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And had | been present for Roll Call vote
564, on instructing conferees on H.R. 2810, |
would have voted yes.

And had | been present for Roll Call vote
565, on closing portions of the conference on
H.R. 2810, | would have voted yes.

And had | been present for Roll Call vote
566, on suspension of the rules and agree-
ment to H. Res. 569, | would have voted yes.

And had | been present for Roll Call vote
567, to recommit with instructions S. 585, |
would have voted yes.

And had | been present for Roll Call vote
568, on passage of S. 585, | would have
voted yes.

————

COMMEMORATING THE 60TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF
PEACE ACTION

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 16, 2017

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
pay tribute to Peace Action, the nation’s larg-
est grassroots peace network, on its 60th An-
niversary.

Founded as ‘SANE’ in November 1957 in
New York City by Lenore Marshall and Nor-
man Cousins and others in response to the
nuclear arms race, the organization was re-
named Peace Action in 1993.

Among the organization’s most notable
members and supporters in its long and illus-
trious history are former chaplain of Yale Uni-
versity and pastor of New York City’s River-
side Church, William Sloane Coffin; Marlon
Brando, Henry Fonda, Marilyn Monroe, Arthur
Miller, Harry Belafonte, Ossie Davis; Martin
Buber, Pablo Casals, Bertrand Russell and Al-
bert Schweitzer.

For 60 years, Peace Action has worked for
an environment where all are free from vio-
lence, war, and the proliferation of nuclear, bi-
ological, chemical, and other weapons of
mass destruction.

A core principle underlying the work of
Peace Action is that longstanding global con-
flicts require long-term solutions and that U.S.
foreign policy has a lasting effect on the world.

That is why Peace Action advocates on be-
half of American foreign policy that supports
peace, human rights, and democracy and or-
ganizes against pre-emptive wars and belli-
cose militarism.

Every day Peace Action chapters and affili-
ates in states across the country are working
every day to promote a new U.S. foreign pol-
icy is based on peaceful cooperation, diplo-
matic engagement, and collective action to
confront the greatest common threats to hu-
mankind—war, famine, disease.

Peace Action understands that war cannot
be the appropriate response to every inter-
national or domestic conflict is not a suitable
response to conflict and is committed to work-
ing toward the day that every person on earth
can live in a world without war or threat of nu-
clear annihilation.

That is what Peace Action and its legions of
peace warriors have done for the past 60
years and it is the work they are committed to
today and will be committed to until the job is
done.

Happy birthday Peace Action, and | thank
them for their tireless and unceasing efforts in
pursuit of a more peaceful world.
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HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF COLOSSIAN BAPTIST
CHURCH

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 16, 2017

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the 150th anniversary of Colos-
sian Baptist Church in Newport News, Virginia.

Colossian Baptist Church was established in
1867 on Mulberry lIsland, Virginia. Reverend
Henry Harris and Reverend Walter Williams
worked together to organize the church along
with other members of the First Baptist Church
in Hampton and locals from the lIsland. The
group began to meet together with the hope
that they could build a congregation born out
of community and anchored in faith. These
early services were held in a barn on Mulberry
Island’s Follies Farm, led by Reverend Wil-
liams.

Reverend Williams served as the church’s
pastor for its first five years. Following his
service, he was succeeded by Reverend
Thomas Poole in 1872 and Reverend Thomas
Wright in 1887.

The congregation of Colossian Baptist
Church continued worship in the Follies Farm
Barn until it burned down in a fire. Reverend
Aaron Wyatt, elected as pastor in 1894,
oversaw the church’s transition into their new
building.

The church was then rebuilt in 1915 fol-
lowing a devastating windstorm, but the con-
gregation soon needed to move again. In re-
sponse to the outbreak of World War |, the
United States Army bought and repurposed
the Colossian Baptist Church property. That
area is currently the United States Army
Transportation Center at Fort Eustis, Virginia.
Following their displacement, the church
moved to Newport News, and has remained
there ever since.

Reverend Irvin D. Melvin was named the
first full-time pastor of Colossian Baptist
Church in 1989, and the church has only
grown stronger since that time through the ex-
pansion of their music, fellowship, and youth
programs.

Reverend Peter A. Evans became the
church’s third full-time pastor in 1999. Under
his leadership, the church broke ground on a
new edifice in 2005, and construction was
successfully completed in 2006.

Over the years, Colossian Baptist Church
has continued to grow as it expands its out-
reach to the community. The church works
with Greenwood Elementary School in a part-
nership dedicated to mentoring young men.
Since 2014, the church has overseen the
“Christmas House” program during December,
which serves the local community by providing
an avenue for the needy to access clothing,
food, and more free of charge.

Over the last 150 years, Colossian Baptist
Church has been served by many dedicated
men of faith—Rev. Henry Harris, Rev. Walter
Williams, Rev. Thomas Poole, Rev. Thomas
Wright, Rev. Aaron Wyatt, Rev. Frank Ashby,
Rev. David D. Harris, Rev. Thomas Ash, Rev.
Andrew D. Holmes, Rev. Frank Rylander, Rev.
William Cheeseman, Rev. Elick Edlow, Rev.
James M. Lee, Rev. Irvin D. Melvin, Rev. Ste-
ven W. Banks, Rev. Lloyd Williams, Sr., and
Rev. Peter A. Evans.
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Mr. Speaker, as Colossian Baptist Church of
Newport News, Virginia celebrates this historic
milestone, its congregation can rejoice in 150
years of successful discipleship and service to
the Hampton Roads community. | would like to
congratulate Reverend Peter A. Evans and all
of the members of the church’s congregation.
| hope that their next 150 years proves to be
as rewarding and fruitful as the first.

———

RECOGNIZING THE ANNUAL SUR-
RENDER DAY IN
SCHUYLERVILLE

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 16, 2017

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize Annual Surrender Day in
Schuylerville, New York, a day that com-
memorates the surrender of British General
John Burgoyne to the colonial army following
the Battle of Saratoga.

The Battle at Saratoga, fought in October
1777, marked a crucial win for the Americans
that is considered the turning point leading to
victory in the Revolutionary War. After a failed
campaign through the Adirondack region of
New York, General Burgoyne found his army
surrounded by American forces and retreated
to Saratoga where he surrendered his entire
army to American General Horatio Gates. The
surrender at Saratoga not only bolstered
American morale in the north, but also served
as a deciding factor in bringing active French
support to the American cause.

The residents of the Saratoga region cele-
brate this historic day with a reenactment of
the famous battle, music from local students
and musicians, and other Revolutionary War
related festivities. We are proud that the 21st
District of New York can commemorate this
important event in American history.

———

HONORING 125TH ANNIVERSARY OF
ST. ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 16, 2017

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, as co-chair of
the Congressional Hungarian Caucus, | rise
today with great pleasure and enthusiasm to
congratulate St. Elizabeth of Hungary Catholic
Church in Cleveland on their 125th anniver-
sary. St. Elizabeth is North America’s oldest
Hungarian Church.

The history of this notable congregation be-
gins in 1892, where a small wood-framed
church on the corner of Buckeye Road and
East 90th Street in Cleveland held mass for
the faithful.

On June 4, 1893, the cornerstone of the first
St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Church was laid, pro-
viding seating for up to 800 Hungarian immi-
grants at a single mass. Ten years later, the
church was too small to accommodate the
thousands of Roman Catholic Hungarian immi-
grants who settled in this area. In 1907, the
Pastor of the church began to petition the
Bishop of Cleveland for permission to raise
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money to build a new church which could ac-
commodate more parishioners. Construction of
the new church begun in 1918 and was com-
pleted in 1922.

In addition to the completion of the church
structure that still stands today, the community
built a parish hall that became a community
center for the neighborhood’s Hungarians, a
true social and religious meeting center of “Lit-
tle Hungary” on Buckeye Road.

St. Elizabeth’s was designed by Cleveland
architect Emile Uhlrich and is an example of
ltalian-influenced Baroque Revival architec-
ture. It was partly modelled after the church of
Sant’ Agnese in Agone in Rome.

St. Elizabeth’s Church was listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places, qualifying
both because of its place in Cleveland’s his-
tory and because of its historically significant
architecture.

The congregation of St. Elizabeth’s weath-
ered many changes throughout the decades,
but remained true to its mission and to its
dedication to Hungarian heritage.

St. Elizabeth’s Church is a magnificent ex-
ample of all that a spiritual home should be for
the past 125 years. Our hope is that St. Eliza-
beth of Hungary Catholic Church’s congrega-
tion continues to grow and prosper through
the years.

Gratulalok.

——————

HONORING STAN BETZ

HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 16, 2017

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
honor one of my constituents, Mr. Stan Betz,
for his immense dedication serving the com-
munity of Santa Ana.

Mr. Betz, who passed away on September
28, 2017 and whose life we will always re-
member was a well-known custom car builder
and an Anaheim High School Hall of Famer
who recently celebrated his 90th birthday. Mr.
Betz grew up on an orange ranch on Lemon
Street in Anaheim and was a member of the
Anaheim High School Class of 1946. From an
early age, Mr. Betz became interested in cars
and they remained his passion throughout his
entire life. His uncle, Dick Kraft, one of the
original Hot Rodders who came up with many
innovations during his career, was a great
source of inspiration and encouragement for
Mr. Betz. And his legendary skills as a master
car builder and painter made him famous in
the automotive world.

Moreover, Mr. Betz’s shop was a popular
local meeting spot for all car enthusiasts and
aficionados in the 1950’s. His commitment and
passion with automobiles and his work in the
industry creating masterpieces continued
throughout the decades. When business
slowed down, Mr. Betz added paint products
to his establishment, and his shop soon
gained the reputation for being the best place
to find a precise paint color.

Mr. Betz fully embodied the value of com-
munity service in all aspects of his life. He
was not only a pioneer in the automotive in-
dustry but also a skilled businessman. As an
avid community advocate, he made valuable
contributions to the local community, such as
stopping by Anaheim High School to interact
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with students. Mr. Betz combined his passion
for cars with his passion to uplift the commu-
nity, and kept them both firmly rooted as a
part of his life.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Betz is an example of the
value found in community engagement. | am
honored to recognize Mr. Betz for doing his
part in bridging the gap, and thank him for the
positive impact he has made on the Santa
Ana and Orange County community.

———

ADDITIONAL SUPPLEMENTAL AP-
PROPRIATIONS FOR DISASTER
RELIEF REQUIREMENTS ACT, 2017

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2017

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of H.R. 2266, which provides $36.5
billion in aid to respond to the damage caused
by Hurricanes Irma and Maria, and the
wildfires currently raging in California.

Specifically, the aid package before us pro-
vides an additional $18.7 billion in supple-
mental appropriations for the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Disaster
Relief Fund (DRF) under the continuing reso-
lution (CR) that runs through Dec. 8 (P.L.
115-56).

Of this amount, as much as $4.9 billion
could be transferred to FEMA’s Community Di-
rect Loan (CDL) program to help local govern-
ments and U.S. territories provide essential
services.

The legislation before also provides an addi-
tional $16 billion in borrowing authority to the
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP),
which reached its borrowing limit after Hurri-
canes Harvey and Irma.

To alleviate the damage and suffering
caused by the wildfires in California, the legis-
lation provides $576.5 million for federal wild-
fire suppression programs.

There are particular concerns for our sen-
iors who survived the terrible storms that rav-
aged the Texas Coast, Florida, U.S. Virgin Is-
lands and Puerto Rico because so many of
them are alone, while trying to the do difficult
and hard job of cleaning out their homes, or
removing debris from their yards.

Mr. Speaker, the work is not done in my
State of Texas. There are thousands of fami-
lies who have no home to return to following
the historic flood.

We have low-income communities that are
struggling to find the new normal that FEMA
officials warned Texans would need to accept
following the historic flood.

A substantial portion of Houston’s residents
live in multi-family dwellings.

The city has lost low-income housing for the
elderly and the disabled.

The number of persons who remain dis-
placed and unable to find permanent housing
remains unacceptably high, with many towns
and cities left without space at hotels for visi-
tors or tourists, which contribute much needed
dollars to local economies.

As we rebuild the city must have sufficient
numbers of low-income, affordable, and ac-
cessible housing within the city limits so that
lives, families and communities can be re-
stored.
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The economics of a city requires that we
make room for everyone as Houston recovers.

Part of the work of rebuilding is to be sure
that post-Hurricane Harvey rebuilding and re-
covery leads to a better quality of life for all of
the people of Houston.

If we have the right balance of low income,
and affordable housing in the mix as we plan
the rebuild the recovery efforts will be a great
success.

We need a commitment that Community
Development Block Grant Program dollars will
have a dedicated amount to rebuild, repair, or
replace low-income affordable housing.

Recovery work in homes damaged by flood
water is hard work for young people, but it is
almost an impossible task for the elderly and
many are at risk of physical injury or falling
into poor health due to their age or medical
condition.

| am particularly concerned about the elderly
who survived the Hurricanes in Texas, Florida,
U.S. Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico.

Our nation’s seniors are proudly inde-
pendent, but a hurricane was not part of their
retirement plan.

Our seniors are trying to remove water-
logged furniture, remove sodden carpets, or
knock out damaged drywall. They are put at
risk of being injured or becoming ill.

Our seniors should not have to face the task
of recovery alone because they have survived
their children or may not live near a relative
who can help them.

My request to the appropriators is to re-
member that disasters do not visit only the
young and healthy.

The disabled and elderly are victims and
their needs during the recovery are very dif-
ferent and this should be addressed.

We need help our elderly and disabled with
getting sufficient resources in place to do this
difficult and heavy work of clearing their
homes so that they are safe, sanitary and can
be occupied.

If the homes of seniors are not cleared their
lives are put at risk due to mold, which will
come because Houston is a subtropical area
where dampness will allow spores to grow
within homes, which can cause health con-
cerns.

The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention alerted my office that they were con-
ducting surveillance in the Houston area for
medical conditions that can arise from expo-
sure to mold because of reported cases.

In future disasters there should be an effort
to extend the work of federal relief including
seeing to the needs of the elderly to be sure
they are living in safe and sanitary conditions.

Harvey did not spare Houston’s arts com-
munity or public spaces, but caused tremen-
dous damage to the: Alley Theater; Worthem
Opera; Jones Hall; and Hobby Center.

We must include plans to address the root
cause of some of the most catastrophic flood-
ing, water releases from the Addick and Bark-
er Dams.

| am committed to the Army Corp of Engi-
neers replacement of both of those dams.

The Army Corps should take the lead on
ensuring that much needed work at the Port of
Houston and throughout the impact zone for
the flooding is done, after a post Hurricane
Harvey assessment is completed to determine
the source of the flooding and report on what
needs to be done to mitigate the chance of a
reoccurrence.
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