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Our world has changed a great deal during 

the course of Mary’s life. Since her birth, we 
have revolutionized air travel and walked on 
the moon. We have invented the television, 
cellular phones and the internet. We have 
fought in wars overseas, seen the rise and fall 
of Soviet communism and witnessed the birth 
of new democracies. Mary has lived through 
eighteen United States Presidents and twenty- 
six Governors of Iowa. In her lifetime, the pop-
ulation of the United States has more than tri-
pled. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
Mary in the United States Congress and it is 
my pleasure to wish her a very happy 103rd 
birthday. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Mary on reaching this in-
credible milestone and wishing her even more 
health and happiness in the years to come. 
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HONORING DR. WANDA WILSON, 
CRNA, MSN, PHD, CEO OF THE 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
NURSE ANESTHETISTS 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, today I 
pay tribute to Dr. Wanda Wilson, CRNA, MSN, 
PhD, of Cincinnati, Ohio. Dr. Wilson will soon 
complete her tenure as the CEO of the Amer-
ican Association of Nurse Anesthetists (AANA) 
whose headquarters are located in my district. 
I am proud that Dr. Wilson has led the AANA 
as their CEO and Executive Director since 
2009, a job she began after serving as Presi-
dent of the AANA in 2007. She has been an 
extremely effective leader on behalf of her 
CRNA colleagues. 

Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists 
(CRNAs) are advanced practice registered 
nurses who administer approximately 43 mil-
lion anesthetics to patients each year. CRNAs 
practice in every setting in which anesthesia is 
delivered: traditional hospital surgical suites 
and obstetrical delivery rooms; critical access 
hospitals; ambulatory surgical centers; the of-
fices of dentists, podiatrists, ophthalmologists, 
plastic surgeons, and pain management spe-
cialists; and U.S. military, Public Health Serv-
ices, and Department of Veterans Affairs 
healthcare facilities. 

Prior to her time at the AANA, Dr. Wilson 
enjoyed a career as the nurse anesthesia edu-
cational program director and professor of clin-
ical nursing for the University of Cincinnati’s 
College of Nursing, Nurse Anesthesia Major. 
The highly regarded Cincinnati program in-
cludes a primary clinical site at the University 
Hospital in Cincinnati, where she maintained 
her clinical skills while directing the education 
of 28–32 nurse anesthesia students per year. 
Dr. Wilson received her doctorate degree in 
nursing science and physiology and a mas-
ter’s degree in nursing from the University of 
Cincinnati. She also earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in nursing and a bachelor’s degree in 
science from the University of Cincinnati; her 
nurse anesthesia diploma from Cincinnati 
General Hospital; and her nursing diploma 
from Holzer Medical Center in Gallipolis, Ohio. 

During her time as CEO of the AANA, Dr. 
Wilson has been a prominent advocate for pa-

tients, practitioners and students of nurse an-
esthesia before federal agencies and mem-
bers of Congress. She has worked tirelessly to 
promote anesthesia patient safety and the 
value of CRNAs to our healthcare system, rec-
ognition of CRNAs as Full Practice Providers 
in the Veterans Health Administration (VHA), 
proper implementation of the provider non-dis-
crimination, and appropriate recognition of the 
full scope of CRNA practice including pain 
management and related services in Medi-
care. 

I extend my sincere congratulations to Dr. 
Wilson today on a job well done. Her service 
to the AANA, her patients, and her students 
and her commitment to advancing the nurse 
anesthetist profession as a leader, educator 
and advocate are unrivaled. 
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ANTONIO ‘‘TONY’’ VEGA 

HON. DON BACON 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a leader in the Hispanic, small business 
community of my congressional district in 
Omaha, Nebraska. A Nebraska immigrant, Mr. 
Antonio ‘‘Tony’’ Vega’s career of entrepreneur-
ship and mentorship is recognized through his 
commitment to service and upholding the val-
ues of hard work. 

Mr. Vega was born and raised in Zapotlán 
El Grande, a city about 80 miles south of Gua-
dalajara, in Mexico. He was raised by a single 
mother who considered his education to be 
her highest priority. She sacrificed greatly for 
his higher education by immigrating to the 
United States to earn enough money to pay 
for Tony’s education back in Mexico. Tony 
also attributes his strong morals, values and 
work ethic to his grandparents, who influenced 
him during his childhood. As a result, Tony 
successfully completed a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Tourism and Travel Management at the 
Universidad de Guadalajara in 1987. 

Following graduation, Tony’s first job was 
with the State of Jalisco tourism agency as the 
Deputy Delegate, overseeing 16 counties and 
developing relations with all county dignitaries. 
He later became the Director of Small Busi-
ness Development for his hometown of 
Zapotlán El Grande, where he was the coordi-
nator for the annual festival Feria Zapotlán, 
which runs during the entire month of October 
with a variety of cultural activities and national 
attractions. 

In 1994, he immigrated to the United States 
to reside in San Gabriel, CA. It was there that 
he met a wholesale leather goods distributor 
who taught him about Hispanic, small busi-
nesses. Mr. Vega worked Monday through Fri-
day at Arambula Hats. During the weekend, 
he explored ways to develop more efficient 
shipping routes throughout the pacific coast 
from Southern California to Oregon. 

Tony came to Omaha, Nebraska in 2000 to 
work as an administrator at Plaza Latina. Mr. 
Vega implemented a new management style 
for retail through an inventive strategy of con-
necting small businesses in a single retail, 
one-stop location. His concept was praised by 
the owners of Plaza Latina, who offered to sell 
the whole business and building to Mr. Vega 
along with a 5-year financing deal, requiring 

no lawyers be involved. This led Mr. Vega to 
construct an incubator for a Hispanic, small 
business. Using the small retail spaces and 
resources at Plaza Latina, new entrepreneurs 
had an opportunity to succeed within one 
community and location. 

This concept for small business develop-
ment caught the attention of Dr. Jonathan 
Benjamin-Alvarado, a faculty member at the 
University of Nebraska—Omaha, who wanted 
to know more about Mr. Vega’s modern mar-
keting and business approach. Dr. Benjamin- 
Alvarado brought the University of Nebraska’s 
College of Business’ students from all cam-
puses to experience his business concept. 
This partnership was the initial catalyst that 
led to the success of the many businesses 
that Tony helped. 

In 2005, the Hispanic business community 
in South Omaha started to take off and the 
first major bank moved into the area. First Na-
tional Bank of Omaha broke ground on a new 
Spanish-speaking branch, solely focused on 
Hispanic clients and businesses along the 
24th Street corridor. This would eventually be-
come the main financier in South Omaha. The 
move by the bank was initially received with 
reluctance by local Latino business. However, 
due to the quick actions of Mr. Vega, seven 
core businesses gathered for a meeting at 
Guacamaya Restaurant on the 2nd of March. 
Mr. Vega proposed the local Hispanic Busi-
ness Community integrate with the U.S. His-
panic Chamber of Commerce (USHCC). 

On April 7, 2005 by unanimous vote, Mr. 
Vega’s Hispanic Business Group became a 
member of the USHCC and grew from 7 His-
panic businesses to 28 in their first month. 
Tony became the first President of the Ne-
braska Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and 
held the position for the first 3 years. He 
paved the way for the current business model 
of incubating, developing and empowering 
small business success. 

Today, Mr. Vega is the owner of Factor 
Latino magazine. Published monthly in Span-
ish, it is catered to the Latino and Hispanic 
business community leaders in Nebraska. An 
avid fan of Mexican Lucha Libre (Wrestling) 
since childhood; he is the founder and Presi-
dent of Midwest Mexican Wrestling. Addition-
ally, he created TV Latina Nebraska to serve 
the online Latino community. It is a platform 
that provides coverage on local politics, com-
munity support programs and leaders within 
the Hispanic community in Omaha. 

Mr. Vega is happily married to the love of 
his life, Eliana Ortiz since 1992. He is a father 
to three boys: Braulio, Omar and Nicolás, and 
two girls: Jessica and Grecia. His everyday 
passions include communications, road trips, 
Mexican wrestling and hosting gatherings of 
friends and family. I am proud to recognize all 
of Mr. Vega’s accomplishments and am con-
fident that he will continue to inspire and en-
hance the Hispanic, small business community 
in Nebraska. 
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FULBRIGHT SCHOLARS 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor four northeast Georgians 
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who recently completed time abroad as part of 
the Fulbright Scholar Program. 

Established in 1946, the Fulbright Program 
has given more than 370,000 American stu-
dents the opportunity to step out of their com-
fort zones in order to live and study in a dif-
ferent country. The travels that these young 
Americans have embarked on each year high-
light our nation’s commitment to expanding 
our knowledge and building relationships. 

I would like to recognize the following four 
Fulbright recipients: Franziska Brunner, Kim-
berly Buice, Isaac Hopkins, and Dr. Mihai 
Spariosu. This past year, these four scholars 
lived in Austria, Laos, Canada, and Romania, 
respectively, studying topics ranging from lit-
erature to music. 

These students teach us that instead of 
fearing the unknown, we should commit our-
selves to seeking it out. As Fulbright Scholars, 
these individuals returned with a newfound ap-
preciation for different cultures and new ideas 
about how we can cultivate strong ties with 
others all across the globe. 

It is an honor to represent these bright, 
young scholars. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CENTENNIAL 
BIRTHDAY OF HELEN S. LIU 

HON. NORMA J. TORRES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a long-time resident of my district, Mrs. 
Helen Liu, as she celebrates her 100th birth-
day surrounded by family and friends. 

Mrs. Liu spends her days embodying the 
qualities of kindness, generosity, and selfless-
ness, all of which have been gained after 
many years spent as a mother and a woman 
of faith. She was born August 19, 1917 in a 
small village outside the city of Tangshan, 
China. The youngest of six children—three 
older brothers and two older sisters—Helen 
found a passion in pursuing higher education 
in an environment that discouraged it. 

After completing her exams at Shen Hung 
Girl’s High School, Helen was accepted to two 
prestigious universities: Yanjing University in 
Beijing and Nankai University in Tianjin. In 
order to remain close to her family, Helen at-
tended school in Tianjin. It was here where 
she later met and married her husband, Yung 
Kwei Lui, on April 7, 1941. 

Helen and her husband raised a beautiful 
family of four, two sons and two daughter, one 
of which she currently spends her days with in 
the City of Montclair. In her spare time, Helen 
teaches bible study and the lessons she has 
learned throughout her long, but fulfilling life. 
Many of these lessons are well documented in 
her autobiography. 

When asked her opinion of such a monu-
mental celebration, Helen said she finds it dif-
ficult to believe that she has lived to see 100 
years. She only hopes to see many more. 

For her endless dedication to her family and 
her community, and for being an example of 
love and kindness, I would like to recognize 
Mrs. Helen Liu, proud American citizen, and 
wish her a very Happy Birthday. 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
DESIREE LANGSTON CARN 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember the life of Mrs. Desiree Langston 
Carn, a revered member of our Toledo com-
munity. Mrs. Carn passed from this life on 
June 26, 2017 surrounded by her family. 

Desiree Langston Carn graduated from 
Jesup W. Scott High School in 1973 and 
earned her Bachelor’s Degree from the Ohio 
State University and a Master’s Degree from 
Bowling Green State University in guidance 
and counseling. 

She served the Toledo community and 
touched the lives of countless students as a 
Counselor, retiring after 34 years from the To-
ledo Board of Education. Her compassion, her 
smile, and her words of wisdom guided many 
young people on paths forward. 

Desiree had a beautiful voice which she 
used in worship at Jerusalem Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Toledo. So special was her gift, 
that a citywide musical celebration was held at 
the church as part of her homegoing. 

Desiree leaves to cherish her memory her 
husband, Ernest Carn, Jr., her sons Jamal 
and Jasyn, her five grandchildren, her mother, 
Elzena Langston, her brother Calvin Thomp-
son, her sister Antoinette Langston, and many 
loving relatives. We offer them our prayers 
and hope that they find comfort in the wonder-
ful memories of what Desiree had meant to 
each of the people who shared in her life. 

Psalm 59: 16–17 sings, ‘‘But as for me, I 
shall sing of Your strength; Yes, I shall joyfully 
sing of Your loving kindness in the morning, 
For You have been my stronghold and a ref-
uge in the day of my distress. O my strength, 
I will sing praises to You; For God is my 
stronghold, the God who shows me loving 
kindness.’’ Desiree Langston Carn shared this 
message through her angelic voice. Now she 
joins the Angels in song. 

Desiree led a full life and gave so much to 
all those who knew her. Her legacy grows in 
the wisdom she shared and the hope she in-
spired in the young people she counseled. Her 
voice still shines as it is carried forth. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF JUDGE 
BEN MORALES 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the life of Judge Alvin James 
‘‘Ben’’ Morales, who proudly served the people 
of Laredo for more than 20 years. 

Judge Ben Morales was born in 1950 in 
Taylor, Texas. He graduated from Taylor High 
School and joined the United States Army dur-
ing the Vietnam War. After he was honorably 
discharged, Judge Morales completed his 
studies at Southwest Texas State University 
with a bachelor’s degree in political science 
and history. 

After college, Judge Morales married Liz 
Gamez. They then moved to Houston where 

he pursued a degree at Thurgood Marshall 
School of Law, graduating in 1979. After pass-
ing the bar exam Judge Morales moved his 
family to Laredo, where he started a career as 
an attorney before serving as a judge, a posi-
tion he held for over twenty years. 

Judge Morales was a widely respected and 
admired judge and individual. Among his 
many achievements, he launched Webb 
County’s first-ever juvenile drug court program 
in 2013. He also served as a member of the 
American Judge’s Association, as a Chairman 
of the Webb County Bail Bond Board, and as 
an Assistant Webb County Attorney. In 2014, 
Judge Morales retired, and he and his wife 
moved to Pflugerville to be closer to their 
daughters, friends, and extended family. 

Judge Morales is survived by his loving wife 
Liz Morales and two daughters Marisa Mo-
rales and Raquel Leal. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize and honor Judge Mo-
rales for his years of service to the city of La-
redo. 
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TRIBUTE TO LOIS HOCKABOUT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Lois 
Hockabout of Tabor, Iowa on the occasion of 
her 100th birthday. Lois was born on August 
9, 1917. 

Our world has changed a great deal during 
the course of Lois’ life. Since her birth, we 
have revolutionized air travel and walked on 
the moon. We have invented the television, 
cellular phones, and the Internet. We have 
fought in wars overseas, seen the rise and fall 
of Soviet communism and witnessed the birth 
of new democracies. Lois has lived through 
eighteen United States Presidents and twenty- 
five Governors of Iowa. In her lifetime, the 
population of the United States has more than 
tripled. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent Lois 
in the United States Congress and it is my 
pleasure to wish her a very happy 100th birth-
day. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Lois on reaching this incredible 
milestone and wishing her even more health 
and happiness in the years to come. 
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HONORING CYNTHIA K. DOHNER 
FOR 24 YEARS OF SERVICE AT 
THE U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE 
SERVICE 

HON. GARRET GRAVES 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the public service ca-
reer of Cynthia K. Dohner. Cindy served the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service with distinction 
and honor for more than 24 years and will 
leave the Service on August 30, 2017. 

Cindy’s love of the outdoors began while 
fishing Pennsylvania’s Susquehanna River 
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