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HONORING THE RECIPIENTS OF 

THE 2017 ASIAN-AMERICAN 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE EXCEL-
LENCE AWARDS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 1, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the Asian-American Chamber of Com-
merce and the recipients of the 2017 Excel-
lence Awards. 

The Asian-American Chamber of Commerce 
(AACC) is dedicated to improving economic 
development opportunities for Asian Pacific 
American-owned businesses in the Wash-
ington, DC, region. Northern Virginia has a ro-
bust international business community and is 
home to the largest concentration of minority- 
owned technology firms in the nation. 

The AACC and its members contribute 
greatly to our regional culture as well as to our 
economic strength and stability. In fact, Asian- 
American businesses generate more than 52 
percent of total revenues generated by all mi-
nority owned businesses in this region. In Fair-
fax County, approximately 25,000 businesses 
are Asian-owned and generate approximately 
$9 billion in annual revenue, creating 54,000 
jobs. 

Each year, the AACC recognizes individ-
uals, businesses and non-profit organizations 
that have made extraordinary contributions to 
the Metropolitan Washington community and 
economy. I am pleased to include in the 
RECORD the names of the following recipients 
of the 2017 Excellence Awards: 

Member of the Year: Stephanie Shei. 
Business of the Year: University of North 

America, State Farm. 
Young Professional of the Year: Jhenileen 

Libongco. 
Citizen/Company of the Year: Jon Peterson, 

The Peterson Company. 
Non-Profit of the Year: AAPIVote. 
Asian-American Business Leader: Dr. 

James S.C. Chao, The Foremost Group. 
New Business of the Year: Logos 

Briosystems. 
Chamber Partner: Central Intelligence Agen-

cy, Corner Media, MGM. 
Mentorship Award: Dr. Gary Jones, Youth 

for Tomorrow. 
Community Leader: Christina Chang, Chiling 

Tong. 
Entrepreneurship of the Year: Terry Hsaio, 

Hook Mobile, Inc. 
Chairman and President’s Award: Haiwen 

Mackleer, Capital Bank. 
Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 

me in congratulating the recipients of the 2017 
Excellence Awards and in commending the 
AACC for its work to support all Asian-Amer-
ican owned businesses throughout our region. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL 
HOSPICE AND PALLIATIVE CARE 
MONTH AND WEST VIRGINIA 
CARING 

HON. DAVID B. McKINLEY 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 1, 2017 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
call attention to November as being National 

Hospice and Palliative Care Month and to rec-
ognize a passionate steward of a non-profit 
hospice—West Virginia Caring. 

Under the leadership of Ms. Malene Davis, 
West Virginia Caring’s hospice and palliative 
care has helped citizens in 12 counties re-
ceive attentive and respectful care. As we 
consider the importance of compassionate and 
dignified care during one’s end of life, we must 
protect the fair and adequate compensation 
for non-profit hospice and palliative care pro-
vider organizations. I continue to be vigilant of 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Serv-
ices as well as the intermediary contractors 
who review and recommend reimbursement 
rates on a case-by-case basis. For our fami-
lies, friends and the American people, this is 
an important aspect of our healthcare respon-
sibility. 

During this month, I call particular attention 
to the many physicians, nurses, caregivers 
and volunteers who offer invaluable patient 
service under the Medicare Hospice Benefit. I 
thank them for their skills and for their com-
passionate care. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ANNANDALE CHRIS-
TIAN COMMUNITY FOR ACTION 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 1, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the Annandale Christian Community for 
Action (ACCA) on the occasion of its 50th an-
niversary. In 1967, Fred and Emily Ruffing re-
alized that there was a great need for 
childcare services for low-income and working 
poor families who did not qualify for sub-
sidized daycare. They decided that they need-
ed to take action to address this problem so 
they organized a meeting with representatives 
from eight local churches to set up a day care 
center and ACCA was born. 

Since 1967, ACCA has continued to grow 
not only in size but in the number of services 
provided. What began as a group of eight 
churches 50 years ago has grown to 26 mem-
ber congregations. ACCA has also partnered 
with the Fairfax County Department of Neigh-
borhood and Community Services (NCS) and 
its services and programs as well as the 
model of faith community and government 
partnership begun by ACCA has been rep-
licated all throughout Fairfax County. 

ACCA gives back to the community in a va-
riety of ways. The Child Development Center 
(CDC) provides both developmental childcare 
and early childhood education to over 200 tod-
dlers, preschoolers and infants. The ACCA 
Pantry collects from churches, schools, com-
munity groups and local businesses and deliv-
ers food and other necessities on an emer-
gency basis to area households. ACCA’s 
Emergency Assistance program handles finan-
cial emergencies such as payment for rent, 
utilities, prescription drugs, and minor car re-
pairs for low-income families who have few re-
sources to fall back on in a time of crisis. 

The 26 partner ministries provide a safety 
net while the families recover stability. Fur-
niture ministry volunteers collect and distribute 
gently used furniture to needy recipients, while 
volunteers from the Transportation ministry 

provide rides to medical appointments. Meals 
on Wheels volunteers deliver meals every 
weekday to elderly residents who cannot fend 
for themselves. ACCA volunteers also spend a 
Saturday in April repairing houses—more than 
110 homes have been repaired or rehabili-
tated since 1990. With the exception of the 
CDC, all of these services are provided by vol-
unteers. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking the staff and volunteers of ACCA 
and in congratulating them on this incredible 
milestone. Civic engagement is the foundation 
of a healthy community, and Fairfax County 
residents enjoy an exceptional quality of life 
due in part to the efforts of these individuals. 
Their contributions have been a great benefit 
to our community and truly merit our highest 
praise. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 1, 2017 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day, October 31, I was unable to be in Wash-
ington and missed Roll Call vote No. 591, To 
amend the Farm Security and Rural Invest-
ment Act of 2002 to include South Carolina as 
a part of the Virginia/Carolina peanut pro-
ducing region for purposes of appointment to 
the Peanut Standards Board. Had I been 
present, I would have voted yes. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MARY BETH COYA 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 1, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize someone who has had a profound im-
pact on the Northern Virginia community, Ms. 
Mary Beth Coya. I have been proud to partner 
with Mary Beth on many issues of importance 
to the residents of Northern Virginia and the 
quality of life we enjoy, and I consider her a 
good friend. This year marks 30 years since 
Mary Beth Coya began her career with the 
Northern Virginia Association of Realtors 
(NVAR), beginning in 1987 as a Legislative 
Assistant. During her career, she has steadily 
advanced and currently serves as the Senior 
Vice President of Government and Public Af-
fairs for NVAR. 

Prior to joining NVAR, Mary Beth began her 
career as a staff member with the Virginia 
House of Delegates Appropriations Committee 
in Richmond. From there she took her passion 
for advocacy to the private sector, where she 
lobbied at both the state and federal levels for 
a variety of associations and companies. 
Throughout her career, Mary Beth has used 
her knowledge and experience to advocate for 
policies that would improve the lives of the 
members of her community. This has perhaps 
most been felt in the area of transportation, 
where she serves as a member of the Board 
of Directors for the Northern Virginia Transpor-
tation Alliance (NVTA), a business-citizen coa-
lition focused on advancing highway and tran-
sit projects of major importance to the region. 
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I have worked with Mary Beth and the 

NVTA on efforts to construct the Silver Line 
Metrorail extension and the establishment of 
the Virginia Railway Express commuter rail 
system. In fact, NVTA was the first private 
sector organization to call for a dedicated 
funding source for Metro, which is a goal that 
I share. 

Mary Beth’s career with NVAR and her role 
as a Board Member for the Northern Virginia 
Transportation Alliance are inextricably inter-
twined. At NVAR, she has been an experi-
enced and expert advocate for the advance-
ment of major legislation in the Common-
wealth of Virginia. She was instrumental in ob-
taining dedicated regional and statewide trans-
portation funding and has a passion for pro-
tecting the real estate industry. Due to her 
strong relationships with elected leaders at all 
levels of government and her extensive histor-
ical knowledge of the region, she has been an 
effective voice in ensuring that Northern Vir-
ginia remains one of the best places in the 
country in which to live, work, play, and raise 
a family. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Mary Beth Coya on the occa-
sion of her 30th Anniversary with the Northern 
Virginia Association of Realtors and in com-
mending her for her dedication to the better-
ment of our region. I am pleased to have had 
the opportunity to partner with her and NVAR 
on numerous issues and I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with her going forward. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DEIDRE DEJEAR 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 1, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Deidre 
DeJear on being named the Iowa Small Busi-
ness Administration Minority Business Cham-
pion of the Year. 

Each year, during National Small Business 
Week, the Iowa Small Business Administration 
announces winners of the Iowa Small Busi-
ness Week Awards. Deidre is the president of 
the business marketing company Caleo Enter-
prises. She’s also a passionate advocate for 
low- to moderate-income individuals and fami-
lies, helping to strengthen their financial op-
portunities and knowledge. She led the United 
Way of Central Iowa’s Financial Capability 
project, where since 2012 over 20,000 people 
have gained access to financial systems and 
improved their financial management skills. 
Deidre has created several programs to pro-
vide financial and business education in Cen-
tral Iowa, among which three ‘‘boot camps’’ 
have seen 1,300 people come and learn about 
finances, business and non-profits. 

Mr. Speaker, strong communities are built 
upon people like Deidre, who go above and 
beyond their own self-interests and devote 
their time and energy to helping others. It is 
an honor to represent leaders like her in the 
United States Congress and it is with great 
pride that I recognize her today. I ask that all 
of my colleagues in the United States House 
of Representatives join me in congratulating 
Deidre on this outstanding recognition and in 
wishing her nothing but continued success. 

RECOGNIZING EILEEN CURTIS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 1, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize an individual who has had a tre-
mendous impact on Northern Virginia. Eileen 
Curtis, President and CEO of the Dulles Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce, is retiring after 
leading the Chamber since 1994. 

During her tenure, the Dulles Chamber has 
established itself as one of the leading busi-
ness advocacy groups in the region, adding to 
the quality of life for our residents in the Dulles 
Corridor and beyond. I have been proud to 
work with the Chamber on a host of issues, 
perhaps most significant being Rail to Dulles. 
The Chamber was instrumental in the founda-
tion of the Dulles Corridor Rail Association, 
which helped lobby for federal funding which 
was eventually secured to help construct the 
Silver Line. The 23-mile long Silver Line has 
spurred major economic development along 
the Dulles Corridor and has been singled out 
by Fairfax County executives as one of the 
main reasons behind Fairfax County’s contin-
ued economic success. 

In addition to Rail to Dulles, Eileen has 
worked with the Chamber to enhance the re-
gion in other ways including advocating for 
STEM education in our schools, forging part-
nerships with the business and education 
communities, creating greater opportunities for 
our immigrant community, and establishing 
new local festivals and events to bring the 
community together. These efforts are among 
the many reasons why Northern Virginia is 
routinely recognized as one of the best places 
in the United States in which to live, work, 
raise a family, and start a business. 

Eileen’s efforts have been drawn recognition 
from across the region. The Chamber’s efforts 
in education have been honored by Fairfax 
County Public Schools on multiple occasions 
and the Washington Business Journal rou-
tinely lists the Dulles Chamber as being one of 
the largest in membership. Eileen herself has 
been recognized as Woman of the Year by 
the Herndon Business & Professional Women 
and as Executive of the Year by the Virginia 
Association of Chambers of Commerce Ex-
ecutives. These accolades speak to the 
strength of Eileen as a leader and the dedica-
tion that she has shown to our community. 
There can be no doubt of the positive impact 
that she has had on our community and our 
region is better for her efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Eileen Curtis on her retire-
ment and in thanking her for her outstanding 
service to Fairfax County and Northern Vir-
ginia. While she may be retiring, I am con-
fident that she will remain engaged on the 
issues that are close to her heart. I wish her 
great success in all her future endeavors. 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF FIRE-
FIGHTER ROBERT ‘‘SKIPPY’’ 
TILEARCIO 

HON. PETER T. KING 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 1, 2017 

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory of longtime New 
York City Firefighter Robert ‘‘Skippy’’ Tilearcio, 
who passed away last Wednesday from a ma-
lignant tumor resulting from his months of re-
covery efforts at Ground Zero. 

Skip was a tireless advocate for the 
Zadroga 9/11 Healthcare Act. He came to 
Washington about six times to fight for its ex-
tension in 2014 and 2015, even before he was 
diagnosed with a fatal tumor. I had the privi-
lege of meeting Skip Tilearcio when he would 
make these painful trips to Congress. On his 
final visit Skip was confined to a wheelchair 
but his spirit was as strong as ever. Skip truly 
personified the courage of New York’s Brav-
est. 

Skip Tilearcio was the 15th firefighter to die 
this year alone from a 9/11 related illness. 
Many more are sick and suffering from these 
dreaded 9/11 illnesses. But because of Skip 
Tilearcio’s heroic and successful effort to ex-
tend the Zadroga Act, these brave first re-
sponders will receive the very best medical 
care and treatment. My sincerest condolences 
go out to his wife Tina and his two children 
Tatiana and Robert. R.I.P. Firefighter Robert 
‘‘Skip’’ Tilearcio. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DANIEL DUNCAN 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 1, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize my good friend Daniel (Dan) Duncan 
as he steps down after serving for 10 years as 
President of the Northern Virginia Labor Fed-
eration, AFL–CIO (NoVA Labor.) As President 
of NoVA Labor, Dan led the largest labor 
council in the Commonwealth of Virginia and 
which represents nearly 70 unions and locals. 
In this role, he has been responsible for con-
solidating the missions and concerns of the 
various unions and their members into one 
unified voice while ensuring that all opinions 
are heard and respected. 

Dan has dedicated his life to improving the 
lives of working families. He is committed to 
the mission of NoVA Labor which is to bring 
economic justice to the workplace and social 
justice to our communities. He learned these 
values from an early age—his grandfather was 
a shop steward at a shipyard in Cleveland, 
Ohio and his father was a rank and file Ma-
chinist. Dan joined his first union, the Retail 
Clerks Union, in 1973 at the age of 17 while 
working for a grocery store in Tennessee. 

After graduating from the University of Chat-
tanooga in 1978, Dan worked as a newspaper 
reporter. He later became director of the Fort 
Lauderdale senior employment program with 
the National Council of Senior Citizens 
(NCSC) which was formed in 1961 and 
evolved from the Senior Citizens for Kennedy 
organization. Working with the administration 
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