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minds with the ability to adapt to adversity. As
current Principal Matthew Monson leads the
school onward, Ms. Jester's philosophy is
clearer than ever: education is “always believ-
ing in, and always nurturing the mind, body
and soul, no matter the hindrances.”

On behalf of Alabama’s 7th Congressional
District, and the nation, | ask my colleagues to
join me in recognizing LAMP High School in
Montgomery, Alabama for demonstrating the
pinnacle of public education in the face of ad-
versity.

HONORING BRIAN ROSS LUCAS

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Brian Ross Lucas.
Brian is a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 222, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Brian has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Brian has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Brian
has contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Brian completed a land-
scaping project around a sign he also erected
for Eagleville United Methodist Church in
Eagleville, Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Brian Ross Lucas for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 2017
GRADUATING CLASS OF THE
DODIE LONDEN EXCELLENCE IN
PUBLIC SERVICE SERIES

HON. DAVID SCHWEIKERT

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of the graduating class of
the 2017 Dodie Londen Excellence in Public
Service Series. Brandy Wells, Cindy Casaus,
Debi Vandenboom, Farhana Ahmed, Jeni
White, Kristen Desmangles, Lauren Pem-
berton, Lisa Godzich, Dr. Shadow Asgari,
Simone Hall, ViciLee Jacobs, Bernadette
Coggins and Yvonne Cahill have all distin-
guished themselves as impactful leaders in
our community.

———

HONORING NAFCU NEWEST BOARD
MEMBER

HON. SCOTT TAYLOR

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Brian Schools on his recent se-
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lection to the Board of Directors at the Na-
tional Association of Federally-Insured Credit
Unions, NAFCU.

Mr. Schools has been President and CEO
of Chartway Federal Credit Union in Virginia
Beach since 2015. Mr. Schools joined
Chartway Federal Credit Union in 2008 and
served as vice president of lending, corporate
strategy officer, and corporate divisional presi-
dent, until he assumed his current role.

Mr. Schools has more than 20 years of
business leadership experience and holds a
Bachelor of Science in Finance from Virginia
Tech and a Master of Business Administration
from Virginia Commonwealth University. He
has also served as a Board member of
Chartway’s We Promise Foundation, which
provides financial support to make dreams
and wishes come to life for children facing
medical challenges.

He is known at his credit union as a highly
capable leader who has the experience, the
determination, and the drive to position
Chartway for the opportunities and challenges
ahead. Mr. Schools’ business experience and
leadership will bring a tremendous amount of
expertise to the NAFCU Board.

I wish Mr. Schools the best of luck in his
new role on the NAFCU Board, and look for-
ward to working with him in this capacity. | ask
that my colleagues join me today in congratu-
lating Brian Schools on this achievement.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE VILLAGE OF
PENTWATER

HON. BILL HUIZENGA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the village of Pentwater, Michigan
on the occasion of its 150th Anniversary.

On March 16, 1867, the former settlement
of Pentwater was officially incorporated as a
village by the Michigan Legislature. The Vic-
torian homes and cottages scattered around
the village remind visitors of Pentwater’s his-
toric past. Its first sawmill—opened in 1867—
turned into a booming lumbering industry, in-
cluding the largest shingle mill in the United
States. As we look back at Pentwater’s his-
toric past, we hope to preserve that which has
made it special.

From early on, Pentwater was known as a
scenic resort destination. Today, with its pic-
turesque location on Lake Michigan,
Pentwater offers countless options for recre-
ation and entertainment. Charles Mears State
Park provides visitors the opportunity to hike,
fish, sail and enjoy all that Lake Michigan has
to offer.

Mr. Speaker, | encourage my colleagues to
join me in celebrating the 150th Anniversary of
the village of Pentwater, Michigan.

———

TRIBUTE TO DAN MATHEWS
HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dan Mathews and thank him for his
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years of dedicated service to Congress and
the American taxpayers. Dan has worked on
the Hill for over 20 years, and, he has been
a fixture on the staff of the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure as the Re-
publican Staff Director of the Subcommittee on
Economic Development, Public Buildings, and
Emergency Management for the last 14 years.
The Subcommittee has a wide area of jurisdic-
tion covering federal buildings and court-
houses, the General Services Administration,
and GSA leases and capital projects, the
Smithsonian, the Kennedy Center, the Na-
tional Gallery of Art, and numerous other fed-
eral facilities. In addition, Dan also staffed the
Select Bipartisan Committee to Investigate the
Preparedness for and the Response to Hurri-
cane Katrina in 2006. He was one of the pri-
mary authors of the Committee’s investigative
report, “A Failure of Initiative,” which led to
the successful enactment of the Post-Katrina
Emergency Management Reform Act, and
later the establishment of the National Pre-
paredness System and the Sandy Recovery
Improvement Act.

In his time with the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, Dan has had a lead-
ing role in the enactment of major pieces of
legislation related to public buildings and
emergency management. Most notably, during
his tenure, he has overseen the passage and
the initial implementation of the Federal As-
sets Sale and Transfer Act (FASTA), which
will shrink the size of government and help en-
sure savings by selling or redeveloping high
value properties, consolidating federal space,
and streamlining the disposal of unneeded as-
sets; the Post-Katrina Emergency Manage-
ment Reform Act, which gave FEMA clear
guidance on its mission and priorities, and
provided the legislative authorities needed to
better partner with state, local, tribal, and terri-
torial governments before, during, and after
disasters; and the Sandy Recovery Improve-
ment Act, which was the most significant legis-
lative change to the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency’s (FEMA) substantive au-
thorities since the enactment of the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act of 1974.

Dan has also worked tirelessly to save tax-
payer money by reducing the cost of federal
real estate, reducing waste in the federal
courthouse construction program, coordinating
efforts by agencies to reduce leasing costs
through space reductions and consolidations,
and pushing GSA to negotiate the best lease
deals for the taxpayer. It comes as no surprise
given his experience and efforts, that the Ad-
ministration has appointed him Commissioner
of GSA’s Public Buildings Service. | am con-
fident in that role, Dan will continue the impor-
tant work of ensuring GSA and other federal
agencies continue to reduce costs and make
smarter decisions in federal real estate to ben-
efit the taxpayer.

In his spare time, Dan enjoys spending time
with his family, his wife Lara and their two
daughters, traveling, doing yoga, and rock
climbing. Mr. Speaker, please join me in ac-
knowledging Dan’s achievements during his
tenure here in the House of Representatives
and in wishing Dan the best of luck with new
endeavors.
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RECOGNIZING THE 200TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AUBURN CORREC-
TIONAL FACILITY

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 200th Anniversary of the Auburn
Correctional Facility in Auburn, NY.

The Auburn Correctional Facility has served
Central New York diligently and without fail—
never ceasing to operate 24 hours a day for
seven days a week—for 200 years. The Au-
burn Correctional Facility has been an eco-
nomic driver in Auburn and Central New York,
creating jobs and boosting the local economy
over the past two centuries.

| commend the New York State Department
of Corrections and Community Supervision for
keeping the Auburn Correctional Facility oper-
ational for the last 200 years, and | wish the
Auburn Correctional Facility continued success
in the years to come.

———

FEDERAL COURT DECISION ON
THE PRESIDENTIAL ADVISORY
COMMISSION ON ELECTION IN-
TEGRITY

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to express deep concern about the
recent Federal Court decision on the Trump
Administration’s Presidential Advisor Commis-
sion on Election Integrity. The partisan com-
mission led by Vice President PENCE and Kan-
sas Secretary of State Kris Kobach sparked
controversy on June 28th when they re-
quested the names, date of birth, party reg-
istrations, partial Social Security numbers, and
voting history of more than 150 million reg-
istered voters across America.

Immediately following this request, voting
rights groups and civil liberty activists chal-
lenged the Commission on Election Integrity in
Federal Court. Earlier this week, a D.C. fed-
eral judge ruled that the White House is ex-
empt from federal privacy review require-
ments, permitting the Trump Administration’s
commission to move forward with collecting
voters’ personal information throughout the
country. This decision is a setback to democ-
racy, because it legitimizes the voter suppres-
sion efforts of this commission.

The creation of the Commission on Election
Integrity is based on an inaccurate claim by
President Trump that he would have “won the
popular vote if you deduct the millions of peo-
ple who voted illegally.” It is also upsetting
that the commission is using tax payer money
to promote this false narrative.

Fortunately, the D.C. Federal Court’'s deci-
sion will not be the final ruling on the legit-
imacy of the Presidential Advisory Commis-
sion on Election Integrity. Many other groups,
including the NAACP Legal Defense Fund,
have filed lawsuits in federal courts across the
country to challenge the commission’s efforts.
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With the seemingly constant attacks on vot-
ing rights, it is easy to become discouraged
and disengaged. | challenge every American
to draw inspiration from the foot soldiers of the
Civil Rights and Voting Rights Movement who
risked their lives in the pursuit of unfettered
access to the ballot. As old battles become
new again, we must re-double our efforts to
ensure equal access to the voting booth. That
is why | proposed H.R. 2978—The Voting
Rights Advancement Act of 2017. By restoring
the full protection of the Voting Rights Act of
1965, we can address the problem of voter
discrimination and help ensure all Americans,
regardless of race and economic status, are
able to exercise their right to vote.

———

HONORING TALENT IN GEORGIA’S
FILM INDUSTRY

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to highlight the success and bright
future of the film industry in my home state of
Georgia.

When Americans ventured out to see fea-
ture films like Spiderman: Homecoming and
Guardians of the Galaxy Volume 2 they
watched movies that were shot 50 miles south
of my home in Gainesville. Ten years ago, no
one could imagine big ticket films such as
these being produced here. But today, Geor-
gia’s film industry yields an economic impact
of over $7 billion.

The need for Georgians to keep up with the
pace of this industry’s growth is crucial. There-
fore, | want to take the time to commend the
efforts that my northeast Georgia friends have
taken to educate and inspire our youngest
generation to get involved in film production.

Recently, the Hall County Library System
hosted a film school that offered free classes
to young students. There, students were
taught how to draft their own movie scripts,
shoot videos at different angles, and edit them
in order to provide viewers with the best expe-
rience.

Additionally, | want to recognize Opal Little-
ton, a star on the rise from Dahlonega. She
was recently cast as the role of young Char-
lotte Byrde on the show Ozark and is working
with Clint Eastwood on his film, 15:17 to Paris.

The future of Georgia’s film industry is being
paved by the talent of these young Georgians
and the support that their loved ones give to
them. | am excited to watch them grow and
take on their own roles in the success of
Georgia’s film industry.

HONORING DR. JOSEPH V. ERARDI,
JR.

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Dr. Joseph Erardi, Jr. upon
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his retirement as the Superintendent of
Schools in Newtown, Connecticut. Dr. Erardi is
a distinguished educator and administrator,
and his legacy of fighting for Connecticut’s
students will inspire the next generation of
public servants.

Dr. Erardi has long been active in education
in our state. He completed his undergraduate
and Master's degrees at Central Connecticut
State University before earning his Doctorate
in Educational Leadership from the University
of Hartford. Before joining the Newtown Public
Schools, Joe worked in school administration
at Rockville High, Killingly High, and Man-
chester Public Schools. He then worked as
Superintendent at the Southington, Watertown,
and Bolton school districts in Connecticut be-
fore joining Newtown as Superintendent in
2014.

Joe’s leadership has been vital to support
our local schools during a challenging time for
our state and local governments. In November
2016, the Connecticut Boards of Education
and Connecticut Association of Public School
Superintendents named Dr. Erardi as the Su-
perintendent of the Year for 2017 in recogni-
tion of his dedication to students, teachers,
and his district. What's more, in spite of his
demanding work at Newtown Public Schools,
Joe found the time to teach at Central Con-
necticut State University and to share his ex-
perience with the next generation of edu-
cators.

On a personal note, | want to honor my
friend Joe. He is a true educator, mentor, and
citizen servant. Joe, we’ll miss you—but know
that your service stands as a benchmark for
all of us who care about education and about
our communities. | extend him my best wishes
for an enjoyable retirement with his wife, Sue,
and children, Joe and Chelsea.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Joseph Erardi dedicated
his career in public service to improving our
public schools and ensuring Connecticut’s stu-
dents receive a quality education. Therefore, it
is fitting and proper that we honor him here
today.

TRIBUTE TO JERRY NURNBERG
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Jerry
Nurnberg for his many years of service to the
Creston Volunteer Fire Department. After serv-
ing admirably for 45 years, Jerry has decided
it's time to hang up his boots.

Jerry joined the Creston Fire Department in
1972. Not only did he work calls for fires, but
in the beginning, the volunteers also re-
sponded to ambulance calls. He has had ex-
perience with everything from house fires to
train wrecks and has been the treasurer for
the volunteer fire fighters for most of his ten-
ure.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor representing
Jerry in the United States Congress. | ask that
my colleagues in the United States House of
Representatives join me in commending him
for his outstanding service to the city of
Creston and in wishing him nothing but the
best in his retirement.
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