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TRIBUTE TO JOHN GABRIEL SMITH

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 10, 2017

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to Mr. John Gabriel Smith, a constituent in
St. Mary’s County, Maryland, whose courage
broke barriers and advanced the cause of in-
tegration and equality in our country. This Sat-
urday, he will be honored at the homecoming
game at Gonzaga College High School in
Washington, DC, where he made history in
1954 as its first African-American graduate.

Along with his two sisters, Gabe—as he is
known to his family, friends, and neighbors in
St. Mary’s County—learned hard work and dili-
gence from his parents amid the turbulent
times of Jim Crow as he grew up in the
1940’s. He found comfort and calm in the
teachings of his Catholic faith and in fellow-
ship at St. Peter Claver Church in Ridge,
Maryland. There, he served as an altar boy
and met the Jesuit priest who would become
his mentor, Father Horace McKenna. Under
the guidance of Father McKenna, Gabe devel-
oped a deep desire to find God and pursue
the priesthood. Asking his spiritual guide what
he would need to do, he learned that he would
first have to study Latin. However, none of the
segregated schools in Southern Maryland of-
fered Latin courses.

From Father McKenna, though, Gabe also
learned that Gonzaga College High offered
Latin and all the other subjects prerequisite to
prepare for the priesthood—and then-Arch-
bishop Patrick O’'Boyle had ordered the de-
segregation of the schools within the Arch-
diocese of Washington in 1948. Thus, in 1951,
Gabe walked into Gonzaga College High as
its first African-American student, bravely
breaking the color barrier and preparing the
way for the more than 1,100 African-American
Gonzaga College High students who have fol-
lowed him.

At Gonzaga College High, Gabe witnessed
less of the abusive conditions of segregation
that he had encountered in Southern Mary-
land, and many of his classmates stood with
him in solidarity against bigotry outside the
school walls. But as a member of the school’s
Purple Eagle football team, he had to face op-
posing teams from still-segregated schools
whose players and fans directed their igno-
rance and hatred in his direction. His coach,
Joe Kozik, stood by him throughout and pre-
sided over a team that rallied around Gabe.
He would never forget the support he found
among his peers and from Coach Kozik, who
became as much a mentor to him as Father
McKenna had been.

When Gabe became the first African-Amer-
ican student to graduate Gonzaga College
High in 1954, the Supreme Court reached its
historic decision in Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation and required the complete integration of
America’s public schools. Gabe and others
who had already been trailblazers inspired
other young African-American students around
the country to be the first in their communities
to desegregate their local schools as our na-
tion struggled to achieve full enforcement of
the Brown decision in the years that followed.

While Gabe never ended up becoming a
priest, he nonetheless rooted his life strongly
in faith and built a career as a pharmacist
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upon the foundation in Latin and the sciences
that he studied first at Gonzaga College High
and then later at Howard University. He
worked in the field for more than four dec-
ades, retiring this past spring. For many years
now, Gabe has been an active member of the
Mt. Ennon Baptist Church’s Men’s Ministry,
helping to inspire others to achieve and pur-
sue their own dreams as he did his. | hope my
colleagues will join me in congratulating Gabe
on his retirement after a long and productive
career serving the community in St. Mary’s
County and on being honored this weekend at
his alma mater. | wish him and his wife of fifty
years—Mrs. Jeanette Graves Smith—and their
entire family well on this happy occasion.

RECOGNIZING THE QUINCY AIR
EVAC LIFETEAM’S 20TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. DARIN LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 10, 2017

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, | recog-
nize the Quincy Air Evac Lifeteam for their
commitment to our community as they cele-
brate their 20th anniversary.

For twenty years, the Quincy Air Evac
Lifeteam provided lifesaving access to crucial
medical services for those who need it most.
By providing air ambulance support, the Quin-
cy Air Evac Lifeteam provided safe and rapid
emergency transportation to the most vulner-
able in the Quincy community. The Quincy Air
Evac Lifeteam is essential to the safety of citi-
zens in the rural communities of lllinois’ 18th
Congressional District.

The Quincy Air Evac Lifeteam sets the gold
standard for care among Air Evac Lifeteams
around the country. In 2017, the National
Paramedic of the year for Air Evac Lifeteam
was awarded to a member of Quincy’s team.
| am grateful to the Quincy Air Evac Lifeteam
for their service to our community and the
lives they have saved.

| extend my sincere congratulations to the
Quincy Air Evac Lifeteam on twenty years of
service and | wish for their continued safety as
they continue to protect the Quincy commu-
nity.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TIM MURPHY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 10, 2017

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
owing to a leave of absence for personal rea-
sons, | was unable to cast votes on October
4th and 5th. Had | been present, | would have
voted as follows:

On Roll Call No. 553, the Rep. Grijalva Pro-
gressive Caucus Substitute Amendment to H.
Con. Res. 71 (the FY’ 2018 Budget Resolu-
tion), | would have voted “Nay.”

On Roll Call No. 554, the Rep. Scott Con-
gressional Black Caucus Substitute Amend-
ment to H. Con. Res. 71 (the FY’ 2018 Budget
Resolution), | would have voted “Nay.”

On Roll Call No. 555, the Rep. McClintock
Republican  Study Committee  Substitute
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Amendment to H. Con. Res. 71 (the FY’ 2018
Budget Resolution), | would have voted “Nay.”

On Roll Call No. 556, Rep. Yarmuth Demo-
cratic Caucus Substitute Amendment to H.
Con. Res. 71 (the FY’ 2018 Budget Resolu-
tion), | would have voted “Nay.”

On Roll Call No. 557, Adoption of H. Con.
Res. 71 (the FY’ 2018 Budget Resolution), |
would have voted “Aye.”

On Roll Call No. 558, Approval of the Jour-
nal, | would have voted “Aye.”

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF PATRICIA
YATES

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 10, 2017

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
memory of Patricia Yates, who passed away
on October 2, 2017, after a lifetime of public
service to her community. Born in San Fran-
cisco on February 18, 1921, Mrs. Yates was
raised in a family with a well-regarded history
of public service at both the state and local
level. This environment helped mold in her a
passion for service. She graduated from U.C.
Berkeley in 1941 before immediately going to
work for the federal government.

During World War I, Mrs. Yates worked as
an economist for the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics, and traveled across the country to
inspect stores and track the prices of vital
goods. This exposure to people from all walks
of life and their diverse lifestyles,
contextualized her dedication to public service.

By 1952, Mrs. Yates moved with her hus-
band to Marin County, where she would reside
for the rest of her life. She attained a Masters
of Arts in teaching from Dominican University
in 1967, and became a teacher at San
Domenico High School in San Anselmo.
There, she endeavored to instill her passion
for civic engagement into her students, even-
tually becoming the chair of the school’s social
studies department. After 8 years of teaching,
Mrs. Yates retired in order to pursue her grow-
ing passion for land and resource conserva-
tion in Marin County.

Following years of volunteer work with Marin
Conservation League, Mrs. Yates became one
of the first women to be elected to the Board
of the Marin Municipal Water District in 1982.
She occupied this role for six years over the
course of two terms, serving as the Board
President for two of those years. Even after
retiring from the Board in 1991, she continued
to volunteer her time teaching students and
the public about ecology and the importance
of the natural environment.

Mr. Speaker, the depth of Mrs. Yates’ serv-
ice to her community has left a lasting legacy
in Marin County, and she will be dearly
missed. It is therefore appropriate that we pay
tribute to her today and honor her many con-
tributions.
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF DIANE GLASSER

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 10, 2017

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, it is with tre-
mendous sadness that | rise today to honor
the life and contributions of Diane Glasser.
Diane was a former Vice Mayor of the City of
Tamarac, a dear personal friend, a con-
stituent, and an activist who contributed great-
ly to the growth of Democratic politics in
Broward County and Florida. She passed
away on October 10, 2017 at the age of 89,
and is survived by her son Craig Glasser of
Sunrise, Florida.

Originally from Mill Basin in Brooklyn, New
York, Diane and her husband moved to the
City of Tamarac in 1973. She worked in the
construction industry for twelve years. In 2004,
Diane was appointed First Vice Chairwoman
of the Florida Democratic Party.

She was then elected to the Tamarac City
Commission in 2008, where she served until
her retirement in 2016. She also served on
various Boards in Broward County, including
the Broward School Board Senior Advisory
Task Force and the Broward Human Rights
Board.

Diane was an Elected Florida Delegate in
the last six Democratic National Conventions,
and cast her vote in the Electoral College for
the State of Florida in 1996 for Former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton and in 2000 for Former Vice
President Al Gore.

Mr. Speaker, Diane was a very special
woman who profoundly impacted our commu-
nity. Her spirit and loving memory will always
live on. She will be dearly missed.

————

HONORING THOMAS MACAULAY’S
50 YEARS OF SERVICE IN THE
MASSENA VOLUNTEER FIRE DE-
PARTMENT

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 10, 2017

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Thomas Macaulay for his 50 years of
service in the Massena Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment.

Since joining the department in 1967, Mr.
Macaulay has proven to be an effective lead-
er, advancing through the ranks of Lieutenant,
Captain, and Assistant Chief of the depart-
ment. As a testament to his distinguished
service, he was chosen by his peers as Fire-
man of the Year in 1998. A decade later, Mr.
Macaulay was elected to serve as Chief of the
department until 2010. Currently serving as
Treasurer, he continues to be a valuable asset
to the Massena community.

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, |
would like to thank Mr. Macaulay for the sac-
rifices he has made in protecting the residents
of Massena for over half a century. We ap-
plaud Mr. Macaulay for his selfless service,
and for acting as an example for future gen-
erations of firefighters.
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HONORING THE WORK OF REG-
ISTERED NURSES IN AFTER-
MATH OF NATURAL DISASTERS

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 10, 2017

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor registered nurses
across our nation who have urgently worked
on the front lines after the deadly hurricanes
this past season. In particular, Dotty Nygard
and Rhonda Risner, who are a part of a large
network of volunteers that are deployed after
natural disasters to help take care of patients.

Three weeks after Hurricane Harvey hit
south Texas, registered nurses were deployed
for weeks at a time. There these nurses gave
dedicated care to their patients to ensure that
the viruses had not spread to anyone and that
they received the specific attention they need-
ed. Their work was integral to the safety of
victims after natural disasters. Viruses and dis-
eases can spread quickly after natural disas-
ters due to the number of different people in
confined places. It is the nurses who spot the
signs of these viruses as soon as they can,
and it is the nurses who become the first de-
fense against the spreading of flus and other
life-threatening viruses.

While serving the victims of the hurricane,
nurses encountered a multitude of chronic
issues, including heart attacks, strokes, and
hypertensive crises from patients who have ei-
ther never had access to health care or lost
their medications in the floods. It is because of
nurses’ insight, diligent observation, and quick
response that these people are still alive
today.

Nurses across the nation have created a
network of 20,000 volunteers who have trav-
eled the world, helping victims of natural dis-
asters. The nurses have gone to the Phil-
ippines after a tsunami, Haiti following the
earthquake, and worked with the U.S. Navy in
Central and South America. Many of the pa-
tients they face have no access to their medi-
cations after a disaster or their access to med-
ical care is severely limited or non-existent.
These nurses are at the front lines saving
lives in disasters all over the world, and their
work cannot be forgotten.

Mr. Speaker, across the nation registered
nurses’ dedication and benevolence in their
care for victims of natural disasters all over
the world are integral to patients’ safety and
well-being and the eventual recovery of any
area. We must always remember to honor and
thank those first responders in their work
around the world, especially those nurses who
give up their time in hospitals and health cen-
ters to care for victims after a natural disaster.

———

HONORING DR. DEIRDRE J.
LOUGHLIN

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, October 10, 2017

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in honor of Dr. Deirdre J. Loughlin. Deirdre’s
work as a teacher has touched the lives of so
many students and families. As Manager of
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Staff Development, she poured her time and
talent into creating an atmosphere of excel-
lence throughout Worcester Public Schools,
leaving a legacy of progress that will benefit
our students for years to come.

But Mr. Speaker, her lessons extended far
beyond the classroom. In fact, if you spent the
day with her, you would think she taught the
entire city of Worcester. Seldom does a day
pass by that she doesn’t run into a former stu-
dent. Deirdre is the kind of teacher that be-
comes a friend for life: staying in touch as stu-
dents grow and continue on to that next chap-
ter, always remembering a name, a memory—
and yes, even that homework assignment you
missed in Chemistry class.

In the years | have known her, | have been
personally inspired by her drive to make things
better for every single young person in
Worcester, no matter who they are or where
they’re from. She’s worked with the School
Committee to set strategic goals and measure
success by the best benchmarks available.
She’s gotten creative, partnering with outside
organizations to improve each school's cur-
riculum and expand students’ horizons. She’s
created a solid foundation which our schools
will build upon for generations. And she’s
never lost sight of what it's all about at the
end of the day: ensuring that each student has
the support and opportunities he or she needs
to thrive.

It is with warm wishes and a deep apprecia-
tion for her lifetime of public service that |
send my congratulations on behalf of the peo-
ple of Worcester and the United States Con-
gress as together we celebrate “Dr. Deirdre J.
Loughlin Day” on October fifteenth, two thou-
sand seventeen.

————

IN HONOR OF SHERANDO HIGH
SCHOOL’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 10, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize and congratulate an excellent high
school in the 10th Congressional District of
Virginia, Frederick County’s Sherando High
School, while the school community is cele-
brating its 25th Anniversary.

The school's slogan, “where one person
can make a difference,” summarizes the car-
ing, respectful culture that has been created at
Sherando High School during those 25 years.
Central to this special culture are the guiding
words of the Mission for the staff, wherein
they accept responsibility for providing “a safe
and supportive environment that encourages
intellectual, emotional, physical and social
growth” and “a positive educational atmos-
phere which will encourage students to maxi-
mize their learning opportunities.” The
Sherando community is proud of the fact that
the entire community supports students with
learning differences and that these students
are encouraged to be an important part of the
school and to benefit from the daily edu-
cational and social activities of the school.
This caring attitude also extends to other stu-
dents, including those struggling with severe
depression. Hundreds of members of the
Sherando community have participated in Out
of the Darkness walks, raising funds for sui-
cide prevention programs.
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