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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING FIRST LIEUTENANT
WILLIAM C. RYAN, JR.

HON. JOSH GOTTHEIMER

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 14, 2017

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor an American hero from New
Jersey’s Fifth District, First Lieutenant William
C. Ryan, Jr. Lieutenant Ryan served our coun-
try as an aviator in the Marine Corps during
the Vietnam War. For his heroism in combat,
Lieutenant Ryan was awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross and Purple Heart. Lieu-
tenant Ryan grew up in Bogota, New Jersey,
and was an athlete and community leader at
St. Cecilia’s High School. Nicknamed “Rhino”
for his toughness and composure, Lieutenant
Ryan was a stern fighter and devoted family
man. “Billy,” as he was known to his friends,
attended St. Francis College, where he met
Judy, who would become his wife.

Upon graduation, Billy answered the call to
serve in the United States Marine Corps. His
outstanding character, determination, and will-
ingness to serve his country, made him a nat-
ural fit for flight school where he trained to be-
come a Marine Aviator. While deployed in
Vietnam, Lieutenant Ryan took on enemy fire
and was once rescued in the South China
Sea. On May 11, 1969, Lieutenant Ryan faced
heavy enemy fire and was shot down again.
He was pronounced dead on May 13, 1969.

On the same day that her husband was
downed by heavy fire, Judy packed her bags
eagerly awaiting a planned vacation with her
husband. Their son Michael was just a few
hours shy of his first birthday. For forty-seven
years, Lieutenant Ryan, who is a hero, never
received the proper burial he deserved. In
1990, investigators recovered Lieutenant
Ryan’s aircraft seat from the crash landing,
and decades later, investigators recovered his
remains in January 2016, bringing much-need-
ed peace to his family. With the hero’s wel-
coming that the Ryan family deserved, Billy
was laid to rest in Arlington National Ceme-
tery, on May 10, 2017.

| ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the heroism of First Lieutenant William
C. Ryan, Jr. and the Ryan family. His sac-
rifice, patriotism, and valor represent the best
of New Jersey and our country.

COMMEMORATING 50 YEARS OF
SOUTHWEST WISCONSIN TECH-
NICAL COLLEGE

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 14, 2017

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | rise to congratu-
late Southwest Wisconsin Technical College
for providing opportunities for success through
education for 50 years.

Before the first shovel of dirt was unearthed
in a cornfield outside of Fennimore no one
could have imagined what would someday
stand there almost 50 years later; Wisconsin’s
No. 1 and the nation’s No. 3 rated two-year
college in 2017.

Founded in 1967, Southwest Tech is lo-
cated in Fennimore, Wisconsin. Reflecting the
job demand of the time, degree programs
started with Auto-Tractor Mechanics and
Welding programs, as well as Account Clerk
and Clerk-Typists classes. As the economy
changed, the college added degrees in Crimi-
nal Justice, Nursing, Physical Therapy Assist-
ant, Midwifery, Web and Graphic Design, and
Network Specialist.

The first graduation was in May 1969, with
104 graduates representing six programs. The
May 2017 graduation had 366 graduates rep-
resenting 41 programs. Southwest Tech has
graduated 26,000 students in its history.

Southwest Tech is also a major employer in
Grant County employing 324 people and work-
ing with numerous businesses in a nine coun-
ty area. It is one of 16 two-year public open
access institutions within the Wisconsin Tech-
nical College System. The college serves
3,800 square miles including 30 school dis-
tricts in a five-county district of Crawford,
Grant, lowa, Lafayette, Richland and portions
of Dane, Green, Sauk and Vernon Counties.

The college is currently under the leadership
of President, Dr. Jason Wood. The first presi-
dent of the college was Conrad Mayer, fol-
lowed by Ronald Anderson, Dr. Richard Rog-
ers, Dr. Karen Knox and Dr. Duane Ford.

Now, in 2017, Southwest Tech is proud to
celebrate the many ways the College’s mis-
sion and its graduates positively impact south-
west Wisconsin. Thousands of Southwest
Tech employees, partners, and supporters de-
liver excellence to their students, businesses,
and communities. Because of their tireless ef-
forts, they have forever changed the lives of
those the college serves. Southwest Tech’s
50th Anniversary is an exciting opportunity to
reflect on the past, celebrate the present and
move forward with a renewed dedication to
students and southwest Wisconsin.

| extend my heartfelt congratulations to all
the past and present faculty, staff, and stu-
dents on 50 years of valuable and skillful high-
er education. Thanks to the efforts of current
administration and those that have come be-
fore, Southwest Tech will continue to lead the
way into the future.

—————

HONORING THE INDO-AMERICAN
HERITAGE MUSEUM GALA IN
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS ON SEP-
TEMBER 16TH

HON. RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 14, 2017

Mr.  KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speaker,
today | honor the Indo-American Heritage Mu-

seum in Chicago, lllinois as they celebrate
their annual Gala.

The Indo-American Heritage Museum, lo-
cated in the heart of Chicago’s Indian Amer-
ican commercial district, is an inclusive, com-
munity-based institution where visitors can
better understand and experience the cultural,
historic, and contemporary development of
millions of Americans of Indian origin.

The mission of the Indo-American Heritage
Museum is to promote understanding of the
heritage, culture and diversity of Indian Ameri-
cans, preserve their history and share their
contributions to the fabric of American life.
Since 1994, IAHM has collaborated with other
institutions in Chicago, such as the Field Mu-
seum and the Chicago Opera, to promote In-
dian culture and heritage, and it has created
hundreds of presentations for students at K—
12 schools and universities.

The 2017 Gala coincides with the showing
of the Smithsonian’s Beyond Bollywood exhibit
in partnership with the Field Museum. The ex-
hibition explores the heritage, daily experience
and numerous, diverse contributions that In-
dian immigrants and Indian Americans have
made to shaping the United States.

Beyond the broader impact that IAHM has,
it is also personal to me. | was raised to be
proud of being American, and | make sure my
children understand every day to be proud of
the United States. At the same time as we
embrace our identities, we never forget from
where we and our families came.

Today, India stands as a beacon for what
can be achieved. Home to more than 1.3 bil-
lion people, India boasts the world’s largest
middle class and one of the world’s biggest
democracies. Meanwhile, India’s reach ex-
tends far beyond her borders. Today, there
are five Indian-American members of Con-
gress including myself, and India has become
one of the United States’ largest trading part-
ners. | see India’s cultural influence every day
in the U.S. Capitol, and in my very own district
in llinois.

| honor the Indo-American Heritage Museum
as they celebrate their annual Gala.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE UNCONVENTIONAL
RATIFICATION OF THE CON-
STITUTION’S 27TTH AMENDMENT

HON. ROGER WILLIAMS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 14, 2017

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Gregory Watson of Texas’ 25th Con-
gressional District, and to recognize the 25th
Anniversary this year of the unconventional
ratification of the 27th Amendment to the Con-
stitution in 1992. And just days from now,
September 17, 2017, will mark the 230th Anni-
versary of our Constitution’s drafting in Phila-
delphia during the year 1787.

The 27th Amendment is brief and to the
point: “No law, varying the compensation for
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the services of the Senators and Representa-
tives, shall take effect, until an election of
Representatives shall have intervened.”

A decade prior to the irregular ratification of
the 27th Amendment, one of my constituents,
Gregory Watson, was a 19-year-old student at
the University of Texas at Austin tasked with
writing a term paper for a course in American
Government. Through his research, Watson
stumbled upon a still-pending proposed con-
stitutional amendment that the First Congress
had offered in 1789, pursuant to Article V, to
the State legislatures for ratification pertaining
to the compensation of Members of Congress.
Despite the intriguing nature and depth of re-
search of his paper, Watson earned a grade
of “C” on it, and in the class overall. That
grade stood for 35 years until May 2017 when
the overall course grade was officially raised
to an “A” by UT—Austin upon formal petition of
Watson’s former professor.

Unfazed at the time by the original low
grade on his paper, Watson began in the
Spring of 1982 reaching out to seek sponsor-
ship of the proposed constitutional amendment
in state capitols across the United States. In
1983, the Maine Legislature became Watson’s
first success story. After that, in 1984, Colo-
rado’s lawmakers gave their approval at Wat-
son’s urging. And from that point forward—
with Watson pressing every step of the way—
the proposal’s momentum strengthened until it
officially became the 27th Amendment to the
Constitution on May 5, 1992, when the Ala-
bama Legislature approved it, just over 10
years after Watson first learned of it. Later that
month, both Houses of the 102nd Congress
voted to accept the 27th Amendment’s unor-
thodox path to final ratification.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, | would say that the
story of a determined student should serve as
a reminder of how much influence average
citizens can have if they will step up and get
involved in the political process.

——————

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT FOR ALL
ACT

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 14, 2017

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of a bill | introduced earlier today: the
Equal Employment for All Act. A companion
bill was introduced in the Senate today by
Senator ELIZABETH WARREN.

According to a recent report, an increasing
number of employers have been using credit
reports, specifically consumer reports bearing
on the consumer's creditworthiness, credit
standing or credit capacity, as part of their hir-
ing process. However, unless the job position
involves significant financial responsibility, the
use of a credit check for employment raises
the obvious issue that a person’s credit history
has little to do with his or her qualifications for
a job.

Far too often, employers turn down ‘“credit
challenged” applicants because they have er-
roneously linked credit scores to potential job
performance. Even worse, the ‘“credit chal-
lenged” have fallen victim to deceptive mar-
keting practices by credit report companies or
credit counseling services that charge out-
landish fees that supposedly rehabilitate credit
scores to help with employment.
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The Equal Employment for All Act would
right this wrong by amending the Fair Credit
Reporting Act to prohibit the use of consumer
credit checks by employers as part of the hir-
ing or firing process unless the job involves
national security, Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation clearance, or significant financial
responsibility.

With the passage of the Equal Employment
for All Act, some of our most vulnerable,
“credit challenge” citizens including students,
recent college graduates, low-income families,
senior citizens, and minorities, would be given
the opportunity to begin rebuilding their credit
by obtaining a job.

| also want to thank Senator WARREN for her
leadership and partnership on this important
piece of legislation.

| urge my colleagues to help pass this bill.

———

IN HONOR OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE MON-
TEREY BAY NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARY

HON. JIMMY PANETTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 14, 2017

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize an important milestone in my district
on the central coast of California. This week-
end will mark twenty-five years since the es-
tablishment of the Monterey Bay National Ma-
rine Sanctuary. Referred to by many as the
Serengeti of the Sea, the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration designated
the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary
in 1992. Twenty-five years later, thanks in
large part to this designation, the central coast
of California has become a vibrant inter-
national tourist destination. Millions of people
from all over the world now travel to my dis-
trict to enjoy the pristine natural beauty of this
Sanctuary, creating not only cherished memo-
ries for visitors, but also thousands of jobs for
local residents Among these destinations is
the Monterey Bay Aquarium, a world-re-
nowned aquarium where thousands of visitors
every year learn about the rare and diverse
ecosystems that thrive within the giant kelp
forests of the Sanctuary.

While several generations on the central
coast of California have always known the
Monterey Bay to be a place of protected nat-
ural beauty, a sanctuary designation was a
long-delayed dream for many. While a Marine
Sanctuaries Study Bill was first proposed in
1967, it was not until the Marine Protection,
Research, and Sanctuaries Act of 1972 that
the Environmental Protection Agency was au-
thorized by Congress to regulate commercial
activities in offshore areas. Thus, Congress
delegated power to the Executive Branch to
create federally protected marine sanctuaries.
Unfortunately, despite tireless local efforts to
achieve this designation for the Monterey Bay,
the Reagan administration dropped the area
for consideration as a sanctuary in 1983. The
Congressman at the time recalled recently that
when he approached then- Interior Secretary
James Watt to lobby for the designation, he
pointed out a picture on the wall of the room
of a beautiful coastline, using it as an example
of the kinds of areas worthy of conservation.
Secretary Watt allegedly replied, “Looks like a
good place for an oil rig.”
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However, this did not stop the residents of
the central coast from achieving their long-
held dream. In 1988, Congress voted to re-au-
thorize the Sanctuaries Act, and the Monterey
Bay was included in the bill as a proposed
sanctuary. It was an important step, but much
work remained to make certain that the Sanc-
tuary would be large enough to ensure the
protection of the coastline from offshore oil
drilling, and other practices that would harm
the delicate ecosystem within the Monterey
Bay. Finally, on September 18, 1992, Con-
gress authorized the designation of the Mon-
terey Bay National Marine Sanctuary through
legislation proposed by Congressman Leon
Panetta. My father has referred to this many
times as one of his proudest moments, and it
certainly stands as one of his greatest accom-
plishments.

Of course, the thanks for the establishment
of the Sanctuary should not go to just one
man. Rather, it was the culmination of dec-
ades of tireless work by hundreds of citizens
and public servants. Their determination pre-
served a living postcard to pass on to the fu-
ture generations. The endless hours dedicated
to this monumental achievement stand as an
enduring testament to what is possible when
citizens take an active role in our democracy.
When Americans put their minds to some-
thing, anything is possible.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in taking a moment to recognize the value of
conserving areas like the Monterey Bay. Pre-
serving our nation’s natural beauty has a long
and storied tradition spanning over a century,
with champions from both political parties. Let
us now, then, commit ourselves to the contin-
ued preservation of our nation’s public lands,
now and forever.

——————

CONGRATULATING THE ALLIANCE
TO SAVE ENERGY ON ITS 40TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. ADAM KINZINGER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 14, 2017

Mr. KINZINGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the achievements of the Alliance
to Save Energy on its 40th Anniversary.
Founded in 1977 following the oil embargo,
the Alliance has been dedicated to improving
the energy efficiency of the United States. It
was established by Senators Charles Percy, a
Republican from lllinois, and Hubert Hum-
phrey, a Democrat from Minnesota, reflecting
the organization’s deep bipartisan roots and
commitment to practical approaches to policy;
a philosophy that guides the Alliance’s work
today.

The benefits of energy efficiency are broad.
Not only does using less energy save money
for American families and businesses on their
utility bills, it allows our nation’s valuable re-
sources to last longer and produce more for
our economy. When we can power our nation
with domestic resources, we don’t have to rely
on foreign sources and the risks that accom-
pany them. For this reason, energy efficiency
and energy security are just as intricately
linked as they were in 1977.

Improving energy efficiency in federal build-
ings remains one of my top priorities, particu-
larly when it can be done through common-
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