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being named one of the 2016 Businesses of
the Year at the Des Moines East and South
Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner and
Awards Ceremony earlier this year.

The Business of the Year award celebrates
a local business that is dedicated to serving
their community. RDG Planning and Design
has helped to design numerous buildings,
landscapes and interiors across the Midwest,
but the company’s dedication extends beyond
their office walls. Their employees help em-
body one of the company’s core principles of
giving back to the community. From schools to
churches, neighborhood associations to char-
ities and non-profits, you'll find RDG employ-
ees devoting their time to making their com-
munities a better place to live.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to represent
lowa businesses like RDG Planning and De-
sign in the United States Congress and it is
with great pride that | recognize them today. |
ask that my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating them for this outstanding recognition
and in wishing them all nothing but continued
success.

———

2017 WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
WINNER—BARBARA COTTER

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Barbara (Babs) Cotter of Yuba
City, California, who exemplifies the qualities
of selfless service and possesses a deep de-
sire to help others in the community.

Barbara Cotter, a retired educator dedicated
her entire career doing what she loved best;
making a difference in the lives of elementary
school children. Her career spanned over a
period of 38 years; 33 in the Yuba City Unified
School District. As an elementary school
teacher, she was inspiring, beloved, and re-
vered by her students and fellow teachers
alike.

In 1986, after surviving a life threatening
medical diagnosis, she had an overwhelming
desire to give back to a community that
helped her through her recovery. She became
a Reach to Recover coordinator, and eventu-
ally a board member for the American Cancer
Society. Barbara’s heart of service didn’t stop
there, she also volunteered for the Community
Memorial Museum of Sutter County, the State
Convention Planning Board for Philanthropic
Educational Organization, Middle Mountain
Foundation, and Girls on the Run.

In 2009, Barbara Cotter was honored with
the Caroline S. Ringler Perpetual Service
Award for outstanding service to the Museum
and has been appointed to a lifetime position
on the Museum Commission.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for
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Roll Call vote 591 on Tuesday, October 31,
2017. Had | been present, | would have voted
Yea on Roll Call vote 591.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF MASTER
SERGEANT PAUL CONTRERAS

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, |, along
with my colleague Representative ROBERT
WITTMAN, rise today to recognize the twenty-
five years that Master Sergeant Paul
Contreras has served in the United States Ma-
rine Corps. MSgt Contreras is a true patriot
who has significantly contributed to the de-
fense of our Nation. He enlisted in the Marine
Corps in April, 1992 and was assigned to Re-
cruit Training Center, San Diego, CA. He sub-
sequently attended Marine Combat Training
before being transferred to Marine Corps Lo-
gistics Base, Albany, GA where he trained as
a Packaging Specialist. Lance Corporal
Contreras’ first assignment was to Supply
Company, 1st Supply Battalion, 1st Service
Support Group, Camp Pendleton, CA. Within
his first month of this assignment, LCpl
Contreras volunteered to deploy in support of
OPERATION RESTORE HOPE in Mogadishu,
Somalia. Upon completion of this deployment,
he was selected to attend Marine Security
Guard training, transferring to Marine Security
Guard Battalion, Quantico, VA. Upon gradua-
tion from this rigorous course, LCpl Contreras’
first assignment was to U.S. Embassy Abidjan,
Ivory Coast. In July 1995 Cpl Contreras was
transferred to U.S. Embassy Santiago, Chile
for his second post.

Upon departure from Chile, Sergeant
Contreras served with 1st Supply Battalion
until early 1998 when he began the process of
applying for the Marine Corps’ Counterintel-
ligence/Human Intelligence (CI/HUMINT) occu-
pational specialty. Staff Sergeant Contreras
was competitively selected to train as a Cl/
HUMINT Marine, attending school from Janu-
ary to June, 1999. SSgt Contreras’ first as-
signment was with 1st CI/HUMINT Company
where he served until being selected to deploy
with the 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit. Dur-
ing this deployment, SSgt Contreras partici-
pated in recovery efforts following the bombing
of the USS Cole in Aden, Yemen. In 2000,
SSgt Contreras returned to 1st CI/HUMINT
Company where he served until June, 2001
before being reassigned to 2nd CI/HUMINT
Company, Camp Lejeune, NC. During this as-
signment, SSgt Contreras supported various
exercises including BATTLE GRIFFIN in 2002,
and deployed in support of combat operations
to Kabul, Afghanistan in 2002 and Babil, Iraq
in 2004.

In 2006, Gunnery Sergeant Contreras com-
pleted his active service to pursue a civilian
career but remained committed to the Marine
Corps, joining the Select Marine Corps Re-
serve later that year. His first reserve assign-
ment was with the Marine Forces Pacific G2X
office. From 2006 to 2008 Master Sergeant
Contreras supported exercises and operational
requirements for Marine Forces Pacific. During
this same time, MSgt Contreras was a part
owner of a small defense contracting company
dedicated to the further development and
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training of Department of Defense CI/HUMINT
professionals prior to their deployments into
Iraq and Afghanistan. In the fall of 2008, Mas-
ter Sergeant Contreras returned to the Cl/
HUMINT school to provide support to the
training staff. His next assignment in March
2009 was with Marine Forces Command G2X
office. Due to his excellent reputation, MSgt
Contreras was requested by name to mobilize
with Marine Forces Europe from November
2011 until August 2013 where he served as
Counterintelligence Operations Chief. He re-
turned to the United States for assignment to
Intelligence Support Battalion, Marine Forces
Reserve in Quantico, VA. In his civilian career,
MSgt Contreras also joined the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency’s Counterespionage Division.
He remained on Marine Reserve duty with
Bravo Company until November 2014, upon
which time he transferred to Individual Ready
Reserve Status intending to retire. Recog-
nizing the immeasurable contribution that
MSgt Contreras had made to the CI/HUMINT
profession, the senior leadership of Intel-
ligence Support Battalion compelled MSgt
Contreras to consider withdrawing his retire-
ment request in order to serve one final tour
with the Battalion and in February 2016 MSgt
Contreras returned to Bravo Company. He
subsequently participated in a US Army exer-
cise at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and served
as both Company CI/HUMINT Chief and Sen-
ior Enlisted Advisor until his retirement in No-
vember of 2017. During this same time, MSgt
Contreras was hired by the Marine Corps In-
telligence Activity in the Office of the Counter-
intelligence Coordinating Authority where he is
able to continue to support his beloved Corps
by influencing the development and direction
of counterintelligence activities for the Marine
Corps into the future.

Mr. Speaker, few can match the dedication
and Esprit de Corps that Paul Contreras has
displayed over his twenty-five years of service
to Corps and country. We wish Paul continued
success in his future endeavors. Many thanks
to Master Sergeant Contreras. Our Nation has
benefited from his outstanding leadership.

2017 WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
WINNER—BALJINDER DHILLON

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Dr. Baljinder Dhillon of Yuba City,
California, who has dedicated her life to edu-
cation. She currently serves as the Sutter
County Superintendent of Schools. Her career
began as a fifth-grade teacher at Tierra Buena
Elementary School in the Yuba City Unified
School District. After earning her master’'s de-
gree she moved into administration, serving as
the assistant principal at Tierra Buena and
Barry elementary schools. She later became
the principal at Rio Del Oro Elementary in the
Plumas Lake Elementary School District.

Dr. Dhillon is dedicated to finding ways to
fund programs that benefit teachers, staff and
students. She is credited with authorizing cost-
saving measures for the Sutter County Super-
intendent of Schools office by becoming more
energy efficient, she’s authored proposals to
fund the California Classified School Em-
ployee Teacher Credentialing Grant and
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partnered with the four county offices for the
California Collaborative for Educational Excel-
lence Early Adopter Grant application.

Dr. Dhillon received her Bachelor of Arts de-
gree, Masters of Education degree in Edu-
cation leadership and a Doctorate of Edu-
cation from California State University, Sac-
ramento. She was recognized by the Cali-
fornia Superintendents Educational Services
Association as Spotlight Leader for November
2016. Dr. Dhillon was also honored for her
dedication and commitment by the Sikh Tem-
ple Gurdwara of Yuba City at their 37th An-
nual Nagar Kirtan Sikh Parade.

TRIBUTE TO WILMA HUGHES
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Wilma
Hughes of Bedford, lowa for being named the
Lioness of the Year by the Bedford lowa Lion-
ess Club.

Wilma has been an active member of her
community for many years. She is a dedicated
church member, helping with bereavement
dinners, folding newsletters, Friday night din-
ner preparations, playing for Sunday services
and she’s active on church committees. On
top of that, she also bakes pies for the Amer-
ican Legion bingo night and volunteers with
the Taylor County Fair Booth each year. She
worked alongside her husband, Glen, for 48
years at their family farm and raised three chil-
dren.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to represent
community leaders like Wilma in the United
States Congress and it is with great pride that
| recognize her today. | ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating her for
this outstanding recognition and in wishing her
nothing but the best.

——————

2017 WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
WINNER—ANNA EATON

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Ms. Anna Eaton of Vacaville, CA,
who exemplifies the qualities of selfless serv-
ice and possesses a passion for serving our
youth. Since 2013, Anna has distinguished
herself as the Executive Director of the
Vacaville Neighborhood Boys & Girls Club
where she helps provide a safe and caring
place for youth to learn and grow. During her
tenure, she has expanded the program to five
sites and significantly enhanced the club’s
focus on support and mentorship of the mem-
bers as they are prepared for future life suc-
cess.

Ms. Eaton was also founder of Starbound
Theatre, a recreation based youth program,
helping to bring the joyful experience of the-
atre to the at-risk and diverse youth of Fair-
field, Vacaville, American Canyon, Dixon, and
Napa. Ms. Eaton also serves in shaping stra-
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tegic groups within Vacaville Unified School
District to address future programs and cur-
riculum, as well as be the catalyst for three
youth summits for teens in the Will C. Wood
Interact Club. Anna also serves on the Board
of Directors for the Vacaville Rotary Club as
the Youth Services Director and advisor to the
Will C. Wood High School Interact Club.

Anna was born in Vietnam and came to
America as a young child with her family as
they escaped from Saigon as the United
States Forces withdrew. She is a proud moth-
er of four and proud American who dedicates
her life to giving back to the country that has
afforded her so many opportunities. “Life is
more meaningful when we evolve into a pur-
pose greater than ourselves.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidable detained and had to miss the vote
on H.R. 2521, South Carolina Peanut Parity
Act. Had | been present, | would have voted
Yea on Roll Call No. 591.

————

2017 WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
WINNER—BARBARA GRAHAM

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Mrs. Barbara Graham of
Vacaville, California, who exemplifies the
qualities of selfless service and boundless giv-
ing of herself to the betterment of others. A
woman of great faith, Barbara has been a pil-
lar of the Vacaville community for many years.
In the late 80’s, she with husband and co-pas-
tor, Willie Graham, founded the Christian Body
Life Church in Vacaville where she serves and
has served as Sunday School Teacher,
Preacher, Choir member, Head of the Wom-
en’s Department, and servant to any needy
family of the congregation.

In 1999, Mrs. Graham answered the call to
assist the Vacaville Police Department in es-
tablishing resource for victims of domestic vio-
lence. This program provides food, clothing,
counseling, and many other free referral serv-
ices in collaboration with city and county serv-
ices. Since 2013, Barbara has also served as
the Chapel Coordinator for David Grant Med-
ical Center at Travis Air Force Base where
she oversees hospitality and all aspects of
daily operation and church services.

Barbara is a Board Member of Safe Quest
Solano, a domestic violence shelter for women
and their children, and was also integral to es-
tablishing the Supervised Visiting Care Pro-
gram in collaboration with the Solano County
Courts to provide safe spaces for troubled
families to have visitations and promote posi-
tive joint custody child exchanges.
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HONORING STAFF SERGEANT
RUFUS HONEYCUTT, USMC

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Staff Sergeant Rufus
Honeycutt, USMC, for his dedication and com-
mitment to our country. SSG Honeycutt's ex-
traordinary devotion to community and service
reflects the best values of Central Texas. He
is a fitting and worthy recipient of a Congres-
sional Veteran Commendation.

SSG Honeycutt enlisted in the United States
Marine Corps in 1960, and spent six years
proudly defending his country. His military ca-
reer included wartime deployment with the first
combat unit to see action in Vietnam and
earned him numerous awards and medals in-
cluding the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal
for Vietnam Service.

Following his military career, Rufus has
served those around him with boundless altru-
ism and exemplary leadership. A profoundly
respected pillar of the Round Rock commu-
nity, SSG Honeycutt has dedicated his time to
numerous community organizations, including
six years of service on the Round Rock City
Council. He continues to support fellow vet-
erans by providing transportation to the VA,
working as the Blood Drive Coordinator at Ft.
Hood, and much more. He has volunteered
countless hours in his community, and has
consistently placed his neighbors’ needs be-
fore his own. For these reasons and many
more, his community carne together in 2002 to
honor Rufus Honeycutt as Round Rock Citizen
of the Year.

SSG Honeycutt is a hero who has devoted
his life to defending our freedoms abroad and
serving his community at home. Dedicated
public servants like him make Central Texas a
great place to live. | join his family and friends
in saluting his honored work and commitment
to our country.

———

2017 WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
WINNER—BECKY MARIGO

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Ms. Becky Marigo of Davis, Cali-
fornia, who is committed to serving her com-
munity and has a clear passion for helping
those who are truly in need. Through her work
as a program supervisor and case manager at
Davis Community Meals and Housing, Ms.
Marigo helps homeless individuals find perma-
nent housing. She coordinates with govern-
ment agencies, private businesses, and chari-
table organizations in order to provide re-
sources and opportunities to homeless individ-
uals in her community. Her work has helped
many individuals to move beyond homeless-
ness and find work providing for themselves.

In Ms. Marigo’s work with Davis Community
Meals and Housing, she not only addresses
the need of a whole community, she also
works to ensure that she meets the needs of
the individual. With every person she serves,
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