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Changing the baseline could cause Con-

gress to inaccurately calculate the detri-
mental impact of tax cuts and therefore 
allow lawmakers to disregard important 
rules such as those that guide the use of rec-
onciliation in order to limit long-term def-
icit increases. As you know, the Byrd Rule 
prevents reconciliation procedures from 
being used in the Senate to pass legislation 
that increases the deficit beyond the budget 
window. Adopting a current-policy baseline 
would effectively hide the $400 billion cost of 
extending expiring tax cuts, and pretend 
that they are revenue neutral in order to 
meet the Senate’s reconciliation require-
ments. 

Such a change will have costly con-
sequences. Every dollar of lost revenue hid-
den by a misleading or inaccurate current- 
policy baseline is a dollar added to our def-
icit that will in turn make it harder to ade-
quately fund important priorities, such as 
national security, infrastructure, disaster re-
lief, health care and the safety net for our 
most vulnerable citizens. 

Resorting to gimmicks such as the ‘‘cur-
rent-policy baseline’’ and creating unreal-
istic assumptions about economic growth 
rates obscures the full cost of tax cuts and 
severely undermines our ability to put the 
federal budget on a sustainable fiscal path. 
Whether these gimmicks serve a procedural 
or rhetorical role, the end result is the same: 
fiscally irresponsible policies, larger deficits, 
and erosion of the American people’s con-
fidence in our fiscal stewardship. 

As you know, our annual deficits are pro-
jected to swell to over $1 trillion by the end 
of the decade. Equally troublesome, the na-
tional debt is on an unsustainable trajec-
tory. If we willfully choose to inaccurately 
account for taxing and spending legislation, 
then we will place our economic wellbeing in 
jeopardy and saddle future generations with 
the burden of shouldering today’s fiscal 
wrongs. Instead, we must be open and honest 
with the American people. The traditional 
CBO baseline best accomplishes that by pro-
viding the most transparent and precise 
measure of the impacts of our fiscal policies. 

Accordingly, we urge you to resist calls to 
abandon the CBO baseline in the budget reso-
lution so that the American people are fully 
apprised of how we are affecting the nation’s 
financial future. 

Sincerely, 
HAKEEM JEFFRIES, 

Co-Chair, House 
Democratic Policy 
and Communications 
Committee. 

JOSEPH CROWLEY, 
Chairman, House 

Democratic Caucus. 
STENY H. HOYER, 

House Democratic 
Whip. 

JOHN YARMUTH, 
Ranking Member, 

House Committee on 
the Budget. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MR. DENNIS 
PRESLEY 

HON. MARK MEADOWS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Dennis Presley of Buncombe 
County, North Carolina. On behalf of the peo-
ple of Western North Carolina, I would like to 
thank Mr. Presley for over 35 years of service 

to our communities and congratulate him on 
his recent retirement. 

Dennis Presley began his career with 
Skyland Fire and Rescue in 1978. From here, 
Chief Presley worked his way up from Fire-
fighter to Chief of Skyland Fire and Rescue. 
While working in Skyland, Chief Presley also 
served Asheville Fire and Rescue as both a 
Captain and District Commander. During his 
time in Asheville, Chief Presley’s team was 
the first to save a life using an automatic 
defibrillator, and he received an award from 
the Asheville City Manager for his heroism 
during a swift water rescue. All told, Chief 
Presley has earned over 10 awards for his 
leadership, heroism, and devotion to his com-
munity. 

Outside of the fire station, Chief Presley 
continues his dedication to the firefighters of 
Western North Carolina by serving as an in-
surance agent for over thirty fire departments 
and as the first Chairman of the Buncombe 
County Fire Chiefs Association. In addition to 
this work in Buncombe County, Chief Presley 
actively serves in the Western North Carolina 
Association of Firefighters, the Buncombe 
County Firefighters Association, and as a Stat-
istician with the North Carolina State Fire-
fighters Association. While he has gone above 
and beyond the call of duty for his fellow fire-
men, Chief Presley has also found time to 
lead his family, serve his church, and invest in 
many friendships. 

Chief Presley has earned the respect and 
friendship of the people of Buncombe County 
through his hard work and wide-ranging in-
volvement in his community. For his service to 
Western North Carolina. I am honored to ex-
press to Chief Presley the gratitude and best 
wishes of the people of North Carolina on his 
retirement. 
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HONORING GERTIE SOLE ARCHER 

HON. DAVID B. McKINLEY 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the memory of Gertie Sole Archer, who 
passed away in August, for her service and 
contributions to her community. Mrs. Archer 
was born in Muddy Creek, West Virginia and 
lived in Middlebourne, WV for most of her life. 
Mrs. Archer contributed to her community as a 
County Clerk in Tyler County, as an active 
member in the Muddy Creek Church of Christ, 
the Tyler County High School Athletic and 
Band Boosters, and offered her time to many 
other community organizations. 

As a long-standing and active member of 
the Tyler County Republican Women’s Club, 
she enthusiastically volunteered to support the 
election of Republican candidates. As the first 
Republican Congressman from the 1st District 
in 42 years, I benefited from her work and 
friendship. She also worked tirelessly to im-
prove the streetscape, parks and recreational 
facilities in Middlebourne, her hometown for 50 
years. 

Today, we honor Mrs. Archer and her con-
tributions to her community. We join her 
friends and family in mourning the loss of a 
stalwart in her community. 

MR. TOM CAMP’S 55 YEARS OF 
SAFE DRIVING FOR UPS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cel-
ebrate Livonia, Michigan resident, Tom Camp 
on achieving 55 years of safe driving for the 
United Parcel Service (UPS). 

Tom Camp is the first driver ever in UPS 
history to achieve 55 years of safe driving with 
no Department of Transportation reportable 
accidents during this period. 

Having driven over a million miles and 
transported over 5 million packages, 77-year- 
old Marine Corps veteran Tom Camp is al-
ways on the lookout. He attributes his safe 
driving record to his keen sense of caution 
and awareness of the other drivers on the 
road. 

We should all take note from Mr. Camp’s 
advice, ‘‘You just have to pay attention out 
there. You can’t get distracted. Safety is No. 
1.’’ 

His dedication to safety is perhaps only ri-
valed by his passion for customer service. 
‘‘Anyone can deliver a package,’’ he says. ‘‘It’s 
the person delivering the package that makes 
all the difference,’’ and, since 1962, Mr. Camp 
has taken this to heart, brightening the days of 
so many of his neighbors. 

I congratulate Mr. Camp on this record- 
breaking achievement and applaud him for 
serving as a role model of conscientious driv-
ing and safety. Here’s to many more years of 
safe driving. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF INTER-
NATIONAL PLASMA AWARENESS 
WEEK 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, on October 8 to 
14, 2017, across the United States and 
throughout the world, patients, plasma donors 
and plasma collection centers will join together 
to observe International Plasma Awareness 
Week. There will be events to raise global 
awareness of the crucial need for plasma to 
create lifesaving therapies, recognize that 
plasma donors contribute greatly in saving and 
improving lives, and increase understanding of 
the many rare diseases and plasma protein 
therapies that help to treat them. 

Plasma-derived therapies and recombinant 
blood clotting factors, collectively known as 
plasma protein therapies, are unique, biologic 
medicines that are either infused or injected to 
treat a variety of rare, life-threatening, chronic, 
and genetic diseases including bleeding dis-
orders, hereditary angioedema, immune defi-
ciencies, pulmonary disorders, neurological 
disorders, shock and trauma, liver cirrhosis, 
and infectious diseases such as tetanus, hep-
atitis, and rabies. 

Plasma-derived therapies save and improve 
lives of individuals throughout the world, in-
cluding in emergency and surgical medicine. 
Plasma protein therapies have significantly im-
proved the quality of life, markedly improved 
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patient outcomes, and extended the life ex-
pectancy of individuals with rare, chronic dis-
eases and conditions. 

Healthy, committed donors provide the plas-
ma essential to manufacture these lifesaving 
therapies; and there are more than 575 plas-
ma collection centers in the U.S. that have 
demonstrated their commitment to plasma 
donor and patient safety and quality by earn-
ing International Quality Plasma Program 
(IQPP) certification. 

I ask that my colleagues in the House of 
Representatives join me and rise in com-
memoration of International Plasma Aware-
ness Week, honoring those committed donors 
and collection centers who make and collect 
needed and lifesaving contributions. 
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HONORING LIEUTENANT COM-
MANDER JONATHAN SCHAFLER 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing United States Coast Guard 
Community Affairs Officer Jonathan Schafler 
for his years of service as liaison to the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

Prior to his service as a Community Affairs 
Officer, Lieutenant Commander Schafler 
served as a drilling reservist. He was deployed 
overseas several times, including for one year 
in Iraq with Patrol Forces Southwest Asia as 
the Liaison to the Iraqi Coastal Boarder 
Guard, and in Spain with Port Security Unit 
305. 

Since Lt. Cmdr. Schafler began his position 
as a Community Affairs Officer for the District 
of Columbia, he and his coworkers have con-
tributed more than 55,000 volunteer hours to 
the District; delivered over 200,000 pounds of 
food to pantries in the Ward 8 community as 
part of the ‘‘Feds Feed Families’’ outreach 
program; loaned over 2,300 tents to various 
community outreach events; and implemented 
a successful ‘‘Partnerships in Education and 
Services’’ program at six D.C.-area schools. 

In addition to his work as a Community Af-
fairs Officer, Lt. Cmdr. Schafler served as the 
Coast Guard liaison to the Anacostia Coordi-
nating Council (ACC), a group that has been 
dedicated to the Ward 8 community since 
1983. Lt. Cmdr. Schafler was designated as 
the liaison when he approached Vice Admiral 
Manson Brown at an ACC meeting. 

Lt. Cmdr. Schafler also worked at the United 
States Department of the Interior for 25 years 
as a National Park Service Ranger, Federal 
Game Warden and Wildlife Refuge Manager 
at nine locations, from Alaska to Puerto Rico. 

Therefore, I ask the House of Representa-
tives to join me in recognizing Lt. Cmdr. Jona-
than Schafler for his years of service to the 
U.S. government and the District of Columbia. 

HONORING NEPPERHAN COMMU-
NITY CENTER 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, in my district 
there are several community focused organi-
zations that do amazing work on behalf of my 
constituents. The Nepperhan Community Cen-
ter in Yonkers is one of those standout organi-
zations, and this year it celebrates its incred-
ible 75th anniversary. 

Nepperhan Community Center (NCC) was 
founded by a group of concerned neighbors in 
the Nepperhan section of Yonkers (now Run-
yon Heights) in the late 1930s. This group 
wanted a meeting place that could also ac-
commodate recreational activities and classes 
for the youth. In 1942, NCC became officially 
incorporated, and with the help of United Way, 
purchased a building at 117 Palisades Ave-
nue. The activities offered at this location ex-
panded to include cooking, basketball, sewing 
and occasional social dances. Scholarships 
were also offered to deserving students for up-
state campsites. Through the years, the pro-
grams and services offered by NCC increased 
by more than twenty-fold. Even though the de-
mand for services was increasing, NCC was 
still functioning on a part-time basis. In the late 
1960s, NCC relocated to 302 Warburton Ave-
nue, where it undertook new programming, 
along with Yonkers YCAP, in the field of edu-
cation, tutoring, remedial reading and math. 
NCC also started its first parental involvement 
program. 

NCC initiated a Black Studies and Cultural 
Enrichment program, which for the first time, 
afforded many young individuals in the com-
munity the experience of going to black the-
ater, plays, and seeing ballets. Today, NCC 
still carries on that tradition, in addition to pre-
senting our own theatrical productions. During 
this time, NCC became aware of the many so-
cial ills that were affecting our community in 
the areas of employment, housing, education, 
high youth crime, etc. NCC addressed these 
issues by setting up an Ex-Offender Program 
and a few years later a Youthful Offender pro-
gram, with built-in help that offered assistance 
with employment, housing, life coping skills 
and education. Other programs included: wel-
fare rights, veterans services, pre-trial inter-
vention, drug programs, social and rec-
reational programs. 

NCC has grown from a part-time social 
agency, serving a few people yearly, to now 
providing direct services, referral and sup-
portive services on a full-time basis. The addi-
tion of these capabilities has enabled NCC to 
assist thousands of children and their families. 
Today under strong leadership from Dr. Jim 
Bostic and his team, it continues to offer in-
valuable service to the Yonkers community 
and beyond. I want to congratulate them on 
75 terrific years and say here’s to 75 more. 

WELCOMING NEW CITIZENS 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and sincerity that I take this 
time to congratulate thirty individuals who will 
take their oaths of citizenship on Friday, Octo-
ber 13, 2017. This memorable occasion will be 
held at the United States Courthouse and 
Federal Building in Hammond, Indiana. 

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come 
from countries around the world to the United 
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. Oath ceremonies are a shining example 
of what is so great about the United States of 
America—that people from all over the world 
can come together and unite as members of 
a free, democratic nation. These individuals 
realize that nowhere else in the world offers a 
better opportunity for success than here in 
America. 

On October 13, 2017, the following people, 
representing many nations throughout the 
world, will take their oaths of citizenship in 
Hammond, Indiana: Christopher Richard 
Sweet, Hikmat Mahmood Jbara, Abimbola 
Harninat Elenitoba-Johnson, Inessa 
Sergeyevna Bodrova, Radoslaw Jan 
Nabrzyski, Bhavik Kapilbhai Pathak, Zivojin 
Gino Djuric, Petrica Murariu Botez, Corina 
Gabriela Murariu-Botez, Obiefuna Foster Eze, 
Ai-Anh Thi Truong, Pavel Veljanoski, Caterina 
Susana Bosio Ruiz, Kan-Wei Coduti, 
Alejandra Diaz, Bijan Farajzadeh, Angela 
Izchel Fonseca, Adrian Fuentes, Gabriela Her-
rera, Jean Yves Jean Mardy, Petra Pacheco 
Dorado, Maria Guadalupe Perretta, Patricia 
Reid-Sinclair, Liliana Romo, Samantha Wenz, 
Jade Yu Rui Yang, Radomir Cvetkovski, Lan 
Phuoc Mai, Gilles Jean Claude Charriere and 
Heidy Lobo Gibson. 

Although each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or 
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives, 
each is inspired by the fact that the United 
States of America is, as Abraham Lincoln de-
scribed it, a country ‘‘ . . . of the people, by 
the people, and for the people.’’ They realize 
that the United States is truly a free nation. By 
seeking American citizenship, they have made 
the decision that they want to live in a place 
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment 
of the Constitution, they can practice religion 
as they choose, speak their minds without fear 
of punishment, and assemble in peaceful pro-
test should they choose to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask you and my 
other distinguished colleagues to join me in 
congratulating these individuals who will be-
come citizens of the United States of America 
on October 13, 2017. They, too, will be Amer-
ican citizens, guaranteed the inalienable rights 
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
We, as a free and democratic nation, con-
gratulate them and welcome them. 
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