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the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.
By Mr. WHITEHOUSE:

S. 3522. A Dbill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to modify the payment
amount for direct graduate medical edu-
cation costs for certain hospitals; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. FRANKEN (for himself and Ms.
MURKOWSKI):

S. 35623. A bill to amend the Indian Civil
Rights Act of 1968 to extend the jurisdiction
of tribal courts to cover crimes involving
sexual violence, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Indian Affairs.

By Mr. FLAKE (for himself and Mrs.
FEINSTEIN):

S. 3524. A bill to amend Rule 611 of the Fed-
eral Rules of Evidence to prohibit cross-ex-
amination by the accused of minor victims
of sexual assault; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. WARREN,
Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. PETERS, Mr.
TESTER, and Mr. HEINRICH):

S. 3525. A bill to enhance the security oper-
ations of the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration and the stability of the trans-
portation security workforce by applying a
unified personnel system under title 5,
United States Code, to employees of the
Transportation Security Administration who
are responsible for screening passengers and
property, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. WAR-

NER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. DURBIN, and Mrs.
GILLIBRAND):

S. 3526. A bill to provide incentives for
States to invest in practices and technology
that are designed to expedite voting at the
polls and to simplify voter registration; to
the Committee on Rules and Administration.

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Ms.
WARREN, Ms. BALDWIN, and Mrs.
BOXER):

S. 35627. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to prevent high net worth
individuals from receiving tax windfalls for
entering government service; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Ms. HEITKAMP:

S. 3528. A bill to provide for mandatory
training for Federal Government supervisors
and the assessment of management com-
petencies; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. CARDIN:

S. 35629. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for a progressive
consumption tax and to reform the income
tax, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. CASSIDY:

S. 3530. A bill to allow the use of claims,
eligibility, and payment data to produce re-
ports, analyses, and presentations to benefit
Medicare, and other similar health insurance
programs, entities, researchers, and health
care providers, to help develop cost saving
approaches, standards, and reference mate-
rials and to support medical care and im-
proved payment models; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. RISCH:

S. 3531. A bill to designate certain National
Forest System land in the State of Idaho as
wilderness; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. KAINE, Mr. CASEY, and
Mr. WARNER):

S. 3532. A bill to amend the Surface Mining
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to pro-
vide funds to States and Indian tribes for the
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purpose of promoting economic revitaliza-
tion, diversification, and development in
economically distressed communities
through the reclamation and restoration of
land and water resources adversely affected
by coal mining carried out before August 3,
1977, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. DAINES (for himself and Mr.

TESTER):

S. 3633. A bill to amend the Forest and
Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning
Act of 1974 and the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 to discourage litiga-
tion against the Forest Service and the Bu-
reau of Land Management relating to land
management projects; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

By Mrs. FISCHER:

S. 3534. A bill to amend title 31, United
States Code, to permit the Secretary of the
Treasury to locate and recover certain assets
of the United States Government; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. FLAKE:

S. 35635. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to prohibit the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs from employing any indi-
vidual who has been convicted of a felony
and medical personnel who have had their
medical licenses or credentials revoked or
suspended, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr.
CASEY):

S. 35636. A bill to impose sanctions on per-
sons that threaten the peace or stability of
Iraq or the Government of Iraq and to ad-
dress the emergency in Syria, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 386
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 386, a bill to limit the authority of
States to tax certain income of em-
ployees for employment duties per-
formed in other States.
S. 539
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 539, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to re-
peal the Medicare outpatient rehabili-
tation therapy caps.
S. 627
At the request of Mr. HELLER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
627, a bill to require the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to revoke bonuses
paid to employees involved in elec-
tronic wait list manipulations, and for
other purposes.
S. 142
At the request of Mr. HELLER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
742, a bill to appropriately limit the au-
thority to award bonuses to employees.
S. 803
At the request of Mr. HELLER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
803, a bill to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 to provide em-
ployees in the private sector with an
opportunity for compensatory time off,
similar to the opportunity offered to
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Federal employees, and a flexible cred-
it hour program to help balance the de-
mands of work and family, and for
other purposes.
S. 1200
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. FLAKE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1200, a bill to promote competi-
tion and help consumers save money by
giving them the freedom to choose
where they buy prescription pet medi-
cations, and for other purposes.
S. 1559
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1559, a bill to protect victims of
domestic violence, sexual assault,
stalking, and dating violence from
emotional and psychological trauma
caused by acts of violence or threats of
violence against their pets.
S. 1588
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1588, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to revise and
extend projects relating to children
and violence to provide access to
school-based comprehensive mental
health programs.
S. 1714
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1714, a bill to amend the Surface
Mining Control and Reclamation Act of
1977 to transfer certain funds to the
Multiemployer Health Benefit Plan
and the 1974 United Mine Workers of
America Pension Plan, and for other
purposes.
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S. 1866
At the request of Mr. HELLER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1866, a bill to establish the veterans’
business outreach center program, to
improve the programs for veterans of
the Small Business Administration,
and for other purposes.
S. 1911
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER), the Senator from West
Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN) and the Sen-
ator from Rhode Island (Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE) were added as cosponsors of S.
1911, a bill to implement policies to end
preventable maternal, newborn, and
child deaths globally.
S. 2175
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2175, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to clarify the role of po-
diatrists in the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes.
S. 27125
At the request of Mr. HELLER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2725, a bill to impose sanctions with re-
spect to the ballistic missile program
of Iran, and for other purposes.
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S. 2726
At the request of Mr. HELLER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2726, a bill to hold Iran accountable for
its state sponsorship of terrorism and
other threatening activities and for its
human rights abuses, and for other
purposes.
S. 2957
At the request of Mr. NELSON, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
REID) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2957, a bill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint commemorative
coins in recognition of the 50th anni-
versary of the first manned landing on
the Moon.
S. 2962
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2962, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to reform the low-in-
come housing credit, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2989
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIrRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2989, a bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal, collectively, to the United
States merchant mariners of World
War II, in recognition of their dedi-
cated and vital service during World
War II.
S. 3052
At the request of Mr. HELLER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
3052, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to provide for an
operation on a live donor for purposes
of conducting a transplant procedure
for a veteran, and for other purposes.
S. 3177
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3177, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for the
tax-exempt financing of certain gov-
ernment-owned buildings.
S. 3237
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) and the Senator from Alaska
(Ms. MURKOWSKI) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 3237, a bill to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to reform
the low-income housing credit, and for
other purposes.
S. 3384
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
3384, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a credit for
middle-income housing, and for other
purposes.
S. 3448
At the request of Mr. HELLER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
3448, a bill to provide for the creation
of the Missing Armed Forces Personnel
Records Collection at the National Ar-
chives, to require the expeditious pub-
lic transmission to the Archivist and
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the public disclosure of Missing Armed
Forces Personnel records, and for other
purposes.
S. 3478

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCcHATZ) and the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) were added as cosponsors
of S. 3478, a bill to require continued
and enhanced annual reporting to Con-
gress in the Annual Report on Inter-
national Religious Freedom on anti-Se-
mitic incidents in Europe, the safety
and security of European Jewish com-
munities, and the efforts of the United
States to partner with European gov-
ernments, the European Union, and
civil society groups, to combat anti-
Semitism, and for other purposes.

S. 3491

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3491, a bill to amend the Truth
in Lending Act and the Electronic
Fund Transfer Act to provide justice to
victims of fraud.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. PETERS,
Mr. TESTER, and Mr. HEINRICH):

S. 35625. A bill to enhance the security
operations of the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration and the stability
of the transportation security work-
force by applying a unified personnel
system under title 5, United States
Code, to employees of the Transpor-
tation Security Administration who
are responsible for screening pas-
sengers and property, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, the leg-
islation I will introduce shortly focuses
on a small sector of the Federal work-
force. But there is a broader message
that I would like to deliver as well
today. There is something I want to
say to all Federal workers: I have got
your back.

We have all been hearing statements
by politicians in the halls of Congress,
in the news, and even on Twitter
threatening to gut the Federal work-
force, cut earned benefits, reduce pay-
checks, make it easier to fire people at
will, and other destructive and mis-
guided actions.

To Federal employees, these state-
ments must be particularly hurtful.
Some may feel anxious and disheart-
ened. But I want to assure all Federal
workers that I am on your side. Your
contributions are integral to our Na-
tion. You live and work in small towns,
in urban centers, and around the coun-
try. You do crucial work for our gov-
ernment and for the American people.

As the capital of the United States,
Washington, D.C., is often mistaken as
the primary location for Federal work-
ers. But this is patently false. Eighty-

December 8, 2016

five per cent of Federal workers actu-
ally live and work outside of the D.C.
area. Federal workers live and work in
every town, city, and State. In many
places, the Federal Government is the
main employer—and those jobs are
vital to the local economy. The Fed-
eral workforce represents the diversity
of our country.

Since 1960, the GDP has multiplied
five times, new agencies have been
added to the government, and the re-
sponsibilities of Federal workers have
grown exponentially, and yet hiring
has stagnated. The civilian workforce,
not including Postal Service employ-
ees, is roughly the same size it was
during the Kennedy administration, at
around 2 million.

Pledges from short-sighted politi-
cians about privatizing government
services and programs like Medicare
and Social Security would cause many
Federal jobs to vanish and impair ac-
cess to Federal services. This would
put real Americans out of work and
cause measurable economic hardship to
local and State economies.

In addition, the government is the
number one employer of veterans, par-
ticularly disabled veterans who have
trouble finding jobs in the private sec-
tor. Freezing hiring or cutting the
workforce means fewer opportunities
for America’s heroes.

That is why I want the next adminis-
tration to understand the importance
of Federal workers. Their jobs cannot
be outsourced, replaced by machines,
cut, or consolidated. I would urge the
next administration to stop using our
Federal workforce for purposes of par-
tisan rhetoric and political games.

I want to let Federal workers know
that I will continue to work in the Sen-
ate to fight efforts to undermine you
and the work that you do. I will look
for opportunities to improve the Fed-
eral workplace and strengthen the Fed-
eral workforce. So keep up the good
work across America. You can count
on me for support.

Today I also rise to introduce the
Strengthening American Transpor-
tation Security Act of 2016, SATSA.
This bill would extend to Transpor-
tation Security Officers, TSO, the same
worker rights and protections under
Title 5 of the U.S. Code that most
other Federal workers enjoy and that
TSOs are currently denied.

TSOs are Federal employees who
work on the frontlines of aviation secu-
rity, and make up 70 percent of the
Transportation Security Administra-
tion’s workforce. They provide essen-
tial protection to all Americans by
screening passengers and baggage at
our airports.

Every day TSOs stop eight guns from
getting on our airplanes. That’s nearly
3,000 guns a year. They hold life-saving
jobs and TSOs deserve parity under
Title 5 of the U.S. Code. My bill would
provide fair treatment to TSO’s and, in
doing so, would improve passenger
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