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2017 WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
WINNER—TRACEE STACY

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 7, 2017

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Ms. Tracee Stacy of Vacaville,
California, who is committed to serving her
community and devotes her time to helping
those who are most vulnerable. Ms. Stacy
dedicates her time, talent, and expertise to im-
proving the lives of seniors throughout Solano
County. She works tirelessly to help particu-
larly disadvantaged seniors facing disabilities,
isolation, mental illness, and poverty. Ms.
Stacy is an integral part of Solano County’s
ability to provide services to seniors in need,
and her expertise is unparalleled. She is con-
tinuously working to make a positive difference
for seniors in her community.

Ms. Stacy is generous, passionate, dedi-
cated, and acts with integrity. She is full of
empathy and a fierce advocate for those in
need. Ms. Stacy has left an indelible mark on
senior services of Solano County, having al-
ready dedicated nearly 20 years of service
and advocacy to seniors, youth, and Solano
County. The positive difference Ms. Stacy has
made in her community cannot be overstated.

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF
MERCHANT’S GROCERY

HON. DAVE BRAT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 7, 2017

Mr. BRAT. Mr. Speaker, this year marks the
centennial of Merchant's Grocery. The store
has been a cornerstone of community for
Culpeper County and is worth taking the time
to recognize.

The store was founded in 1917 and is one
the few stores to make the transition from a
Mom and Pop grocery store to a modern food
service model without losing the culture and
atmosphere that has made it desirable.

Merchant’'s Grocery has remained unswerv-
ing in its care for its customers and employ-
ees. Their quality of service is what has al-
lowed them to last for 100 years and has kept
their customers loyal to their industry.

Businesses such as Merchant’'s Grocery are
a taste of an age gone by. These businesses
serve as a reminder of the importance of small
businesses and the crucial roles they play
within their communities.

Merchant's Grocery has been a servant to
Culpeper County, Shenandoah Valley, and the
area of Central Virginia for the past 100 years
and will continue to be a blessing to its em-
ployees and customers alike.

——
COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE PUBLIC

BROADCASTING ACT
HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, November 7, 2017

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, since its
inception, public broadcasting has truly re-
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mained both a national and local institution of-
fering educational programming for youth,
emergency communications, cultural pro-
grams, and providing for the unique broad-
casting needs of rural and small towns. In fact,
more than 170 million Americans rely on pub-
lic broadcasting every month.

Fifty years ago, the enactment of the Public
Broadcasting Act created the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting and led to the establish-
ment of the Public Broadcasting Service and
National Public Radio. Today, | commemorate
this law’s 50th anniversary signing and cele-
brate the critical services public broadcasting
continues to provide as America’s most trust-
ed source of news and information.

I's no surprise that an overwhelming major-
ity of Americans want to maintain or even in-
crease the federal contribution. That's why
Congress, time and time again, has committed
to funding public broadcasting through the ap-
propriations process. Each federal dollar dedi-
cated to public broadcasting leverages six pri-
vate dollars, usually voluntary contributions.

My colleague, RYAN COSTELLO, and | found-
ed the bipartisan Congressional Public Broad-
casting Caucus to unite Members of Congress
who understand that public broadcasting’s
mission is alive, well, and deserving of our
support. We’'ll continue working to highlight the
importance of the service, the needed federal
support, and the valuable contributions to our
citizenry.

———

HONORING LEMONT HIGH SCHOOL
FOR BEING NAMED A NATIONAL
BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 7, 2017

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Lemont High School for being hon-
ored with the prestigious 2017 U.S. Depart-
ment of Education National Blue Ribbon
School Award. The award was conferred
under the Exemplary High Performing Schools
category.

District Superintendent Mary Ticknor, School
Principal Eric Michaelsen, administrative staff,
and an amazing group of teachers are com-
mitted to Lemont High School’s mission for all
students to become life-long, independent
learners and productive citizens. To further the
mission, teachers are afforded the freedom to
take risks in the classroom, and the school en-
courages project-based learning with real-
world applications. In this environment, stu-
dents learn that success is open-ended and
further educational attainment requires per-
sistent hard work and self-improvement.

Lemont High School takes pride in pre-
paring students for their next steps in edu-
cation and future careers. This past school
year, Lemont students set two school records
with the largest number of students ever to
take at least one Advanced Placement exam
for college credit and the highest percentage
ever of those exams earning a passing score.
Lemont High School's diverse set of accom-
plishments, both in and out of the classroom,
speaks to the effort the school makes to
produce well-rounded young women and men.

The U.S. Department of Education estab-
lished the National Blue Ribbon Schools Pro-
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gram in 1982 to recognize public and private
schools with high or significantly improved
achievement. | am proud that Lemont High
School has been honored as one of these ex-
ceptional schools.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Lemont High School for this
impressive achievement, and recognizing the
teachers, administrators, students, parents,
and community for the hard work that they
have put in to earn this award.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. J. FRENCH HILL

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 7, 2017

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, | was absent from
the House and missed votes on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 31, and Wednesday, November 1, due
to a family commitment.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 591; YEA on Roll Call
No. 592; YEA on Roll Call No. 593; NAY on
Roll Call No. 594; NAY on Roll Call No. 595;
YEA on Roll Call No. 596; NAY on Roll Call
No. 597; YEA on Roll Call No. 598; and YEA
on Roll Call No. 599.

———

IN MEMORY OF STAFF SERGEANT
BRYAN C. BLACK

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 7, 2017

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of Staff Sergeant
Bryan Black, who was killed in action on
Wednesday, October 4, 2017 while defending
our nation as part of the 3rd Special Forces
Group in Africa. SSG Black was a true Amer-
ican hero and our thoughts and prayers go out
to his friends and family as they mourn the
loss of this great man.

Enlisting in the United States Army in Sep-
tember of 2009, SSG Black’s list of accom-
plishments runs long. After attending Special
Forces Assessment and Selection program,
he earned his Green Beret and was assigned
to 2nd Battalion, 3rd Special Forces Group.
He received numerous medals, including the
Purple Heart and Meritorious Service Medal.

Men and women like SSG Black represent
the best our nation has to offer. As a Special
Forces Medical Sergeant, he had undergone
some of the most intense training our military
has and emerged as a leader and role model.
His selflessness allows us to enjoy the bless-
ings of liberty that have persevered for well
over 200 years. When his country needed him
most, he stood ready to answer the call to
serve our great nation.

Leaving behind a wife and two sons, our
country can never repay the debt we owe to
SSG Black. He was a model citizen and sol-
dier whose legacy will live on forever. He will
always be remembered and | will do every-
thing in my power to honor his sacrifice.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in com-
memorating the life of Staff Sergeant Bryan C.
Black for his service to God and country.
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HONORING McCLURE JUNIOR HIGH
SCHOOL FOR BEING NAMED A
NATIONAL BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 7, 2017

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate McClure Junior High School in
Western Springs for receiving the prestigious
2017 U.S. Department of Education National
Blue Ribbon School Award. McClure Junior
High was recognized under the Exemplary
High Performing Schools category.

In 1982, the Department of Education estab-
lished the National Blue Ribbon Schools Pro-
gram to recognize a select group of public and
private schools with high or significantly im-
proved achievement. | am proud that McClure
has been honored as one of those exceptional
schools.

McClure’s mission statement is “Be respect-
ful, be responsible, and be safe.” Principal F.
Daniel Chick, his hard-working staff, and the
school's exceptional teachers do a fantastic
job perpetuating this motto by encouraging
students to help one another and build a foun-
dation of respect throughout the school com-
munity. After winning a National Blue Ribbon
School award in 2010, the staff at McClure
and in District 101 continued to strive for suc-
cess by developing a Professional Learning
Roadmap and undertaking a thorough stra-
tegic planning process.

McClure has promoted student ownership of
their education as well as various other pro-
grams to enrich students’ lives and provide for
a better school experience. A great partner-
ship with parents has also played an essential
role in the school’s success. Parent-run orga-
nizations such as the Parent Council and the
Spirit Club raise funds that directly impact the
lives of McClure students. | commend the
school for going above and beyond with their
offerings for students and | hope that other
schools will use them as an outstanding ex-
ample to follow.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing McClure Junior High School for
this significant achievement and congratulating
the teachers, administrators, parents, students
and community on a job well done.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 7, 2017

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | was not
present during Roll Call vote numbers 564,
565, 566, 567 and 568 on October 12, 2017,
because of a death in my family. Had | been
present, | would have voted: on Roll Call no.
564, | would have voted YES; on Roll Call
vote no. 565, | would have voted YES; on Roll
Call vote no. 566, | would have voted YES; on
Roll Call vote no. 567, | would have voted
YES; and on Roll Call vote no. 568, | would
have voted YES.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS OF THE NATIONAL
COMMITTEE TO PRESERVE 8O-
CIAL SECURITY AND MEDICARE
DURING ITS 35TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 7, 2017

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the National Committee to Preserve
Social Security and Medicare’s (NCPSSM)
35th anniversary on the day of its Anniversary
Open House. NCPSSM has played a critical
role in protecting Social Security and Medicare
for all Americans.

With the passage of Medicare in 1965 under
Title XVII of the Social Security Act, our coun-
try made a promise that seniors can age with
dignity and security after a lifetime of hard
work. As with the implementation of any his-
toric program, it's important that there are or-
ganizational watchdogs that ensure our gov-
ernment makes good on its promise to the
American people. There has been no group
more committed to protecting the tenets of So-
cial Security and Medicare than NCPSSM
over the past 35 years.

Founded in 1982 by Congressman James
Roosevelt, NCPSSM served as response to
proposed changes to Social Security and
Medicare during a time when 24/7 news pro-
grams did not exist and seniors needed to be
informed and mobilized. NCPSSM works side
by side with federal, state and local lawmakers
to protect and build on the safety net pro-
grams that Americans of all ages depend on.
Then, as it does now, the Committee provided
seniors with a way to organize and make their
voices heard by lawmakers as well as writing
highly regarded, in depth analysis on Congres-
sional legislation and Presidential Executive
Orders regarding Social Security, Medicare,
and the federal budget. These documents are
invaluable in helping everyday Americans un-
derstand the real impact that legislation will
have on their day to day life.

NCPSSM’s efforts have been instrumental
in passing bills that better the lives of seniors
and that protect Social Security and Medicare.
In 2016, the Committee and its members
fought hard to pass the “Older Americans Re-
authorization Act of 2016” which funds critical
services that keep older adults healthy and
independent, including job training, senior cen-
ters, benefits enrollment and caregiver sup-
port. Additionally, the Committee continues to
encourage Americans from all corners of the
country to participate in petitions, surveys and
phone banking, with a total of over 90 million
petitions and letters sent to Congress and the
President to date.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the National Committee to Pre-
serve Social Security and Medicare and its 35
years of success. Their advocacy has influ-
enced legislation that protects the programs
seniors and hardworking Americans depend
on.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SCOTT DesJARLAIS

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 7, 2017

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained due to a medical appoint-
ment. Had | been present, | would have voted
Yea on Roll Call No. 607, and Yea on Roll
Call No. 608.

——————

IN MEMORY OF SERGEANT FIRST
CLASS JEREMIAH JOHNSON

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 7, 2017

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of Sergeant First
Class Jeremiah Johnson, who was killed in
action on Wednesday, October 4, 2017 while
defending our nation as part of the 3rd Special
Forces Group in Africa. SFC Johnson was a
true American hero and our thoughts and
prayers go out to his friends and family as
they mourn the loss of this great man.

Enlisting in the United States Army in Octo-
ber of 2007, SFC Johnson’s list of accomplish-
ments runs long. He received numerous med-
als, including the Purple Heart and Meritorious
Service Medal.

Men and women like SFC Johnson rep-
resent the best our nation has to offer. As a
Chemical, Biological Radiological and Nuclear
Specialist, he had undergone some of the
most specialized training in our military and
emerged as a leader and role model. His self-
lessness allows us to enjoy the blessings of
liberty that have persevered for well over 200
years. When his country needed him most, he
stood ready to answer the call to serve our
great nation.

Leaving behind a wife and two girls, our
country can never repay the debt we owe to
SFC Johnson. He was a model citizen and
soldier whose legacy will live on forever. He
will always be remembered and | will do ev-
erything in my power to honor his sacrifice.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in com-
memorating the life of Sergeant First Class
Jeremiah Johnson for his service to God and
country.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 7, 2017

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained. Had | been present, |
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 607;
YEA on Roll Call No. 608; and NAY on Roll
Call No. 609.
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