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new state-of-the-art Media Arts and Tech-
nology Department facility at New Mexico
Highlands University, my alma mater, will be
named the McCaffrey Historic Trolley Building
in honor of two outstanding New Mexicans
and my dear friends, Joe and Martha McCaf-
frey.

Joe and Martha have been generous in es-
tablishing the McCaffrey Family Endowment to
support students in the new Highlands Master
of Fine Arts degree program.

Leveo Sanchez, Chairman of the Highlands
Board of Regents, took note in making the
naming recommendation, “Joe and Martha
McCaffrey have been highly involved with
Highlands media arts for a number of years
and have been very generous in making gifts
to the department,” Sanchez said. “It’s rare to
have dedicated alumni like the McCaffreys
who graduated so many years ago and are
willing to donate some of their wealth to the
university.”

But for those of us who know Joe and Mar-
tha McCaffrey, their generosity of spirit is not
surprising. The McCaffreys have often noted
the important role that Highlands played in
their lives, and | have seen first-hand their
love of the university and the Highlands com-
munity.

Joe said, “As young newly married stu-
dents, we were given a firm educational foun-
dation that allowed us to pursue our chosen
careers. Without the help of caring professors,
we would not have achieved our goals.”

“This endowment is a small way for us to
repay what Highlands gave to us so many
years ago. We wanted media arts students at
Highlands to have the same opportunities we
had,” Martha explained.

“The McCaffreys have supported media arts
student projects, purchased equipment, and
funded retreats to create the MFA program,”
said Kerry Loewen, media arts and technology
chair at Highlands. “They consistently support
our program in other ways too, such as regu-
larly attending student events. The McCaffreys
are deserving of this legacy.”

| am also reminded that the McCaffrey Fam-
ily Endowment was also established to honor
the memory of Joe and Martha’s family.

Joe was born in Albuquerque and graduated
from St. Mary’s High School. His maternal
grandfather came to New Mexico in 1879 and
later founded the Albuquerque Carpenters
Union. Joe’s paternal grandfather came to
New Mexico in the 1920s. He was a member
of the New Mexico Legislature in the thirties
and spent forty years working for New Mexico
Senator Clinton P. Anderson. Joe’s father, Bill
McCaffrey, was the founder of the Rio Rancho
Observer. Bill's brother, Fred McCaffrey, was
the premier New Mexico political columnist, a
Santa Fe Living Treasure and was a good
friend of my father.

Martha said that the Media Arts and Tech-
nology Department reminded her of Speech
and Drama Department at Louisiana State
University, chaired by her grandfather. “This
gift honors my grandfather's memory and his
teaching philosophy. He once wrote, ‘A good
teacher believes in accessibility to students
and companionship with them, promotes atti-
tudes of professional ethics, and gives them
hard tasks to do in friendliness.”” The profes-
sors in the Media Arts Department dem-
onstrate that philosophy. This gift also honors
the memory of Martha’s father, whose proud-
est achievement was his contributions to the
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eradication of smallpox, while working for the
World Health Organization in India and Soma-
lia and her mother, a life-long educator.

| am reminded that Joe earned a B.S. and
M.S. in physics and mathematics from High-
lands in 1960 and 1961 respectively. Martha
completed a B.A. in history, with a minor in
English, in 1961. Joe completed a Ph.D. in
physics from Colorado State University. Joe
worked at the U.S. Naval Research Laboratory
for 30 years as a bench scientist and science
administrator and for five years as a Professor
of Computational Engineering at Mississippi
State University. His many technical achieve-
ments during this period were documented in
a Memorial declaring February 21, 2013 as
“Dr. Joe McCaffrey Day” in the New Mexico
Senate. None of these achievements would
have been possible without the educational
foundation provided by Highlands University.

| recall that Joe was named a Highlands
distinguished alumnus in 2004, served on the
Highlands Foundation board beginning in 2006
and continues as an emeritus member. He
also has taught several classes at Highlands.
Martha completed her master's degree in li-
brary science at the University of Maryland,
and was a longtime librarian and media spe-
cialist at Mandevile High School in
Mandeville, Louisiana. Martha received the
Modisette Award from the Louisiana Library
Association for her pioneering efforts in library
automation. | know that Martha is a member
of the Highlands Alumni Association board. As
a Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Historic
Preservation board member, she has
mentored several media arts students in local
internships through the university’s one-of-a-
kind AmeriCorps Cultural Technology pro-
gram.

So it is with great pleasure that | congratu-
late Highlands on the new Media Arts and
Technology Department facility and thank Joe
and Martha McCaffrey for their generosity and
their vision for generations of future fine arts
students at Highlands.

———
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great respect and admiration that | take this
time to honor Judge William E. Alexa, and to
wish him well upon his retirement. Throughout
his many years of public service, Judge Alexa
has been dedicated and unwavering in his
support of the local community. After more
than thirty years of public service, Judge Alexa
will be retiring in October of this year. To com-
memorate this special occasion and to pay
tribute to Judge Alexa’s extraordinary career,
a celebratory event will take place on Tues-
day, September 19, 2017, at the Old Towne
Banquet Center in Valparaiso, Indiana.

William Alexa is a veteran of the United
States Army, having served between 1962
and 1964. Following his military service, he
went on to graduate from the Valparaiso Uni-
versity School of Law in 1973. Not long after
law school, from 1975 to 1978, Judge Alexa
held the positions of Porter County Deputy
and Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney. In
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1988, he was elected to the Indiana State
Senate, faithfully serving his constituents of
the Fifth District for the next fourteen years.
As a member of the Indiana General Assem-
bly, Senator Alexa served on the Judiciary
Committee, the State Budget Committee, the
Commission on Courts, and the Senate Com-
mittee on Veterans Affairs and the Military. As
a legislator, he co-authored a bill that estab-
lished the Indiana Commission on Military and
Veterans Affairs. From 2000 to 2002, Judge
Alexa also served as Chair of the Indiana
Criminal Law Study Commission.

In the private sector, Judge Alexa practiced
law from 1978 to 2002, at which time he was
appointed to serve the remainder of the term
of Judge Thomas W. Webber Sr. He was re-
elected in 2006 and 2012 to continue serving
as Porter County Superior Court Judge. For
his admirable and devoted career in public
service, Judge Alexa has received numerous
accolades and awards, including the Saga-
more of the Wabash, bestowed upon him by
the late Governor Frank O’Bannon, and the
Distinguished Public Service Award, presented
to him by the American Legion of Indiana.
Aside from his work, Judge Alexa gives much
of his time to numerous charitable endeavors,
and for that he is worthy of our respect and
appreciation.

Judge Alexa’s commitment to the commu-
nity and to public service is exceeded only by
his devotion to his amazing family. He and his
wife, Joyce, have two loving children and
three beautiful granddaughters.

I am honored to call Bill Alexa a friend and
| cannot thank him enough for all that he has
done for me over the years. | am even more
grateful for what he has done for so many for
so long, stranger and friend alike. His service
has improved the future we will live in.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in honoring
Judge William Alexa for his outstanding serv-
ice to the community of Northwest Indiana and
beyond. His unwavering dedication to improv-
ing the quality of life for all Hoosiers is truly
admirable, and we have been honored to have
had his presence in the judiciary for so long.
Please join me in thanking Judge Alexa and
wishing him well upon his retirement.

——
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Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Jessica Stellabotte, one of the win-
ners of the 24th annual Personal Achievement
Award from the HealthSouth Rehabilitation
Hospital of Altoona. This award is given to en-
courage and recognize those who have made
an outstanding effort to deal with or overcome
a disability. This year, Jessica has earned that
distinction.

Jessica was diagnosed in April 2017 with
Acute Demyelinating Encephalopathy, an in-
flammation of the body’s central nervous sys-
tem that affects the brain and spinal cord. At
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the time, Jessica was just a typical young
woman pursuing her Master's Degree in Grief
Counseling.

She faced many obstacles being unable to
speak, sit without support or simply wheel her
wheelchair. However, through her hard work,
motivation and family support, Jessica has
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made tremendous gains in speech and occu-
pational therapy and now even walks with a
walker. She is completing a graduate program
to become a grief counselor, and is an inspira-
tion to many.

| am honored to help celebrate Jessica’s im-
pressive efforts and promising recovery, as |
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believe that her dedicated and positive attitude
is something many of us can learn from as we
attempt to overcome the hardships in our
lives. Furthermore, | am happy to recognize
Jessica for her perseverance, and | wish her
the best as she continues to reclaim her
health and life.
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