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training its intelligence and military per-
sonnel in critical language and culture skills 
to infiltrate foreign nations; 

(C) Charles Robert Jenkins, a United 
States soldier who deserted his unit in South 
Korea in 1965 and was held captive in North 
Korea for nearly 40 years, left North Korea 
in July 2004 (one month before David dis-
appeared in China) and Jenkins reported 
that he was forced to teach English to North 
Korean intelligence and military personnel 
while in captivity; 

(D) David Sneddon is fluent in the Korean 
language and was learning Mandarin, skills 
that could have been appealing to the Gov-
ernment of North Korea after Charles Jen-
kins left the country; 

(E) tensions between the United States and 
North Korea were heightened during the 
summer of 2004 due to recent approval of the 
North Korean Human Rights Act of 2004 
(Public Law 108–333) that increased United 
States aid to refugees fleeing North Korea, 
prompting the Government of North Korea 
to issue a press release warning the United 
States to ‘‘drop its hostile policy’’; 

(F) David Sneddon’s disappearance fits a 
known pattern often seen in the abduction of 
foreigners by the Government of North 
Korea, including the fact that David dis-
appeared the day before North Korea’s Lib-
eration Day patriotic national holiday, and 
the Government of North Korea has a dem-
onstrated history of provocations near dates 
it deems historically significant; 

(G) a well-reputed Japanese non-profit spe-
cializing in North Korean abductions shared 
with the United States its expert analysis in 
2012 about information it stated was received 
‘‘from a reliable source’’ that a United 
States university student largely matching 
David Sneddon’s description was taken from 
China by North Korean agents in August 
2004; and 

(H) commentary published in the Wall 
Street Journal in 2013 cited experts looking 
at the Sneddon case who concluded that ‘‘it 
is most probable that a U.S. national has 
been abducted to North Korea,’’ and ‘‘there 
is a strong possibility that North Korea kid-
napped the American’’. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—Congress— 
(1) expresses its ongoing concern about the 

disappearance of David Louis Sneddon in 
Yunnan Province, People’s Republic of 
China, in August, 2004; 

(2) directs the Department of State and the 
intelligence community to jointly continue 
investigations and to consider all plausible 
explanations for David’s disappearance, in-
cluding the possibility of abduction by the 
Government of the Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea; 

(3) urges the Department of State and the 
intelligence community to coordinate inves-
tigations with the Governments of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, Japan, and South 
Korea and solicit information from appro-
priate regional affairs and law enforcement 
experts on plausible explanations for David’s 
disappearance; 

(4) encourages the Department of State 
and the intelligence community to work 
with foreign governments known to have 
diplomatic influence with the Government of 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
to better investigate the possibility of the 
involvement of the Government of the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Korea in David 
Sneddon’s disappearance and to possibly 
seek his recovery; and 

(5) requests that the Department of State 
and the intelligence community continue to 
work with and inform Congress and the fam-
ily of David Sneddon on efforts to possibly 
recover David and to resolve his disappear-
ance. 

SA 3301. Mr. PAUL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 757, to improve the 
enforcement of sanctions against the 
Government of North Korea, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

Beginning on page 92, strike line 15 and all 
that follows through page 93, line 2. 

Beginning on page 100, strike line 24 and 
all that follows through page 101, line 8. 

Beginning on page 112, strike line 9 and all 
that follows through page 115, line 7. 

SA 3302. Ms. KLOBUCHAR submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
to amendment SA 2953 proposed by Ms. 
MURKOWSKI to the bill S. 2012, to pro-
vide for the modernization of the en-
ergy policy of the United States, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 41, between lines 10 and 11, insert 
the following: 

(6) USE OF GRANT FUNDS.—A grant awarded 
under this section may not be used for the 
purpose of funding, in whole or in part, the 
actual construction, renovation, repair, or 
alteration of a building or work. 

SA 3303. Ms. KLOBUCHAR submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
to amendment SA 3241 submitted by 
Ms. CANTWELL and intended to be pro-
posed to the bill S. 2012, to provide for 
the modernization of the energy policy 
of the United States, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

At the end of the amendment, add the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. USE OF GRANT FUNDS. 

A grant awarded under section 1004 may 
not be used for the purpose of funding, in 
whole or in part, the actual construction, 
renovation, repair, or alteration of a build-
ing or work. 

SA 3304. Mr. DAINES submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 757, to improve the 
enforcement of sanctions against the 
Government of North Korea, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 73, line 12, insert ‘‘or textile’’ after 
‘‘smuggling,’’. 

Beginning on page 73, strike line 21 and all 
that follows through page 74, line 8, and in-
sert the following: 

(8) knowingly, directly or indirectly, sells, 
supplies, or transfers to or from the Govern-
ment of North Korea or any person acting 
for or on behalf of that Government, a sig-
nificant amount of precious metal, graphite, 
raw or semi-finished metals or aluminum, 
steel, coal, software, synthetic filaments, or 
three-dimensional textiles for use by or in 
industrial processes directly related to weap-
ons of mass destruction, delivery systems for 
such weapons, equipment designed to defend 
against radiological or chemical exposure 
from those weapons, other proliferation ac-
tivities, the Korean Workers’ Party, armed 
forces, internal security, or intelligence ac-
tivities, or the operation and maintenance of 
political prison camps or forced labor camps, 
including outside of North Korea; 

SA 3305. Mr. THUNE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2953 proposed by Ms. 
MURKOWSKI to the bill S. 2012, to pro-

vide for the modernization of the en-
ergy policy of the United States, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. MODIFICATION OF DEFINITION OF 

SPORT FISHING EQUIPMENT UNDER 
THE TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL 
ACT. 

Section 3(2)(B) of the Toxic Substances 
Control Act (15 U.S.C. 2602(2)(B)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in clause (v), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; 

(2) in clause (vi) by striking the period at 
the end and inserting ‘‘, and’’; and 

(3) by inserting after clause (vi) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(vii) any sport fishing equipment (as such 
term is defined in section 4162(a) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986) the sale of which is 
subject to the tax imposed by section 4161(a) 
of such Code (determined without regard to 
any exemptions from such tax provided by 
section 4162 or 4221 or any other provision of 
such Code), and sport fishing equipment 
components.’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on February 
10, 2016, at 10 a.m., in room SD–406 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building, to 
conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘The Im-
portance of Enacting a New Water Re-
sources Development Act.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on February 10, 2016, at 10:30 a.m., in 
room SD–215 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled, ‘‘The President’s Budget for Fis-
cal Year 2017.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on February 10, 2016, at 2 p.m., in room 
SD–215 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled, 
‘‘The President’s Budget for Fiscal 
Year 2017.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on February 10, 2016, at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:14 Feb 11, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00071 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A10FE6.031 S10FEPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
6V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES830 February 10, 2016 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on February 10, 2016, at 10:15 
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘U.S. Policy in Central Africa: The Im-
perative of Good Governance.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on February 10, 2016, at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on February 10, 2016, at 10 a.m., in 
room SD–226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Breaking the Cycle: Mental 
Health and the Justice System.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Special 
Committee on Aging be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on February 10, 2016, at 2:30 p.m., in 
room SD–562 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Do You Know What Is In Your 
Suitcase? How Drug Traffickers Are 
Deceiving Seniors to Smuggle Contra-
band.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 
Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that Jeremy 
Lagelee, a law clerk on the Finance 
Committee, be granted floor privileges 
for the duration of the week. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Henry 
Schliefer, Justin Brown, Justin Hoff-
man, Michael George, Rebecca Gilbert, 
and Scott Richards, fellows in my of-
fice, be granted floor privileges for the 
remainder of this session in Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent for my intern, 
Aaron Nelson, to be granted privileges 
of the floor for the remainder of the 
day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Gene Gerzhoy, 
a fellow working in my office, have full 
privileges during this session of the 
114th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that my defense 
fellow, SGM Travis Votaw, be granted 
floor privileges for the remainder of 
this calendar year. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that Maj. Mat-
thew Schroeder, a defense fellow in my 
office, and LCDR Amy McElroy, a 
Coast Guard fellow in my office, be 
granted privileges of the floor for the 
remainder of the 114th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Sanjay Mukhi, 
Michael Pascual, and Heather Ichord, 
congressional fellows in my office, be 
granted floor privileges for the remain-
der of the 114th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMOVAL OF INJUNCTION OF SE-
CRECY—TREATY DOCUMENT NOS. 
114–5, 114–6, 114–7, 114–8, 114–9, AND 
114–10 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as 

in executive session, I ask unanimous 
consent that the injunction of secrecy 
be removed from the following treaties 
transmitted to the Senate on February 
10, 2016, by the President of the United 
States: U.N. Convention on the Use of 
Electronic Communications in Inter-
national Contracts, Treaty Document 
No. 114–5; Marrakesh Treaty to Facili-
tate Access to Published Works for 
Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Im-
paired, or Otherwise Print Disabled, 
Treaty Document No. 114–6; U.N. Con-
vention on the Assignment of Receiv-
ables in International Trade, Treaty 
Document No. 114–7; Beijing Treaty on 
Audiovisual Performances, Treaty Doc-
ument No. 114–8; U.N. Convention on 
Independent Guarantees and Stand-By 
Letters of Credit, Treaty Document 
No. 114–9; and Extradition Treaty with 
the Dominican Republic, Treaty Docu-
ment No. 114–10. I further ask that the 
treaties be considered as having been 
read the first time; that they be re-
ferred, with accompanying papers, to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and ordered to be printed; and that the 
President’s messages be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The messages of the President are as 
follows: 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice 

and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, subject to certain declarations 
and understandings, I transmit here-
with the United Nations Convention on 
the Use of Electronic Communications 
in International Contracts (Conven-
tion), done at New York on November 
23, 2005, and entered into force on 
March 1, 2013. The report of the Sec-
retary of State, which includes an 
overview of the Convention, is enclosed 
for the information of the Senate. 

The Convention sets forth modern 
rules validating and facilitating the 
use of electronic communications in 
international business transactions. 
The Convention will promote legal uni-
formity and predictability, and thereby 
lower costs, for U.S. businesses en-
gaged in electronic commerce. 

The Convention’s provisions are sub-
stantively similar to State law enact-
ments in the United States of the 1999 
Uniform Electronic Transactions Act 
(UETA), and to the governing Federal 
law, the Electronic Signatures in Glob-
al and National Commerce Act, Public 
Law 106–229 (June 30, 2000). Consistent 
with the Federal law, all States have 
enacted laws containing the same basic 
rules on electronic commerce, whether 
based on UETA or on functionally 
equivalent provisions. The Federal 
statute allows States that enact 
UETA, or equivalent standards, to be 
subject to their State law, and not the 
corresponding provisions of the Federal 
law. 

The United States proposed and ac-
tively participated in the negotiation 
of the Convention at the United Na-
tions Commission on International 
Trade Law. Accession by the United 
States can be expected to encourage 
other countries to become parties to 
the Convention, and having a greater 
number of parties to the Convention 
should facilitate electronic commerce 
across borders. 

The Convention would be imple-
mented through Federal legislation to 
be proposed separately to the Congress 
by my Administration. 

The Convention has been endorsed by 
leading associations and organizations 
in this area, including the American 
Bar Association and the United States 
Council on International Business. The 
United States Government worked 
closely with the Uniform Law Commis-
sion regarding the negotiation and do-
mestic implementation of the Conven-
tion. 

I recommend, therefore, that the 
Senate give early and favorable consid-
eration to the Convention and give its 
advice and consent to ratification, sub-
ject to certain understandings and dec-
larations. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 10, 2016. 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice 

and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, I transmit herewith the Marra-
kesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to 
Published Works for Persons Who Are 
Blind, Visually Impaired, or Otherwise 
Print Disabled, done at Marrakesh on 
June 27, 2013 (Marrakesh Treaty). I also 
transmit, for the information of the 
Senate, a report of the Secretary of 
State with respect to the Marrakesh 
Treaty that includes a summary of its 
provisions. 

This copyright treaty, concluded 
under the auspices of the World Intel-
lectual Property Organization (WIPO), 
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