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and rural America for shoring up infrastruc-
tures; energizing communities; seeding intel-
lectual, scientific, technological, and eco-
nomic capital; and ensuring healthy, sus-
tainable, communities. 

HURRICANE SUPPORT 

NAFEO supports the CBC Budget rec-
ommendation to provide a $200 billion down 
payment to aid victims of recent hurricanes. 
As noted above, NAFEO represents 106 
HBCUs including the University of the Vir-
gin Islands (‘‘UVI’’). The UVI President, Dr. 
David Hall, has shared that the University 
has endured tremendous challenges associ-
ated with the recent hurricanes, and is in 
dire need of operating funds. Dr. Hall writes 
‘‘Due to the problems the Territory is facing 
as a result of the two [now three] hurricanes, 
and their financial impact, the monthly al-
lotments to the University ha[ve] not been 
received. We receive approximately $2.6 mil-
lion each month from the local government 
and without those funds we will cease to op-
erate. We are resuming classes on October 
9th and the University will need to pay its 
employees and address other critical needs. 
Federal funding specifically earmarked to 
the University to operate would be ex-
tremely helpful and valuable.’’ 

Representative, we need your leadership to 
ensure that our nation’s budget reflects our 
priorities and especially the needs of our stu-
dents. The CBC Budget focuses on meeting 
the needs of our nation. We look forward to 
working with members of Congress to ad-
vance a budget that reflective of what we 
need and deserve. 

Sincerely, 
LEZLI BASKERVILLE, 

President & CEO. 
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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 4, 2017 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the concurrent resolution (H. 
Con. Res. 71) establishing the congressional 
budget for the United States Government for 
fiscal year 2018 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2019 
through 2027: 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Chair, as the Ranking 
Member of the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I strongly oppose House 
Concurrent Resolution 71. 

This Budget Resolution would direct the 
Oversight Committee to identify a minimum of 
$32 billion in savings over ten years. 

Only two of the other 11 authorizing commit-
tees would be instructed to make more drastic 
cuts to federal programs—the Ways and 
Means Committee would have to identify at 
least $52 billion and the Judiciary Committee 
would have to identify at least $45 billion in 
cuts. 

Once again, House Republicans are tar-
geting middle class civil service workers and 
their pensions for massive reductions. 

The Republican Budget would require fed-
eral workers to contribute significantly more to 
their pension plans than they do now. 

It would also end the retirement supplement 
for employees like law enforcement officers 

who are required by law to retire before reach-
ing eligibility age for Social Security benefits. 

It would also eliminate pensions altogether 
for new hires. 

This Budget Resolution would slash the fed-
eral workforce by 10 percent through attrition 
in certain agencies by limiting agencies to one 
new hire for every three employees who 
leave. 

I am utterly dismayed at the relentless Re-
publican attacks on middle class federal work-
ers without any real consideration of what they 
do every single day for the American people. 

Over the past several years, Republicans in 
Congress have cut federal employee com-
pensation and retirement benefits for a total of 
nearly $200 billion in order to pay for deficit 
reduction and other government programs. 

The argument that federal workers must 
sacrifice for the good of the country might 
have made some sense when the country was 
struggling during the Great Recession, and 
they did sacrifice. 

But it makes much less sense now that our 
economy is recovering and the wage gains 
made by private sector workers are far out-
stripping those of workers who commit their 
lives to public service. 

The argument that federal workers must be 
continually forced to sacrifice for deficit reduc-
tion also loses its strength when House Re-
publicans are trying to give tax cuts to the 
wealthy without paying for it. 

The Republican tax package would add 
$2.4 trillion to the deficit over 10 years, and 80 
percent of tax cuts would benefit the top 1 
percent of Americans, who earn at least 
$900,000. 

While the wealthiest in our country would re-
ceive the vast majority of tax cuts, one third of 
middle class families making between $50,000 
and $150,000 would see their taxes increase. 

Many of these middle class families are fed-
eral workers who dedicate their lives to serv-
ing the American people. 

It is unfair and uncompassionate to treat our 
civil servants in this way. 

These are the men and women who aided 
in the rescue and recovery efforts as Hurri-
canes Harvey, Irma, and Maria tore through 
Texas, Louisiana, the Southeast, Puerto Rico, 
and the Virgin Islands. 

More than 32,000 federal employees were 
involved in helping families trapped in the 
storms. 

They include: disaster response teams from 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency; 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers who provided 
temporary power and roofing, debris removal, 
and infrastructure assessment; National Guard 
soldiers and airmen who delivered food and 
water to survivors and cleared debris to open 
roads; Department of Energy personnel who 
ensured that fuel was available in impacted 
areas; Public Health Service officers who pro-
vided healthcare, including dialysis services to 
those in need; Members of the U.S. Coast 
Guard who helped ensure the delivery of relief 
supplies; and Agriculture Department employ-
ees who provided food to schools, shelters, 
and disaster organizations. 

Rather than targeting and penalizing these 
brave and selfless public servants, Congress 
must do a better job at showing how much we 
appreciate their efforts. 

I urge my colleagues to vote against House 
Concurrent Resolution 71. 

HONORING BOULTER INDUSTRIAL 
CONTRACTORS 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 6, 2017 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a remarkable achievement—the 
125th anniversary of Boulter Industrial Con-
tractors located in Webster, New York. Found-
ed in 1892 by Thomas Boulter, the company 
started by delivering coal and ice by horse 
drawn wagons and is now Western New 
York’s premier mover of heavy machinery for 
manufacturing and infrastructure projects. 
Even though decades have passed since 
those starting days, the company still displays 
their original wagons in remarkable condition 
as a reminder of how far they have come. 

The growth of Boulter Industrial Contractors 
as a family-run business is a true success 
story in American entrepreneurship. Under the 
leadership of President and CEO William S. 
Boulter, a fifth-generation member of the Boul-
ter family, and their hard-working employees 
the company is proudly carrying on Thomas 
Boulter’s legacy. Congress should never lose 
sight of companies like this. That’s why a flag 
that has flown over the U.S. Capitol flies over 
Boulter today. I congratulate the Boulter family 
and its employees, several of which are vet-
erans. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
RACHELLE DEANNE O’NEIL 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 6, 2017 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize Ms. Rachelle O’Neil, who served 
as a constituent services representative in my 
District Office for 15 years. 

A Houston native who is proud of her 
Ragin’-Cajun roots, Rachelle is one of eight 
children born to the late Audrey Ann Colbert- 
O’Neil and George O’Neil, Sr. Her loving par-
ents instilled a passion for education that in-
spires Ms. O’Neil to this day. In fact, Mr. 
Speaker, she recently graduated magna cum 
laude with master’s degree in public adminis-
tration from the University of Texas at Arling-
ton. 

While earning undergraduate degrees from 
the University of Houston in psychology and 
political science, Ms. O’Neil won the Mickey 
Leland Congressional Internship opportunity, 
which brought her to the U.S. Capitol where 
she worked in former Representative Carrie P. 
Meek’s (D–FL) congressional office. The expe-
rience, which included meeting President Bill 
Clinton, cemented her passion in working on 
the behalf of the American people. 

Within a few years of relocating to Atlanta, 
Ms. O’Neil joined my congressional staff, and 
Mr. Speaker, please trust me when I say that 
she hit the ground running. Rachelle assists 
constituents with judiciary, education, health, 
Social Security, child welfare, and transpor-
tation matters, and she is a tireless advocate 
for women and girls. Mr. Speaker, few people 
can match her passionate, fierce pursuit of 
justice and equity. 
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Over the years, Ms. O’Neil developed innu-

merable constituent service programs and ini-
tiatives, but perhaps none as personal as 
those that focus on future generations. In-
spired by her time caring for Daniel, Princess, 
Annquenette, and TyRochelle, the children of 
her late twin sister, Michelle, Rachelle devel-
oped our office’s Youth Council that sought to 
develop and engage young leaders in Metro 
Atlanta. 

In her personal time, Ms. O’Neil puts family 
and service first—caring for her nieces, neph-
ews, and mentees in the Through Their I’s 
Mentoring Program, the Motherless Daughters 
Foundation, the Hank Stewart Foundation, and 
Source of Support. She also manages to 
make friends during her world travels and pur-
sue exciting adventures like skydiving, white 
water rafting, and zip lining. 

Mr. Speaker, when I look at Rachelle O’Neil, 
I see the spirit of Barbara Jordan and the fire 
of Shirley Chisholm. I am so proud to have 
her on my team, and I thank her for the many 
years of tireless service to our office and 
Georgia’s Fifth Congressional District. 
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RECOGNIZING MS. CONSTANCE 
HADDELAND, 2017 RECIPIENT OF 
THE PATRICK HENRY AWARD 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 6, 2017 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, it is my privi-
lege to recognize Ms. Constance Haddeland, 
a 2017 recipient of the Patrick Henry Award 
from the National Guard Association of the 
United States, which honors local civic leaders 
who have distinguished themselves with out-
standing and exceptional service to the Armed 
Forces of the United States and the National 
Guard. ‘‘Connie’’ as we know her is a Con-
stituent Services Representative in my Saint 
Paul, Minnesota office. She was nominated for 
this recognition by MG Richard C. Nash, Min-
nesota National Guard Adjutant General, who 
presented this award to her this week at the 
133rd Airlift Wing in Minnesota. 

For more than 10 years Connie has exem-
plified a wholehearted commitment to the well- 
being of Minnesota service members, veterans 
and their families. Her efforts have resulted in 
quality of life benefits for National Guard mem-
bers and Reservists, improved services to vet-
erans and all Armed Forces Service Members 
serving in Minnesota. 

First in 2010 and again in 2012, Minnesota 
National Guard members returned home from 
deployments and found themselves without 
Post Deployment/Mobilization Respite Ab-
sence Program (PDMRA) benefits and ‘‘bonus 
pay.’’ Connie spearheaded communication be-
tween constituents and my office on this issue, 
providing updates to veteran service organiza-
tions and other stakeholders, and working to 
ensure benefits parity for Guardsmen and Re-
servists by correcting errors in the way the 
Department of Defense implemented this pro-
gram. 

As coordinator for U.S. Service Academy 
nominations in the Fourth District, Connie has 
led an exemplary program, shepherding appli-
cations from hundreds of students resulting in 
the nominations of scores of Minnesota’s best 
and brightest high school students to attend 
our nation’s prestigious service academies. 

Connie has touched the lives of hundreds of 
veterans, military personnel and their families 
in deep and meaningful ways through her 
thoughtful, patient and tireless advocacy on 
their behalf. Among the most poignant case-
work successes include assisting the family of 
an ailing World War II veteran locate the serv-
ice records necessary to award him the 
Bronze Star before he passed away. She also 
assisted a young soldier correct his military 
records, which allowed him to access GI Bill 
benefits to pursue a career in medicine and 
become a trauma surgeon. 

The National Guard Association of the 
United States Patrick Henry Award citation 
states it best: 

Connie Haddeland has distinguished herself 
by providing selfless and dedicated service to 
the Minnesota National Guard and the 
United States, by working long and tireless 
hours representing the members of the Na-
tional Guard. Her steadfast professionalism, 
knowledge of Minnesota National Guard pri-
orities, outreach efforts, and casework man-
agement have significantly contributed to 
successful and meaningful legislation ad-
vanced by Congresswoman McCollum on be-
half of the men and women of the National 
Guard. Her dedicated service as a Con-
stituent Services Representative and Service 
Academy Nominations Coordinator are in 
keeping with the finest traditions of the Na-
tional Guard Association of the United 
States. 

Mr. Speaker, I could not agree more. Please 
join me in paying tribute to Ms. Connie 
Haddeland for her many past and future con-
tributions to our veterans, servicemen and 
women and their families. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MR. 
SANCHEZ’S SERVICE 

HON. ANDY BIGGS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 6, 2017 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Mr. Roberto Sanchez, a resident of 
Arizona’s Fifth Congressional District, who re-
tired from 35 years of federal service on Sep-
tember 29, 2017. Mr. Sanchez began his ca-
reer by serving for three years as a proud 
member of the United States Marine Corps. 
He then joined the legacy U.S. Immigration & 
Naturalization Service in 1985 as a Deporta-
tion Officer, which later became Immigration & 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) in 2003. 

In 2003, Mr. Sanchez became a deputized 
member of the United States Marshal’s Serv-
ice Fugitive Apprehension Task Force for the 
Northern District of Florida and five years 
later, he was promoted to Supervisory Depor-
tation Officer. He helped establish direct over-
sight to the Harris County Sheriff’s Office 
287(g) program in Houston, Texas. The 287(g) 
program enables federal immigration officials 
to work directly with state and local law en-
forcement to identify and remove criminal ille-
gal aliens. 

In 2010, Mr. Sanchez was promoted to his 
fmal position of 287(g) Field Program Manager 
for ICE, where he managed and provided 
oversight to various 287(g) programs through-
out the southwestern United States. These 
287(g) programs include Harris County Sher-
iff’s Office in Houston, Texas, Las Vegas Met-
ropolitan Police Department, the Pinal County 

Sheriff’s Office in Florence, Arizona, and the 
Mesa Police Department. He was last as-
signed to the ICE Field Office in Phoenix, Ari-
zona. 

Mr. Sanchez has been a resident of Gilbert, 
Arizona since 2007. Outside of the office, Mr. 
Sanchez is a loyal fan of all Arizona sports 
teams. Most importantly, he is a dedicated 
family man and spends most of his time with 
his wife of 36 years, Shirley, his two children, 
Robert and Sandra, and his two Boston Ter-
riers. 

I thank Mr. Sanchez for his extraordinary 
service and life commitment to our country, 
and congratulations to him on his retirement. 

f 

CONGRATULATING SARATOGA 
COUNTY PROSPERITY PARTNER-
SHIP’S SILVER EXCELLENCE IN 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AWARD 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 6, 2017 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Saratoga County Prosperity 
Partnership for receiving a Silver Excellence in 
Economic Development award for its 8@8 e- 
Newsletter. 

Saratoga County Prosperity Partnership is 
the leading agency in advancing economic de-
velopment in Saratoga County. The Saratoga 
Partnership sends out a biweekly e-Newsletter 
featuring the top eight news items affecting 
the Saratoga County economy. 8@8 provides 
important information to stakeholders in the 
community as a way of creating opportunities 
that benefit business in Saratoga County. To 
recognize this important service, the Inter-
national Economic Development Council pre-
sented the Silver Excellence award to the 
Saratoga Partnership at its annual conference 
held in late September. This award reflects the 
Saratoga Partnership’s commitment to building 
a business environment where all companies 
can succeed. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I want 
to congratulate the Saratoga County Pros-
perity Partnership on its well-deserved award. 
We are grateful that the Saratoga Partnership 
can provide this informative e-Newsletter to 
the people of Saratoga County. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MS. 
CHRISTINE DAVIS 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 6, 2017 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to honor the life of a 7th District resi-
dent, Ms. Christine Davis who made her tran-
sition to be with the Lord on September 30, 
2017. Christine Davis was born on December 
20, 1934 in Bernie, Missouri to the union of 
Emmitt Davis and Carolyn Davis, both of 
whom preceded her in death. She was also 
preceded in death by her son Calvin Davis, 
brother Robert Davis and sister Darlene 
Armstread. Christine accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ as her personal savior at an early age 
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