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today as ‘“voltage scaling,” which significantly
increased the battery life of portable commu-
nication devices;

Kenneth M. Ford, co-founder and CEO of
the Florida Institute for Human and Machine
Cognition, in Pensacola and Ocala, for his pio-
neering work in artificial intelligence and
human-centered computing, and for his signifi-
cant contributions to the United States and
Florida’s technology and research commu-
nities;

Phillip Frost, physician, inventor, and current
CEO of OPKO Health in Miami, who invented
a revolutionary disposable punch biopsy tool,
as well as various therapeutic methods for
treating psoriasis, heart and respiratory dis-
eases;

Richard D. Gitlin, State of Florida 21st Cen-
tury World Class Scholar and Distinguished
University Professor at the University of South
Florida in Tampa, for development of the origi-
nal digital subscriber line (DSL) and his subse-
quent inventive research and development in
digital communications, broadband networking,
and wireless systems that transformed com-
munication technology;

Thomas H. Maren, (1918-1999), physician,
Graduate Research Professor at the University
of Florida (UF) in Gainesville, and charter
member of the UF College of Medicine faculty,
who made underlying discoveries that resulted
in the invention and commercialization of
Trusopt®, the first topical treatment for glau-
coma; and

T. Dwayne McCay and Mary Helen McCay.
Dwayne McCay, President of the Florida Insti-
tute of Technology (FIT) in Melbourne, and
Mary Helen McCay, whose novel approaches
in the area of metallurgical engineering, spe-
cific to laser-induced surface improvement
(LISI), have greatly contributed to increased
patient safety and improved medical outcomes
in facilities nationwide.

Innovation and invention are the building
blocks of our nation. | applaud these highly
accomplished individuals and the organiza-
tions that support them in their quest to
change the world in ways that truly benefit hu-
manity. Furthermore, it is because of the per-
severance of these inventors that future gen-
erations are encouraged to reach beyond their
limits and push the boundaries of innovation.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF BELFRY HIGH
SCHOOL FOOTBALL COACH PHIL-
IP HAYWOOD, FOR BEING NAMED
COACH OF THE YEAR BY THE
NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL ATH-
LETIC COACHES ASSOCIATION
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Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, it is
my pleasure to rise today in recognition of the
outstanding achievements of one of my con-
stituents, the Head Football Coach of Belfry
High School, Mr. Philip Haywood. Unparalleled
among his peers, Coach Haywood was re-
cently named Coach of the Year by the Na-
tional High School Athletic Coaches Associa-
tion. A native of Prestonsburg, he has
coached Eastern Kentuckians for more than
40 years, and is the winningest coach in Ken-
tucky history with a record of 417 wins and
only 130 losses.
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Clearly, this is not the first major award
Coach Haywood has received—far from it. In
2013, Coach Haywood was named USA To-
day’s National Coach of the Year, an award
voted on by fans, and a clear indication of
how beloved he is by those who know and ap-
preciate football, both inside the Common-
wealth and beyond it. In 2014, he received the
Blanton Collier School Coach of the Year
award, an honor reserved for only the best
coaches in Kentucky. In 2016, he was in-
ducted into the Kentucky High School Coach-
es Hall of Fame. To the surprise of no one,
Coach Haywood has been named the Courier-
Journal Coach of the Year five different times.
His successes are many, and his impact far-
reaching.

Accolades aside, what truly separates
Coach Haywood from the rest of the field is
his dedication to “Faith, Family, and Football,”
the title of a book he recently authored that
speaks to the eternal. Coach Haywood has
been a longtime youth leader and choir direc-
tor in his local church, and has served as a
Fellowship of Christian Athletes Huddle leader
at Belfry for over 30 years. As a coach and
mentor, he has taught his student-athletes the
value of self-discipline, to overcome defeat, to
be gracious in victory, and to persevere
through every test. He has mentored hundreds
of students, guiding them along the straight
and narrow path. An exemplary model of suc-
cess and virtue, | thank Coach Haywood for
his many years of service to the Fifth District.
His efforts, past and present, are much appre-
ciated.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF MOISES VICENTE VELA,
SR.
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Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor the
memory of Moises Vicente Vela, Sr., beloved
patriarch of one of the most prominent and
loved families of the Rio Grande Valley, who
passed away on June 11, 2017.

Judge Vela, or “Moe,” as he was known to
friends and family, was born and raised in
Harlingen, Texas. Judge Vela returned to his
hometown following his graduation from St.
Mary’s University School of Law in San Anto-
nio. He later served as a municipal court judge
in Harlingen and was one of the first Hispanics
to serve as Cameron County judge.

Beloved by his community, Judge Vela was
dedicated to improving the lives of those
around him. From his involvement with the
Boys and Girls Club of Harlingen, Lions Club,
Jaycees, and the Vietnam War Selective Serv-
ice Draft Board to his contributions as a
former Chairman of the Board of Regents of
Pan American University (UTRGV), Judge
Vela deeply cared about creating a more pros-
perous future for residents of the Rio Grande
Valley.

In spite of his 50 plus years of service to his
community, Judge Vela considered his wife,
five children, 10 grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren his greatest accomplishment.
He will be remembered as a kind and gen-
erous man, whose legacy will forever live on
in South Texas.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today to honor Judge Vela for his lifetime of
service to our community. The Rio Grande
Valley has lost one of its finest, and his ab-
sence will be felt for a long time to come.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE AMERICAN
OPPORTUNITY CARBON FEE ACT
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, this ad-
ministration has made attacking the environ-
ment and rolling back progress we've made
fighting climate change one of its top priorities.
The most recent example is the U.S. with-
drawal from the Paris climate agreement.
They're taking us backwards. Future genera-
tions will shoulder the devastation of increased
temperatures, rising sea levels, and environ-
mental degradation.

We can’t deny modern science. Human ac-
tivities, including the burning of fossil fuels, are
contributing to climate change. The United
States is a major contributor to global carbon
pollution and shows little sign of stopping. We
have a moral responsibility to reverse this
trend and place sensible limits on emissions.

In the absence of leadership from the White
House, Congress must step up. That's why
this week, my colleague Representative DAVID
CICILLINE and | are joining our colleagues,
Senators SHELDON WHITEHOUSE and BRIAN
SCHATZ, in introducing legislation to finally put
a clear price on carbon pollution and begin to
drastically lower our emissions.

The American Opportunity Carbon Fee Act
would place a $49 fee on every metric ton of
carbon emissions starting in 2018. This fee
would increase every year to ensure that pol-
luters pay their fair share. It also levels the
playing field by pricing dirty energy accu-
rately—so clean energy can better compete.
To ensure that the American people aren’t
hurt by this price on carbon, part of the fee
would be returned to the public every year as
a refundable tax credit. Additional funds would
be used to help vulnerable communities who
might be impacted by higher heating and elec-
tricity bills.

Putting a price on emissions is a crucial ele-
ment of our transition to a low carbon future,
helping us not just stave off the worst impacts
of climate change, but also grow the “clean
economy,” create jobs, and save money.

Reducing the amount of carbon that we put
into the air is just one part of the fight against
climate change. When paired with investments
in public transit, affordable housing, and clean
energy jobs, particularly in those communities
most impacted by climate change, this bill can
kick-start much needed climate action.

| am under no illusion that this bill will move
to the floor as is, but this is an important step
to engaging in a bipartisan, bicameral discus-
sion on how to best put a price on carbon. It's
time to wake up, and | urge my colleagues to
join us in finally taking meaningful Congres-
sional action to address climate change.
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Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Sergeant First Class Edward “Grady”
Halcomb and his brave and selfless acts while
serving as a medic for Company B, 1st Bat-
talion of the 29th Infantry Division in the
United States Army during the Korean War.
Sergeant First Class Halcomb passed away
on July 2, 2017.

A veteran of 20 years of service, Sergeant
First Class Halcomb’s strength and care for
his fellow soldiers during the war was truly ex-
emplary. At only 19 years old, he endured and
witnessed unspeakable horrors that no one
should ever have to experience. No matter
how dangerous or grim the circumstances, he
never gave up hope on his fellow soldiers, his
country or himself.

His company was outnumbered by North
Korean troops, depleted of all ammo, and cap-
tured. One of only 11 men left after battle,
then-Private First Class Halcomb was forced
to walk the 120-mile Seoul Death March to
Pyongyang, North Korea, where he and more
than 300 American troops were held as pris-
oners of war (POWs).

As numerous soldiers were dying daily from
malnutrition and medical issues, Private First
Class Halcomb risked his life day-after-day to
protect and save his fellow soldiers by helping
to negotiate food and medicine for them.

After 85 torturous and terrifying days of
being POWSs, Private First Class Halcomb and
four other soldiers miraculously escaped and
were rescued, only days before the rest of the
prisoners were brutally murdered.

Sergeant First Class Grady Halcomb’s valor,
sacrifice and service to this country commu-
nicate an incredible testimony of a man who
put his life on the line for America and its peo-
ple. Because of him, and soldiers like him, we
are able to enjoy the benefits of living in the
greatest nation on Earth.

Although we owe more to Sergeant First
Class Halcomb than we can never truly repay,
one of my greatest honors and joys of being
a Member of Congress was presenting him
with the Distinguished Service Cross, for
which he so richly deserved and humbly ac-
cepted after never seeking any recognition or
glory for his heroic actions.

Not only was Sergeant First Class Halcomb
a tremendous soldier, he was also an excep-
tional representation of the Polk County com-
munities that | am honored to represent. Hav-
ing the opportunity to meet him and his family
is a treasure | will forever hold close to my
heart.

The depth of appreciation, respect and ad-
miration | have for Sergeant First Class
Halcomb and his fellow soldiers is immeas-
urable. He will be dearly missed.

Let us never forget or take for granted the
selfless and courageous acts by Sergeant
First Class Halcomb and our service members
to protect us and our freedoms every single
day. May God bless them all, and may God
bless the United States of America.
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Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the leadership and contributions of
Lee Bealuk, of the Third Congressional District
of New Jersey, specifically all that he has
done for the Township of Medford. Lee has
served in a leadership capacity with Boy Scout
Troop No. 20 of Medford for over 50 years,
currently serving as Scoutmaster Emeritus and
mentor to scouts who are working towards at-
taining the rank of Eagle Scout.

Lee has mentored 84 young men from
Troop No. 20 who have achieved this rank,
the highest within the Boy Scouts of America
organization. Lee’s accomplishments with
Troop No. 20’s Eagle Scouts are astonishing
given that less than 5 percent of youth who
participate in Boy Scouts achieve this rank. As
a component of the Eagle Scout process, the
candidate must develop, coordinate, and im-
plement a community service project and with
84 Scouts earning this rank, the Township of
Medford as well as many other local facilities,
have been the beneficiaries of the projects un-
dertaken by the Eagle Scout candidates.

Lee serves as the liaison between each
Eagle Scout and the entities where the
projects are conducted and his diligence in en-
suring that all the logistics have been ad-
dressed is an excellent example to the Scout,
while imparting other Boy Scout ideals includ-
ing responsibility, community involvement, and
civic duty. Lee’s leadership skills and dedica-
tion are an asset to the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica Troop No. 20, his community, his family,
and his friends.

Mr. Speaker, the people of New Jersey’s
Third Congressional District are tremendously
honored to have Mr. Lee Bealuk as a selfless
and devoted member of their community who
has made a tremendous impact on our future
generations of leaders. It is my honor to rec-
ognize his outstanding achievements and
untiring dedication in mentoring the young
men and fellow Scoutmasters who participate
with Troop No. 20, especially those who com-
mit to attaining the rank of Eagle Scout, and
thank him for all that he has done, before the
United State House of Representatives.

—

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CAREER
OF TOM BEEDE

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI
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Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, today | stand to
recognize Mr. Tom Beede’s illustrious and
successful career as President, CFO, and
CEO of MetroList Services, Inc. On the occa-
sion of his retirement, | ask all my colleagues
to join me in honoring Mr. Beede and his out-
standing career at MetroList.

Mr. Beede has served more than thirty-two
years with MetroList and more than forty years
in the MLS industry. Before his time with
MetroList, he was an Account Manager for
PRC Realty where he created the first MLS
computer system for the Sacramento, El Do-
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rado, and Placer Associations of Realtors. He
was eventually hired by MetroList to help man-
age, build, and lead it as the first MLS com-
pany in the United States to own and operate
its own MLS computer system.

In large part due to Mr. Beede’s hard work
and visionary leadership, MetroList became an
organization with a culture of unparalleled cus-
tomer service, subscriber value, and high level
data integrity. His success can be attributed to
his ability to bring the best products and serv-
ices to MetroList’s customers, and to his com-
mitment to forming regional relationships and
finding new, cost-effective ways to share MLS
data.

Mr. Speaker, it gives me nothing but pride
to stand and honor Mr. Tom Beede today and
wish him the best of luck in retirement. | ask
all of my colleagues to join me in paying trib-
ute to Mr. Beede and his outstanding service
to the Sacramento region.

———
RECOGNIZING ELLEN
SCHLECHTER, 2017 NFIB YOUNG

ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR
FINALIST
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Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Ellen Schlechter, a South Dakotan
and recipient of the 2017 National Federation
of Independent Business Young Entrepreneur
Award.

A resident of Orient, South Dakota, Ellen is
the founder and owner of the Calving Book
App. Being a South Dakota farmer and ranch-
er myself, | understand the onerous nature of
calving season. Any effort to make this time of
year more manageable should be pursued.
Ellen’s app makes it simple and convenient to
keep, search, and share your operation’s
calving records on a phone, tablet, or com-
puter. Data on breeding, preg-checking, and
weaning can also be recorded. This might just
be the next generation of ranch management.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in recognizing a fellow South Dakotan,
Ellen Schlechter, for her bold, innovative steps
as a young entrepreneur. | can’t wait to see
where this app goes next.

——————

HONORING CHIEF ALONZO MO-
RALES, TEXAS’ FIREFIGHTER OF
THE YEAR

HON. FILEMON VELA
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Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Chief Alonzo Morales, Texas Firefighter
of the Year.

Chief Morales began working with the
Goliad Volunteer Fire Department when he
was eighteen years old. He has been with the
department for 37 years, serving for the past
27 years as its Fire Chief.

In addition to his role with the Volunteer Fire
Department, Morales is County Commissioner
for Precinct Two, a post he has held since
2010.
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