
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1408 October 24, 2017 
Cameron has been very active with his 

troop, participating in many scout activities. 
Over the many years Cameron has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Cameron has contributed to his commu-
nity through his Eagle Scout project. Cameron 
refurbished signs at the entrance and in the 
parking lot of Our Lady of Mercy in Liberty, 
Missouri. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Cameron Garrett Brizendine for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 2017 FAIRFAX 
COUNTY VOLUNTEER SERVICE 
AWARD RECIPIENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 24, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
honor to recognize Volunteer Fairfax and ex-
press my sincere appreciation to recipients of 
the 25th Annual Fairfax County Volunteer 
Service Awards. 

Established more than 40 years ago, Volun-
teer Fairfax matches the skills and interests of 
thousands of volunteers with the needs of 
local non-profit organizations. The success of 
this model and its impact on delivery of need-
ed services is beyond question; Volunteer 
Fairfax has been rated as one of the most ef-
fective community service organizations in the 
nation. 

Last year alone, over 15,000 individuals vol-
unteered directly through Volunteer Fairfax; an 
additional 1,700 employees volunteered 
through their employer’s BusinessLink pro-
gram and the value of volunteer services pro-
vided exceeded $4.5 million. 

Each year, Volunteer Fairfax selects a few 
exceptional individuals, groups, or organiza-
tions to receive special recognition. It is my 
great pleasure to include in the RECORD the 
following names of the 2017 Fairfax County 
Volunteer Service Awards honorees: 

Community Champions: 
Braddock District: David Curtis 
Dranesville District: Penny Halpern 
Hunter Mill District: Raul and Maria Garza- 

Chapa 
Lee District: Michel Margosis 
Mason District: Gail Coleman 
Mount Vernon District: Whitney Minnich 
Providence District: Friends of Oakton Li-

brary 
Springfield District: John Pellegrin 
Sully District: Karrie Delaney 
At-Large: John K. Wood 
Adult Volunteer 250 Hours & Over: Gary 

Pan 
Adult Volunteer 250 Hours & Under: Kate 

Walter 
Adult Volunteer Group: Friends of Huntley 

Meadows 
Corporate Volunteer Program: Deloitte LLP 
Fairfax County Volunteer: Karla Jamir 
Fairfax County Volunteer Program: CERT 
Family Volunteer: Young Family 
Intégrate Individual: Carolina Calderon 
Lifetime Achievement: Marie Monsen 

Rising Star: Shannon Dart 
RSVP Northern Virginia: Denise Mackey- 

Smith 
Senior Volunteer: Bard Jackson 
Volunteer Program: Wolf Trap First Time 

Campers Program 
Youth Volunteer: Emma Houston 
Youth Volunteer Group: Stony Brook Jr. Vol-

unteers 
In addition, Benchmark Honors will be 

awarded in four different categories to com-
mend those who have contributed 100, 250, 
500, or 1,000 hours of volunteer time to our 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in commending Volunteer Fairfax for its 
decades of outstanding community service. I 
congratulate the recipients of the 2017 Fairfax 
County Volunteer Service Awards and thank 
them and the thousands of other local volun-
teers for their incredible contributions to our 
community. Their selfless dedication is worthy 
of our highest praise and is one of the main 
reasons that our community is often ranked as 
one of the best places in the country to work, 
and raise a family. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 24, 2017 

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, due to ex-
traneous circumstances, my flight did not ar-
rive on time and I was unable to make votes 
on October 23, 2017. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 569, YEA on Roll Call 
No. 570, and YEA on Roll Call No. 571. 
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HONORING ISAAC DAVID CONNER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 24, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Isaac David 
Conner. Isaac is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 495, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Isaac has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Isaac has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Isaac 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Isaac David Conner for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 24, 2017 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 569, YEA on Roll Call No. 570, and NAY 
on Roll Call No. 571. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 2017 LORDS AND 
LADIES FAIRFAX 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 24, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize a truly exceptional group of men and 
women who are being recognized as the 2017 
Lords and Ladies Fairfax. Every year, each 
member of the Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors selects two people from his or her dis-
trict who have demonstrated outstanding vol-
unteer service, heroism, or other exceptional 
contributions to our community. Since the pro-
gram’s inception in 1984, approximately 600 
individuals have earned the honor of being 
named a Lord or Lady Fairfax by his or her 
representative on the Board of Supervisors. 

This year, the recipients of the Lord and 
Lady Fairfax awards will be recognized at the 
celebration of the 275th anniversary of Fairfax 
County. We are especially honored to wel-
come Lord Nicholas Fairfax, 14th Lord Fairfax 
of Cameron and his wife Lady Annabel Fairfax 
who have traveled from the United Kingdom to 
join in this celebration. Lord Nicholas shares a 
common lineage with Lord Thomas Fairfax, 
6th Lord Fairfax of Cameron after whom Fair-
fax County and the City of Fairfax are named 
and who lived much of his life in Virginia. 

The Lord and Lady Fairfax awards recog-
nize those individuals who have made tremen-
dous impacts through their support of our pub-
lic schools, parks, youth sports leagues, arts 
community, public safety, and human service 
programs. It is nearly impossible to fully de-
scribe the diversity of accomplishments of the 
honorees. Their efforts contribute greatly to 
the quality of life for the residents of Fairfax 
County and are worthy of our praise and sin-
cere appreciation. 

It is my honor to include in the RECORD the 
names of the 2017 Lords and Ladies Fairfax: 

At-Large: Lady Jane Miscavage and Lord 
John J. ‘‘Jeff’ Lisanick 

Braddock District: Lady Mary Drake Cortina 
and Lord Kevin Morse 

Dranesville District: Lady Sally Horn and 
Lord Gary George Pan 

Hunter Mill District: Lady Therese Martin 
and Lord Jerry Poje 

Lee District: Lady Michelle Duell and Lord 
Richard J. Knapp 

Mason District: Lady Rose Chu and Lord 
Daniel H. Aminoff 

Mount Vernon District: Lady Mattie Lewis 
Palmore and Lord Dale S. Rumberger 

Providence District: Lady Sue Kovach 
Shuman and Lord Phillip A. Niedzielski- 
Eichner 

Springfield District: Lady Nancy-jo Manney 
and Lord Michael W. Thompson, Jr. 
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Sully District: Lady Trudy Harsh and Lord 

Michael R. Frey 
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 

in commending the 2017 Lords and Ladies 
Fairfax and in expressing our gratitude to 
these men and women who have dedicated 
themselves to the betterment of our commu-
nity. Their efforts provide immeasurable bene-
fits to Fairfax County and its residents, and 
are truly worthy of our highest praise. 

f 

HONORING MASON THOMAS LEWIS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 24, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Mason Thomas 
Lewis. Mason is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 214, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Mason has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Mason has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Mason has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. Mason rebuilt 
and stained a bridge at Immacolata Manor in 
Liberty, Missouri. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Mason Thomas Lewis for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 24, 2017 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, had I 
been present for the vote yesterday on the 
passage of H.R. 3551, the C–TPAT Reauthor-
ization Act of 2017 (Roll Call No. 569), I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ This legislation would reau-
thorize a program at U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) that encourages cargo im-
porters, carriers, and other entities involved in 
international trade to cooperate with CBP to 
strengthen global supply chain security. 

Had I been present for the vote on the pas-
sage of S. 504, the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation (APEC) Business Travel Cards Act 
of 2017 (Roll Call No. 570), I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ This bill would permanently au-
thorize CBP’s ability to issue travel cards that 
provide U.S. business leaders and govern-
ment officials with short-term entry to APEC 
countries. 

Had I been present for the vote on approv-
ing the Journal (Roll Call No. 571), I also 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

CELEBRATING THE THIRTIETH AN-
NIVERSARY OF REV. JONATHAN 
L. WEAVER AS PASTOR OF THE 
GREATER MT. NEBO AFRICAN 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 24, 2017 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratu-
late Rev. Jonathan Leslie Weaver on his thir-
tieth pastoral anniversary with the Greater Mt. 
Nebo African Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Bowie, Maryland. Throughout the past three 
decades, Rev. Weaver has been ministering 
to a growing community of worshippers in 
Bowie and the greater Washington metro 
area. I’ve been honored to know him, to call 
him a friend, and to work closely with him to 
strengthen our communities in Maryland’s Fifth 
District. 

Since 1988, Rev. Weaver has overseen 
both the expansion of his church and a pleth-
ora of charitable endeavors through more than 
fifty ministries serving its members and the 
wider community. These have included pro-
grams to prevent domestic violence, to em-
power families through economic literacy, and 
to combat hunger. Under his guidance, Great-
er Mt. Nebo A.M.E. Church members have 
participated in Christmas in April, Tools for 
School, and other social service projects. Rev. 
Weaver has also carried his ministry across 
the ocean, visiting Rwanda, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, and Benin to engage 
in mission projects there for more than a quar-
ter century. 

As National President of the Collective Em-
powerment Group, Rev. Weaver has helped 
build a network of churches across seven 
states and the District of Columbia that host fi-
nancial literacy seminars, educational pro-
grams, health care screenings, and homeown-
ership clinics. The Collective Empowerment 
Group also partners with banks and local busi-
nesses to facilitate wider access to economic 
opportunities for those living in their commu-
nities. I have participated in a number of Col-
lective Empowerment Group programs, and I 
can attest to the wonderful work the organiza-
tion performs to help families reach for the 
American Dream. 

Rev. Weaver holds degrees from Wash-
ington University in St. Louis, Missouri; St. 
Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore, Maryland; and 
Harvard Business School in Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts. When he arrived at Greater Mt. 
Nebo A.M.E., the church had 100 members; 
today, he has overseen its growth to more 
than 1,600 members. It is a testament to his 
vision, his inspiration, and his faith. Rev. Wea-
ver also has overseen the construction of the 
community’s present church building as well 
as its Christian Academy school and Family 
Life and Wellness Intergenerational Center as-
sisted-living facility. 

I hope all my colleagues will join me in con-
gratulating Rev. Weaver and his wife, Pamela 
Lynn Weaver—who have two daughters and 
four grandchildren—on reaching this mile-
stone. I thank them both for their work and 
spiritual guidance to so many in Maryland’s 
Fifth District and for their friendship over the 
years. 

HONORING LUCIANO VARELA 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 24, 2017 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the 
life of Luciano ‘‘Lucky’’ Varela, a hard-working 
New Mexican who fought for New Mexico fam-
ilies in the state Legislature. Luciano rep-
resented Santa Fe in the New Mexico House 
of Representatives from 1987 to 2016. 

Rep. Varela was known for his expertise in 
government finance and his unwavering sup-
port for the employees who deliver services to 
New Mexicans. He always treated constituents 
with the utmost dignity and worked for New 
Mexico families. 

Prior to serving in the New Mexico House of 
Representatives, he was the Director of the 
State Personnel Office, Chairman of the Board 
of the Public Employee’s Retirement Associa-
tion, and served on the House Appropriations 
Committee, in addition to the Legislative Fi-
nance Committee. 

Rep. Varela was an advocate for fair wages 
and policies to support low-income families in 
New Mexico. In 1998, he sponsored legislation 
to expand the low-income comprehensive tax 
rebate. 

Years later, in 2007, he sponsored a bill for 
public employee salary increases, which would 
increase the salaries of public employees in-
cluding police officers, teachers, and higher 
education employees. 

I will always remember Lucky as someone 
who was tough and transparent, but always 
fair. New Mexicans know that he worked hard 
to provide support for working families. He de-
voted his career to public service, for which, 
we are all grateful. 

f 

HONORING ZACHARY SCOTT 
LINARD 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 24, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Zachary Scott 
Linard. Zachary is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 495, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Zachary has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Zachary has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Zachary has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Zachary Scott Linard for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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