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of Idea Village. I would like to recog-
nize the entire team at Idea Village
and look forward to their continued
leadership and success in supporting
New Orleans entrepreneurs and our
economy.e

——————

RECOGNIZING KREWE DU OPTIC

e Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, whether
it is our food, architecture, or drawl,
New Orleans is undoubtedly home to
one of the more unique cultures across
America. However, while we are not
necessarily known for our contribu-
tions to the fashion industry, one
young entrepreneur is changing that
with his popular Crescent City-inspired
eyewear line Krewe du Optic. I would
like to recognize Stirling Barrett’s
Krewe du Optic as Small Business of
the Week. Barrett’s artistic designs
have earned him not only tremendous
success in the last 3 years, but they
have also caught the attention of the
national fashion industry, helping to
develop New Orleans’ role and reputa-
tion in national and international fash-
ion.

New Orleans native Stirling Barrett
is an artist, designer, and entrepreneur
who launched Krewe du Optic in 2013.
The unique eyewear line combined
Barrett’s love of art, fashion, and the
Crescent City and has been embraced
by the fashion industry across the
United States and around the world.
Two years after his initial investment
into the New Orleans-inspired eyewear
concept, Barrett cemented his commit-
ment to the industry and his home-
town by opening a flagship brick and
mortar store on the 10th anniversary of
Hurricane Katrina’s historic landfall.
Despite the geographical challenges of
running a designer line from New Orle-
ans, Barrett has been quoted as saying,
“Krewe is about doing something from
somewhere no one expected.” This phi-
losophy rings true since New Orleans,
which certainly serves as a hub for en-
trepreneurship, has not been histori-
cally associated with the fashion indus-
try. Earlier this year, Krewe expanded
its operation by opening a second store
in Savannah, GA.

Most recently, the growth of the
Krewe brand has reached historic pro-
portions, becoming the first New Orle-
ans-based top-10 finalist for the pres-
tigious Council of Fashion Designers of
America/Vogue Fashion Fund. Krewe
received the runner-up award for tech-
nological creation of sunglasses that
double as a camera and are able to cap-
ture memories in a natural way.

For their unique creativity and com-
mitment to community, Stirling Bar-
rett and the entire team at Krewe du
Optic have made New Orleans proud.
Congratulations for being named Small
Business of the Week, and I wish you
continued growth and success.®

RECOGNIZING RUSTON ANIMAL
CLINIC

e Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, during
the month of November, our Nation
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comes together to honor and com-
memorate the service and sacrifices of
our veterans. The week of October 31
through November 4, 2016, is officially
National Veterans Small Business
Week. When our brave men and women
in uniform return to civilian life, some
turn to entrepreneurship. In fact, there
are more than 2,500,000 veteran-owned
small businesses, employing nearly
6,000,000 individuals, in the United
States. This week, I would like to rec-
ognize the veteran-owned Ruston Ani-
mal Clinic as Small Business of the
Week.

The Ruston Animal Clinic first
opened its doors in 1970 to provide pre-
ventative medicine, dental care, ortho-
pedic surgery, bathing, and boarding
for animals in north Louisiana and
over the decades has become an inte-
gral part of the local community.

Following a 4-year stint in the U.S.
Marine Corps, Marion Sewell moved to
Louisiana to earn an undergraduate de-
gree from Louisiana Tech University
and a doctorate in veterinary medicine
from Louisiana State University’s
School of Veterinary Medicine. In 2007,
Dr. Sewell moved to Ruston, began
working at the Ruston Animal Clinic,
and 2 years later took ownership of the
small business. In the dual role of
small business owner and veterinarian,
Dr. Sewell has taken a leadership role
in the Louisiana Veterinary Medical
Association and currently serves as
president-elect.

Worthy of recognition is Dr. Sewell’s
work during the deadly, historic Au-
gust flooding disaster in south Lou-
isiana. In the wake of one of the Na-
tion’s worst natural disasters over the
last decade, Dr. Sewell traveled across
the State to lend her time and talents
to assist in animal evacuation and res-
cue efforts.

Today Ruston Animal Clinic has es-
tablished a strong social media pres-
ence in order to update north Lou-
isiana pet owners and animal lovers
with pet adoption notices, missing ani-
mal alerts, and helpful information on
proper pet care.

Congratulations to Dr. Sewell and
the entire team at Ruston Animal Clin-
ic for being selected as Small Business
of the Week. I look forward to your
continued success.®

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

[ CORRECTION ] S6919
PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

SOCIAL SECURITY TOTALIZATION
AGREEMENT WITH BRAZIL, TI-
TLED “AGREEMENT ON SOCIAL
SECURITY BETWEEN THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AND THE FEDERATIVE REPUB-

LIC OF BRAZIL,” AND A RE-
LATED AGREEMENT TITLED
“ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGE-
MENT BETWEEN THE COM-

PETENT AUTHORITIES OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AND THE FEDERATIVE REPUB-
LIC OF BRAZIL FOR THE IMPLE-
MENTATION OF THE AGREEMENT
ON SOCIAL SECURITY”—PM 58

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance:

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the
Social Security Act, as amended by the
Social Security Amendments of 1977
(Public Law 95-216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)),
I transmit herewith a social security
totalization agreement with Brazil, ti-
tled ‘“‘Agreement on Social Security be-
tween the United States of America
and the Federative Republic of Brazil,”
and a related agreement titled ‘‘Ad-
ministrative Arrangement between the
Competent Authorities of the United
States of America and the Federative
Republic of Brazil for the Implementa-
tion of the Agreement on Social Secu-
rity’’ (collectively the ‘‘Agreements’’).
The Agreements were signed in Wash-
ington, D.C., on June 30, 2015.

The Agreements are similar in objec-
tive to the social security agreements
already in force with most European
Union countries, Australia, Canada,
Chile, Japan, Norway, the Republic of
Korea, and Switzerland. Such bilateral
agreements provide for limited coordi-
nation between the United States and
foreign social security systems to
eliminate dual social security coverage
and taxation and to help prevent the
lost benefit protection that can occur
when workers divide their careers be-
tween two countries.

The Agreements contain all provi-
sions mandated by section 233 of the
Social Security Act and other provi-
sions that I deem appropriate to carry
out the purposes of section 233, pursu-
ant to section 233(c)(4) of the Social Se-
curity Act.

I also transmit for the information of
the Congress a report required by sec-
tion 233(e)(1) of the Social Security Act
on the estimated number of individuals
who will be affected by the Agreements
and the Agreements’ estimated cost ef-
fect. The Department of State and the
Social Security Administration have
recommended the Agreements to me.
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I commend the Agreement on Social
Security between the United States of
America and the Federative Republic
of Brazil and the Administrative Ar-
rangement between the Competent Au-
thorities of the United States of Amer-
ica and the Federative Republic of
Brazil for the Implementation of the
Agreement on Social Security.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, December 8, 2016.

————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

At 11:056 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerics, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bills:

S. 817. An act to provide for the addition of
certain real property to the reservation of
the Siletz Tribe in the State of Oregon.

S. 818. An act to amend the Grande Ronde
Reservation Act to make technical correc-
tions, and for other purposes.

S. 2873. An act to require studies and re-
ports examining the use of, and opportuni-
ties to use, technology-enabled collaborative
learning and capacity building models to im-
prove programs of the Department of Health
and Human Services, and for other purposes.

S. 3076. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to furnish caskets and urns
for burial in cemeteries of States and tribal
organizations of veterans without next of
kin or sufficient resources to provide for cas-
kets or urns, and for other purposes.

S. 3492. An act to designate the Traverse
City VA Community-Based Outpatient Clinic
of the Department of Veterans Affairs in
Traverse City, Michigan, as the ‘Colonel
Demas T. Craw VA Clinic”.

The enrolled bills were subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. HATCH).

At 11:46 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, without amendment:

S. 1632. An act to require a regional strat-
egy to address the threat posed by Boko
Haram.

S. 3028. An act to redesignate the Olympic
Wilderness as the Daniel J. Evans Wilder-
ness.

S. 3183. An act to prohibit the circumven-
tion of control measures used by Internet
ticket sellers to ensure equitable consumer
access to tickets for any given event, and for
other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 329. An act to amend the Indian Em-
ployment, Training and Related Services
Demonstration Act of 1992 to facilitate the
ability of Indian tribes to integrate the em-
ployment, training, and related services
from diverse Federal sources, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 1219. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to convey certain land
and appurtenances of the Arbuckle Project,
Oklahoma, to the Arbuckle Master Conser-
vancy District, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3711. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct a special re-
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source study of Chicano Park, located in San
Diego, California, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4298. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Army to place in Arlington National
Cemetery a memorial honoring the heli-
copter pilots and crew members of the Viet-
nam era, and for other purposes.

H.R. 5099. An act to establish a pilot pro-
gram on partnership agreements to con-
struct new facilities for the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

H.R. 5143. An act to provide greater trans-
parency and congressional oversight of inter-
national insurance standards setting proc-
esses, and for other purposes.

H.R. 6076. An act to require the Adminis-
trator of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration to establish a program for

the medical monitoring, diagnosis, and
treatment of astronauts, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 6130. An act to provide the victims of
Holocaust-era persecution and their heirs a
fair opportunity to recover works of art con-
fiscated or misappropriated by the Nazis.

H.R. 6400. An act to revise the boundaries
of certain John H. Chafee Costal Barrier Re-
sources System units in New Jersey.

H.R. 6431. An act to ensure United States
jurisdiction over offenses committed by
United States personnel stationed in Canada
in furtherance of border security initiatives.

H.R. 6435. An act to authorize the Directors
of Veterans Integrated Service Networks of
the Department of Veterans Affairs to enter
into contracts with appropriate civilian ac-
creditation entities or appropriate health
care evaluation entities to investigate med-
ical centers of the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

The message further announced that
the House has agreed to the following
concurrent resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 181. Concurrent resolution di-
recting the Secretary of the Senate to make
a certain correction in the enrollment of S.
1635.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills,
with amendment, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

S. 2854. An act to reauthorize the Emmett
Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Act of 2007.

S. 2971. An act to authorize the National
Urban Search and Rescue Response System.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 12:28 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 34. An act to accelerate the discovery,
development, and delivery of 21st century
cures, and for other purposes.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. HATCH).

At 3:04 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, without amendment:

S. 2974. An act to ensure funding for the
National Human Trafficking Hotline, and for
other purposes.

The message further announced that
the House has passed the following bill,
in which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 4919. An act to amend the Violent
Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of
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1994, to reauthorize the Missing Alzheimer’s
Disease Patient Alert Program, and to pro-
mote initiatives that will reduce the risk of
injury and death relating to the wandering
characteristics of some children with au-
tism.

The message also announced that the
House agreed to the amendment of the
Senate to the bill (H.R. 2028) making
appropriations for energy and water de-
velopment and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2016,
and for other purposes, with amend-
ment, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate.

The message further announced that
the House has passed the following bill,
with amendment, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

S. 612. An act to designate the Federal
building and United States courthouse lo-
cated at 1300 Victoria Street in Laredo,
Texas, as the ‘‘George P. Kazen Federal
Building and United States Courthouse’.

At 5:20 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 6450. An act to amend the Inspector
General Act of 1978 to strengthen the inde-
pendence of the Inspectors General, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 6451. An act to improve the Govern-
ment-wide management of Federal property.

H.R. 6452. An act to implement the Conven-
tion on the Conservation and Management of
High Seas Fisheries Resources in the North
Pacific Ocean, to implement the Convention
on the Conservation and Management of
High Seas Fishery Resources in the South
Pacific Ocean, and for other purposes.

H.R. 6477. An act to amend chapter 97 of
title 28, United States Code, to clarify the
exception to foreign sovereign immunity set
forth in section 1605(a)(3) of such title.

H.R. 6480. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2017 for intelligence and
intelligence-related activities of the United
States Government, the Intelligence Com-
munity Management Account, and the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency Retirement and Dis-
ability System, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to following concur-
rent resolution, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 183. Concurrent resolution di-
recting the Secretary of the Senate to make
a correction in the enrollment of the bill S.
612.

At 6:00 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that pursuant to section
201(b) of the International Religious
Freedom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6431) and
the order of the House of January 6,
2015, the Speaker appoints the fol-
lowing individual on the part of the
House of Representatives to the Com-
mission on International Religious
Freedom for a term ending May 14,
2018: Dr. Tenzin Dorjee of Fullerton,
California, to succeed Ms. Hannah
Rosenthal.

The message also announced that
pursuant to section 4 of the Virgin Is-
lands of the United States Centennial
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