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She consistently proves that she does not 

shy away from leadership roles. She is a val-
ued partner of the Solano Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, President and CEO of First 
Northern Bank. She serves as chairperson of 
the Solano EDC Board of Directors, and just 
completed her term as Chair of the California 
Bankers Association, making her the third 
woman to chair the association in the organi-
zations 125 years. Ms. Walker also serves on 
the national Board of Directors for the Amer-
ican Banker Association. 

Ms. Walker also lends her considerable 
leadership expertise to several nonprofit orga-
nizations. She serves on the boards for both 
Valley Vision and the Yolo Food Bank, is a 
former President of Soroptimist International of 
Dixon, and a member of the Dixon Rotary 
Club. With her extensive leadership experi-
ence and skills, as well as her commitment to 
serving her community, Ms. Walker is an out-
standing role model for women of every age. 
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RECOGNIZING ALL SAINTS’ EPIS-
COPAL CHURCH OF WOODHAVEN, 
QUEENS ON THEIR 120TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize All Saints’ Episcopal Church of 
Woodhaven, Queens on their 120th Anniver-
sary. This longstanding place of worship has a 
rich history as a congregation that embraces 
diversity and community service. 

All Saints held its first service and Sunday 
school at a store-front in Richmond Hill, 
Queens on November 26, 1897. Initial offer-
ings collected by the service totaled $22.00, 
which became the initial contribution towards 
the purchase of a permanent church. A few 
years later, the church laid its first cornerstone 
on Lefferts Blvd., where it served for more 
than a century. 

The Church has a long history of providing 
guidance and comfort to new arrivals and fam-
ilies faced with hardship. For decades, All 
Saints enjoyed the leadership of Rectors dedi-
cated to its parishioners and the greater com-
munity. Later on, the former St. Matthew’s 
Church, a beautiful gothic revival building be-
came its new home. 

Today, All Saints is a bedrock of the 
Woodhaven community. The Church continues 
to provide spiritual and physical comfort by of-
fering social and community services. Initia-
tives like the senior lunch program, youth 
projects, the St. Hilda’s Guild women’s out-
reach program, and the Community Cemetery 
Project all promote fellowship. 

Mr. Speaker, our churches, temples, and 
mosques are the cornerstones of our commu-
nities, the bedrock on which our faith, values, 
and sense of purpose rest. On this special oc-
casion of its 120th year anniversary, I con-
gratulate the All Saints Episcopal Church con-
gregation and wish them many more years of 
service. 

IN RECOGNITION OF JAMES 
JACKSON GAILEY 

HON. MARK WALKER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize an outstanding constituent, James 
Jackson Gailey from Guilford County. I am 
honored to acknowledge constituents who 
selflessly answered the call to serve and de-
fend our freedom. A United States Navy vet-
eran of World War II and member of the 
Greatest Generation, Mr. Gailey served his 
country with honor. Self-sacrifice, personal re-
sponsibility, and humility are traits this genera-
tion embodied. The tremendous strides our 
country has made since World War II are a di-
rect result of these great Americans. North 
Carolina is truly fortunate to have Mr. Gailey, 
an outstanding representative of our commu-
nity and country. 

I join with his family, friends, and the Sixth 
District in thanking James Jackson Gailey for 
his dedicated service to the United States of 
America. 
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RECOGNIZING NANCY WELLS 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Nancy Wells of Davis, California, 
who has dedicated her twenty-year career to 
education and exemplifies the true meaning of 
public servant, volunteer and advocate for 
school aged children, adults and senior citi-
zens in the community. 

Nancy was instrumental in implementing 
many innovative programs during her profes-
sional career. She instituted ‘‘Just for Kids,’’ a 
program that matched at risk elementary stu-
dents with adult volunteers, who would spend 
time helping students having difficulties with 
school subjects. She also started the ‘‘Latch 
Key Program’’ an afterschool program that 
provided a place for students to do their 
homework in a safe environment while their 
parents were at work. As director of Special 
Education, she was able to provide out-
standing programs for children with special 
needs offering them academic training at a 
level in which they would be successful. 

Nancy is also involved in various community 
organizations. She was a founding member of 
the Dixon Family Services agency, where she 
started a Grief Intervention Program for chil-
dren. She’s also a member of the Dixon Advo-
cates for Seniors as well as a member of Dix-
on’s Community Care Home Auxiliary. 

Nancy is considered a kind, compassionate 
and devoted person who is always willing to 
volunteer wherever she is needed. Nancy 
serves on the St. Peter’s parish leadership 
team and is a long-time community servant. 

BALFOUR DECLARATION 

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the centennial anniversary of 
the Balfour Declaration and the significance it 
played in the formation of the state of Israel. 

This significant sixty seven word statement, 
that carne to be known as the Balfour Dec-
laration, was the stepping stone in the ref-
ormation of a modern Jewish sovereign state. 
It was the first public recognition addressing 
the need to recognize the rebirth of a national 
home for the Jewish people and their historical 
link to the land of Israel. This concept was 
later reaffirmed by the international community 
at the Treaty of Sevres, San Remo, League of 
Nations and United Nations. This declaration 
represented the Jewish peoples’ strong desire 
to return to their eternal homeland. This deep 
passion gave the Zionist movement wide-
spread international recognition that few 
movements have ever seen. 

In 1922, the United States Congress passed 
a joint resolution, the Lodge-Fish Resolution, 
which committed the United States’ support of 
the establishment of a Jewish State, by repro-
ducing the exact text of the Balfour Declara-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, Israel has since become one 
of the United States’ greatest allies and hope-
fully the bond between our two great nations 
will only continue to grow stronger. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF WALTER 
SIMMONS 

HON. MARK WALKER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize an outstanding constituent, Walter 
Simmons from Guilford County. I am honored 
to acknowledge constituents who selflessly an-
swered the call to serve and defend our free-
dom. A United States Army veteran of World 
War II and member of the Greatest Genera-
tion, Mr. Simmons served his country with 
honor. Self-sacrifice, personal responsibility, 
and humility are traits this generation em-
bodied. The tremendous strides our country 
has made since World War II are a direct re-
sult of these great Americans. North Carolina 
is truly fortunate to have Mr. Simmons, an out-
standing representative of our community and 
country. 

I join with his family, friends, and the Sixth 
District in thanking Walter Simmons for his 
dedicated service to the United States of 
America. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MS. PATRICIA 
ZETAH 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Ms. Patricia Zetah of Vacaville, 
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California, who has dedicated many years to 
the public education system, continuing to vol-
unteer after her retirement. Ms. Zetah retired 
as a school principal from Travis Unified 
School District, having worked as a classroom 
teacher, reading specialist, program manager, 
and vice principal. During her time as a teach-
er, Ms. Zetah went above and beyond what 
was required of her. She served as a mentor 
to many new teachers and provided profes-
sional development workshops for others 
throughout the district and state. She served 
as President and board member of the Solano 
County Reading Association and to this day 
volunteers giving reading tests at Center Ele-
mentary School. 

Ms. Zetah currently serves as President of 
the local chapter of the Delta Kappa Gamma 
Honor Society for Women Educators, where 
she organizes charitable programs to benefit 
children’s education. For the past seven years 
she has worked with St. Mary’s Church and 
Vacaville Unified School District to put on Edu-
cation Forums where participating children re-
ceive free books. Ms. Zetah is so devoted to 
this project that she has donated hundreds of 
her own books. 

Through both her career and her volunteer 
work, Patricia Zetah has demonstrated her 
dedication to children’s education. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PAT GREGG 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Pat 
Gregg of Council Bluffs, Iowa who recently re-
tired from the Council Bluffs Fire Department 
after 25 years of service to his community. Pat 
joined the Council Bluffs Fire Department on 
August 31, 1992. 

Council Bluffs Fire Chief Justin James said, 
‘‘Pat was one of the first firefighters I pro-
moted to Captain when I became Chief, be-
cause his patient care always went the extra 
mile.’’ Pat served as a paramedic and fire-
fighter during his career. Pat said he has seen 
many changes in the Fire Department through 
the years but one thing that did not change 
was that the men and women of the Fire De-
partment are still dedicated to the community. 

Mr. Speaker, Pat has made a difference by 
helping and serving others and it is with great 
pride that I recognize him today. I ask that my 
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating him for 
this momentous occasion and in wishing him 
nothing but the best in his retirement. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF BOB WIL-
LIAMS AND RANCH HANDS RES-
CUE 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Bob Williams and the non-profit ani-
mal rescue and counseling center he founded 
as Ranch Hands Rescue in Argyle, Texas. 

Founded in 2008, Ranch Hands Rescue 
came to life as an outcome of a year-long re-
covery from a debilitating stroke Bob had suf-
fered. With his background as a Motorola ex-
ecutive and a challenging recovery process, 
Bob was inspired with the recognition of the 
need for rescuing animals that would other-
wise be euthanized. Rescuing the worst-of-the 
worst farm animal abuse and neglect cases, 
Ranch Hands Rescue was initially envisioned 
as a place that would provide a loving, caring 
and safe sanctuary to the animals that cannot 
be adopted due to special care needs. 

Through his own experience with the res-
cued animals, Bob realized the therapeutic im-
pact they could also have on mental health. In 
2010 he started the Ranch Hands Rescue 
Equine and Animal Assisted Couseling 
(EEAC) program. Through the work of animal 
partners and Licensed Professional Coun-
selors, Ranch Hands Rescue provides hope 
and healing for children, women, veterans and 
others suffering from painful mental health 
symptoms brought on by sexual assault, phys-
ical abuse, domestic violence, and other trau-
matic life experiences. In relating with the trau-
ma experienced by the rescued animals at 
Ranch Hands Rescue, clients of the non-profit 
from across the entire Dallas/Ft Worth 
metroplex benefit from the unique trauma-in-
formed animal assisted psychotherapy pro-
vided by highly-trained Licensed Professional 
Counselors. 

Thanks to the commitment and ongoing 
passion for rescuing abused and neglected 
farm animals that would otherwise be consid-
ered ‘‘throw aways,’’ Ranch Hands Rescue is 
‘‘animals helping people and people helping 
animals’’ to provide a special sanctuary for 
healing in the heart of Texas 26th Congres-
sional District. 

f 

HONORING LANDON VRANES 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 6, 2017 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Landon Vranes, a 10-year-old Albuquerque 
student who represents the spirit of learning 
and innovation. As a 5th grade student, 
Landon has dedicated much of his time learn-
ing about, and building robots. 

Landon recently built a robot that is able to 
solve any combination of the popular Rubik’s 
Cube puzzle. His creation was part of a class 
project led by Albuquerque Public Schools 
teacher, Ms. Amy Nevitt. Landon’s robot was 
featured during recent TV news broadcasts, 
which highlighted his passion for technology 
and robotics. 

During an interview with KOB–4, Landon ex-
plained, ‘‘Any scramble out of the 43 quintillion 
can be solved in 20 moves or less and it’s try-
ing to find out the quickest possibility.’’ 

As the home to three federal research lab-
oratories and distinguished research univer-
sities, New Mexico has a reputation for fos-
tering innovation and exploration. It is my 
hope that students like Landon Vranes con-
tinue to have opportunities to thrive and suc-
ceed in New Mexico. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to congratulate 
Landon on this achievement and wish him all 
the best in his future scientific endeavors. 

TRIBUTE TO TONI URBAN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Toni 
Urban, for being named a 2017 Women of In-
fluence honoree by the award-winning central 
Iowa Publication, Business Record. 

For 18 years, the Business Record has un-
dertaken an exhaustive annual review to iden-
tify a standout group of women who have 
made a significant difference in business, 
civic, and philanthropic endeavors throughout 
the Greater Des Moines Area. 

Almost 50 years ago, Toni and her husband 
Tim decided to plant their roots in Des 
Moines. During that time Toni has been a 
leader in the greater Des Moines area, volun-
teering her time and talents to organizations 
she believes in. Her most recent volunteer 
work has been on the board of the Food Bank 
of Iowa, a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
combatting food insecurity across the entire 
state of Iowa. They are currently working to 
expand their operations, and Toni has taken a 
lead role in raising the $8 million dollars nec-
essary to upgrade their facilities. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
Iowans like Toni in the United States Con-
gress and I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating her for receiving this es-
teemed designation, thank those at Business 
Record for their great work, and in wishing 
Toni nothing but the best. 

f 

HONORING JOSEPH M. MCDADE 

HON. TOM MARINO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize former Congressman Joseph 
McDade, who passed away on September 24, 
2017, at the age of 85. 

Mr. McDade, a Republican, represented 
Pennsylvania’s 10th district from January 3, 
1963 to January 3, 1999, the same district that 
I have the honor of representing. 

Mr. McDade served on the House Appro-
priations Committee, where he served as the 
vice chairman of the full committee, and chair-
man of the Energy and Water Development 
Subcommittee. 

He was born in Scranton, Pennsylvania and 
went on to graduate from the University of 
Notre Dame and received his LLB from the 
University of Pennsylvania. He founded his 
own law practice in 1957 and was elected 
Scranton City Solicitor in 1962. 

Mr. McDade worked tirelessly to bring fed-
eral resources to northeast Pennsylvania, cre-
ate jobs, improve the environment, and to im-
prove education. Most notably, Mr. McDade 
was pivotal in establishing the Delaware Water 
Gap National Recreation Area as well as the 
creation of the Steamtown National Historic 
Site. 

Mr. McDade was a tremendous public serv-
ant and advocate who had a positive impact 
on thousands of people. He dedicated 36 
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