February 8, 2016

S. 1547

At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.

KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S.

1547, a bill to provide high-skilled visas

for nationals of the Republic of Korea,
and for other purposes.
S. 1622

At the request of Mr. BURR, the name
of the Senator from Wyoming (Mr.
ENzI) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1622, a bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect to
devices.

S. 1883

At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1883, a bill to maximize discovery, and
accelerate development and avail-
ability, of promising childhood cancer
treatments, and for other purposes.

S. 2144

At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CruUz) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2144, a bill to improve the enforcement
of sanctions against the Government of
North Korea, and for other purposes.

S. 2248

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2248, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to coordinate Fed-
eral congenital heart disease research
efforts and to improve public education
and awareness of congenital heart dis-
ease, and for other purposes.

S. 2401

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2401, a bill to amend the
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe
Streets Act of 1968 to enhance the
COPS ON THE BEAT grant program,
and for other purposes.

S. 2426

At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATcH) and the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. ROBERTS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2426, a bill to direct the Sec-
retary of State to develop a strategy to
obtain observer status for Taiwan in
the International Criminal Police Or-
ganization, and for other purposes.

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2426, supra.

S. 2437

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2437, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to provide for the
burial of the cremated remains of per-
sons who served as Women’s Air Forces
Service Pilots in Arlington National
Cemetery, and for other purposes.

S. 2450

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
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sor of S. 2450, a bill to amend title 5,
United States Code, to address admin-
istrative leave for Federal employees,
and for other purposes.
S. 2475
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2475, a bill to establish a Commission
on Structural Alternatives for the Fed-
eral Courts of Appeals.
S. 2477
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2477, a bill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to provide for the appoint-
ment of additional Federal -circuit
judges, to divide the Ninth Judicial
Circuit of the United States into 2 cir-
cuits, and for other purposes.
S. 2485
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2485, a bill to provide for the im-
mediate reinstatement of sanctions
against Iran if Iran attempts to acquire
nuclear weapons technology from
North Korea.
S. 2490
At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
McCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2490, a bill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to divide the ninth judi-
cial circuit of the United States into 2
circuits, and for other purposes.
S. 2502
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2502, a bill to amend the
Employee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974 to ensure that retirement
investors receive advice in their best
interests, and for other purposes.
S. 2506
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2506, a bill to restore stat-
utory rights to the people of the United
States from forced arbitration.
S. RES. 349
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. PERDUE), the Senator from Mis-
souri (Mr. BLUNT), the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) were added
as cosponsors of S. Res. 349, a resolu-
tion congratulating the Farm Credit
System on the celebration of its 100th
anniversary.
AMENDMENT NO. 3035
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 3035 intended to
be proposed to S. 2012, an original bill
to provide for the modernization of the
energy policy of the United States, and
for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3248
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN) and the Senator from Ohio
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(Mr. BROWN) were added as cosponsors
of amendment No. 3248 intended to be
proposed to S. 2012, an original bill to
provide for the modernization of the
energy policy of the United States, and
for other purposes.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and
Mr. LEAHY):

S. 2510. A bill to encourage and facili-
tate international participation in the
performing arts and for other purposes;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today,
Senator HATCH and I are reintroducing
the Arts Require Timely Service Act or
ARTS Act. This bipartisan measure
would assist nonprofit arts organiza-
tions in obtaining visas for visiting for-
eign artists. For many renowned art-
ists abroad hoping to share their talent
with American audiences, our visa sys-
tem is often inconsistent and unreli-
able. Although current law establishes
a specific processing period for artist
visas, petitioners regularly confront
prolonged and uncertain wait times.
This delay and uncertainty carries
great costs for the nonprofit organiza-
tions that seek to bring foreign artists
to American audiences.

While expedited visa processing is
available, many of these organizations
are unable to afford those fees, and the
resulting delays in regular processing
lead to interruptions and cancellations
in performance schedules. Ultimately,
the inefficiencies in obtaining foreign
artist visas stifle the promotion of
international cultural exchange and
impede the mission of great American
cultural institutions.

The ARTS Act addresses these chal-
lenges by requiring the Secretary of
Homeland Security to provide expe-
dited processing services, without a
fee, if an O- or P- artist visa is not ad-
judicated within a 14-day time frame,
and the petition is filed by or on behalf
of a nonprofit organization. The legis-
lation ensures that nonprofit arts orga-
nizations do not have to choose be-
tween making adjustments to their
programming and incurring additional
unexpected costs. We should be encour-
aging international participation in
the performing arts, not thwarting it.
That is why more than 80 national or-
ganizations consisting of musicians, or-
chestras, museums, performing artists,
and local arts organizations such as
the Vermont Symphony Orchestra,
support the ARTS Act.

I have long been a supporter of the
arts and am proud of the great con-
tributions the arts community has
made in my home state of Vermont.
Organizations such as the Vermont
Symphony Orchestra, Vermont Per-
formance Lab, and Burlington City
Arts enrich our State’s dynamic cul-
ture, are integral to our economy, and
ensure that all communities benefit
from the remarkable power of the arts.
The ARTS Act acknowledges the
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unique challenges that nonprofit arts
organizations confront with our visa
system and would assist them in their
effort to bring international arts and
culture to our communities.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 365—DESIG-
NATING FEBRUARY 2016 AS
““AMERICAN HEART MONTH” AND
FEBRUARY 5, 2016, AS “NATIONAL
WEAR RED DAY”

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. HEITKAMP, Ms.
WARREN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. CAPITO, Ms.
AYOTTE, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. BOXER,
Mrs. FISCHER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. DURBIN, and
Ms. MIKULSKI) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the

Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions:
S. RES. 365

Whereas heart disease affects men, women,
and children of every age and race in the
United States;

Whereas, between 2003 and 2013, the death
rate from heart disease fell nearly 40 per-
cent, but heart disease continues to be the
leading cause of death in the United States,
taking the lives of approximately 370,000 in-
dividuals in the United States and account-
ing for 1 in 7 deaths nationwide;

Whereas congenital heart defects are the
most common birth defect in the United
States, as well as the leading Kkiller of in-
fants with birth defects;

Whereas, every year, an estimated 750,000
individuals in the United States have a heart
attack, of which an estimated 116,000 individ-
uals die;

Whereas cardiovascular disease and stroke
account for $316,000,000,000 in health care ex-
penditures and lost productivity annually;

Whereas cardiovascular disease and stroke
will account for $1,393,000,000,000 in health
care expenditures and lost productivity an-
nually by 2030;

Whereas individuals in the United States
have made great progress in reducing the
death rate for coronary heart disease, but
this progress has been more modest with re-
spect to the death rate for coronary heart
disease for women and minorities;

Whereas many people do not recognize that
heart disease is the number 1 killer of
women in the United States, taking the lives
of 287,220 women in 2012;

Whereas nearly %3 of women who unexpect-
edly die of heart disease have no previous
symptoms of disease;

Whereas nearly % of all African-American
adults have some form of cardiovascular dis-
ease, including 48 percent of African-Amer-
ican women and 46 percent of African-Amer-
ican men;

Whereas many minority women, including
African-American, Hispanic, Asian-Amer-
ican, and Native-American women and
women from indigenous populations, have a
greater prevalence of risk factors or are at a
higher risk of death from heart disease,
stroke, and other cardiovascular diseases,
but such women are less likely to know of
the risk;

Whereas, between 1965 and 2016, treatment
of cardiovascular disease for women has
largely been based on medical research on
men;

Whereas, due to the differences in heart
disease between males and females, more re-
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search and data on the effects of heart dis-
ease treatments for women is vital;

Whereas extensive clinical and statistical
studies have identified major and contrib-
uting factors that increase the risk of heart
disease, including high blood pressure, high
blood cholesterol, smoking tobacco products,
exposure to tobacco smoke, physical inac-
tivity, obesity, and diabetes mellitus;

Whereas an individual can greatly reduce
the risk of cardiovascular disease through
lifestyle modification coupled with medical
treatment when necessary;

Whereas greater awareness and early de-
tection of risk factors of heart disease can
improve and save the lives of thousands of
individuals in the United States each year;

Whereas under the Joint Resolution enti-
tled ““‘Joint Resolution to provide for the des-
ignation of the month of February in each
year as ‘American Heart Month’”’, approved
December 30, 1963 (36 U.S.C. 101), Congress re-
quested that the President issue an annual
proclamation designating February as
‘“‘American Heart Month’’;

Whereas the National Heart, Lung, and
Blood Institute of the National Institutes of
Health, the American Heart Association, and
many other organizations celebrate ‘‘Na-
tional Wear Red Day” during February by
“‘going red” to increase awareness about
heart disease as the leading killer of women;
and

Whereas, every year since 1964, the Presi-
dent has issued a proclamation designating
the month of February as ‘‘American Heart
Month’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of ‘‘Amer-
ican Heart Month” and ‘‘National Wear Red
Day’’;

(2) recognizes and reaffirms the commit-
ment in the United States to fighting heart
disease and stroke by—

(A) promoting awareness about the causes,
risks, and prevention of heart disease and
stroke;

(B) supporting research on heart disease
and stroke; and

(C) expanding access to medical treatment;

(3) commends the efforts of States, terri-
tories and possessions of the United States,
localities, nonprofit organizations, busi-
nesses and other entities, and the people of
the United States who support ‘‘American
Heart Month” and ‘‘National Wear Red
Day”’; and

(4) encourages every individual in the
United States to learn about the risk of the
individual for heart disease.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 366—RECOG-
NIZING THE CULTURAL AND HIS-
TORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF
LUNAR NEW YEAR

Mr. COONS (for himself, Ms. HIRONO,
Mr. REID, Mr. KIRK, and Mr. RUBIO)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 366

Whereas Lunar New Year begins on the
second new moon following the winter sol-
stice, or the first day of the new year accord-
ing to the lunisolar calendar, and extends
until the full moon 15 days later;

Whereas February 8, 2016, marks the first
day of Lunar New Year for calendar year
2016;

Whereas the 15th day of the new year, ac-
cording to the lunisolar calendar, is called
the Lantern Festival;

Whereas Lunar New Year is often referred
to as ‘“Spring Festival” in various Asian
countries;

February 8, 2016

Whereas many religious and ethnic com-
munities use lunar-based calendars;

Whereas Lunar New Year began in China
more than 4,000 years ago and is widely cele-
brated in East and Southeast Asia;

Whereas the Asian diaspora has expanded
the Lunar New Year celebration into an an-
nual worldwide event;

Whereas Lunar New Year is celebrated by
millions of Asian Americans, and by many
non-Asian Americans, in the United States;

Whereas Lunar New Year is celebrated
with community activities and cultural per-
formances;

Whereas participants celebrating Lunar
New Year travel to spend the holiday reunit-
ing with family and friends; and

Whereas Lunar New Year is traditionally a
time to wish others good fortune, health,
prosperity, and happiness: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the cultural and historical
significance of Lunar New Year;

(2) in observance of Lunar New Year, ex-
presses its deepest respect for Asian Ameri-
cans and all individuals throughout the
world who celebrate this significant occa-
sion; and

(3) wishes Asian Americans and all individ-
uals who observe this holiday a happy and
prosperous new year.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3291. Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, Mr. WARNER, Mr. ScoTT, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. SULLIVAN, and Mr.
VITTER) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 2953 pro-
posed by Ms. MURKOWSKI to the bill S. 2012,
to provide for the modernization of the en-
ergy policy of the United States, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3292. Mr. REID (for Mrs. SHAHEEN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 2953 proposed by Ms.
MURKOWSKI to the bill S. 2012, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3293. Mr. PERDUE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 757, to improve the enforce-
ment of sanctions against the Government of
North Korea, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3294. Mr. PERDUE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 757, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

——
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3291. Mr. CASSIDY (for himself,
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. WARNER, Mr.
ScoTT, Mr. KAINE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, and Mr. VITTER) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2953 proposed by Ms.
MURKOWSKI to the bill S. 2012, to pro-
vide for the modernization of the en-
ergy policy of the United States, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title III, add the
following:

SEC. 3105. OIL AND GAS.

(a) DISPOSITION OF OUTER CONTINENTAL
SHELF REVENUES TO GULF PRODUCING
STATES.—Section 105(f) of the Gulf of Mexico
Energy Security Act of 2006 (43 U.S.C. 1331
note; Public Law 109-432) is amended by
striking paragraph (1) and inserting the fol-
lowing:
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