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Post 9587. After serving veterans and the 
community for years, they decided to move to 
their current location on Mill Road in 1960. In 
2014, the members decided to rename the 
Post after a fellow veteran and friend, SSG 
Michael Ollis. Serving his country in Afghani-
stan, SSG Ollis nobly sacrificed himself to 
save the life of Polish soldier Lt. Karol 
Cierpica. To honor their lifetime member, VFW 
Post 9587 was renamed to ‘‘SSG Michael 
Ollis Post 9587’’ in 2014. 

Since its creation, the Post has focused on 
serving and assisting their community on Stat-
en Island in accordance with the VFW’s na-
tional goals. Today, members who have con-
tributed to the Post’s ability to reach this mile-
stone include both the Ladies Auxiliary and 
the Men’s Auxiliary. These groups, which 
make up the VFW Auxiliary, have played a 
major role in the Post’s success. I thank all of 
the members for their continued dedication to 
their community. 

I would like to commend SSG Michael Ollis 
Post 9587 for consistently helping veterans 
and their families, assisting in times of com-
munity crisis and promoting community civic 
interests. The great work the Post’s members 
performed in the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy 
is altruism in its purest form. Although their 
building experienced water damage, they fo-
cused on the needs of the community around 
it by serving as a disaster relief center for any-
one who needed help. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate the 
VFW’s SSG Michael Ollis Post 9587 on its 
70th Anniversary. Its long success has bene-
fited not just veterans and their families, but 
the surrounding community as well and for 
that, I am deeply thankful. 

f 

CONGRATULATING VERNON L. 
WISE, JR. FOR HIS RECEPTION 
OF THE PENNSYLVANIA NEWS 
MEDIA ASSOCIATION’S 2017 LIFE-
TIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

HON. MIKE KELLY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 31, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
today I am very pleased to recognize my con-
stituent, Vernon L. Wise, Jr. of Butler County, 
for his reception of the Pennsylvania News 
Media Association’s 2017 Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award. 

Vernon is the former publisher and chair-
man of the board of the Butler Eagle. The pa-
per’s current publisher and general manager, 
Ron Vodenichar, nominated Vernon for this 
prestigious award, emphasizing the techno-
logical innovations he made as well as his 
commitment to the newspaper and printing 
company’s family ownership. 

The Lifetime Achievement Award recognizes 
‘‘outstanding service and accomplishment 
spanning a career in journalism.’’ It could not 
have gone to a more fitting recipient. Vernon 
is a member of the third generation (out of five 
generations in his family) to be involved in 
publishing the Butler Eagle. He began his ca-
reer as a carrier, and continued working at the 
newspaper during high school and college. 
After attending Princeton University and serv-
ing in the United States Army during the Ko-
rean War, he returned to the paper, becoming 

president and general manager in 1968 after 
the death of his father, Vernon L. Wise, Sr. 

In the course of his long career at the Butler 
Eagle, Vernon published the newspaper, 
chaired the board, and founded Butler Color 
Press, which prints advertising circulars. In ad-
dition to his extensive involvement in news-
paper publishing, Vernon has held leadership 
positions in the Butler County Chapter of the 
Salvation Army and the Community Develop-
ment Corporation of Butler County. 

Vernon exemplifies the best qualities of a 
devoted newsman and an engaged citizen. He 
is a credit to Pennsylvania’s third congres-
sional district. I am very happy for him and 
Sarah, his wife of 64 years. I congratulate 
them and thank them for their contributions to 
the Butler region. 
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HONORING JOHN CARDINALLI 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 31, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a lifelong member of the Central Coast 
community, World War II veteran and member 
of the Office of Strategic Services, John 
Cardinalli. Mr. Cardinalli grew up on the Mon-
terey Peninsula speaking Italian to a family of 
commercial fishermen. Drafted into the Army 
in 1942, he began his service to the United 
States at the Presidio of Monterey where he 
completed Army basic training. He was quali-
fied as a Morse code expert and was sent to 
the Signal Corps. At Fort Bragg, he responded 
to a call for volunteers who were proficient in 
Morse code and a second language. Mr. 
Cardinalli responded and would find himself 
swearing a 65-year oath of secrecy to the Of-
fice of Strategic Services. 

During his time in the OSS, he became pro-
ficient in collecting clandestine information 
about Axis forces. He was primarily stationed 
in the Netherlands, where he worked with 
members of the Dutch underground to ship 
weapons, ammunition and supplies to Allied 
forces. He volunteered to escort a Polish spy 
across the River Rhine in the cover of dark-
ness, which was instrumental towards obtain-
ing information about German defenses. He 
also participated in the Battle of the Bulge, the 
last German offensive on the Western Front in 
Belgium and Luxembourg. Mr. Cardinalli 
served in our intelligence community before 
the creation of the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy, paving the road for future intelligence ana-
lysts and operatives. 

After World War II, he returned to the Mon-
terey Peninsula and was a sardine fisherman 
for 25 years. He raised a family along with his 
wife of 70 years, Josephine. In 2008, he was 
allowed to tell his story of service in the OSS. 
Mr. Cardinalli’s service to the nation as a 
member of the OSS became fundamental to-
wards the creation of the Central Intelligence 
Agency. Current and future analysts and offi-
cers within the CIA and our nation’s seventeen 
intelligence communities have many individ-
uals to look up to, and John Cardinalli is cer-
tainly one of them. Mr. Speaker, please join 
me in honoring and commending John 
Cardinalli for his many years of service, devo-
tion, and contributions to our nation. 

HONORING TERHI EDWARDS 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 31, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a community mainstay in the north-
west Bronx who has helped to promote the 
area both professionally and personally for 
three decades. 

Terhi Edwards has been a resident of River-
dale since 1987. She has also been a real es-
tate professional in the area for nearly as long. 
Terhi specializes in selling this wonderful 
neighborhood, which for those who have lived 
or visited there is surrounded by beauty and 
nature. 

Currently a homeowner herself, Terhi is par-
ticularly aware of the special qualities that 
make Riverdale unique, and such a wonderful 
destination for people. 

Originally from Finland, Terhi honed her 
customer service prowess and flair for relating 
to people of different cultures while traveling 
the world as flight attendant. As the Ranking 
Member of the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, I do quite a bit of travel, and know just 
how effective it is in learning to understand 
and appreciate people from all walks of life. 

Terhi seamlessly transitioned her customer 
service skill to real estate, drawing upon her 
love of working with the public, in addition to 
her passion for architecture and interior de-
sign. She is a member of the National Asso-
ciation of Realtors, the Bronx Manhattan North 
Board of Realtors, and Westchester-Putnam 
Multiple Listing Service. Walk around the com-
munity and you’ll find plenty of people who 
say they came to Riverdale because of the job 
Terhi did as their realtor. 

This year, the Kingsbridge-Riverdale-Van 
Cortlandt Development Corporation is hon-
oring Terhi at their annual Greenway Gala 
celebration, for all the work she has done in 
the community. She is most deserving of this 
wonderful recognition. Congratulations to Terhi 
on receiving this honor. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 2017 LITERACY 
VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA- 
PRINCE WILLIAM AWARD RECIPI-
ENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 31, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in rec-
ognition of Literacy Volunteers of America- 
Prince William, Incorporated, and their 26 
years of service to the adult learners residing 
in the Greater Prince William Area. 

Founded in June 1991, by beloved librarian 
Dona M. Swanson, Literacy Volunteers of 
America-Prince William, Inc. is one of 1200 
501(c)(3) non-profit organizations affiliated 
with ProLiteracy America, a nationwide organi-
zation dedicated to empowering, educating, 
and connecting adults through the establish-
ment of a safer, stronger, and sustainable so-
ciety. 

Since its inception, Literacy Volunteers of 
America-Prince William, Inc. has served over 
8500 adults and positively impacted the social 
and economic wellbeing of 35,000 family 
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members. Last year, the organization served 
over 700 adult learners with the assistance of 
more than 220 trained volunteer tutors. Com-
munity volunteers are trained to become tutors 
and are matched based on the needs of 
adults seeking to improve their literacy or 
English language skills. Provided services in-
clude small and large classroom tutoring, one- 
on-one tutoring, pre-GED and GED classes, 
basic literacy for English speakers and English 
as a second language learners, conversation 
classes, Naturalization test preparation, and 
job readiness training. 

Each year, the dedicated staff reviews the 
progress of each student and asks tutors and 
students to provide feedback. This year, 93 
percent of students have met a personal de-
velopment goal. Feedback generally aligns 
with the organization’s mission statement to 
teach adults the life-changing skills of reading, 
writing and speaking English that will enable 
them to confidently participate and prosper in 
society. I have the distinct pleasure of includ-
ing in the RECORD the 2017 Literacy Volun-
teers of America-Prince William, Inc. hon-
orees: 

Student of the Year: Noris Quintanilla 
Born and raised in El Salvador, Noris has 

lived in the United States of America for the 
past 17 years and is a U.S. citizen. In 2012, 
Noris obtained her GED certificate and sought 
the assistance of Literacy Volunteers of Amer-
ica-Prince William to further her education and 
transition into a career in office administration. 
Today, Noris volunteers at Literacy Volunteers 
of America-Prince William, Inc. where she 
never misses the opportunity to learn some-
thing new. Her commitment to instruction and 
volunteerism has helped Noris hone her lan-
guage skills, build her confidence, and inspire 
her peers. 

Tutor of the Year: Amy Feinberg 
Amy has volunteered with Literacy Volun-

teers of America-Prince William, Inc. for the 
past six years where she has tutored in both 
classroom and individual settings. Over the 
past year, Amy has taught more than 100 stu-
dents and provided more than 250 volunteer 
hours to the program. Amy inspires students 
with her kindness, patience, and compassion. 
As an active community volunteer, Amy takes 
great pride in helping others to succeed and 
her role in building a stronger, more vibrant 
community. 

Tutor of the Year: Alison Prevost 
Alison has served as a volunteer with Lit-

eracy Volunteers of America-Prince William, 
Inc. for the past 4 years. She has provided 
classroom tutoring to more than 100 students 
and has donated over 300 volunteer hours to 
adult literacy over the past year. Alison takes 
great pride in helping adults improve their lit-
eracy skills and become self-sufficient and ac-
tive members of the community through Lit-
eracy Volunteers of America-Prince William, 
Inc. and other community-based organizations. 

Volunteer of the Year: Patti J. Beattie 
For the past 15 years, Patti has shared her 

time and service with Literacy Volunteers of 
America-Prince William, Inc. and its adult 
learners through multiple capacities as a vol-
unteer tutor, dedicated member of the Board 
of Directors, tutor trainer, employee, and lit-
eracy advocate. In honor of her tireless efforts 
to our community, the Volunteer of the Year 
Award has been renamed in her honor. Patti 

is an active community volunteer, serving in 
multiple service organizations donating hun-
dreds of hours each year to serve our local 
community. It is my honor to recognize Patti 
as the inaugural recipient of the Patti J. 
Beattie Volunteer of the Year Award recipient. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in commending the 2017 Literacy Volun-
teers of America-Prince William, Incorporated 
honorees and in thanking all students, tutors, 
volunteers, Board of Directors, and staff for 
their dedication, generosity, and commitment 
to adult literacy and its lasting impact on the 
Greater Prince William Area. 
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PUEBLO ANIMAL SERVICES 
TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 31, 2017 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Lauren McCoy, Community Animal Re-
sponse Team coordinator at the Humane So-
ciety of the Pikes Peak Region, Jeremy 
Colburn, Animal Care supervisor at the Hu-
mane Society of the Pikes Peak Region, and 
Lois Benson, Megan Miller, Jasmine 
Pattschull, and Kate Scheer who were Com-
munity Animal Response Team volunteers. 
Following Hurricane Irma, they all assisted 
with helping to meet animal sheltering needs 
in Georgia when they were travelling through 
the area following the devastating hurricane. 

The team voluntarily flew to Georgia to as-
sist in caring for the large number of animals 
the Atlanta Humane Society had taken in as a 
result of the hurricane. The Humane Society 
of the Pikes Peak Region’s Community Animal 
Response Team was specially trained to han-
dle this type of natural disaster that affects the 
wellbeing of pets and livestock. 

The shelter in Atlanta was opened before 
and during Hurricane Irma where more than 
600 animals were located in the 60,000 
square foot facility. The entire Third District of 
Colorado is incredibly proud of the work com-
pleted during a time of national crisis. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
these Colorado natives for the work they ac-
complished during Hurricane Irma. Their hard 
work and service is an example to us all and 
I stand with the residents of the Third District 
in thanking them. 
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DANIEL SWINTON: TESTIMONY BE-
FORE THE BIPARTISAN TASK 
FORCE TO END SEXUAL VIO-
LENCE 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 31, 2017 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing: 

My name is Dr. Daniel Swinton and I am 
honored to be here today. I serve as Vice 
President of the Association of Title IX Ad-

ministrators (ATIXA) and am here rep-
resenting over 3,500 members at schools and 
colleges nationwide. I am also Managing 
Partner of a law and consulting firm that ad-
vises thousands of K through 12 and higher 
education administrators, teachers, faculty 
and students on issues of sexual violence, 
consent in sexual interactions, harassment 
and discrimination in all its forms, as well as 
critical issues of mental health and well- 
being, behavioral intervention, and alcohol 
and drugs. 

Over the last six years, the Department of 
Education has given significant time and at-
tention to sexual violence at colleges and 
universities, but has largely failed to give 
needed time and attention to sexual violence 
and consent-based issues in K through 12 
education. Sexual violence has been called 
an ‘‘epidemic’’ at colleges, and universities 
and our members indicate that such a label 
is both accurate and reflective of the imme-
diate needs to prevent and address sexual vi-
olence on their campuses. If higher edu-
cation is facing an ‘‘epidemic,’’ then K 
through 12 is facing an even more serious, 
plague-like level of sexual violence, that 
continues largely unabated. The lack of legal 
and regulatory attention given to the matter 
is both startling and frustrating, as many of 
the issues involve abuse of minors and chil-
dren. Further, K through 12 remains well be-
hind higher education in educating its ad-
ministrators, teachers and students about 
sexual violence and the many related issues 
of consent, substance abuse, and healthy re-
lationships. As one member told me last 
week, K through 12 needs something like 
Clery and Section 304 of the Violence 
Against Women Act to ensure appropriate 
training, prevention, response and account-
ability are present. 

To be fair, K through 12 administrators 
face a litany of demands on their time and a 
host of unrelated legal and regulatory re-
quirements such that, absent a crisis, a law 
or a regulation, sexual violence prevention 
and response receives little, if any attention. 
The result is that K through 12 administra-
tors largely lack the training necessary to 
appropriately and fairly address issues of 
sexual violence in their schools and districts. 
Further, school-based instruction of K 
through 12 students about consent in sexual 
interactions is rare, leaving the students to 
learn about sexual interactions, consent and 
the impact of alcohol and drugs from peers, 
the Internet and other media. Certainly, par-
ents play a role in educating their children, 
but in our members’ experience, few parents 
discuss the nuances of sex, alcohol and con-
sent with their children prior to college. We 
are seeing significant issues of sexual vio-
lence at all levels of K through 12, but espe-
cially in middle and high school. Any discus-
sion also needs to recognize the role that 
technology plays in increasing the number 
and complexity of issues our members are 
seeing in their schools. 

Training and prevention efforts lag, poli-
cies and procedures remain inadequate, and 
prevention is reserved to basic training on 
how to report child abuse. I want to stress 
that the current state is not for lack of de-
sire, but, given the nature, complexity and 
decentralized nature of K through 12 edu-
cation, stems largely from lack of guidance, 
funding or grants, legal requirements and ac-
countability. 

Our members are anxious to give these 
critical matters time and attention, but buy- 
in and resources tend to follow only once 
Congress makes it mandatory. Thank you 
for your time. 
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