony in 
Dublin on November 9 to mark the induction 
of its 2017 class. I am honored to commend 
to the House one of these inductees: Donald 
E. Rospert of Bellevue. 

A graduate of Norwalk’s St. Paul High 
School and of Bowling Green State University, 
Mr. Rospert is a Marine Corps veteran of the 
Vietnam War. He speaks regularly at area 
schools to share his experiences in Vietnam 
and instruct students on proper flag etiquette 
and display. He also participates in the color 
guard during Bellevue High School’s home 
football games. 

He and his brother, Kenn, cofounded the 
Wounded Soldiers Fund in 2005 to help local 
families with loved ones injured in Iraq or Af-
ghanistan. The fund has aided more than a 
dozen area families. 

Donn and Kenn also designed, created, and 
secured funding for Bellevue’s Fallen Soldiers 
Memorial, and were instrumental in bringing 
The Wall That Heals (a traveling replica of the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial) to Bellevue for 
display this year. 

Mr. Rospert takes great pride in the work of 
the local branch of Big Brothers and Big Sis-
ters of America, with which he was affiliated 
for nearly two decades. He personally 
mentored several local youths and remains in 
contact with one to this day. 

Mr. Speaker, selection for the Hall of Fame 
is a high honor accorded to no more than 20 
Ohioans each year. To be considered for in-
duction, individuals must not only serve the 
nation honorably in the military but also reflect 
the high value of service to others in their 
post-military careers. 

I am pleased to join in the accolades for Mr. 
Donald E. Rospert and his outstanding record 
of service as he is inducted into the Ohio Vet-
erans Hall of Fame. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF THE 
JERIKOVSKY BROTHERS 

HON. JASON LEWIS 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Mr. LEWIS of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the service of the 
Jerikovsky brothers of South Saint Paul, Min-
nesota. These nine brothers, the sons of 
Jacob and Stephania Jerikovsky, served 
bravely in the United States’ Armed Forces 
during World War II and the Korean War, all 
of them returning home safely to their family. 

Emil, Nick, Jacob Jr., William, Robert, Earl, 
Edward, George, and Richard Jerikovsky all 
have the distinction of being a part of a re-
markable feat in U.S. military history. It is un-
precedented to have nine siblings from one 
family serve our country in the United States’ 
Armed Forces, and this feat speaks to their 
family’s patriotism and selflessness. 

These nine first generation Americans were 
all proud members of VFW Post No. 295 in 
South Saint Paul, Minnesota. The Jerikovsky 
brothers have made a positive impact on our 
community, state, and country, and we are for-
tunate to have such selfless citizens who 
make sacrifices to protect our freedoms. 

I know that the Jerikovsky brothers’ legacy 
of service to country and fellow man will in-
spire all Minnesotans and Americans. 

f 

ASIAN AMERICAN MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION 41ST ANNUAL GALA 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with sin-
cere admiration that I recognize the Asian 
American Medical Association, which hosts its 
41st Annual Gala on Saturday, November 11, 
2017, at Avalon Manor in Merrillville, Indiana. 
Each year, the Asian American Medical Asso-
ciation pays tribute to prominent, outstanding 
citizens and organizations for their contribu-
tions to the community. In recognition of their 
efforts, these honorees are awarded the pres-
tigious Crystal Globe Award. 

The Asian American Medical Association 
has been a tremendous asset to Northwest In-
diana. Its members have dedicated them-
selves to providing quality medical services to 
the residents of Northwest Indiana and have 
served their communities through many cul-
tural, scholastic, and charitable endeavors. 

At this year’s Annual Gala, the Asian Amer-
ican Medical Association will present the Crys-
tal Globe Award to one of Northwest Indiana’s 
finest citizens, Mr. Joseph Costanza. Mr. Co-
stanza began practicing law after graduating 
from the Northwestern University School of 
Law in 1961. Throughout his illustrious career, 
Mr. Costanza has served as counsel for many 
organizations including the East Chicago Eco-
nomic Development and Redevelopment Com-
missions, East Chicago Parks Department, 
Ogden Dunes Parks Department, and the 
former American Trust and Savings Bank of 
Whiting, Indiana. Mr. Costanza also served as 
special counsel for the Town of Ogden Dunes 
and as general counsel for the former First 
National Bank of East Chicago, Indiana. 

Mr. Costanza has volunteered much of his 
time and efforts to numerous charitable and 
civic organizations throughout the region, in-
cluding Calumet College of Saint Joseph, the 
East Chicago Chamber of Commerce, Saint 
Catherine Hospital, the Community Foundation 
of Northwest Indiana, the Indiana Historical 

Society, and the East Chicago Urban Enter-
prise Academy, to name a few. For his lifetime 
of dedication to the community of Northwest 
Indiana, Joseph is worthy of the highest 
praise. 

Joseph’s commitment to the community and 
his career is exceeded only by his devotion to 
his amazing family. He and his beloved wife, 
Aurelia, have four children, eight grand-
children, and two great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in com-
mending the members of the Asian American 
Medical Association, as well as this year’s 
Crystal Globe Award recipient, Mr. Joseph Co-
stanza. For his devotion to his remarkable ca-
reer and his outstanding service to the com-
munity of Northwest Indiana and beyond, Jo-
seph is most deserving of the honor bestowed 
upon him and serves as an inspiration to us 
all. 

f 

OPPOSING H.R. 2936, THE RESIL-
IENT FEDERAL FORESTS ACT 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
opposition to H.R. 2936, the Resilient Federal 
Forests Act of 2017. The fire season this year 
was devastating in Oregon and across the 
west. It destroyed forestland, reduced air qual-
ity, and left a lasting mark on our commu-
nities. Congress must increase funding for 
wildfire suppression and fire prevention ac-
tions on public lands. At the same time, Con-
gress can and must do this while maintaining 
foundational environmental laws. I cannot sup-
port this bill because it undermines the bed-
rock science-based decision-making proc-
esses undertaken by land management agen-
cies, and would make it more difficult for 
states to receive federal funding for wildfire 
disasters. 

I strongly support provisions in the bill that 
would find new and innovative ways to use 
wood as a building material for tall wood build-
ings. Cross-laminated timber and other inno-
vative wood products create sustainable build-
ing materials, generate more value from tim-
ber harvests, and translate into more jobs in 
rural Oregon and around the country. 

This legislation does not do enough to help 
communities fund wildfire suppression. It in-
cludes a process that would slow local access 
to much-needed funds, and it calculates fund-
ing without regard to true wildfire disaster 
needs. I joined my colleague, Congressman 
SCHRADER, in submitting an amendment that 
would address these problems and increase 
available funding for wildfire suppression. Un-
fortunately, the amendment was not accepted 
for floor consideration by the Rules Com-
mittee. 

I have heard from counties, families, teach-
ers, and school administrators in forest coun-
ties in my district who have told me they will 
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face great hardship if they do not receive the 
Secure Rural Schools payments they are 
owed. The last authorized Secure Rural 
Schools payment was distributed in FY 2016. 
Earlier this year, I joined my colleague Con-
gresswoman CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS in 
introducing bipartisan legislation to reauthorize 
the program through FY 2017. I am frustrated 
the majority did not use this opportunity to re-
authorize the Secure Rural Schools program 
and provide certainty to the forest counties 
who rely on these funds to educate students. 

I am also concerned that this bill limits pub-
lic participation in the management of public 
lands. It reduces the consideration of forest 
management alternatives to two options—ac-
tion or no action. It creates overly broad exclu-
sions for projects to skirt environmental review 
under the National Environmental Policy Act 
and the Endangered Species Act. In addition, 
it reduces opportunities for the public to en-
gage meaningfully in these decisions. As a 
former consumer protection attorney, I am 
concerned about the inclusion of an arbitration 
pilot program that would force many chal-
lenges to federal forest management decisions 
to go through an agency-run arbitration proc-
ess instead of through the judicial system. 

We must manage our federal forests better, 
but we can do so without including these 
harmful provisions. I urge my colleagues to 
come back to the table and develop a more 
appropriate and effective solution. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RACHEL CAR-
SON COUNCIL’S ‘‘BLAST ZONE’’ 
REPORT 

HON. JAMIE RASKIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the important work of the Rachel 
Carson Council (RCC). Based in Bethesda, 
Maryland, the RCC seeks to honor and pro-
mote the environmental ethic of former Silver 
Spring resident Rachel Carson by linking envi-
ronmental, health, and social policy solutions 
‘‘with the goal of building a more just, sustain-
able, and peaceful future.’’ 

The RCC has documented the political and 
economic forces propelling the Atlantic Coast 
Pipeline, while suggesting safer alternative so-
lutions to build a clean and reliable energy 
portfolio. The Atlantic Coast Pipeline is a pro-
posed $5.5 billion, 600-mile project to move 
the supply of natural gas fractured from the 
Marcellus and Utica Shale Basins in Ohio, 
West Virginia, and Pennsylvania to meet 
growing energy demand in Virginia and North 
Carolina. 

The RCC recently released a comprehen-
sive report entitled, ‘‘Blast Zone: Natural Gas 
and the Atlantic Coast Pipeline.’’ This report 
highlights the dangers of transporting natural 
gas and the underlying problems with existing 
natural gas fracturing methods, and it also 
questions the demand impetus for the project 
itself. Moreover, the report outlines serious at-
tendant environmental and health risks, which 
they allege disproportionately affect minority 
communities and people living below the pov-
erty line. For example, the RCC notes that in 
North Carolina, 30 out of 42 census tracts 
within one mile of the pipeline route have 

higher minority levels, and 27 out of 42 tracts 
have higher poverty levels than the state aver-
age. 

Natural gas has been touted as a bridge 
fuel, but RCC argues that methane leakage 
rates range from 3.8 percent to 12 percent, 
with methane nearly 100 times more effective 
at trapping heat in Earth’s atmosphere over a 
20-year lifecycle. With the methane leakage 
factored into an environmental analysis, RCC 
concludes that natural gas is even worse for 
the climate than coal, with a leakage rate of 
above 3.2 percent. 

The dangers of natural gas extraction and 
transportation were vividly illustrated by Cali-
fornia’s Aliso Canyon disaster, which spewed 
100,000 tons of methane into the atmosphere 
over a four-month period from 2015 into 2016. 
Unexpected earthquakes in Oklahoma have 
been attributed to fracking wastewater dis-
posal practices, a bizarre development which 
calls the lifecycle of the process’ ecological 
benefits into greater question. 

Mr. Speaker, it is becoming impossible to ig-
nore the imminent peril posed by natural gas 
extraction and transportation. I urge my col-
leagues to review the well-researched ‘‘Blast 
Zone’’ report produced by the RCC, and to 
come together across party lines to develop 
energy efficient policies that will protect our 
environment, our economy, and our collective 
future. 

f 

HONORING ROBERT L. SKEWES 
FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE NATION 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Robert Skewes upon his retirement 
from 481⁄2 years of honorable service to the 
United States Coast Guard, and this great na-
tion. 

Mr. Skewes has served as the Chief, Office 
of Work-Life, within the Coast Guard’s Health, 
Safety, and Work-Life Directorate, under the 
direction of the Assistant Commandant of 
Human Resources. In this role he established 
work-life policy and interpreted program stand-
ards for Coast Guard-wide implementation of 
a myriad of individual and family support serv-
ices. These services included health pro-
motion, food services, employee assistance, 
critical incident stress management, transition 
relocation assistance, personal financial man-
agement, adoption reimbursement, child and 
elder care, special needs for family members, 
family advocacy, addiction and substance 
abuse prevention, and sexual assault preven-
tion including response. 

Mr. Skewes is a 1973 graduate of the 
United States Coast Guard Academy. He 
began his Coast Guard career as an Engi-
neering Officer and Damage Control Assistant 
aboard the USCG Cutter Hamilton in Boston, 
Massachusetts. Following a tour at the Coast 
Guard Headquarters Office of Research and 
Development, and postgraduate training at the 
University of Michigan, he was assigned to the 
Third Coast Guard District Merchant Marine 
Technical Branch at Governor’s Island, New 
York, where he reviewed commercial vessel 
plans and specifications. In 1983, he was as-
signed to the Marine Inspection Office in New 

Orleans, Louisiana, where he served as a Ma-
rine Inspector and Investigator, Administrative 
Officer, and Training Officer. From 1987 to 
1990, Mr. Skewes was an instructor and As-
sistant Chief, Marine Safety Schools, at the 
Reserve Training Center in Yorktown, Virginia, 
where he was instrumental in the development 
and review of all marine safety program resi-
dent training. He served as the Executive Offi-
cer of the Marine Safety Office in Providence, 
RI, from 1990 to 1993, and as the Com-
manding Officer of the Marine Safety Office in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, from 1993 to 1995. 
From 1995 to 1999, as the Chief of the Office 
of Operating and Environmental Standards at 
Coast Guard Headquarters, Mr. Skewes was 
responsible for coordinating the development 
of international and domestic standards for 
personnel, vessels, facilities, hazardous mate-
rials, and environmental issues, and the activi-
ties of five industry Federal Advisory Commit-
tees. From 1999 to 2003, he served as the 
Chief, Office of Work-Life, the same position 
he currently holds. In July 2003, Mr. Skewes 
retired as a Captain following a 30-year career 
in the Coast Guard. From July 2003 to June 
2007, he served as the Chief, Shore Safety 
Division within the Office of Safety and Envi-
ronmental Health, at Coast Guard Head-
quarters, where he managed programs that fo-
cused on the safety concerns of personnel 
and their dependents that work and live at 
Coast Guard shore facilities as well as related 
safety concerns of personnel assigned to 
afloat units and aviation facilities. In this ca-
pacity, he provided oversight for a myriad of 
programs including risk management, emer-
gency preparedness and response (including 
occupant emergency plans), traffic safety (in-
cluding motor vehicles, motorcycles and 
trailering), fire prevention and safety, rec-
reational safety, personal risk management 
and systems safety. Mr. Skewes has a Mas-
ters Degree in Mechanical Engineering, and a 
Masters Degree in Naval Architecture and Ma-
rine Engineering, from the University of Michi-
gan. He also has a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Ocean Science from the U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 75TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF MAYPORT 

HON. JOHN H. RUTHERFORD 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Naval Station Mayport as it 
marks 75 years of service to the United States 
Navy and our nation. This base was born of 
necessity during World War II and has served 
the United States Navy and our country al-
most continuously since. Today, it is one of 
the Navy’s most valued and utilized military 
bases and is the country’s third-largest naval 
surface fleet concentration area in the United 
States. 

In April 1939, hearing that the Navy was 
looking to establish an aircraft carrier base on 
the East Coast of the United States, citizens 
of Duval County promised to purchase the 
land that would become home to Naval Sta-
tion Mayport and give it to the Navy. In July 
of that year they passed a bond that enabled 
them to solidify the purchase. In December 
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