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HONORING MR. DON STRAIT

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 2017

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Don Strait, a champion for
Connecticut’s environment, who recently re-
tired after 25 years as the President of Con-
necticut Fund for the Environment. As Presi-
dent, Don has played a crucial role in numer-
ous achievements in environmental protection
and conservation in our state, and his work
will benefit generations to come.

Since 1992, Don has been Executive Direc-
tor and President of Connecticut Fund for the
Environment, which later merged with Save
the Sound. His tireless work in our state with
local, state, and federal leaders has led to
substantial victories for protection and con-
servation of our air, land, and water. The orga-
nization helped protect thousands of acres of
land in western Connecticut vital to recreation
and wildlife, and has ensured enactment of
landmark climate policies, clean car laws, and
environmental regulations vital for our public
health.

Don facilitated the organization’s merger
with Save the Sound in 2004 and brought his
track record of success to the group’s ex-
panded focus on both Connecticut’'s and the
Long Island Sound’s environmental quality.
Connecticut Fund for the Environment/Save
the Sound has been instrumental in reforming
sewage management around the Sound,
water quality monitoring, and the successful
fight against the planned Broadwater gas
plant.

What's more, Don has generously shared
his time and expertise to support the crucial
work of other leading groups in our state. He
cofounded the Connecticut League of Con-
servation Voters to mobilize environmentally
conscious citizens and has served on boards
of Restore America’s Estuaries and the State
Environmental Leadership Program.

Mr. Speaker, Don Strait has been a dedi-
cated and visionary leader for Connecticut.
Present and future generations in our state
owe him a great deal for protecting our world,
and | am lucky to call him a friend. Therefore,
it is fitting and proper that we honor him here
today.

——————

RECOGNIZING MR. ROBERT
NEWLEN

HON. MAC THORNBERRY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 2017

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, today |
rise to recognize and thank Mr. Robert
Newlen, Deputy Librarian of Congress, for
more than 40 years of dedicated service to the
Library of Congress. Prior to his current posi-
tion, Mr. Newlen served in a wide variety of
leadership roles within the Congressional Re-
search Service and the Law Library, as well
as Chief of Staff.

Throughout his distinguished career, Mr.
Newlen received various awards and recogni-
tions. | know, however, what he has valued
the most is the opportunity to serve and to
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promote the value of knowledge with Members
of Congress, staff, and countless others.

The Library of Congress is a great gift to
this country and to all who benefit from this
treasury of learning. Robert has devoted his
career to building up this institution in every
way possible. And, at a time when truth some-
times seems elusive, he and his colleagues
strive to make accurate information the foun-
dation of what we do.

Mr. Newlen will leave this week to pursue
other opportunities, but | have no doubt that
his spirit of service will go with him. On behalf
of all of us who have benefitted directly or in-
directly from his work, | offer my sincere grati-
tude.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 65TH
ANNIVERSARY OF AVENUES

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 2017

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Avenues’ 65th anniversary,
which will be celebrated on September 28,
2017. For over six decades, Avenues has
served disabled Pennsylvanians throughout
Schuylkill, Carbon, Northumberland, Lebanon
and Luzerne Counties.

Avenues was originally founded as United
Cerebral Palsy of Schuylkill County in 1952 by
a group of sixty parents whose children had
special needs. The group’s prime focus was
addressing the lack of local medical care and
educational services for their children. On
September 12, 1952, the founders filed an ap-
plication for a charter to become a member of
United Cerebral Palsy. The organization was
incorporated in November that year as United
Cerebral Palsy of Schuylkill County.

Today, Avenues is responsible for planning,
promoting and assisting the establishment,
maintenance and operation of training centers
or clinics for the education, social and physical
betterment of those with Cerebral Palsy and
similar disorders. Its aid has supported a wide
array of research in the prevention and treat-
ment of developmental disabilities and handi-
caps. It sponsors various educational cam-
paigns for the general public to raise aware-
ness about the requirements of and problems
facing special-needs clinics. Avenues is a
great wealth of information to its clients and
their parents, families and friends.

It is an honor to recognize Avenues as it
celebrates its 65th anniversary. | am grateful
for the assistance it provides to people across
its service area which includes Counties in my
congressional district. May its staff and volun-
teers be able to continue their work helping
Pennsylvanians with disabilities for many,
many years to come.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO KRYSTAL
CAYLOR

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 28, 2017
Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-

gratulate Krystal Caylor on her 2017 gold
medal in the 200-yard individual medley race.
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Competing in the Missouri State High
School State Activities Association swimming
championships, Ms. Caylor proudly rep-
resented the 7th district’'s Kickapoo High
School located in Springfield, Missouri. Ms.
Caylor went on to take the gold and win the
200-yard individual medley with a time of
2:03.48.

Ms. Caylor has now finished her Kickapoo
swimming career and intends to continue her
swimming career at the collegiate level at the
University of Indianapolis.

| am honored to recognize Ms. Caylor for
her outstanding achievement and wish her the
best of luck in her future endeavors. On behalf
of Missouri’s 7th Congressional District, | ask
all of my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Ms. Caylor on her outstanding perform-
ance.

EMILY GREEN

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Emily Green
for receiving the City of Wheat Ridge’s Rising
Star Award. This award recognizes busi-
nesses or individuals improving the organiza-
tion and the community, and are a positive re-
flection of the City of Wheat Ridge’s values.

The Rising Star Award is given each year to
a member who has made a difference in the
Wheat Ridge Business Association. Emily
made a difference immediately upon her en-
trance to the Association. She joined various
committees, volunteered, became a board
member and subsequently became a board
officer. Emily schedules and plans the monthly
“Biz Mix” networking event; finding a location,
obtaining food and drink sponsors and adver-
tising the events. Emily also owns a local busi-
ness, Cibo Meals. This meal-delivery service
brings fresh, creative, and environmentally-re-
sponsible vegetarian meals around Northwest
Denver using reusable Mason jars.

| applaud Emily Green for being the recipi-
ent of this well-deserved honor by the City of
Wheat Ridge, and | congratulate her on her
success.

———
H.R. 334, TITLE VII NURSING
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
AMENDMENT
HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI
OF OREGON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 28, 2017

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of my amendment to highlight the im-
portance of each of the individual Title VIII
Nursing Workforce Development Programs, in-
cluding Advanced Education Nursing; Nursing
Workforce Diversity; Nurse Education, Prac-
tice, and Retention; and the Nurse Faculty
Loan Program. Title VIl programs are a crit-
ical lifeline for America’s nursing workforce
and the patients they serve.

Demand for healthcare services provided by
nurses continues to grow, so we should be ex-
panding not cutting programs that maintain a



September 28, 2017

highly-educated nursing workforce. Just last
year, Title VIl supported more than 61,000
students in almost every state.

Additionally, Title VIII programs create a cul-
turally diverse workforce to make sure that our
increasingly diverse patient population is cared
for by culturally aware providers. Title VIII pro-
grams also prepare nurses to serve the most
vulnerable communities and regions, such as
rural areas that are in desperate need of pro-
viders.

| was disappointed to see that this bill con-
densed funding for the Title VIII programs into
a single-line item. Each of the programs is de-
signed to target specific needs within the nurs-
ing workforce and patient population, and that
is why it's imperative that we preserve funding
for each individual program.

I will continue to advocate for Title VIII Nurs-
ing Workforce Development and hope my col-
leagues will join me in supporting continued
funding for the individual programs.

——

TAIWAN'S NATIONAL DAY
HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 2017

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to remind my colleagues that October
10th is Taiwan’s National Day—also known as
Double Ten Day. As this day approaches, |
would like to congratulate President Tsai Ing-
wen and the people of Taiwan, both on this
occasion and on building one of the world’s
great democracies.

Over the past 30 years, Taiwan has come
to embody the same principles we hold dear:
constitutional government, democracy, and
free enterprise. With its successful, sixth-direct
presidential election last year, Taiwan con-
tinues to serve as a proud example of demo-
cratic success in the Asia-Pacific region. But
rather than focusing solely within its own bor-
ders, Taiwan has been able to use its im-
mense capabilities to become a leader both in
the export of culture humanitarian work, and
technical expertise the world over.

Given Taiwan’s vibrant democracy, | urge
my colleagues and the House as a body to
advocate for Taiwan’s return to both the World
Health Assembly and the International Civil
Aviation Organization, as well as its meaning-
ful participation in other international organiza-
tions where it cannot be a member. Argu-
ments against Taiwan’s inclusion in these bod-
ies belie the immense benefit that Taiwan can
provide; Taiwan’s omission is a detriment to
both to the mission of these organizations and
the wider world.

The bond between the United States and
Taiwan, cemented by the Taiwan Relations
Act and the Six Assurances, remains strong. |
reaffirm it today, and again congratulate the
people of Taiwan on this important occasion.

———

THE SISTERS OF CHARITY OF ST.
ELIZABETH

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 28, 2017

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
call to your attention the extraordinary efforts
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and dedication of the Sisters of Charity of
Saint Elizabeth, who were honored on Satur-
day, September 23, 2017 during St. Joseph’s
Healthcare System’s Charity Ball on Ellis Is-
land, where they celebrated 150 years of serv-
ice to the community.

The Sisters of Charity in the United States
were founded by Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, in
the spirit of Saint Vincent de Paul and Saint
Louise de Louise de Marillac in Emmitsburg,
Maryland, in 1809 by Mother Mary Xavier
Mehegan. After the establishment of the Con-
vent Station in 1860, Mother Mehegan swiftly
established educational programs amongst
other community outreach programs and insti-
tutions to address and assist with services to
the public. In 1886, the Sisters established St.
Joseph’s Hospital in Paterson, NJ.

During the 1860’s, the Sisters of Charity of
Saint Elizabeth had difficulty gathering funds
for the fledgling hospital. The Sisters peti-
tioned the city for its support and reached out
within the community, such as, local factories,
workers, owners, and some of the wealthier
residents in the community for financial assist-
ance. They farmed their land to feed the pa-
tients and would sell the remainder in order to
support their hospital. They depended on the
generosity and kindness of the community to
help the infirmed citizens find comfort and
care. Through all of this dedicated hard work,
support and effort, the Sisters slowly ex-
panded the hospital and began to build the
large healthcare system that we know today.

Throughout the majority of St. Joseph’s his-
tory, charismatic and determined women guid-
ed the hospital, turning challenges into oppor-
tunities. In 1875, Sister Mary Clare Reilly be-
came the first of several influential leaders
who would shape the essence of St. Joseph'’s.

A champion for the hospital for more than
four decades, “Mother Clare” as she was
called, was renowned for her strength of
judgement, business sense, and ability to be
flexible and progressive.

In more recent times, we appreciate the sig-
nificant contributions that Sister Jane Frances
Brady made to the success of St. Joseph'’s.
Sister Jane remains an icon in The State of
New Jersey as a passionate advocate for the
needs of the sick and the poor. Sr. Jacqueline
Burns, SC, also a dynamic leader and imme-
diate past Chairperson of the Boards of Trust-
ees of SJHS, led the integration of the
Healthcare System and revitalization of our or-
ganization.

The Sisters provide an inspirational leader-
ship presence throughout St. Josephs
Healthcare System, with 30 sisters ministering
within SJHS. Today, the sisters sponsor one
college, two academies, three hospitals and
one women’s center. The Sisters of Charity of
Saint Elizabeth remain focused on the heart of
their calling: service and advocacy through
their work including research and dialogue on
major issues of social and global significance.

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing
compares to recognizing and commemorating
individuals who have dedicated their lives to
serving the people. The Sisters of Charity of
Saint Elizabeth’s commitment to public service
is truly commendable.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues to celebrate the long record of service
to their community by the Sisters of Charity of
Saint Elizabeth.
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HONORING THE MEMORY OF PAT-
RICK AWOSOGBA AND SUPPORT
OF CHILDREN’S CARDIO-
MYOPATHY AWARENESS MONTH

HON. BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 2017

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the memory of Patrick
Awosogba and in support of Children’s Cardio-
myopathy Awareness Month.

Patrick Awosogba was an avid baseball
player and a graduate of East Brunswick High
School. In 2015, Patrick tragically passed
away while playing pick-up basketball during
his freshman year at Rutgers University from
an undiagnosed case of hypertrophic cardio-
myopathy. Hypertrophic cardiomyopathy is a
chronic and degenerative heart disease that
thickens the heart muscle, causing an irregular
heartbeat and which can tragically lead to
death. Patrick was a beloved son and brother
and cherished member of his community.

September is Children’s Cardiomyopathy
Awareness Month. Cardiomyopathy is one of
the leading causes of sudden death in young
people, and the primary cause of heart trans-
plants in children over the age of one. Know-
ing your family’s history and heart health, and
discussing it with your doctor, can help deter-
mine whether your child is at risk. The mor-
tality rate for pediatric cardiomyopathy ex-
ceeds that of all childhood cancers combined,
and yet there is a shocking lack of both
awareness and research on this terrible dis-
ease.

Children’s  Cardiomyopathy = Foundation,
based in my home state of New Jersey, is a
leading nonprofit which provides resources
and support to families struggling to care for
their children suffering from this condition.
They work to raise awareness for the poten-
tially fatal disease. Along with their grassroots
network of families, they also advocate for re-
search and policies that help those suffering
from pediatric cardiomyopathy.

| urge my colleagues to join me in remem-
bering the life of Patrick Awosogba and in
raising awareness for pediatric cardio-
myopathy.

SEYFER AUTOMOTIVE
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Seyfer Auto-
motive for receiving the City of Wheat Ridge’s
Business of the Year Award for 2017.

The Business of the Year Award recognizes
local businesses who demonstrate a commit-
ment to their community, strong management
practices and are a positive reflection of the
City of Wheat Ridge’s values.

As noted in their mission and vision state-
ment, “For over 50 years, Seyfer Automotive
has provided expert, quality auto repair.
Wheat Ridge drivers have come to know them
for their reputation of fixing problems that no
other shop can fix. Their mission is to provide
their customer and their vehicle with the qual-
ity service they expect and deserve. The
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