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has been producing almost 500,000 grenade
body assemblies annually on average to sup-
port our warfighters.

On the occasion of this milestone, | am
proud to recognize the dedicated, hardworking
employees of AOT and their achievements so
far. These Tennesseans are working hard to
ensure our men and women in uniform have
the resources they need to carry out their mis-
sions effectively, and they deserve our sincere
appreciation.

RECOGNIZING THE FREEPORT
BOYS TRACK AND FIELD TEAM
FOR THEIR CLASS 2A STATE
TITLE

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2017

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Freeport High School Boys
Track and Field team for earning the Class 2A
lllinois State Championship.

The Freeport Boys Track and Field team
scored 37 points and defeated over seventy
other teams to win the title. Their dedication
and passion for their sport meant that they
were determined to win gold. As a former ath-
lete, | understand the amount of hard work
and commitment to be awarded such a title.
The Freeport Track and Field team is an ex-
ample of the importance of dedication and a
strong work ethic. | am proud there is such
young talent in our community, and to see
them represent Freeport throughout the state.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to again formally
congratulate the Freeport Boys Track and
Field team on their title, and | join the rest of
the community in wishing them every success
in the future.

——
IN RECOGNITION OF 26TH CON-
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT ATH-

LETIC TEAMS

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2017

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize recent athletic victories within my
district. | am proud to announce that Krum
High School Softball has claimed the title of
state champions this spring.

The Krum High School softball team made
its first appearance in a state championship
this season, led by Coach Bryan Chaney. The
Krum High School softball team put forth a
great effort throughout its 4A state title run.
Junior pitcher and championship game MVP,
Krum’s Tristan Bridges, led Krum’s softball
team in a narrow victory. This display of suc-
cess has set a winning precedent for future
teams in the 26th District of Texas.

It is my honor to represent the Krum High
School in the U.S. House of Representatives.
These dedicated student athletes and their
coaches have represented the 26th District
well, and our community looks forward to
more successful seasons to come.
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RUSSIAN HACKING AND THE NEED
FOR TRANSPARENCY

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 20, 2017

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
governmental transparency is a cornerstone of
our democracy, and the American people de-
serve nothing less than the full disclosure of
the Trump campaign’s Russian contacts. It
seems like every week, we find out more infor-
mation about meetings between Russian con-
tacts and individuals within President Trump’s
inner circle. Advisors in President Trump’s
White House have been forced to revise appli-
cations for security clearance because of re-
peated failures to report meetings with officials
connected to the Kremlin.

In addition, the Trump Administration’s re-
fusal to acknowledge the vast scope of Rus-
sian interference in the 2016 election is leav-
ing the United States vulnerable and exposed,
opening the doors for future Russian attacks
against our electoral system. The CIA, the
FBI, the Director of National Intelligence, the
NSA, and the other intelligence agencies in
the intelligence community all agree that the
Russians directed the hacking of the 2016
election. It is time that the Trump Administra-
tion unequivocally denounces the Russian
government’s meddling in our electoral proc-
ess. The longer they delay standing up to
Putin, the longer our country remains suscep-
tible to further cyber-attacks.

The integrity of our elections is at stake. It
is time for the Administration to stop pre-
tending that the hacking did not happen, and
start working to ensure that it does not happen
again. Many Americans had to traverse a
long, arduous path in their fight to secure the
right to vote. | represent the 7th Congressional
District of Alabama, the home to some of the
greatest battlefields of the Civil Rights and
Voting Rights Movement: Birmingham, Selma,
and Montgomery. My constituents overcame
insurmountable adversity in order to secure
their right to vote. They shed blood and sac-
rificed their lives so that future generations
would never be turned away from the ballot
box or denied their sacred, constitutional right
to vote. We are doing them a gross injustice
if we do not take action against the Russian
government’s blatant interference in our elec-
tion.

The American people deserve to know the
truth, and they deserve the assurance that
their government is working on their behalf to
remove barriers to the ballot box. We cannot
afford to sacrifice the integrity of our elections,
nor impugn the veracity of our intelligence
community and our law enforcement agencies.
| urge the Trump Administration to accept the
facts in front of them so we can begin to move
forward and ensure that no foreign entity ever
has the ability to attack our democracy again.
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HONORING PATRICK DOWNTON, JR.

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2017

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Patrick Downton,
Jr. Patrick is a very special young man who
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 692, and
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle
Scout.

Patrick has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Patrick has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Pat-
rick has contributed to his community through
his Eagle Scout project.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Patrick Downton, Jr., for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF THE
FALLEN SOLDIER ARMY SER-
GEANT (SGT) TRAVIS S. COOPER

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2017

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of fallen Mississippi
soldier Army Sergeant (SGT) Travis S. Cooper
who paid the ultimate sacrifice while defending
our nation on July 16, 2005, during Operation
Iragi Freedom. SGT Cooper was killed when
an improvised explosive device hit his convoy
in Baghdad.

SGT Cooper was assigned to the 2nd Bat-
talion, 114th Field Artillery Regiment, 155th
Brigade Combat Team headquartered in
Starkville, Mississippi.

SGT Cooper, a Macon, Mississippi native,
was 24 years old at the time of death. He at-
tended Noxubee High School in Macon, Mis-
sissippi. According to his brother, Antwan
Cooper, he left school a year early and took
his General Educational Development (GED)
test. In September 2000, he joined the Na-
tional Guard.

According to the Associated Press, Gov-
ernor Haley Barbour said, “Our hearts and
prayers go out to the Cooper family and
friends. Marsha and | honor this brave man’s
service, and we deeply regret this incident.”

SGT Cooper was awarded the Bronze Star
Medal, Purple Heart, Mississippi Medal of
Valor, Army Commendation Medal, Army
Achievement Medal (2 Oak Leaf Clusters),
Army Good Conduct Medal, National Defense
Service Medal, Global War on Terrorism Ex-
peditionary Medal, Irag Campaign Medal, and
the Combat Action Badge.

SGT Cooper’s funeral was held at Miller's
Chapel Missionary Baptist Church. He was
buried at Oddfellows Cemetery in Macon, Mis-
sissippi.

SGT Cooper’s service and sacrifice will al-
ways be remembered.
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SAUDI ARABIA

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2017

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Saudi Ara-
bia is a crucial ally in the fight against ter-
rorism. Many of the same terrorist organiza-
tions that threaten the United States also de-
sire to overthrow the Saudi government and
break our partnership.

It's a key member of the coalition to fight
ISIS, with its pilots flying alongside Americans
since day one of the campaign in Syria. Last
year, Riyadh adopted strict laws prohibiting
fundraising for terrorism, jointly designating
support networks for al-Qaeda and the
Taliban.

Saudi intelligence has assisted in preventing
terrorist plots targeting the U.S. In 2010 Saudi
assistance helped foil an attempt by al-Qaeda
to conceal bombs on a cargo plane en route
to the United States. The Saudis are also bat-
tling Iranian-backed rebels in Yemen. These
rebels not only threaten the Kingdom but also
targeted our own warships and destabilize the
Red Sea trade routes.

The current diplomatic standoff between
Saudi Arabia and Qatar demonstrates that Ri-
yadh is willing to take a stand against state
sponsorship of terrorism in the region. This is
all encouraging. However, the Saudis still
have much more they need to do at home to
counter the sources of extremism in the re-
gion.

The battle against terrorism will uitimately
have to be fought and won on the battlefield
of ideas. Saudi Arabia has simply not done
enough to defeat extremist ideology. The
Kingdom is playing the role of both arsonist
and firefighter when it comes to Islamic extre-
mism.

Nowhere is this more evident than the text-
books Saudi Arabia produces to teach its
youth. For far too long Saudi Arabia’s edu-
cation curriculum has inspired the very ide-
ology that is at the root of many terrorist orga-
nizations like ISIS and al-Qaeda.

Saudi textbooks are full of anti-Semitism,
conspiracy theories, and calls to violence that
have incited students both at home and
across the world. This poisonous ideology has
provided the groundwork for generations of
radicalization and extremism.

In fact, ISIS adopted official Saudi textbooks
for its schools in 2015 until the terrorist group
could publish its own. Moreover, its export of
hateful material through Saudi-funded schools
abroad has helped spread the toxic ideology
to more tolerant and open Muslim commu-
nities in countries such as Kosovo and Indo-
nesia.

While the Kingdom has repeatedly pledged
to remove extremist content from its cur-
riculum, troubling language remains in many
of the most recent editions of Saudi textbooks.
In 2006 the Saudis committed to eliminate all
passages that promoted hatred towards any
religion by 2008.

Yet even today textbooks include content
that discourages befriending “infidels,” claims
the goal of Zionism is world domination, and
encourages “fighting” any polytheist or infidel
who refuses to submit to the supremacy
oflslarn. This intolerance is unacceptable and
directly contributes to the widespread persecu-
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tion of religion minorities that plagues the Mid-
dle East.

Another passage in a current Saudi text-
book for middle school students states that
“the mujahideen who are doing good deeds
for the sake of Allah . . . should be given
transportation, weapons, food and anything
else they may need to continue their jihad.”
Messages such as this undermine the Saudis
own counterterrorism efforts.

By indoctrinating children into the belief that
people of other faiths are inferior or are a
threat to Islam, Saudi Arabia is ensuring future
generations of extremists that will join the
ranks of terrorist groups. This is not to ignore
that some positive steps have been taken. In
recent years the Kingdom has introduced pas-
sages that denounce terrorism and encourage
dialogue with other faiths.

But these steps only send mixed messages
to easily influenced young minds so long as
the more extreme messages remain. The
State Department and previous administra-
tions have also failed to hold their Saudi coun-
terparts to past pledges.

The State Department has even refused to
publish reports that shed light ori these trou-
bling textbooks for fear of embarrassing our
Saudi partners. While we appreciate Riyadh'’s
contribution to our overall counterterrorism ef-
forts in the region, we must hold them ac-
countable for their role in fueling the very ex-
tremism we are trying to combat. It is in both
our countries’ interest.

In the fight against terrorism, we all need to
be on the same page.

And that’s just the way it is.
—————

HONORING MATTHEW PARR

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2017

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Matthew Parr.
Matthew is a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1393, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Matthew has been very active with his
troop, participating in many scout activities.
Over the many years Matthew has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned
numerous merit badges, but also the respect
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Matthew has contributed to his commu-
nity through his Eagle Scout project. Matthew
researched native plants and then constructed
a pollinator station outside of St. Therese
North Catholic Church in Kansas City, Mis-
souri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Matthew Parr for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest
distinction of Eagle Scout.
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TX-22 STUDENTS RECEIVE THE
PRESIDENT’'S ENVIRONMENTAL
YOUTH AWARD

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2017

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Eric Li, Toby Liu, Charles Wang,
Melody Voo, Alexander Miao, Jimmy Liu and
Eric Tong, all from TX-22, for receiving the
Environmental Protection Agency and the
White House Council on Environmental
Quality’s President’'s Environmental Youth
Award (PEYA).

The seven students, from Pearland, Katy
and Houston, were recognized for starting the
organization, We Care Act, which refurbishes
electronics and other items and sends them to
needy children living in poverty or affected by
natural disasters. So far, We Care Act has col-
lected and reused more than 40,000 items
and sent them to more than 20 countries.
PEYA recognizes outstanding environmental
projects by K—12 youth. Students are selected
based on their initiative, creativity and applied
problem-solving skills that are needed to tack-
le environmental problems and find solutions.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Eric L., Toby, Charles, Melody, Alexander,
Jimmy and Eric T. for receiving this honorable
award. We Care Act is a fantastic organization
that helps those who truly need it. We're
proud oftheir dedication to helping others.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF NEW
YORK STATE TROOPER JOEL
DAVIS

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2017

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of New York State Trooper
Joel Davis, a Watertown native who was re-
cently killed in the line of duty while serving
his community. | extend my condolences to
his family, especially his wife, Suzanne, and
three children. Joel Davis lived his life in a
way that was truly indicative of his North
Country values. He was deeply dedicated to
his family and completely invested in the well-
being of his community members.

After graduating from Indian River High
School, Trooper Davis attended Jefferson
Community College, and eventually went on to
graduate from the Black River/St. Lawrence
Valley Police Academy in 2003. He worked as
a Jefferson County Sheriffs Deputy for 10
years before his service as a New York State
Trooper, where he was known as a “go-to
guy,” responsible for the Philadelphia, New
York satellite station outside of Fort Drum. Ad-
ditionally, Davis was a certified sniper with the
Jefferson County Sheriffs Emergency Re-
sponse Team and was a field training officer
for both the Sheriff and State Police. Davis will
be fondly remembered as a fair cop who
heard both sides of every situation and was
always first-on-scene when an issue arose. He
was an honest, polite, friendly, and kind man
who wanted to help the community he called
home.
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