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MAO and other partners in their work to pro-
vide health care services to rural populations 
through telemedicine. 

The services that MAO provides have grown 
to include a licensed professional counselor, 
mental health counselling and assessments, 
including for substance abuse and addiction, 
social services, and maternal and infant serv-
ices. MAO collaborates with three area sub-
stance abuse treatment centers to provide 
prevention education to recovering addicts. 
MAO also houses the Alabama AIDS Edu-
cation and Training Center (AETC), a con-
tinuing education program serving healthcare 
providers and professionals statewide. 

The board, staff, and community partners 
with MAO work every day to fulfill their vision, 
which is to eradicate HIV/AIDS and other dis-
eases that impact our most vulnerable neigh-
bors. The progress this organization has made 
in 30 years demonstrates what can be accom-
plished when dedicated and committed individ-
uals work together for substantive change. I 
am proud to be the Member of Congress that 
represents MAO. The reality is that all individ-
uals living with HIV/AIDS and related illnesses 
deserve to live a healthy life filled with dignity 
and respect. Thanks to MAO, countless lives 
have been touched and saved by their work. 

f 

KEITH SWERDFEGER TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Keith Swerdfeger of Pueblo, Colo-
rado, who has been honored with the Lifetime 
Business Achievement Award from the Colo-
rado State University–Pueblo. 

Keith Swerdfeger was born and raised in 
Pueblo, Colorado, and has had a lifelong pas-
sion to start a business and make a contribu-
tion to his hometown. In 1968, Keith realized 
his dream of becoming a business owner, 
opening Swerdfeger Construction, Inc. with his 
wife Sharon. This was the beginning of a very 
successful business venture. Today, 
Swerdfeger Construction, Inc. is a vital part of 
Pueblo’s economy as well as in Southern Col-
orado and six other states, employing 500 
people. Keith readily gives all of the credit to 
his employees for his company’s success, 
while continuing to strive to create more jobs 
and opportunities. 

Keith is passionate about investing in the 
Pueblo community and firmly believes that 
part of his company’s success has come as 
the result of the work he, his family and em-
ployees have done to give back. Keith has 
been very active with the Pueblo Economic 
Development Corporation, Pueblo County 
United Way, the Colorado Contractors, the 
Distribution Contractor Association, the Great-
er Pueblo Chamber of Commerce and other 
civic and industry associations. Keith rep-
resented Colorado House of Representatives 
District 47 from 2011 to 2013 where he served 
on the Economic and Business Development 
Committee, the Finance Committee and the 
Local Government Committee. He was a 
strong advocate for his District and the com-
munity of Pueblo—and worked diligently to 
bring jobs and economic opportunities to the 
people of southern Colorado. 

Mr. Speaker, Keith Swerdfeger has been a 
long-time business leader and tireless civic 
volunteer for his hometown of Pueblo, Colo-
rado. I’m fortunate to consider him a dear 
friend. When we tell younger generations of 
Puebloans that the keys to a successful life 
are dedication and a strong work ethic, we 
can point to Keith as an example. Pueblo is 
grateful to have Keith Swerdfeger as one of its 
sons. 
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HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2018 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, Soto amendment, 
Soto number 11 to Division H, the Department 
of Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2018, increased funding to 
the Housing for the Elderly Program by 
$2,500,000. It did so by shifting $2,500,000 
from the Policy Development and Research, 
Research and Technology account within 
HUD. 

I support increased funding for the Housing 
for the Elderly Program and thank Chairman 
DIAZ-BALART and my colleagues for their sup-
port of my amendment. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE ALA-
BAMA OUTSTANDING YOUNG 
FARM FAMILY FOR 2017 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the 
Alabama Outstanding Young Farm Family for 
2017, the Lovvorn Family. 

The Lovvorn’s, Eric, Carrly, Chole (2) and 
Landon (3 months), live in near Ranburne, 
Alabama, and have a four-house poultry farm 
and cattle. They also grow hay and are co- 
owners of LHT Trucking, a poultry house 
clean-out business. 

Eric grew up around poultry farming and by 
the age of 12 had decided chicken houses 
wouldn’t be in his future. That changed when 
he bought his first poultry farm in Cleburne 
County at the age of 20. Eric and Carrly met 
in 2008 at a University of Georgia football 
game and were married in 2011. Carrly works 
at Georgia Power Company. 

The Lovvorns love farming and want their 
children to know how important farming is. 
Eric serves as the Cleburne County Young 
Farmers chairman and participated in the Agri-
cultural Leaders for Alabama program. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the Alabama Outstanding Young Farm Family 
for 2017: Eric, Carrly, Chole and Landon 
Lovvorn. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 558, and YEA on Roll Call No. 559. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 150TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF TRINITY UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST, TAMAQUA 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Trinity United Church of Christ, 
Tamaqua which is celebrating its 150th anni-
versary this year. For a century and a half, 
Trinity has served as a place of worship and 
community for the residents of Tamaqua, from 
the early German settlers of the region to 
modern congregants from diverse back-
grounds. 

In 1835, Trinity’s parent church, St. John’s 
Evangelical Lutheran and Reformed Church, 
was founded by the German population of 
Tamaqua. In 1867, twelve men and their fami-
lies left the congregation of St. John’s to form 
Trinity Church under the guidance of Rev-
erend Levi K. Derr. One of the original twelve, 
Daniel Shepp donated land to build the church 
at the comer of Lafayette and Washington 
Streets. In September 1868, Reverend I.E. 
Graeff became the first full-time pastor, serv-
ing until March 1873. 

In 1961, the present church was dedicated 
and, over the following decades, improve-
ments were made to the building and grounds. 
The church’s distinctive exterior is marked by 
the Trinity chime, a landmark in Tamaqua. Ad-
ditionally, Trinity is unique in that it is one of 
the very few churches that have its own hymn. 
In 1942, Rev. Dr. Henry A. W. Shaeffer wrote 
the words, and Mrs. Gertrude Wagner wrote 
the music to the signature piece. 

Today, Trinity, under the leadership of Pas-
tor Darry Kensinger, celebrates a diverse, vi-
brant congregation dedicated to serving 
Tamaqua and the surrounding community in 
the tradition of the United Church of Christ, 
known for being open minded, inclusive, and 
welcoming. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
votes Tuesday, October 10, 2017. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘Yea’’ on roll call 
votes 558 and 559. 
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TAX COUNSELING FOR THE EL-

DERLY IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND 
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2018 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, Soto amendment, 
Soto number 27 to Division D, the Department 
of Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2018, increased funding to 
the Tax Counseling for the Elderly Program by 
$1,000,000. It did so by making an additional 
carveout of money from the overall Taxpayer 
Services Account. 

I support increased funding for the Tax 
Counseling for the Elderly Program and thank 
Chairman GRAVES and my colleagues for their 
support of my amendment. 

f 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 4, 2017 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Chair, I include in the 
RECORD a letter from the National Education 
Association. 

NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION, 
Washington, DC, October 4, 2017. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: On behalf of the 
more than three million members of the Na-
tional Education Association (NEA), and the 
50 million students they serve, we urge you 
to Vote No on the FY 2018 budget resolution 
(H. Con. Res. 71) being brought to the House 
floor this week, and offer our views on the 
alternative budgets that have been proposed. 
The budget should reflect the priorities of 
our nation and should especially meet the 
needs of children and those most in need. Ac-
tions on this issue may be included in the 
NEA Legislative Report Card for the 115th 
Congress. 

In addition to urging a NO vote on H. Con. 
Res. 71, we urge you to: 

Vote YES on the Democratic substitute 
budget. This budget stresses the need to in-
vest in our economic future. It lifts the 
budget caps, broadens access to education, 
defends and strengthens the Affordable Care 
Act, invests in infrastructure, raises the 
minimum wage, and supports tax reform 
that supports American families and work-
ers. 

Vote YES on the budget presented by the 
Congressional Progressive Caucus offered by 
Reps. Pocan (D–WI) and Grijalva (D–AZ). 
This budget provides a practical, progressive 
vision for our country by investing in 21st 
century infrastructure and jobs, tackling in-
equality, making corporations pay their fair 
share, and strengthening essential public 
programs. 

Vote YES on the budget presented by the 
Congressional Black Caucus offered by Rep. 
Scott (D–VA). This budget would establish 
funding levels to allow for investments in 
key programs like education, infrastructure 
and job training, makes the tax code more 
progressive and fair, repeals the Budget Con-
trol Act and ends the threat of sequestra-

tion, and create jobs while also reducing the 
deficit. 

Vote NO on the budget presented by the 
Republican Study Committee authored by 
Reps. Walker (R–NC) and McClintock (R– 
CA). This budget goes beyond the Budget 
Committee proposal in terms of balancing 
the budget on the backs of those least able 
to afford it by cutting spending $5.7 trillion 
over the next 10 years. The budget also 
would repeal the Affordable Care Act, in-
crease the Medicare eligibility age, and 
block grant Medicaid and the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program. 

We strongly oppose H. Con. Res. 71 because 
it takes us in the wrong direction as a nation 
by making dramatic cuts to essential pro-
grams and services in order to finance tax 
cuts for the wealthy. Specifically, we oppose: 

Doubling down on deep cuts to education 
and other domestic programs. This proposal 
would cut Non-Defense-Discretionary pro-
grams (i.e. education, health care, job train-
ing, etc.), which are already at historically 
low levels (as a percentage of GDP), by low-
ering the already inadequate spending caps 
by $5 billion in 2018 and cutting spending for 
NDD programs by $1.3 trillion over the next 
decade. This would force even deeper cuts to 
crucial investments like education depriving 
students of the opportunity they all deserve 
for a quality education. 

Making dramatic cuts for essential pro-
grams to finance a massive tax cut for the 
wealthy and add $2.4 trillion to our country’s 
debt. According to the Tax Policy Center, 
the top one percent of households would get 
80 percent of the framework’s next tax cuts, 
or more than $200,000 annually on average. 

Slashing Medicaid and other health pro-
grams, which provides healthcare for more 
than one-third of our nation’s children. Over-
all funding for Medicaid and other programs 
would be cut by $1.5 trillion over the decade, 
while Medicare would be cut by $487 billion 
over the decade. 

Voucherizing Medicare and shifting costs 
to seniors. Under the proposed plan, seniors 
would receive ‘‘premium support’’—fixed 
payments to help buy coverage, which would 
likely fail to keep pace with rising 
healthcare costs. The plan also could also 
lead to the gradual demise of traditional 
Medicare by making the pool of beneficiaries 
smaller, older, and sicker—and increasingly 
costly to cover. 

Student aid cuts, which appear to include 
deep cuts to the Pell Grant program and stu-
dent loans. We should be working to make 
college more affordable for more students. 

For too long Congress has tied its own 
hands with senseless and untenable budget 
caps, resulting in wholly inadequate funding 
levels for critical programs like education. 
This budget would make that problem much 
worse and sets the stage to enact massive 
tax cuts for the wealthy. We urge you to 
Vote NO on the FY18 budget resolution (H. 
Con. Res. 71). 

Sincerely, 
MARC EGAN, 

Director, Government Relations, 
National Education Association. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DONALD G. 
FREEMAN 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Donald G. Freeman, a constituent 
of California’s Twentieth Congressional district 

on the occasion of his retirement. Don began 
his tenure as City Attorney for the City of Car-
mel-by-the-Sea in 1983. Since then, he has 
worked with seven mayors and is the longest 
serving city attorney in the city’s history. Dur-
ing his tenure, he has provided a full range of 
legal services as the chief legal advisor to the 
city council, city administrator, the city’s de-
partments, boards and commissions. He has 
consistently provided sound legal advice to the 
council during the course of innumerable 
meetings and has served as counsel for sev-
eral special districts, including the Carmel 
Area Wastewater and the Seaside Redevelop-
ment Agency. He is also an active member of 
the Association of Monterey Bay Area Govern-
ments, as well as the Mayor’s Water Authority. 
He has also gone out of his way to provide 
the council, city staff, board and commission 
members with mentoring and training in areas 
of ethics, conflicts of interest, and the Brown 
Act. 

In the performance of his duties, Don regu-
larly evaluated projects that involved complex 
legal issues, recommended options to mini-
mize legal risk, and ensured due process in 
city decisions. As he managed and guided the 
city through various types of litigation, he dem-
onstrated a mastery of negotiating lease 
agreements, and drafting ordinances and res-
olutions that helped protect and preserve the 
character and integrity of Carmel-by-the-Sea. 

In addition to the vital role he played in 
service to the City, Don maintained a strong 
belief in public service, helping others, funda-
mental fairness, and the importance of law 
and education. Over time, he developed a 
keen appreciation for the history of Carmel 
and for its unique village character, eventually 
becoming one of its staunchest defenders. His 
understanding of Carmel-by-the-Sea, and his 
many contributions have proven to be indis-
pensable to the city’s officials and residents. 

Don has built strong ties that have bene-
fitted Carmel. His counsel, guidance, and sup-
port to the City Council, city employees, and 
the community have made him a valued col-
league. His historical and institutional knowl-
edge will be missed by those who will carry on 
the work of the City or Carmel. 

In honor and recognition of his service, I 
would like to express my gratitude and appre-
ciation to Donald G. Freeman for his more 
than 33 years of counsel, advice, and dedica-
tion to the city of Carmel-by-the-Sea. I ask 
that my colleagues join me in wishing Mr. 
Freeman the very best in his future endeav-
ors, and a very happy retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ROBIN 
MADSEN—LABOR LEADER AND 
FRIEND 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to a dear friend, a committed public 
servant, and a fierce labor leader from St. 
Paul, Minnesota—Ms. Robin Madsen. Robin 
passed away last week at the age of 69 after 
a battle with cancer. Her death is a personal 
loss for me since I have known her for more 
than thirty years. Robin was a wonderful 
woman, a tireless believer in organized labor, 
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