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IN CELEBRATION OF JAMES W.
PARISH AS 2017 AVIATION PRO-
FESSIONAL OF THE YEAR

HON. THOMAS J. ROONEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Mr. THOMAS J. ROONEY of Florida. Mr
Speaker, | rise today to celebrate the accom-
plishments of James W. Parish, executive di-
rector of the Punta Gorda Airport, who was re-
cently recognized as the 2017 Aviation Profes-
sional of the Year by the Florida Department
of Transportation.

Every year, the Florida Department of
Transportation honors one executive member
of the aviation community with the title of Avia-
tion Professional of the Year. The recipient is
selected based on the management and
logistical organization of their airport, as well
as the safety and technological advancements
that take place under their watch.

Mr. Parish earned this award because of the
impressive progress that the Punta Gorda Air-
port has made under his leadership and his
overall contributions to the Charlotte County
community. During his tenure in Punta Gorda,
Mr. Parish elevated the airport from one that
only served the general aviation community to
one that now offers commercial services and
has brought over $200 million dollars into the
local economy while serving over 1 million
customers. Under his guidance, the airport
has modernized and streamlined its safety
protocols while still maintaining a low-cost
business model.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate Mr.
Parish and thank him for all that he has done
for the Punta Gorda community. He is truly
deserving of the Aviation Professional of the
Year award, and | am honored to represent
him in Congress.

————

KATY GYMNAST WINS GOLD AT
JUNIOR OLYMPICS

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Rowan Dumond of Katy, TX, for
winning a gold medal for his floor routine at
the U.S. Men’s Junior Olympic National Cham-
pionship.

| was both Rowan'’s first gold at the Junior
Olympics and his first time competing there.
The 12-year-old competed against 800 of the
top junior gymnasts in the country. When not
training at the gym, Rowan is also a student
at Seven Lakes High School and plays per-
cussion with the band.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Rowan for winning gold at the Junior Olym-
pics. We are very proud of him and look for-
ward to his future success as a gymnast.
We’re excited to have him represent TX-22.
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CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF F. GAVINA & SONS,
INC.

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize F. Gaviha & Sons, Inc., a
coffee company located in my 40th Congres-
sional District of California, in the city of
Vernon. The company, one of America’s larg-
est family-owned coffee companies and the
nation’s largest privately held minority roaster,
celebrates their 50th anniversary in 2017.

The history of this coffee company is a story
about family. Brothers José Maria and Ramon
Gavina left their native Basque region of Spain
in 1870, in search of a better life. They settled
in the fertile mountains of southern Cuba and
planted the seeds of what would become
Gavina Coffee.

Don Francisco Gavifa was born on the fam-
ily coffee estate, Hacienda Buenos Aires. As a
boy, he worked in the fields with his own fa-
ther, watching and learning the secrets of
growing quality coffee. He spent hours upon
hours helping sow the seeds and urging the
little plants to grow.

The family left Cuba in 1959, and arrived in
Los Angeles in 1963, where they put down
roots. The family later leased a 1,100 square
foot building in Vernon and purchased a small
roaster from Bob’s Big Boy restaurant. By
June 1967, when they founded F. Gavina &
Sons, Inc., they were roasting, packing and
selling Café Gavifia Espresso.

In the beginning, they focused on producing
Cuban-style coffee, but eventually expanded
into other coffees that appealed to Middle
Eastern and Vietnamese coffee drinkers.
About 35 years later, Gavina’'s retail brand,
Don Francisco’s Coffee, had become the top
selling coffee in Southern California, behind
Folgers and Maxwell House.

The family began selling their coffee to a
small group of McDonald’s restaurants in
1983. In 2005, Gavina created a stronger
blend that resulted in a double-digit increase
in the chain’s coffee sales.

According to the Los Angeles Times, by
2010, F. Gavina & Sons, Inc. had become a
$114 million business and was roasting 40
million pounds of coffee a year. A fifth of their
revenue was coming from making and pack-
aging private label coffees for McDonald’s, 7-
Eleven, and Costco stores. Gavifa coffee
brands were being sold in 20 states, and in
stores like Ralph’s, Walmart, and Vons /
Safeway.

Don Francisco’s sons, Paco, Pedro, and
José, and his daughter, Leonor Gavina-Valls,
grew up on the plantation and learned about
coffee in the fields. Along with their own chil-
dren, they still personally select beans, cup
samples as they arrive, and oversee the spe-
cialty coffee roasting and production every
day. They do all of this so that their customers
and guests can be ensured a wonderful cup of
coffee every time, from first sip to final drop.

Today, they carry on the dream in their
240,000-square-foot eco-friendly, state-of-the-
art coffee roasting facility, just a few blocks
from their original 1,100 square foot building.
Gaviha Coffee employs more than 250 people,
and services businesses of all sizes—from
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mom and pop shops to multinational accounts.
The company offers four leading U.S. coffee
brands: Gavina Gourmet Coffee, Don Fran-
cisco’s Coffee, Café La Llave Espresso, and
José’s Gourmet Coffee.

In honor of their 50th anniversary, Gavina
Coffee created a special Anniversary Blend
which is roasted in Los Angeles and uses
beans grown on the award-winning Carmen
Estate in Panama by a third generation coffee-
growing family. The Anniversary Blend, which
entered the market on June 19, 2017, comes
in a commemorative tin with a 10-ounce bag
of ground coffee. Flavor notes in the new
blend include caramel, honey, and ripe fruit
with a chocolaty finish.

Fifty years have brought many changes to
the original company, but one thing remains
the same: Members of the Gavina family still
run the day-to-day operations of the company,
with a new generation of Gavinas poised to
continue the pursuit of a great cup of coffee.

Gavina Coffee’s 50th anniversary celebra-
tion includes: the opening of their first brick
and mortar store in downtown Los Angeles,
named Don Francisco’s Coffee, Casa Cubana;
the special anniversary blend; reaching the
goal of 100% zero-waste-to-landfill; a contin-
ued commitment to leaving a greener coffee
footprint through their Direct ImpactTM Initia-
tive, which is based on four core pillars of
dedication to farmers, sustainable sourcing,
environmental sustainability, and social stew-
ardship; continuing to donate coffee to local
shelters and missions; and continuing to sup-
port organizations such as the Komen Race
for the Cure, Avon Walk 39, Children’s Miracle
Network Hospitals (CMNH), EnrichLA and the
International Women’s Coffee Alliance.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to please
join me in raising our coffee cups to the
Gavina family and F. Gavina & Sons, Inc. as
we celebrate their 50 years of success. We
look forward to the next 50 with great anticipa-
tion.

———

TRIBUTE TO SHERRY AND NEAL
HANLEY

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Sherry
and Neal Hanley for being named the 2017
Earlham Freedom Fest King and Queen. This
award is given to a couple that gives back to
the community of Earlham.

Sherry and Neal moved to Earlham in 1976
to raise their children and had them attend
Earlham schools. Since then, the Hanley’s
have served on a number of school projects to
help bolster the community. They were on the
original Freedom Fest committee and love the
parade and how everyone comes together at
the park. Both Sherry and Neal serve with the
Earlham Lion’s Club and with Early Chapel
Christian Church. Neal is also a member of
the American Legion and served as com-
mander and chaplain.

Mr. Speaker, Sherry and Neal's hard work
embodies the lowa spirit and | am honored to
represent them and lowans like them in the
United States Congress. | ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Sherry
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and Neal for receiving this award and in wish-
ing them nothing but continued success.

CELEBRATING THE SALEM
COURTHOUSE COMMUNITY CENTER

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize the Salem Courthouse
Community Center for its outstanding service
to New York’s 21st District.

Founded by a group of dedicated local citi-
zens, the Salem Courthouse Community Cen-
ter provides a place for people of all ages to
come together. Cognizant of its historic loca-
tion in the Old Washington County Court-
house, the Center seeks to preserve our re-
gion’s history while creating opportunities for
individuals to enjoy and strengthen our com-
munity in the present.

In service of this mission, the Center offers
a wide variety of programs that foster artistic
expression and community growth. The Cen-
ter's many facilities, including a community
garden, pottery studio, and public kitchen, host
instructive and enriching programs for both
children and adults. This summer, the Center
has hosted nearly 150 local children in their
Lunch, Learn & Play program which provides
active and educational fun for its participants.

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, | want
to thank the Salem Courthouse Community
Center for its dedication to bringing our com-
munity together. We commend its incredible
service, and look forward to its future endeav-
ors.

HONORING NICHOLAS HROMALIK
HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a dedicated member of my staff,
Nicholas (Nick) Hromalik, who is leaving this
week after serving in many capacities over the
past six years.

Nick graduated from the University of Cali-
fornia, San Diego, in 2009, but he began on
the path of public service even earlier, working
as an intern for Senator DIANNE FEINSTEIN and
then-Mayor of San Francisco Gavin Newsom
while still in college. After graduation, he trav-
eled to Washington to intern for my prede-
cessor in Congress, Lynn Woolsey, and was
soon hired to work for the Green the Capitol
Initiative at the CAOQ. In that role, he helped to
make the operations of the Capitol complex
more sustainable and led outreach efforts to
Member offices. Nick was called home to Cali-
fornia upon that program’s defunding, joining
my team for the first time.

Drawing on his deep Petaluma roots, Nick
built relationships across the North Bay, meet-
ing with community leaders and learning about
local issues. Starting as a volunteer, he ulti-
mately became the field director of my newly-
announced campaign for Congress. On a
break from the campaign, Nick also spent
some time in my Assembly district office in
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San Rafael that year, where he helped con-
stituents with casework, and served as a liai-
son to organized labor and Sonoma County
elected officials.

After my election to Congress in November
2012, Nick returned again to Washington, this
time as one of my first hires in this office.
Since my swearing-in in 2013, Nick has
served California’s second Congressional dis-
trict with distinction, staffing me on issues as
diverse as health care, agriculture, trade, en-
ergy, and education.

In the six years | have had the pleasure of
working with him, Nick has never lost sight of
our mission—to solve problems and make a
positive difference—and he has maintained
deep connections to California that have
served him well in his career. He has cham-
pioned causes that needed a champion, from
special education to clean energy, and he has
maintained his good humor and dedication
throughout.

My family, my staff, and | all wish him and
his fiancée Colleen Kilbride all the best as
they travel to Chicago for the next step in their
careers.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE OPENING OF
THE NEW STONEGATE CHRIS-
TIAN ACADEMY CAMPUS

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and congratulate StoneGate
Christian Academy on the opening of their
new school campus, located in Irving, Texas.

Founded in 1976 as a ministry of the Shady
Grove Church in Grand Prairie, Texas,
StoneGate Christian Academy was built to fos-
ter the educational and spiritual needs of the
prospering communities that made up its con-
gregation.

In 2008, the Academy’s board of directors
faced the tremendous hardship of having to
relocate their campus to two separate build-
ings, neither of which possessed the facilities
to adequately host StoneGate Christian Acad-
emy’s growing student body. By the grace of
God, StoneGate Christian Academy continued
to grow for the next nine years. During this
time, StoneGate leased practice venues for its
sports teams, band, choir, and drama pro-
grams, in order to ensure its students access
to their sports and award-winning fine arts pro-
grams.

In 2014, word began to spread that the
Lakewood Baptist Church in Irving, Texas,
was considering selling its property. After two
years of discussion and prayer, Lakewood
Baptist Church’s board of directors reached a
decision to sell the property to StoneGate
Christian Academy in December of 2016. For
the next seven months, StoneGate worked
tirelessly to raise enough finds to complete the
purchase of its new academy campus, which
includes a schoolyard, auditorium, and gym.
Through the tireless efforts of alumni, stu-
dents, parents, teachers, and staff, StoneGate
Christian Academy now has adequate facilities
to support its growing student body and sus-
tain this growth well into the future.

Today, StoneGate serves as one of the
most affordable private Christian schools in
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North Texas, providing an outstanding edu-
cation to its students and teaching valuable
lessons about community service and civic
duty.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize
StoneGate Christian Academy and congratu-
late them on the opening of their new campus
in Irving, Texas. | ask all my distinguished col-
leagues to join me in congratulating
StoneGate Christian Academy for this monu-
mental achievement.

——

HONORING NEW MILFORD
VILLAGE FAIR DAYS

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of
the annual New Milford Village Fair Days,
sponsored and organized by the New Milford
Chamber of Commerce. Village Fair Days is
the highlight of the summer in New Milford,
and the festival brings thousands of people to-
gether for two days of shopping, eating, and
playing on the town’s village green.

Since its inception in 1967, New Milford Vil-
lage Fair Days has grown to be the largest an-
nual event in New Milford. Bob Hanna, the
Chair of the Fair, planned a special way for
the community to commemorate five decades
of the festival. This year, fairgoers can make
a wish and donate to a local nonprofit of their
choice at the Wishing New Milford Well.

Village Fair Days brings together our com-
munity to enjoy live entertainment and games,
as well as to connect with local businesses
and nonprofit groups. The Kids Fun Run is a
fun part of the fair that helps children join in
the fun and get active. The New Milford Farm-
ers Market also participates in the fair and
helps local farmers meet with thousands of
neighbors. | would like to recognize the volun-
teers who have made Village Fair Days pos-
sible for the past five decades. Volunteers’
love for their town and willingness to dedicate
their time to make this event possible show
the strength of our community in New Milford.

Mr. Speaker, New Milford Village Fair Days
has brought together our neighbors each sum-
mer for five decades. Thanks to the event’s
sponsors, organizers, and volunteers, we can
look forward to the annual event for many
years to come. Therefore, it is fitting and prop-
er that we honor New Milford Village Fair
Days here today.

———

HONORING FALLEN CLINTON
COUNTY SHERIFF’'S DEPUTY

HON. GLENN THOMPSON

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today with a heavy heart as
flags throughout the Commonwealth are low-
ered to half-staff in honor of Clinton County
Sheriff's Deputy Sheriff Stephen Herrold who
died unexpectedly on Thursday, July 20.

Stephen was 30 years old and had served
as a sheriff's deputy for the last year and a
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