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Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Update of Weighted
Average Interest Rates, Yield Curves, and
Segment Rates’” (Notice 2016-7) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
February 2, 2016; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

EC-4304. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Applicable Federal
Rates—February 2016 (Rev. Rul. 2016-4) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on February 2, 2016; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

EC-4305. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revenue Ruling:
2016 Prevailing State Assumed Interest
Rates” (Rev. Rul. 2016-2) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 2, 2016; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-4306. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revocation of Rev.
Rul. 2008-15" (Rev. Rul. 2016-3) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
February 2, 2016; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

EC-4307. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Guidance Relating
to Refunds of Foreign Tax for Which an Elec-
tion was Made Under Section 853 (Notice
2016-10) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 2, 2016; to the
Committee on Finance.

EC-4308. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to section 36(c) of the
Arms Export Control Act (DDTC 15-129); to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-4309. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to section 36(c) of the
Arms Export Control Act (DDTC 15-130); to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-4310. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to section 36(c) of the
Arms Export Control Act (DDTC 15-120); to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-4311. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Visas:
Documentation of Nonimmigrants under the
Immigration and Nationality Act, as Amend-
ed” (RIN1400-AD17) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on February 3,
2016; to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-4312. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, Peace Corps, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report relative to a vacancy
in the position of Deputy Director of the
Peace Corps, received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on February 3, 2016;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-4313. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 21-275, ‘‘Office of the Attorney
General Personnel and Procurement Clari-
fication Temporary Amendment Act of 2016”’;
to the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-4314. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 21-276, ‘‘Washington Metropoli-
tan Area Transit Authority Safety Regula-
tion Temporary Amendment Act of 2016"’; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-4315. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 21-277, ‘‘Microstamping Imple-
mentation Temporary Amendment Act of
2016’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

EC-4316. A communication from the Chief
of the Satellite Division, International Bu-
reau, Federal Communications Commission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“In the Matter of Comprehen-
sive Review of Licensing and Operating
Rules for Satellite Services’ ((IB Docket No.
12-267) (FCC 15-167)) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on February 3,
2016; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-4317. A communication from the Senior
Assistant Chief Counsel for Hazmat Safety
Law, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safe-
ty Administration, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Hazardous Materials:
Adoption of Special Permits (MAP-21)
(RRR)”’ (RIN2137-AF00) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on February 2,

2016; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.
———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. ROBERTS, from the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry:

Report to accompany H.R. 2051, a bill to
amend the Agricultural Marketing Act of
1946 to extend the livestock mandatory price
reporting requirements, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. No. 114-206).

By Mr. BARRASSO, from the Committee
on Indian Affairs, with an amendment in the
nature of a substitute:

S. 383. A bill to provide for Indian trust
asset management reform, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. No. 114-207).

—————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and Mr.

LEAHY):
S. 2510. A Dbill to encourage and facilitate
international participation in the per-

forming arts and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. HATCH, and Mr. BENNET):

S. 2511. A bill to improve Federal require-
ments relating to the development and use of
electronic health records technology; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. FRANKEN (for himself, Mr.
NELSON, Mr. ISAKSON, and Mr.
BROWN):

S. 2512. A bill to expand the tropical dis-
ease product priority review voucher pro-
gram to encourage treatments for Zika
virus; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. PERDUE:

S. 2513. A bill to amend the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974 to include the outlays and
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revenue totals relating to social security
benefits in a concurrent resolution on the
budget, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Budget.

——————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. HEITKAMP,
Ms. WARREN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs.
MURRAY, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. CAP-
1TO, Ms. AYOTTE, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs.
BOXER, Mrs. FISCHER, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Ms. STABENOW, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. DUR-
BIN, and Ms. MIKULSKI):

S. Res. 365. A resolution designating Feb-
ruary 2016 as ‘‘American Heart Month” and
February 5, 2016, as ‘‘National Wear Red
Day”’; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Ms.
HIrRONO, Mr. REID, Mr. KIRK, and Mr.
RUBIO):

S. Res. 366. A resolution recognizing the
cultural and historical significance of Lunar
New Year; considered and agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 524

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
524, a bill to authorize the Attorney
General to award grants to address the

national epidemics of prescription
opioid abuse and heroin use.
S. 628

At the request of Mr. KIRK, the name
of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor of S.
628, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide for the designa-
tion of maternity care health profes-
sional shortage areas.

S. 849

At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 849, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide for sys-
tematic data collection and analysis
and epidemiological research regarding
Multiple Sclerosis (MS), Parkinson’s
disease, and other neurological dis-
eases.

S. 1239

At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, the
names of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) and the Senator from Kan-
sas (Mr. MORAN) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1239, a bill to amend the
Clean Air Act with respect to the eth-
anol waiver for the Reid vapor pressure
limitations under that Act.

S. 1421

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1421, a bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to authorize a
6-month extension of certain exclu-
sivity periods in the case of approved
drugs that are subsequently approved
for a new indication to prevent, diag-
nose, or treat a rare disease or condi-
tion, and for other purposes.
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S. 1547

At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.

KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S.

1547, a bill to provide high-skilled visas

for nationals of the Republic of Korea,
and for other purposes.
S. 1622

At the request of Mr. BURR, the name
of the Senator from Wyoming (Mr.
ENzI) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1622, a bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect to
devices.

S. 1883

At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1883, a bill to maximize discovery, and
accelerate development and avail-
ability, of promising childhood cancer
treatments, and for other purposes.

S. 2144

At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CruUz) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2144, a bill to improve the enforcement
of sanctions against the Government of
North Korea, and for other purposes.

S. 2248

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2248, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to coordinate Fed-
eral congenital heart disease research
efforts and to improve public education
and awareness of congenital heart dis-
ease, and for other purposes.

S. 2401

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2401, a bill to amend the
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe
Streets Act of 1968 to enhance the
COPS ON THE BEAT grant program,
and for other purposes.

S. 2426

At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATcH) and the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. ROBERTS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2426, a bill to direct the Sec-
retary of State to develop a strategy to
obtain observer status for Taiwan in
the International Criminal Police Or-
ganization, and for other purposes.

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2426, supra.

S. 2437

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2437, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to provide for the
burial of the cremated remains of per-
sons who served as Women’s Air Forces
Service Pilots in Arlington National
Cemetery, and for other purposes.

S. 2450

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
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sor of S. 2450, a bill to amend title 5,
United States Code, to address admin-
istrative leave for Federal employees,
and for other purposes.
S. 2475
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2475, a bill to establish a Commission
on Structural Alternatives for the Fed-
eral Courts of Appeals.
S. 2477
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2477, a bill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to provide for the appoint-
ment of additional Federal -circuit
judges, to divide the Ninth Judicial
Circuit of the United States into 2 cir-
cuits, and for other purposes.
S. 2485
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2485, a bill to provide for the im-
mediate reinstatement of sanctions
against Iran if Iran attempts to acquire
nuclear weapons technology from
North Korea.
S. 2490
At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
McCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2490, a bill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to divide the ninth judi-
cial circuit of the United States into 2
circuits, and for other purposes.
S. 2502
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2502, a bill to amend the
Employee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974 to ensure that retirement
investors receive advice in their best
interests, and for other purposes.
S. 2506
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2506, a bill to restore stat-
utory rights to the people of the United
States from forced arbitration.
S. RES. 349
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. PERDUE), the Senator from Mis-
souri (Mr. BLUNT), the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) were added
as cosponsors of S. Res. 349, a resolu-
tion congratulating the Farm Credit
System on the celebration of its 100th
anniversary.
AMENDMENT NO. 3035
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 3035 intended to
be proposed to S. 2012, an original bill
to provide for the modernization of the
energy policy of the United States, and
for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3248
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN) and the Senator from Ohio
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(Mr. BROWN) were added as cosponsors
of amendment No. 3248 intended to be
proposed to S. 2012, an original bill to
provide for the modernization of the
energy policy of the United States, and
for other purposes.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and
Mr. LEAHY):

S. 2510. A bill to encourage and facili-
tate international participation in the
performing arts and for other purposes;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today,
Senator HATCH and I are reintroducing
the Arts Require Timely Service Act or
ARTS Act. This bipartisan measure
would assist nonprofit arts organiza-
tions in obtaining visas for visiting for-
eign artists. For many renowned art-
ists abroad hoping to share their talent
with American audiences, our visa sys-
tem is often inconsistent and unreli-
able. Although current law establishes
a specific processing period for artist
visas, petitioners regularly confront
prolonged and uncertain wait times.
This delay and uncertainty carries
great costs for the nonprofit organiza-
tions that seek to bring foreign artists
to American audiences.

While expedited visa processing is
available, many of these organizations
are unable to afford those fees, and the
resulting delays in regular processing
lead to interruptions and cancellations
in performance schedules. Ultimately,
the inefficiencies in obtaining foreign
artist visas stifle the promotion of
international cultural exchange and
impede the mission of great American
cultural institutions.

The ARTS Act addresses these chal-
lenges by requiring the Secretary of
Homeland Security to provide expe-
dited processing services, without a
fee, if an O- or P- artist visa is not ad-
judicated within a 14-day time frame,
and the petition is filed by or on behalf
of a nonprofit organization. The legis-
lation ensures that nonprofit arts orga-
nizations do not have to choose be-
tween making adjustments to their
programming and incurring additional
unexpected costs. We should be encour-
aging international participation in
the performing arts, not thwarting it.
That is why more than 80 national or-
ganizations consisting of musicians, or-
chestras, museums, performing artists,
and local arts organizations such as
the Vermont Symphony Orchestra,
support the ARTS Act.

I have long been a supporter of the
arts and am proud of the great con-
tributions the arts community has
made in my home state of Vermont.
Organizations such as the Vermont
Symphony Orchestra, Vermont Per-
formance Lab, and Burlington City
Arts enrich our State’s dynamic cul-
ture, are integral to our economy, and
ensure that all communities benefit
from the remarkable power of the arts.
The ARTS Act acknowledges the
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