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his spiritual guidance as chaplain; The Martin
Luther King, Jr. Minister's Community Service
Award in recognition of outstanding and meri-
torious service to the church and community
from the Columbus; Georgia Chapter of Push;
the Sixth Episcopal District (state of Georgia)
sons of Allen Award of Support; one of the 50
Most influential African Americans in the Co-
lumbus-Ft. Benning and Phenix City Area. He
was also a lifetime member of the NAACP,
since March of 1996. Reverend Smith served
as a past President of the Americus-Sumter
Branch of the NAACP. He was always push-
ing African-Americans to use their political
power at the ballot box to effectuate positive
social change.

Rev. Elijah Smith loved people and he al-
ways fought for what was right. He was guid-
ed by his love of God and his love of people.
Mother Teresa once said that, “At the end of
life we will not be judged by how many diplo-
mas we have received, how much money we
have made, how many great things we have
done. We will be judged by 'l was hungry, and
you gave me something to eat, | was naked
and you clothed me. | was homeless, and you
took me in.’” Rev. Elijah Smith used his life
for good and to help others. He always be-
lieved that the “time is always right to do that
which is right.”

On a personal note, Rev. Smith and his
family have been dear friends to my wife Viv-
ian and me for many years, and | will always
value the support, encouragement and coun-
sel that he imparted to me over the years.

Rev. Elijah Smith was a great man and ac-
complished many things in his life, but none of
this would have been possible with out the
love and support of his family. His legacy lives
on through his wife, Janet, his children, step
children, grandchildren and all of those that he
touched in a special way.

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and |, along
with the more than 730 000 constituents of the
Second Congressional District of Georgia sa-
lute and honor the life of Reverend Elijah
Smith, Sr. for his commitment to spreading the
Gospel of Jesus Christ for over five decades
and serving humankind. | ask my colleagues
in the House of Representatives to join us in
extending our deepest condolences to Rev-
erend Smith’s family during this difficult time.
We pray that they will be consoled and com-
forted by an abiding faith and the Holy Spirit
in the days, weeks and months ahead.

———

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT GEN-
ERAL JAY SILVERIA, SUPER-
INTENDENT, U.S. AIR FORCE
ACADEMY, COLORADO

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2017

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Lieutenant General Jay Silveria, the Su-
perintendent of the U.S. Air Force Academy in
Colorado, and include in the RECORD the tran-
script of his powerful remarks. After five Afri-
can-American cadet candidates found racial
slurs written on the doors of their dorm rooms,
Lt. Gen. Silveria gathered the cadets together
and forcefully denounced the acts of racism in
a speech that has gained national attention,
with more than 1.7 million views on Facebook
and over 22,000 shares on Twitter.
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Our nation was founded on the principles of
equality and the inalienable rights of our citi-
zens. Throughout our history Americans like
Lt. General Silveria have fought to defend
these rights. His remarks are the masterpiece
of a true patriot and one we should all remem-
ber and be inspired by as we continue to
strive for E Pluribus Unum and a more perfect
union.

[Full Remarks, 28 September 2017]
(By Lieutenant General Jay Silveria)

Ladies and gentlemen, you may have heard
that some people down in the prep school
wrote some racial slurs on some message
boards. If you haven’t heard that, I wanted
you to hear it from me. If you’re outraged by
those words then you’re in the right place.
That kind of behavior has no place at the
prep school, it has no place at USAFA, and it
has no place in the US Air Force.

You should be outraged, not only as an air-
man, but as a human being. And I'll tell you,
that the appropriate response for horrible
language and horrible ideas, the appropriate
response is a better idea. So that’s why I'm
here. That’s why all these people are up here
on the staff tower, so let me have everybody
who’s up here please pull forward to the
rails. Also, there’s so many people here,
they’re lining the outsides along the win-
dows. These are members of the faculty,
coaching staff, AOC’s, AMT’s, from the air-
field, from my staff, from my headquarters,
all aspects of the 10th Airbase Wing, all as-
pects that make up USAFA and the United
States Air Force Academy leadership is here.
You heard from Brigadier General Goodwin,
Brigadier General Armacost is here, Colonel
Block from the athletic department is here,
Mr. Knowlton is in Washington, DC right
now.

That’s why they’re here. That’s why we’re
all here, because we have a better idea. Some
of you may think that that happened down
in the prep school and doesn’t apply to us. I
would be naive and we would all be naive to
think that everything is perfect here. We
would be naive to think that we shouldn’t
discuss this topic. We would also be tone-
deaf not to think about the backdrop of
what’s going on in our country. Things like
Charlottesville and Ferguson, the protests in
the NFL, that’s why we have a better idea.
One of those ideas, the Dean brought people
together to discuss Charlottesville because
what we should have is a civil discourse and
talk about these issues, that’s a better idea.

We received outstanding feedback from
that session at Charlottesville, but I also
have a better idea and it’s about our diver-
sity, and it’s the power of the diversity, the
power of the 4,000 of you and all of the people
that are on the staff tower and lining the
glass, the power of us as a diverse group, the
power that we come from all walks of life,
that we come from all parts of this country,
that we come from all races, we come from
all backgrounds, gender, all makeup, all up-
bringing. The power of that diversity comes
together and makes us that much more pow-
erful. That’s a much better idea than small
thinking and horrible ideas. We have an op-
portunity here, 5,500 people in this room, to
think about what we are as an institution.
This is our institution and no one can take
away our values. No one can write on a board
and question our values. No one can take
that away from us.

So just in case you’re unclear on where I
stand on this topic, I'm going to leave you
with my most important thought today: If
you can’t treat someone with dignity and re-
spect, then you need to get out. If you can’t
teach someone from another gender, whether
that’s a man or a woman, with dignity and
respect, then you need to get out. If you de-
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mean someone in any way, then you need to
get out. And if you can’t treat someone from
another race or a different color skin with
dignity and respect, then you need to get
out.

Reach for your phones. I'm serious, reach
for your phones. OK, you don’t have to reach
for your phones, I'm going to give you an op-
portunity to reach for your phones. I want
you to videotape this so that you can have
it, so that you can use it, so that we all have
the moral courage together, all of us on the
staff tower lining the glass, all of us in this
room. This is our institution, and if you need
it, and you need my words, then you keep
these words. And you use them and you re-
member them and you share them and you
talk about them. If you can’t treat someone
with dignity and respect, then get out.

———

IN HONOR OF THE HONORABLE
SAM FARR AND THE ELEVATION
OF PINNACLES TO A NATIONAL
PARK

HON. JIMMY PANETTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2017

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize my predecessor in this seat, the
Honorable Sam Farr, for one of the most sig-
nificant accomplishments of his public career.
In 2012, he led a remarkable bi-partisan effort
to pass legislation that elevated the Pinnacles
National Monument to our nation’s 59th na-
tional park. On Saturday, October 7, the Pin-
nacles National Park Foundation will recognize
Sam for this instrumental contribution to the
conservation and interpretation of our nation’s
natural heritage.

Mr. Speaker, the Pinnacles is a truly re-
markable place, but the Pinnacles National
Park is more than its stunning scenery. The
remnant of a 23 million-year-old volcano, the
San Andreas fault carried the Pinnacles sev-
eral hundred miles north to its present loca-
tion. Its unique habitats form an island of bio-
diversity that is home to numerous unique
plant and animal species, including the Cali-
fornia Condor and over 400 species of bees.

It is also a place for people. The indigenous
Amah Mutsun and Piknacih peoples lived
amongst, traveled through, and revered the
Pinnacles for thousands of years. The Spanish
friars planted one of California’s first vineyards
in the shadow of the Pinnacles. After Cali-
fornia became part of the United States, local
ranchers would take summer trips to the Pin-
nacles caves to escape the heat. A rancher
from one of those families, Schuler Hain, led
a public campaign to have the Federal Gov-
ernment protect the Pinnacles. That cul-
minated in President Theodore Roosevelt des-
ignating the Pinnacles a National Monument in
1908.

In the 5 years since its elevation to National
Park status, even more people have come to
visit the Pinnacles. This has provided a re-
markable boost for the surrounding commu-
nities’ economies, who have seen increases in
their hospitality business. Prior to arriving to
Congress, | heard Sam tell the story that the
idea to author legislation initially came during
a Rotary meeting in a community near the
Pinnacles. A Rotarian suggested that making
the Pinnacles a National Park would help the
local economy.
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Sam took that idea, added the environ-
mental conservation element, and crafted leg-
islation that could garner widespread support.
He found a Republican partner in our col-
league JEFF DENHAM. Together, they helped
steer the bill through the House and ultimately
to President Obama’s desk.

Mr. Speaker, | know | speak for the whole
House in thanking Sam for his years of serv-
ice, and in particular for his efforts to des-
ignate Pinnacles National Park. The Honor-
able Sam Farr has given us a living postcard
we can send to our children and grand-
children. Our community is forever grateful for
his service.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO BOB
FRASCA

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2017

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, on Octo-
ber 12, friends, partners and admirers of Bob
Frasca are gathering in Portland to honor his
career of over 50 years. Bob was a founder of
one of America’s leading architectural firms,
Zimmer Gunsul Frasca Architects. Since its
humble beginnings, ZGF has grown to be one
of the premier architectural firms in the world
with 600 design professionals networked
across six offices in the U. S. and Canada.
Portland, across the country, and around the
world, ZGF has received accolades and
awards for its design work.

The firm would not be where it is today with-
out the leadership and influence of Bob
Frasca.

Bob graduated with a Bachelor of Architec-
ture from the University of Michigan, and a
Master of City Planning from MIT. He moved
to Portland in 1959 and became the partner-
in-charge of design for ZGF in 1966. Over the
years, | have witnessed his significant impact
in the Portland region with his emphasis on
designs that build communities. He has played
an important role in the evolution of Portland
as livable city, thanks to his collaboration with
others and his advocacy for the civic role ar-
chitects and architecture play in making a
great city. He was instrumental in the redevel-
opment of Portland’s waterfront and defined
the “heart” of downtown that later became
Pioneer Square. His design influence is seen
in the Portland skyline with projects like the
Justice Center, the KOIN Tower and the Or-
egon Convention Center, as well as Portland
International Airport.

His portfolio of user-driven buildings has
been recognized for creating environments
that foster health and innovation, dem-
onstrated by the National Institutes of Health
Mark O. Hatfield Clinical Research Center, the
Duke University Fitzpatrick Center for Inter-
disciplinary Sciences, and the Dana Farber
Cancer Institute Yawkey Center for Cancer
Care. His work in urban contexts has contin-
ued with projects such as Twelve West in
Portland and 1200 Seventeenth Street in
Washington, DC, and his international reach
has touched U.S. embassies and consulates
in Istanbul, Sofia, and Manila.

With Bob’s leadership, ZGF’s design excel-
lence and architecture raised the firm’s profile
worldwide. Clients have engaged them to de-
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velop projects from single structures to entire
eco-districts, pioneering a new urban planning
approach to create resilient neighborhoods,
grounded in placemaking and community
stakeholder engagement for a collective, sus-
tainable vision.

Throughout his career, Bob has received
numerous awards, including the AIA North-
west & Pacific Region Medal of Honor for his
contributions to the built environment, his ad-
vocacy for design excellence and ongoing
mentorship of emerging design talent, the
Watzek Award for Contributions to the Enrich-
ment of the State of Oregon, and the Honored
Citizen Award from the Architectural Founda-
tion of Oregon.

Bob Frasca’s illustrious career deserves a
hearty congratulations. His leadership, passion
for the process of design, and ethic of environ-
mental stewardship has raised the architec-
tural bar and the quality of the urban experi-
ence throughout the nation, internationally,
and most importantly, here at home in Port-
land, Oregon.

———

RECOGNIZING THE LEGAL
SERVICES OF GREATER MIAMI

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2017

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, it is my
honor to recognize an inspiring organization
located in my Congressional District, Legal
Services of Greater Miami, that for over 50
years has fought tirelessly for equality and jus-
tice for low income families of South Florida.

Legal Services is dedicated to helping our
most vulnerable neighbors including women,
children, seniors, veterans, people with disabil-
ities, low wage workers and the homeless,
and continues to create a positive impact on
our community.

Legal Services of Greater Miami has
transitioned to a new location and will be bet-
ter able to assist people in need.

Thank you to all the attorneys, to the staff
and to the volunteers of Legal Services for
providing much needed assistance to the most
vulnerable members of our community.

—

TRIBUTE TO LIANNE DENNSTEDT
HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2017

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to Lianne Dennstedt,
who passed away in Flagstaff, Arizona on
Monday, September 18, 2017. Lianne was the
eldest daughter of Brenda Dennstedt, Vice
President of the Western Municipal Water Dis-
trict Board of Directors, and Shawn Dennstedt,
a 24-year veteran of the San Diego County
Sheriffs Department, as well as the older sis-
ter of Jaimee Dennstedt. She will be greatly
missed.

Lianne attended Murrieta Valley High
School in Murrieta, California, where she was
a decorated cross country runner in addition to
being an excellent student. Following her
graduation in 2016 with a full International
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Baccalaureate diploma, she decided to attend
Northern Arizona University (NAU) in Flagstaff,
Arizona, due to its high scholastic standards.
In her freshman year at NAU, Lianne selected
Environmental Science as her major and
made the Dean’s List both semesters.

Just a few weeks ago, Lianne had just
begun her sophomore year at NAU when she
became ill with a severe sore throat. A week
later, she was admitted to the hospital with
meningitis, double pneumonia and renal fail-
ure. Despite her strength, the unwavering sup-
port of her family and dedicated actions by her
medical team, Lianne lost her battle with this
aggressive illness. | join the Dennstedt family
in expressing my heartfelt appreciation to the
doctors, nursing staff and team of medical
specialists at Flagstaff Medical Center for their
heroic efforts, kindness and compassion dur-
ing this incredibly difficult time.

I had the distinct privilege of knowing Lianne
and her family for many years, and there are
simply no words that soften the heartbreaking
loss of Lianne’s loving and bright spirit. | ex-
tend my heartfelt condolences to the entire
Dennstedt family and her friends. Although
Lianne may be gone, | know that the joy and
happiness she brought to those around her
will endure forever.

————

106TH NATIONAL DAY OF THE
REPUBLIC OF CHINA

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2017

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge the 106th National Day of the
Republic of China. The annual celebration
commemorates the start of the Wuchang Up-
rising of October 10, 1911, which led to the
collapse of the Qing dynasty in China and the
establishment of the Republic of China on
January 1, 1912. Double Ten Day is marked
every year in Denver, Colorado with an honor-
able reception organized by our local Double
Ten Day Celebration Committee.

| rise today to acknowledge Chairman, Dr.
Paul C. Cheng and the volunteers who serve
on the Double Ten Celebration Committee.
Additionally, | would like to recognize the past
Chairs of the Double Ten Celebration Com-
mittee who have served since | have rep-
resented the Sixth Congressional District;
Nancy Tan, Nelson Ho, Ming Der Liu, Sylvia
Edgar, Dr. Tai Dan Hsu, Lily Shen and Kevin
Hsu, who have each year managed to expertly
execute this important event in our community.
The United States and Taiwan enjoy a long-
standing relationship that stems from our
shared values: democracy, the rule of law,
and free enterprise. The Taiwanese-Ameri-
cans living in Colorado bring a wealth of
knowledge and entrepreneurial energy to our
community, contributing in an integral way to
its growth and success.

Mr. Speaker, | offer my warmest and best
wishes to the people of Taiwan on this 106th
National Day of the Republic of China. | also
extend my congratulations to Chairman Dr.
Paul C. Cheng and the Double Ten Celebra-
tion Committee on organizing another suc-
cessful Double Ten Celebration for our com-
munity in Colorado. The work of this com-
mittee has helped the Taipei Economic and
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