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for good in our community for nearly a cen-
tury. We wish them well in the coming years 
and consider our community fortunate to have 
them among us. 

The Quran 7:199 teaches, ‘‘Show Forgive-
ness, Enjoin Kindness, Avoid Ignorance.’’ 
Yehia ‘‘John’’ Shousher has spent his life on 
this earth demonstrating this message through 
word and deed. His legacy is writ large in his 
faith community, his family, the land of his 
birth and our region. 

We celebrate with Yehia as he reaches this 
milestone birthday of his 90th year. We take 
this moment to thank him for all he has done 
for so many in our community, for his leader-
ship, for his efforts to promote mutual under-
standing and tolerance of diverse cultures and 
foster acceptance of our differences. Best 
wishes to both John and Emney as he cele-
brates this special milestone. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
MAJ. CHARLES APPLEBERRY 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the military service of Major 
Charles Appleberry of Flat River, Missouri. 
Major Appleberry was a medical doctor who 
enlisted in the Army on May 26, 1942 and 
served until his discharge on January 29, 
1946. 

As a member of the Army Medical Corps, 
he served in the South Pacific during World 
War II. He saved many lives, but one par-
ticular surgery is recounted in the Chillicothe 
Constitution-Tribune on November 1, 1944. It 
tells of how Dr. Appleberry removed a live 
Japanese 20 millimeter shell from the chest of 
Private Jackie Miles on the island of Leyte in 
The Philippines. The newspaper account ex-
plains how the doughboy clung to life, ‘‘un-
aware that the group of tense medics were 
risking their lives to save him.’’ The article 
states how Major Appleberry firmly grasped 
the shell, removed it and safely lifted it to a 
tray for careful disposal. 

After the war, Dr. Appleberry returned to St. 
Francois County to resume his medical career 
at the Farmington State Hospital and Bonne 
Terre Hospital until his death in 1984. 

Those who knew the doctor join with VFW 
Post No. 5741 in Leadington today to honor 
him for his 55-year career as a physician both 
at home and at war. I join them in recognizing 
Dr. Appleberry today before the United States 
House of Representatives. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WARREN B. ROLAND 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Warren B. 
Roland for his 50 years of service as a Fu-
neral Director in Atlantic, Iowa. Warren was 
recently honored at the 137th Annual Iowa Fu-
neral Directors Association Convention. 

Warren grew up in Atlantic where his father 
was a Funeral Director who served as a Presi-

dent of the Iowa Funeral Directors Associa-
tion. He admired his father’s dedication to his 
profession and to his community, which 
helped influence his decision to pursue a ca-
reer as a funeral director. Warren is a 1966 
graduate of the University of Minnesota and is 
co-owner of Roland Funeral Home in Atlantic. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend and congratulate 
Warren for his many years of dedicated and 
devoted service to Atlantic, Iowa and the sur-
rounding area. Warren and his staff make a 
difference by helping and serving others in a 
time of need. It is with great honor that I rec-
ognize him today. I ask that my colleagues in 
the United States House of Representatives 
join me in congratulating him for his out-
standing service in the funeral industry and in 
wishing him nothing but continued success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, 
during consideration of the National Defense 
Authorization Act of fiscal year 2018 on July 
13, 2017, my good friend and colleague Mr. 
NADLER of New York introduced an amend-
ment to strike section 1022 of the bill prohib-
iting the use of funds for transfer or release of 
individuals detained at Guantanamo Bay to 
the United States. Though I supported the 
amendment, I erroneously casted a NO vote 
(Roll Call Vote No. 359); I intended to vote 
AYE. 

I want to make it clear that I support my col-
league from New York’s amendment and any 
other measure that leads to closing the deten-
tion centers at Guantanamo Bay. Guantanamo 
Bay is a stain on American values of justice 
and due process. Since joining Congress, I 
have signed onto many pieces of legislation to 
close the facility. In a previous defense appro-
priation, I voted for an amendment by Mr. 
NADLER to prohibit funds to be used to ren-
ovate and expand the facility at Guantanamo 
Bay along with supporting an amendment to 
close the detention facility that was introduced 
by Representative Mr. SMITH of Washington. 
Yesterday, I voted for another amendment in-
troduced by Mr. NADLER to close the facility. 

I appreciate the opportunity to clarify my 
record and to reassure my constituents that I 
maintain my opposition to the continuing oper-
ations of the detention centers at Guantanamo 
Bay. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF MR. 
CHARLES WILSON 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize an outstanding individual, Mr. Charles 
E. ‘‘Charlie’’ Wilson, of Carlisle, Kentucky, for 
his distinguished military service during World 
War II. Mr. Wilson, a part of the greatest gen-
eration, served our nation in the United States 
Army. 

Mr. Wilson was just eighteen years old 
when he registered for the draft and became 

a member of the United States Army in 1943, 
where he served until the end of the war. He 
was assigned to the 4th Infantry Division just 
five days before the D-Day invasion of Nor-
mandy. 

After clearing Utah Beach, the 4th Infantry 
Division was sent to liberate Cherbourg. Mr. 
Wilson served as a forward observer, keeping 
the infantry safe. During his second rotation to 
the front, he was injured badly by German 
shells. The injury left him paralyzed for fifteen 
days. To this day, Mr. Wilson suffers from pain 
from this injury. 

Mr. Wilson returned to his unit and became 
a tank driver for the rest of the war. On Au-
gust 25, 1944, Wilson’s 19th birthday, he 
helped liberate the city of Paris. During the 
battle of Hurtgen Forest, Mr. Wilson was in-
jured again. He was found half-buried, uncon-
scious, and bleeding. He was treated and re-
joined the effort. The Army went on to free all 
of France and kept pushing the Germans until 
the war was won. As the end of the war 
neared, in April 1945, Mr. Wilson helped to 
identify the Dachau Concentration Camp, sav-
ing the lives of many Jewish people. 

After the war, Mr. Wilson returned home 
and became an educator. He served as Prin-
cipal of Nicholas County Elementary School. 
He has spoken to numerous school classes 
about his war experiences. 

Mr. Wilson was invited by the French Gov-
ernment to Normandy in 2014 for the 70th An-
niversary of D-Day. He returned in 2015 for 
his third trip to France, where he was awarded 
the Legion of Honor. Mr. Wilson spoke at the 
event and his words are recorded in the 
French archives. 

The bravery of Mr. Wilson and his fellow 
men and women of the United States Army is 
heroic. Because of the courage of individuals 
from Nicholas County and from all across our 
great nation, our freedoms have been saved 
for our generation and for future generations. 
He is truly an outstanding American, a patriot, 
and a hero to us all, 

f 

RUSSIAN ENERGY SECURITY 
THREATS 

HON. DON BACON 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
call attention to the growing national security 
risk to our overseas military facilities posed by 
the Russian Federation. 

For the last three years, we have watched 
with alarm as Putin’s Russia has adopted an 
aggressive and adversarial posture towards 
the U.S. and our allies. Putin armed the so- 
called separatists in eastern Ukraine. He ag-
gressively annexed Crimea. He is intervening 
in the Syrian Civil War on the side of a brutal 
dictator. He blatantly threatens allied nations 
in Europe and close to home we know he 
used cyber weapons to destabilize our demo-
cratic process. Moscow’s hostility to our inter-
ests grows stronger and more apparent by the 
day. 

The military dimension of Russia’s strategy 
is obvious and you can see it covered in the 
nightly news. What is less obvious however is 
the non-military aspect of Russia’s national 
strategy. Today one of the most serious 
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threats to our European allies—and our mili-
tary installation in Europe—is Russia’s corner 
on natural gas and oil. Putin constantly threat-
ens to use these resources as means to exer-
cise political and economic control on those 
who heavily rely on Russian fuels as their pri-
mary source of energy. 

It is for these reasons that I was proud to 
join my friend and colleague from South Caro-
lina, Representative JOE WILSON, in shining a 
light on this threat in the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee report to accompany the 2018 
National Defense Authorization Act. 

Just as we focus on the risk to our forward- 
based troops, aircraft and ships, we must not 
overlook the risk to the installations from 
which they operate. The energy we rely on to 
power these facilities supports our troops, their 
families, and their vital mission. 

As a matter of strategy, our military installa-
tions overseas require secure and reliable 
sources of energy. Today in Europe—particu-
larly in Germany—our military facilities receive 
furnished heat and other utilities from commer-
cial or private power stations. In many cases, 
these energy facilities are fueled by German 
natural gas distribution systems which are 
heavily supplied with natural gas from the 
Russian Federation. 

Our growing exposure to Russia’s ability to 
disrupt our energy supply lines is clearly seen 
in our network of military installations in Ger-
many. I wish to call attention to one such facil-
ity: the U.S. Army’s future medical complex at 
Rhine Ordnance Barracks, nearby Ramstein 
Air Base where I was the installation com-
mander. At an authorized cost of nearly $1 bil-
lion, this vital new facility will replace the 
Landstuhl Army Regional Medical Center and 
serve the combat needs and family require-
ments of military personnel on three con-
tinents. 

Mr. Speaker, I am gravely concerned that 
our current energy supply strategy will actually 
increase our exposure to harmful Russian in-
fluence over time. Under no circumstances 
should we construct and operate critical mili-
tary installations overseas where the only 
source of energy comes from Russia. We 
must take immediate and deliberate steps to 
adopt a strategy of energy resilience through 
mixed-fuel diversification such that not one 
single source—such as Russian Federation 
gas—should serve as a primary supply of en-
ergy. 

It would be financially irresponsible and stra-
tegically reckless to appropriate nearly $1 bil-
lion for a state-of-the art military medical cen-
ter to serve our troops and families overseas, 
only to have the design of the new facility 
compromise the very reason it exists by rely-
ing on the Russian Federation to supply nat-
ural gas as the primary fuel source. There are 
local mixed-fuel energy supply options readily 
available and it would be inexcusable not to 
make them part of the design of this project. 
This is good strategy, good economics and 
just plain common sense. 

We simply cannot allow ourselves to be put 
in a situation where Russia has the ability to 
cut off energy to our forward bases, especially 
when we could have averted this tragic vulner-
ability ahead of time. 

The seriousness of the Russian energy 
threat to our overseas military installations is 
addressed in the 2018 House Armed Services 
NDAA report which directs the Secretary of 
Defense to make a comprehensive evaluation 

of these risks and report his findings and rec-
ommendations. I am pleased to see my col-
leagues in the House Appropriations Com-
mittee also took up this issue with similar lan-
guage in the Military Construction Appropria-
tions and Defense Appropriations bills that 
passed the House. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House and Senate—and especially all Mem-
bers of the Armed Services and Appropria-
tions Committees—to join me in exercising ag-
gressive oversight of this real and serious 
threat to our national security. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JEB HENSARLING 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, I inadvert-
ently voted YES on Roll Call Vote 433 and 
would like to have it reflected that I meant to 
vote no. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE HOUSING 
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2017 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing alongside Rep. DENNIS ROSS of Flor-
ida, the Housing Accountability Act of 2017 to 
hold property owners of low-income housing 
accountable for poor living conditions. 

This legislation would require the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) to survey tenants living in subsidized 
housing twice a year about property conditions 
and management performance and create 
new penalties for property owners who repeat-
edly fail the tenant surveys. 

The Housing Accountability Act comes in 
the wake of recent local and federal investiga-
tions that found deplorable living conditions at 
several federally subsidized-housing properties 
owned by Global Ministries Foundation (GMF) 
in Memphis, Tennessee and Jacksonville, 
Florida. 

For too long, property managers like Global 
Ministries have taken advantage of HUD’s lack 
of effective oversight and over dependence on 
often unreliable third-party property inspec-
tions, and as a result continue to force our na-
tion’s most vulnerable to live in squalor with 
impunity. 

This bill seeks to put an end to these mal-
practices, hold federally-subsidized property 
managers to account, and provide HUD the 
necessary authority and directive to ensure 
that public housing units are suitable homes 
for all families, children, and hardworking 
Americans. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle to support this bipartisan, bicameral leg-
islation and do right by the American public. 

RECOGNITION OF MINNESOTA 
STATE CAPITOL GRAND REOPEN-
ING 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and celebrate the grand reopening of 
the Minnesota State Capitol after nearly four 
years of renovation. 

Designed by renowned architect Cass Gil-
bert and inspired by the 1893 Chicago World’s 
Fair’s White City, an Italian Renaissance city- 
sized exhibit, the Minnesota State Capitol was 
celebrated as one of America’s finest state 
houses when it opened in 1905. 

Now, after nearly 30 years of planning and 
study, this great building has been reborn 
through renovation, restoration, and enhance-
ments, including technological improvements. 
The renovation extends the usable lifespan of 
the State Capitol by at least another century. 

The amount of public space has doubled to 
nearly 40,000 square feet, brand new public 
meeting rooms line the halls, the public will 
have more access and seating in hearing 
rooms, and a new information center for stu-
dents and educators will enrich school visits. 
In addition, the renovation has made the State 
Capitol more accessible to all Minnesotans, 
especially those with disabilities. 

When the State Capitol open its doors to 
Minnesotans this summer, the citizens of my 
home state will be able tour expanded public 
spaces, marvel at restored art and craftsman-
ship, and more effectively participate in our 
legislative process. 

Thank you to all the workers for the hours 
of planning, design, building, and polishing our 
State Capitol back to its original grandeur. 
Congratulations to everyone involved. 

f 

JOHN MILLER RETIRES FROM THE 
UNITED STATES FOREST SERVICE 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the outstanding career of John Miller, 
who will retire from his position as the U.S. 
Forest Service Public Affairs Officer for the 
San Bernardino National Forest on July 31, 
2017. 

My office has had the pleasure of working 
with John over the past four and a half years. 
On numerous occasions, John demonstrated a 
willingness to go above and beyond to serve 
my constituents and forest visitors. He has re-
peatedly shown his dedication to the Forest 
Service’s mission and has been instrumental 
in balancing multiple and sometimes com-
peting uses of the most heavily urbanized for-
est in the nation. 

In addition to his work as a public affairs of-
ficer, John was the Public Information Officer 
for a Federal Interagency Management Team 
and served on the U.S. Forest Service Honor 
Guard. John is a true professional in every 
sense of the word, and I wish him the best of 
luck as he embarks on a new chapter in his 
life. 
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