August 4, 2017

Moreover, the festival is not only a great op-
portunity for family fun and bringing the Ethio-
pian community together, but it also serves to
highlight the individual contributions of Ethio-
pian immigrants to our community. In this spir-
it, Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize the
following organizers of the Taste of Ethiopia
for their hard work and dedication to make this
event for our community possible: Nebiyu
Asfaw, Sosna Dagne, Elizabeth Moltot,
Adanech Denbel, Fikru Ayele, Bizuye Sebsbe,
Tilahun Dessie, Aschalew Agonafer,
Yalemwork Tekola, Girum Alemayehu, Sophia
Belew, Senait Keteman, Selam Ayele, Helen
Tekle, Ayinalem Bayu and Yohannes
Mengistu.

Mr. Speaker, the 6th District of Colorado is
home to the largest Ethiopian community in
the State of Colorado and it continues to be
an honor for me to represent so many Ethio-
pian immigrants in the United States House of
Representatives. | had the privilege of attend-
ing last year's Taste of Ethiopia and it is an
honor for me to again be included in the Taste
of Ethiopia annual celebration.

| again offer my sincere congratulations to
the organizers of the Taste of Ethiopia for their
tireless work to promote the Ethiopian culture
in the State of Colorado.

HONORING HON. RANDALL T. ENG
HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Honorable Justice Randall T.
Eng, a man whose life and dedication to our
legal system stands as an inspiration to all
New Yorkers.

Originally from Canton, China, Judge Eng
was raised in New York City where he at-
tended city public schools. He received a B.A.
degree from SUNY Buffalo in 1969 followed
by his J.D. from St. John’s University School
of Law in 1972.

Following Law School, Justice Eng began
his long and esteemed career in public service
as an assistant district attorney in Queens,
where he served from 1973 to 1980. He was
the Deputy Inspector General of the New York
City Correction Department from 1980 to
1981, and later became the Inspector General,
a role in which he served from 1981 to 1983.
Justice Eng first took the bench in the Criminal
Court of the City of New York in 1983, and in
1991, he presided in Supreme Court, Queens
County until being elevated to the Appellate
Division in 2008. In 2012, Governor Cuomo
appointed Justice Eng to lead the Second De-
partment, where he became the first Asian
American to serve as presiding Justice of an
Appellate Division. Justice Eng oversees one
of the busiest appellate courts in the country,
helps to guide New York’s judicial policy, and
supervises the operation of the court’s ancil-
lary agencies, including the Office of Attorneys
for Children, the Committee of Character and
Fitness, and Mental Hygiene Legal Services.

In addition to his prolific legal career, Justice
Eng has also proudly served his country in
other distinguished ways. From 1970 to 2004,
he was a member of the New York Army Na-
tional Guard, retiring as State Judge Advocate
with the rank of colonel.
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Throughout his career, Justice Eng has
been a trailblazer. In almost every legal posi-
tion he has ever held, he has been the first
Asian American in that position. This year, the
Westchester Black Bar Association is honoring
Justice Eng at their annual Spring Gala. He is
most deserving of this recognition. Congratula-
tions to Justice Eng on this wonderful honor.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SHEN-
ANDOAH VALLEY CIVIL WAR MU-
SEUM

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 4, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
bring to your and our colleagues’ attention an
important ribbon-cutting ceremony in Win-
chester, Virginia, on Friday, August 4, 2017,
officially announcing the renaming of the
former Old Court House Civil War Museum to
the “Shenandoah Valley Civil War Museum”.

The ceremony was also an opportunity to
honor a great civic leader of the Shenandoah
Valley, Jim Wilkins, Jr., with the presentation
of the Graves Family Philanthropic Leadership
Award, in recognition of Mr. Wilkins’ leader-
ship on behalf of civil war battlefield preserva-
tion and other worthy causes, including the
Frederick County/Winchester Law Enforce-
ment Foundation, which he helped establish.

This name change signals a continuation of
the energetic expansion of the preservation
and enhancement of civil war sites by the
Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation, on
whose Board of Directors Mr. Wilkins is an ac-
tive member. Under the visionary leadership of
CEO Keven Walker, the new name of the mu-
seum, coupled with new and renovated exhib-
its that will include youth activities and inter-
active learning tools, will make the museum a
compelling attraction for Civil War enthusiasts
and their families. The foundation will be able
to tell the broader story of the Civil War in the
entire Shenandoah Valley that will include
Union, Confederate, civilian and African-Amer-
ican perspectives.

These initiatives of the Shenandoah Valley
Battlefields Foundation and its partners have
had a significantly positive economic impact
on my Valley constituents. The Shenandoah
Valley Battlefields National Historic District is
an important driver of the regional economy,
contributing hundreds of millions of dollars an-
nually and sustaining thousands of jobs.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and our colleagues
to join me in thanking CEO Keven Walker, Jim
Wilkins, Jr. and the Board of Directors and
staff of the Shenandoah Valley Battlefields
Foundation for the extraordinary energy and
commitment they have brought to preserving
the vitally important story of the Civil War in
the Shenandoah Valley, including the newly
named Shenandoah Valley Civil War Museum
which promises to become a driver of the re-
gional economy as it emerges as an important
center of the history and culture of the Shen-
andoah Valley.
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TRIBUTE TO MITCHELL J. ROSS,
DIRECTOR OF THE ACQUISITIONS
AND GRANTS OFFICE OF THE
NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOS-
PHERIC ADMINISTRATION (NOAA)

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 4, 2017

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
pay tribute to the remarkable accomplishments
of Mitchell J. Ross, the Director of the Acquisi-
tion and Grants Office of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

This month, August 2017, Mitchell retires
after more than 20 years of faithful, honorable,
and distinguished service to the United States
government and the people of the United
States.

Mitchell Ross began his career of service to
the United States government and the people
of the United States when he was appointed
to the first class of Presidential Management
Interns and assigned to the Department of the
Navy.

Mitchell then went on to join the Naval Air
Systems Command as a career civil servant
and became a Contracting Officer.

After a period spent in the private sector,
during which time he held leadership roles
specializing in government relations, Mitchell
returned to continue serving our nation in his
capacity as the Director of the Acquisitions
and Grants Office at the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

The contracts and grants that are awarded
by NOAA not only address critical national pri-
orities in the environment and science, but
also provide small, minority and women-
owned businesses an opportunity to expand
and succeed in the public sector.

Mitchell Ross was committed to helping
women and minority communities secure op-
portunities to compete and excel.

| thank Mitchell Ross for his efforts in facili-
tating the development and success of a di-
verse array of business owners.

Mr. Speaker, Mitchell Ross’ excellent per-
formance, distinguished service, and profes-
sionalism have earned him the respect and
friendship of his colleagues, and countless
women and minority business-owners.

| know my colleagues join me in extending
our thanks and appreciation to Mitchell Ross
for his service to our nation and our very best
wishes for a happy and fulfilling retirement.

He will be missed dearly.

HONORING STEVEN I. ROSENFELD

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 4, 2017

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a member of the community who has
been an instrumental force for good at the
Riverdale Temple, Mr. Steven Rosenfeld.

Steven resides in Westchester County with
his wife, Lori, and dog, Griffin. He is a mem-
ber of Riverdale Temple, where he is Presi-
dent of the Men’s Club. He has been actively
involved in the sales and marketing of con-
sumer products most of his adult life. Steven
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is also a one-time White House Fellowship
candidate.

Locally, Steven has been involved in various
community groups and efforts, including serv-
ing as a founding Director of the Westchester
Shakespeare Festival.

A recipient of the Consumer Electronic In-
dustry’s Design and Engineering Award, and
author of numerous articles, Mr. Rosenfeld is
also a member of the National Academy of
Recording Arts and Sciences. Mr. Rosenfeld is
listed in Who’s Who in America, Who’s Who in
Entertainment, and Who’s Who in Business.
He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Long
Island University, and he was a Master's De-
gree candidate at St. Francis College. In addi-
tion, Steven was previously a member of the
board of advisors of the Department of Psychi-
atry at Columbia Presbyterian Hospital.

Steven has been dedicated to the longevity
of The Riverdale Temple and the community.
This year, the Riverdale Temple is honoring
him at their 2017 Student Sponsorship Break-
fast for all of the support he has shown to the
Temple and its members. The honor is well-
deserved. | want to congratulate Steven on
this wonderful occasion and thank him for all
he has done in the community.

——————

SUPPORTING INVESTMENT IN ALZ-
HEIMER’S DISEASE CURE RE-
SEARCH

HON. RO KHANNA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 4, 2017

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
express my support for increased investment
in research to combat Alzheimer's disease.
Over five million Americans are currently living
with Alzheimer's and more than fifteen million
Americans are acting as a caregiver to a fam-
ily member or friend with Alzheimer’s. The dis-
ease is projected to afflict thirteen million
Americans by the year 2050 unless we
achieve significant advances in treatment. Alz-
heimer’'s disease is the sixth leading cause of
death in the United States.

Investing in Alzheimer’s research is the right
thing to do and good policy. The cost of caring
for people with Alzheimer's disease to Med-
icaid and Medicare is 175 billion dollars. That
makes up nineteen percent of the total Medi-
care budget. By 2050 that cost could grow to
758 billion dollars. Medicare for an individual
with Alzheimer’s or dementia costs nearly four
times more than it does for a person without
Alzheimer’s or dementia.

As a member of the Committee on Armed
Services, | am especially concerned with the
number of our Veterans that suffer from de-
mentia. Traumatic brain injuries and post-trau-
matic stress disorder have been linked to an
increased risk for Alzheimer's and dementia. |
am glad the military has recognized the impor-
tance of Alzheimer's research. Programs like
the Peer Reviewed Alzheimer's Disease Pro-
gram are essential to address the long-term
consequences of traumatic brain injuries.

| urge my colleagues to join with me to sup-
port and increase in funding to combat Alz-
heimer's. We owe it to all Americans, espe-
cially those who have served, to find a way to
prevent and treat this disease.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF MS.
NELLIE CROWSTON

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 4, 2017

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the life of Ms. Nellie
Crowston and her tireless work on behalf of
students, teachers, and our entire community
in Torrington, Connecticut. Nellie passed away
on July 30, 2017, at the age of 79, but her
contributions and legacy will live on in
Torrington for many years to come.

Many in Torrington knew Nellie for her dec-
ades of work as a public school teacher. She
represented the best of what it means to be
an educator. Nellie’s students remember her
for her caring and encouraging nature. Nellie
also possessed an astounding memory and
regularly recognized her students around town
years after they had left her classroom. Even
after retiring, Nellie loved to return to the
classroom as a substitute teacher and work
with children. She was an inspiration to both
her students and her fellow teachers.

Outside of her teaching career, Nellie was
an active member of our community and con-
tributed to a number of causes close to her
heart. Her work was instrumental in saving
and expanding the Torrington Alpha Delta
Kappa chapter, a society for women edu-
cators. She boosted the group’s membership
and organized fundraisers and events that ex-
panded its presence in our city. Her work al-
lowed Alpha Delta Kappa to provide grants to
local teachers and scholarships to high school
students. Nellie’s dedication to service should
be a model for public servants everywhere.

Mr. Speaker, Nellie Crowston was a dedi-
cated teacher and community leader who in-
spired countless students and made
Torrington a better place to live. It is fitting and
proper that we honor her legacy here today.
All those who knew her will cherish her mem-

ory.

————

HONORING SISTERS OF CHARITY
OF NEW YORK 200TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 4, 2017

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
one of the finest charitable organization’s op-
erating not just in my district, but across the
entire State of New York. For two centuries,
the Sisters of Charity of New York has met the
challenges of the times and ministered to the
needs of the poor. It is my honor to recognize
their incredible work as they celebrate their
200th anniversary.

The history of the Sisters of Charity begins
with its foundress, Elizabeth Ann Seton, who
was later canonized as the first American-born
saint. Elizabeth was born in 1774, into an
upper class, well educated, Episcopalian fam-
ily in New York City. A well-educated, talented
young lady, she and other young prominent
women in New York society served the poor,
particularly widows and orphans. lronically,
Elizabeth became a penniless widow within 10
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years of marrying her husband, William Magee
Seton, with whom she had five children. Influ-
enced by the kindness of her husband’s
friends and her attraction to the Eucharist,
Elizabeth converted to Catholicism.

In 1817, after Elizabeth had opened several
Catholic Schools with a small community of
women concentrated on a defined lifestyle for
their religious congregation, and founded the
first American congregation of women reli-
gious, she sent three of her sisters to New
York City to open an orphanage, establishing
the foundation of the Sisters of Charity in New
York.

The SCNY mission is simple: to share in the
ongoing mission of Jesus by responding to the
signs of the times in the spirit of St. Vincent
de Paul and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, by re-
vealing the Father's love in our lives and in
our varied ministries with and for all in need,
especially the poor. Their work speaks for
itself. There are 250 Sisters of Charity of New
York and 121 Associates; seven sisters and
33 Associates live in Guatemala. In their 200—
year history, the Congregation opened and/or
staffed 185 schools, 28 hospitals, 23 childcare
institutions, and other ministries to care for
people on the margins of society. SCNY also
sponsors ministries across the State aimed at
helping others, including on the campuses of
the College of Mount Saint Vincent and St. Jo-
seph’s Medical Center. From housing to anti-
human trafficking programs, the breadth of
SCNY’s reach is truly inspiring.

All of this could only be achieved and sus-
tained by individuals who are truly dedicated
to their mission, and who care deeply for peo-
ple from all walks of life. | am proud the Sis-
ters of Charity of New York is based in my
district, and | want to say thank you to its
leadership and all of its members for their re-
markable dedication and hard work.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF MUSCULAR
DYSTROPHY AWARENESS MONTH

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 4, 2017

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Muscular Dystrophy Awareness
Month and on behalf of Americans diagnosed
with muscular dystrophy. Initiatives like Mus-
cular Dystrophy Awareness Month are crucial
for raising public awareness about the effects
of the disease while driving action and new
treatments for individuals that result in im-
provements in care.

Muscular dystrophy is a family of diseases
in which abnormal genetic mutations interfere
with protein production that is critical to form-
ing healthy muscle. The disease progressively
causes weakness and loss of muscle mass in
affected individuals and can result in the com-
plete paralysis of all voluntary muscles, includ-
ing those used in breathing and swallowing.
Over one million individuals in the United
States are affected by some form of muscular
dystrophy, and there is currently no cure for
the disease. However, research into muscular
dystrophy has recently led to new treatments
for several types of muscular diseases, and
experimental treatments like gene therapy
have also shown promise.

It is critical that we work to raise awareness
of muscular dystrophy and related diseases
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