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solutions to address environmental concerns.
It is a priority of mine to have all members
recognize the impacts of climate change and
our role to leave a cleaner planet for our chil-
dren and grandchildren. | am committed to en-
suring energy independence for our country
and North America and ensuring that the use
of renewable energy gains a larger share of
our overall energy production.
——
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Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Jeannie Klever, who has an ex-
tensive record of service in Sutter County,
California, which she has called home for the
past 27 years. Jeannie embodies the qualities
of a community activist and public servant,
and we are proud to honor her today. Growing
up in the 60’s, Jeannie experienced a mixture
of gender and racial inequalities which influ-
enced and shaped her career choices. Her ac-
tivism began at an early age when during
school she protested an end to the Vietham
War. She also advocated for more on-site tu-
tors for students of color and when met with
opposition, Jeannie volunteered as a tutor
through the rest of her school years. She
strongly believes education was and remains
the path out of poverty.

Jeannie’s desire to help families with special
needs children was due to the challenges her
family endured after her brother was diag-
nosed with severe autism. She operated a
Family Resource Center that delivered support
services and resources to families of low in-
come and special needs adults and children.
She taught self-advocacy for the local school’s
individualized education programs and medical
service needs students.

Jeannie’s community and public service in-
volvement is extensive. Jeannie has been a
member of and continues to support several
nonprofit organizations. For the past 15 years,
she has sponsored an annual Art Contest for
Sutter Union High School students. In 2008,
Jeannie joined the local Democratic Party’s
central committee as a way to increase com-
munity engagement where she served three
terms. In 2013, Jeannie joined the U.S. House
of Representatives as my district representa-
tive serving Yuba and Sutter counties until her
recent retirement.

Jeannie continues to volunteer in the com-
munity and helps families in need when she
can. Jeannie has learned to appreciate the art
culture and enjoys mixed media arts as a way
to relax. She and her husband Dale are enjoy-
ing family time with their children and two
grandchildren.

TRIBUTE TO DAVID MAXWELL
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 2, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate David
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Maxwell of West Des Moines, lowa for being
named one of West Des Moines Chamber’s
Citizens of the Year for 2017.

The West Des Moines Chamber every year
recognizes a Citizen of the Year, a community
member who “demonstrates an unparalleled
dedication to service and general betterment
of the community.” David is the Associate
Principal at Valley High School in West Des
Moines, a role he has served in since 2005.
Over the past year, David, along with Clinical
Social Worker Mark Hillenbrand, helped to or-
ganize several West Des Moines equity, diver-
sity and multicultural discussions, bringing to-
gether the community and students to tackle
educational inequality and ensure that all stu-
dents have equal opportunities to have a qual-
ity education.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to represent com-
munity leaders like David in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize him today. | ask that my colleagues in
the United States House of Representatives
join me in congratulating David for this out-
standing recognition and in wishing him noth-
ing but continued success.

———

HONORING MOISES LOZA

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 2, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the retirement of
Moises Loza.

Moises Loza grew up in South Texas in a
migrant farmworker family. During his child-
hood, he traveled with his family throughout
the South, Midwest and West coast in search
of farm-work. His first-hand experience of how
hard families work to survive in this country is
the perfect example of the families residing in
Mississippi’s Second Congressional District.

In fact, while Loza served as Executive Di-
rector of the Housing Assistance Council—a
national nonprofit corporation that works to in-
crease the availability of decent housing for
rural low-income people—he ensured the or-
ganization provided technical assistance, train-
ing and research to assist with housing devel-
opment for low-income and hard-working fami-
lies residing in the lower Mississippi Delta.
Loza also serves in leadership roles on many
housing related organizations.

Currently, he serves as chairman of the
Rural Development Leadership Network and
treasurer of the National Low Income Housing
Coalition. He also serves on the board of di-
rectors for the National Community Reinvest-
ment Coalition, the National Housing Con-
ference, the National Rural Housing Coalition,
and the Morgan Stanley Advisory Committee.

His selfless work to provide housing oppor-
tunities for families in need is something that
we all should celebrate.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing a great public servant, Moises
Loza, for his work to provide equal and fair
housing.
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HON. ANTHONY G. BROWN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 2, 2017

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speaker, | re-
grettably voted incorrectly on November 1,
2017 during Roll Call No. 596, the Pearce
Amendment No. 7 to H.R. 2936.

| inadvertently voted AYE when | meant to
vote NAY on Roll Call No. 596.

———

2017 WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
WINNER—CATHERINE MORRIS

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 2, 2017

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Ms. Catherine Morris, who has
dedicated her 30 years in Dixon, California to
serving her community. As the pastor of the
Dixon United Methodist Church, she has had
countless opportunities to serve her congrega-
tion as well as the community as a whole.
Outside of her role as pastor, her passion has
been serving the youth of the Dixon commu-
nity. Through her work with Dixon Family
Services, Dixon Advocates for Children, and
the Safe Schools Task Force, Ms. Morris
works to keep the youth in her community
safe and provide them with opportunities for
success.

Ms. Morris’ leadership also extends to Dix-
on’s senior communities. She is an advocate
for securing affordable senior housing and
adequate senior transportation services. Her
support for senior programs in her community
is ongoing, and she regularly assists seniors
in finding the programs and services which
can best serve their needs.

Ms. Morris is a devoted servant to the peo-
ple of Dixon. Anyone who knows her will tell
you that her generous spirit, endless energy,
and genuine warmth make her a beloved and
respected member of the Dixon community.

———

TRIBUTE TO EAGLE SCOUT COLE
NICHOLSON

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 2, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Cole
Nicholson of Bondurant, lowa for earning the
rank of Eagle Scout.

The Eagle Scout designation is the highest
advancement rank in scouting. Approximately
two percent of Boy Scouts earn the Eagle
Scout Award. The award is a performance-
based achievement with high standards that
have been well-maintained over the past cen-
tury.

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout
is obligated to pass specific tests that are or-
ganized by requirements and merit badges, as
well as completing an Eagle Scout Project to
benefit the community. For his project, Cole
saw a need for exercise stations, consisting of
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items like bars, boxes, and balance beams,
around Lake Petocka in Bondurant. After
going through the approval process with the
city and raising the $1,600 from friends and
local organizations, Cole led a team that in-
stalled the equipment last October, and has
already seen people using them. He com-
pleted his Eagle Scout journey at the young
age of 14, years younger than most Eagle
Scouts earn their ranking. The work ethic Cole
has shown in his Eagle Scout Project and
throughout his scouting career speaks vol-
umes about his commitment to serving a
cause greater than himself and assisting his
community.

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young
man and his supportive family and community
demonstrates the rewards of hard work, dedi-
cation, and perseverance. | am honored to
represent Cole and his family in the United
States Congress. | ask that my colleagues in
the United States House of Representatives
join me in congratulating him on obtaining the
Eagle Scout ranking and in wishing him noth-
ing but continued success in his future edu-
cation and career.

HONORING SCOTT RASMUSSEN

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 2, 2017

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Scott Rasmussen, an important
member of my team for many years who will
be leaving my office after this week to travel
and pursue his varied interests.

Scott is a native Californian who graduated
from Brown University in 2010, then returned
to the Bay Area where he worked in the areas
of law and technology. | was soon fortunate to
have him join my campaign team, where he
demonstrated the confidence, intellectual curi-
osity, diligence, and political instincts that have
served him so well over the years | have
known him—and which | am sure will continue
to bring him success in the future.

Scott helped to form the initial core of my
congressional staff in 2013, showing a willing-
ness to pitch in and cover any topic that was
thrown to him, from answering phones to tack-
ling policy questions. Over the ensuing years,
Scott has taken on new roles and regularly
delivered results for my constituents and the
planet. Notable successes include the pas-
sage of the Point Reyes Coast Guard Housing
Conveyance Act, which will allow a former
property in West Marin to be repurposed as
affordable housing and community space, and
his work on our successful bipartisan effort to
strike a nearly half-century old congressional
earmark that cost taxpayers millions of dollars
each year to ship Pennsylvania coal 3,000
miles to American bases in Germany.

With diligence and finesse, Scott has helped
to develop a number of key legislative initia-
tives, and his intellect and maturity have al-
lowed me to entrust him with sensitive foreign
policy matters as well. Major projects have in-
cluded my work to expand broadband access
to rural communities, and our ongoing efforts
to make sure that homeowners are protected
from an unexpected tax bill when they work to
reduce water use. Finally, he has worked on
the tribal policy portfolio that is a priority in my
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office, helping to devise several complex and
meaningful bills for the tribal members | rep-
resent.

For six years | have had the benefit of
Scott's good work, and | am deeply appre-
ciative. Along with my family and my staff, |
wish Scott the best of luck as he moves on
the next phase of his career.

———

2017 WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
WINNER—CHRISTINE PONCE

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 2, 2017

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Ms. Christine Ponce of Wood-
land, California, who has dedicated 27 years
to California’s agricultural industry. She has
worked cultivating many crops, ultimately be-
coming California’s first female rice miller. In
that role she managed many facets of rice
production, ensuring that the plant operated at
full capacity. In her 27 year career she over-
came many challenges—from low wages to
serious injury—and inspired many women that
they too could pursue a career once consid-
ered only for men.

A proud descendent of a Bracero, Ms.
Ponce has strong ties to the California agricul-
tural community. In her time as a rice miller
she helped advocate for the rights of agricul-
tural workers by serving the local chapter of
the International Longshore and Warehouse
Union. In addition to working long, demanding
hours, she took time to serve as a secretary
for the ILWU Local 150. Ms. Ponce’s long and
distinguished career has demonstrated her de-
votion to California’s vibrant agricultural com-
munity.

————————

HONORING CORPORAL PETE
ARANDA, JR., U.S. ARMY

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 2, 2017

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Corporal Pete Aranda, Jr., U.S.
Army, a decorated soldier from Round Rock,
TX. In all aspects of life, CPL Aranda goes be-
yond the call of duty. It is my honor to award
him the Congressional Veteran Commenda-
tion.

CPL Aranda enlisted in the Army in 1988
and served a short stint in the 3/64 Armor, 3rd
Infantry Division in Germany. He then de-
ployed in the spring of 1991 as a medic to
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, and Kuwait. As testa-
ment to the quality of his service, CPL Aranda
received numerous medals and commenda-
tions, including the Combat Field Medical
Badge, Expert Field Medical Badge, Army
Commendation Medal, National Defense
Medal, and two Southwest Asia Campaign
Medals. A true patriot, Corporal Aranda contin-
ued to honorably serve after his discharge
from active duty as a Respiratory Therapist at
the 349th General Hospital, U.S. Army Re-
serve.

In 1995, CPL Aranda returned home to Port
Arthur, Texas where he worked for the Beau-
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mont Health Department. In civilian life, CPL
Aranda has served those around him with
boundless altruism. His commitment to his
community can be seen through his involve-
ment in and leadership of many organizations,
including the Greater Houston Red Cross,
Camp Allen, the Talking Book Program and
the Texas Stream Team. CPL Aranda’s tire-
less efforts have touched the lives of many
and have helped make Central Texas a place
people are proud to call home.

A reflection of the best values of our nation,
CPL Aranda’s service to his community and
country has made a resounding impact on
those around him. | thank CPL Pete Aranda,
Jr., a leader with a servant's heart, for his
dedication and service.

TRIBUTE TO CARRIE SMITH

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 2, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Carrie
Smith from Summerset Winery in Indianola,
lowa for being named the 2017 “Winemaker
of the year” by the lowa Wine Growers Asso-
ciation.

Carrie has spent the last 10 years working
at Summerset Winery, serving as winemaker
and vineyard manager. She is responsible for
making over 20 different wines every year.
Carrie has been recognized at the local and
national level for her winemaking prowess,
winning the Dick Peterson award for best lowa
wine twice, along with numerous gold medal
wines and other awards.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to represent
Carrie, and lowans like her, in the United
States Congress and it is with great pride that
| recognize her today. | ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Carrie
for this outstanding recognition and in wishing
her nothing but continued success.

—

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY
1LT ROBERT CHARLES ONETO-SI-
KORSKI

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 2, 2017

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of fallen Mississippi
soldier Army First Lieutenant (1LT) Robert
Charles Oneto-Sikorski who gave his life while
in service to our great nation on October 31,
2005, during Operation Iragi Freedom. 1LT
Oneto-Sikorski was killed when an improvised
explosive device detonated near his dis-
mounted patrol in Iskandariyah, Iraq. 1LT
Oneto-Sikorski was assigned to the 1st Bat-
talion, 155th Infantry, Mississippi Army Na-
tional Guard, Biloxi, Mississippi.

1LT Oneto-Sikorski was born on September
I, 1972, in New Orleans, Louisiana, but called
Bay St. Louis his home. According to the As-
sociated Press, while 1LT Oneto-Sikorski was
serving in Irag, his home was flooded from the
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