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After his time in private practice he became 

a Court Commissioner for the Fremont-New-
ark-Union City Municipal Court for seven 
years. In 1997, he was appointed Judge of the 
Municipal Court by Governor Pete Wilson. 
Keith was the first Asian American judge to 
serve on the Fremont-Newark-Union City Mu-
nicipal Court. 

Following his appointment, he was elected 
judge of the Superior Court of California. Dur-
ing his time as a Superior Court judge he has 
handled a variety of assignments, including 
criminal trials and arraignments. 

Throughout his life, Keith has actively 
served his community outside of the court-
room. He has worked on the Board of Man-
agers for the Fremont-Newark YMCA, the 
Board of Directors for the National Japanese 
American Historical Society, and as a member 
of the California State Bar Committee on Eth-
nic Minority Relations. 

Keith Fudenna has served Alameda County 
and our country selflessly for more than 40 
years. We congratulate Keith on a long and 
successful career, and we wish him health 
and happiness in retirement. 

f 

HONORING BYRON JAMES ARNOLD 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Byron James Ar-
nold. Byron is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 214, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Byron has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Byron has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Byron has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. Byron rebuilt 
and replaced an entrance sign to Our Lady of 
Mercy Country Home in Liberty, Missouri, that 
had been damaged in a car accident. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Byron James Arnold for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, and for his efforts put forth in achieving 
the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
votes Monday, October 2, 2017. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘Yea’’ on roll call 
votes 544 and 545. 

HONORING ARMY VETERAN 
CHARLES DIETRICH ON HIS 90TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor decorated Army veteran Charles LeRoy 
Dietrich of Pekin, Illinois, on the occasion of 
his 90th birthday. 

Mr. Dietrich was inducted into the U.S. Army 
on February 15, 1946 at Ft. Sheridan in Chi-
cago, Illinois at the age of 18. After attending 
basic training at Fort Eustis, Virginia, he was 
assigned to Fort Warren in Cheyenne, Wyo-
ming for specialized training as a railroad 
brakeman. Mr. Dietrich was honorably dis-
charged in August 1946, then reenlisted and 
was promoted to the rank of Private First 
Class. After receiving security clearance, Mr. 
Dietrich was assigned to the military police 
and security details at Los Alamos, New Mex-
ico. While there, he was promoted to the rank 
of T4 Sergeant and was presented with a 
World War II Victory Medal for his service. Mr. 
Dietrich was honorably discharged in Sep-
tember 1947. 

The dedicated military service of veterans 
such as Charles Dietrich makes me especially 
proud to serve Illinois’ 17th Congressional Dis-
trict. Mr. Speaker, I would like to again honor 
Army veteran Charles Dietrich for his extraor-
dinary military service during World War II and 
wish him a very happy 90th birthday. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. 
FLINT 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to celebrate the life of Mr. Mitchell Flint— 
a beloved husband, father, and former U.S. 
Navy fighter pilot—who passed away on Sep-
tember 16, 2017, at the age of 94. 

Mitchell Flint was born on June 27, 1923, in 
Kansas City, Missouri, and attended Westport 
High School, where he took part in the 
school’s Junior Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps, graduating with honors. His father, 
Harry, was also a decorated U.S. fighter dur-
ing World War I and introduced Mitchell to his 
lifelong love of flying. 

Mitchell enlisted in the U.S. Navy at the age 
of 18 to serve as a fighter pilot in the U.S. 
Navy’s World War II effort. He served on the 
aircraft carrier USS Wasp under the command 
of Admiral John S. McCain Sr. and earned 
three Air Medals and eight Navy Unit Com-
mendations. After six years of service in the 
U.S. Navy, he continued flying for sixteen 
years in the United States Navy Reserve, ulti-
mately achieving the rank of Commander. 

Inspired by his Jewish heritage and the 
plight of Europe’s Holocaust survivors, Mitchell 
then volunteered as an American fighter pilot 
in Israel’s first aviation unit that fought in the 
1948 Arab-Israeli War. He was one of the 
founding members of the Israeli Air Force’s 
first fighter squadron and helped train Israel’s 
first military pilots. In 1949, he flew in Israel’s 

First Independence Day Parade and for the 
first time Israel’s entire fighter squadron of 12 
fighter planes got in the sky at the same time, 
led by future Israeli President Ezer Witzman. 
Mitchell pulled up the rear and was the last 
plane from his squadron to fly over that day. 
Prophetically, Mitchell was the last living pilot 
of that group of flyers. 

After his military service, Mitchell moved to 
Los Angeles, attended law school at UCLA, 
and became an attorney while continuing to 
fly. He practiced law for nearly 60 years and 
was the President of the Hollywood Bar Asso-
ciation. At the age of 90, Mitchell was honored 
by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
during ceremonies recognizing the 65th anni-
versary of the birth of Israel. 

Mitchell is survived by his wife of 59 years, 
Joyce, and sons, Michael and Guy, whom I 
hope take comfort in the way Mitchell lived his 
life as a patriotic, selfless and caring Veteran 
who served his nation and its ally, Israel. May 
his memory be a blessing to us all. 

f 

HONORING THE VETERANS CON-
SORTIUM PRO BONO PROGRAM 
25TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the Veterans Consor-
tium Pro Bono Program as they celebrate 25 
years of service to our veterans community. 

Since 1992, the Veterans Consortium has 
provided over $100 million in pro bono serv-
ices working on five thousand individual 
cases. 

As our veterans return home from military 
service, it is critical they receive the benefits 
and care they deserve and need. The tireless 
efforts of the Veterans Consortium rep-
resenting veterans at the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for Veterans Claims is an essential as-
pect of our promise to support service mem-
bers as they transition to civilian life. 

As the Ranking Member of the House Mili-
tary Construction and Veterans Affairs Appro-
priations Subcommittee, I commend the mem-
ber attorneys of the Veterans Consortium Pro 
Bono Program for their generosity and unwav-
ering commitment. 

f 

HONORING RYAN DECAMP 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Ryan DeCamp. 
Ryan is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 374, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Ryan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Ryan has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Ryan 
is the 350th Eagle Scout in his troop’s history. 
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Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 

commending Ryan DeCamp for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America, 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MARGARET BARGER 
ON HER 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to wish a Happy 100th Birthday to Margaret 
Barger of New Richmond, OH. 

Throughout her 100 years of life, Margaret 
has been an incredible member of our com-
munity here in Ohio’s Second District. It’s peo-
ple like her who set the example of how life 
should be lived to its fullest. 

A retired school teacher, Margaret has 
spent her life dedicated to the life and im-
provement of her community and those 
around her. 

Her public service and spirit is an example 
to others is admired. 

Margaret has made New Richmond a better 
place throughout her lifetime, through her 
kindness and dedication to all. 

Happy Birthday Margaret. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DETECTIVE PAUL 
GRUDZINSKI 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Detective Paul Grudzinski, 76th 
Precinct Community Affairs Officer who is re-
tiring after 30 years of service to the people of 
New York City. 

A model of successful police and community 
relations, Detective Grudzinski has always put 
the needs and safety of New Yorkers above 
all else. A fixture in the Cobble Hill, Carroll 
Gardens, Red Hook and Gowanus commu-
nities, he is known and valued by many. 

First appointed to the New York City Transit 
Police Department on April 28, 1987, Detec-
tive Grudzinski joined the NYPD shortly after 
in 1989. Throughout his career, Detective 
Grudzinski has reached many milestones. 
Since 2001, he has served as the Precinct 
Community Affairs Officer, and was promoted 
to Detective Specialist in 2007 and Detective 
2nd Grade in 2016. 

It was always the mission of Detective 
Grudzinski to get to know the neighborhoods 
and residents that he served. An expert local 
problem solver, he has always been aware of 
the often too common gap between police and 
residents, and he has worked tirelessly to 
close it. 

I send my best wishes to Detective 
Grudzinski and his family, as he’s recognized 
at his last 76th Precinct Community Council 
meeting on October 4, 2017. A life of dedica-
tion and honor, I wish Detective Grudzinski a 
happy retirement and thank him for his serv-
ice. 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
MATTHEW PARKER 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Matthew Parker of Rock 
Island, Illinois, who devoted his life to serving 
his country and community, and who sadly 
passed away in August of last year. 

Matthew served in the Navy during World 
War II. After his service in the Navy, he 
worked at IH Farmall in Rock Island for 39 
years and also operated his own business, 
Parker Janitorial Services, with his wife, Kath-
erine, for 33 years. He served as a trustee for 
Rock Island Township for more than 35 years. 
He was also a member of the Rock Island 
County NAACP and the Martin Luther King 
Center Active Club, among several other orga-
nizations. Matthew was civically engaged as a 
precinct committeeman for 23 years, and was 
a longtime community activist. 

During his life, Matthew was honored nu-
merous times for his dedication to service. In 
2005, Matthew Parker was awarded the John 
Williams Community Award for his contribu-
tions in making the region a better place to 
live. In 2008 he received the Excellence in 
Public Service Award from Township Officials 
of Illinois for his work in the Rock Island 
Township. Most recently, in September 2017 
the Matthew Parker Gardens were dedicated 
at Rock Island Township’s 2nd Annual Town-
ship Days to honor Matthew for his decades of 
service as a trustee. 

It is because of dedicated and selfless lead-
ers such as Matthew Parker that I am espe-
cially proud to serve Illinois’ 17th Congres-
sional District. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
again formally recognize the late Matthew 
Parker on his extraordinary work and service 
in our community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL 
GARY L. SAYLER, USAF (RET.), 
ADJUTANT GENERAL—IDAHO 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Major General Gary L. Sayler, an ex-
traordinary leader with 45 years of selfless 
service, appreciative leadership, constructive 
mentorship, and exceptional meritorious serv-
ice. 

Born and raised in North Dakota, Major 
General Sayler entered the ROTC program at 
North Dakota State University, graduating in 
1971 with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
history and a commission as a second lieuten-
ant in the United States Air Force. 

He entered undergraduate navigator training 
at Mather Air Force Base, California, in June 
1971. As a second lieutenant, he received F– 
4 weapons system formal training at George 
Air Force Base, California, graduating in De-
cember 1972. He immediately deployed to 
Vietnam as a squadron weapons systems offi-
cer at Udom Royal Thai Air Force Base, Thai-
land. In November 1973, he was assigned as 

a squadron weapons systems officer at 
Holloman Air Force Base, New Mexico. While 
assigned at Holloman, he met his future wife, 
Shari, who was also serving at Holloman as a 
Nurse. 

Major General Sayler joined the Idaho Air 
National Guard in 1977 where he has served 
in numerous positions of increasing responsi-
bility and command until he was designated 
the Fighter Wing Commander. Upon pro-
motion to Brigadier General in 2004, he was 
assigned as the Assistant Adjutant General 
and Commander of the Idaho Air National 
Guard. In January 2010, Governor Otter ap-
pointed him to serve as the Adjutant General 
and Commanding General of the Idaho Na-
tional Guard. 

Major General Sayler’s service to Idaho as 
the Adjutant General has been extraordinary. 
The forceful guidance, as well as-outstanding 
and dedicated efforts of General Sayler are 
significantly displayed by the strategic direc-
tion of all National Guard forces and emer-
gency managers in the State of Idaho. He led 
the organization through weapons platform 
changes, unit conversions, and disaster assist-
ance, always posturing the Idaho Military Divi-
sion for continued viable, relevant future mis-
sions that fit both our nation and Idaho’s 
needs. 

Under his leadership, the Idaho National 
Guard has provided outstanding support dur-
ing recent state activations in support of 
wildland firefighting and statewide flood oper-
ations. He provided the same remarkable sup-
port when the Idaho troops deployed in sup-
port of Operations ENDURING FREEDOM, 
NEW DAWN, and Combined Joint Task 
Force—Horn of Africa. Additionally, his leader-
ship during the 116th National Training Center 
(NTC) rotation facilitated superior operational 
results. He was the driving force behind for-
mulating and implementing National Guard 
Youth ChalleNGe and STARBASE programs 
for the State of Idaho. He worked tirelessly 
promoting programs for Idaho youth providing 
alternative paths to success. Furthermore, the 
overall readiness of the 124th Fighter Wing 
gave credence to the outstanding mission re-
sults and professionalism they showed in their 
recent Southwest Asia deployment. 

General Sayler has placed command em-
phasis on preparing and taking care of de-
ployed Idaho Guard members. His unparal-
leled support of Family Support, Yellow Rib-
bon, and Employer Support of the Guard and 
Reserve programs has greatly benefitted the 
individuals who have recently returned from 
deployment and the families who welcomed 
them home. 

General Sayler authored the first joint con-
sultation agreement with the sovereign tribes 
of Idaho, recognized at the national level by 
both the Army and Air National Guard as the 
baseline for Government-to-Government Tribal 
Consultation. 

General Sayler is an outstanding and highly 
respected officer recognized nationally for his 
many contributions to mission accomplishment 
during 45 years of dedicated service to our 
nation, the United States Air Force, and the 
great State of Idaho. 

It is a great honor to congratulate General 
Sayler on his remarkable career of achieve-
ment that will leave a lasting legacy to the 
State of Idaho. General Sayler represents the 
best of the many talented people in the Idaho 
National Guard whose knowledge and skill 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:04 Oct 04, 2017 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K03OC8.004 E03OCPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-10T05:30:22-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




