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Officer Rose began working for the 

Wayne State University Police Depart-
ment in 2011, where he was dually 
sworn in as a Detroit police officer. As 
a 5-year veteran of the department, he 
patrolled Wayne State University’s 
campus, as well as a greater portion of 
the midtown Detroit area. He was also 
working to complete his master’s de-
gree at Wayne State University. 

His greatest passion was working 
with canines; he was a proud member 
of the Metro Detroit Schutzhund Club. 
He also served as the K9 unit trainer 
for the Wayne State University Police 
Department. Officer Rose and his 
trained canines were often called upon 
by other law enforcement agencies, 
such as the FBI, ATF, Secret Service, 
the Detroit police, and Detroit public 
schools, to assist in searches for sus-
pects, narcotics, and explosives. 

Officer Rose was very much engaged 
with the community he served. He 
would go to nearby schools to give 
demonstrations and speak to students. 
Since 2013, he has been a memorial bi-
cyclist for the Police Unity Tour to 
raise funds and honor fallen officers. 

The tragedy that took his life oc-
curred on November 22, 2016, while Offi-
cer Rose was responding to reports of 
burglaries in the area. While inves-
tigating, he questioned a person on a 
bicycle who opened fire on Officer 
Rose, leaving him critically wounded. 
On November 23, 2016, Officer Rose suc-
cumbed to his injuries and passed away 
at Detroit Receiving Hospital. He is 
the first fallen officer of the Wayne 
State University Police Department. 

Again, today I wish to ask my col-
leagues to join me in tribute to a cou-
rageous young man, who undauntedly 
served his community, as well as the 
State of Michigan. Officer Rose and his 
family are owed a debt of gratitude for 
his tremendous sacrifice. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BOB PROUD 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to recognize Clermont County 
commissioner Bob Proud on a distin-
guished career serving the residents of 
Clermont County and southern Ohio. 

A seven-term Clermont County, OH, 
commissioner, Bob is a lifelong 
Clermont County resident. He grew up 
on a small farm in Batavia Township 
and graduated from Amelia High 
School. After Bob graduated from Cum-
berland College, he began his career in 
public service working for Clermont 
Senior Services. 

Bob is a champion of the community 
and a committed public servant to 
Clermont County, serving in a number 
of capacities, from the construction of 
a new Clermont County animal shelter 
in 2002, the reclamation of the former 
Ford transmission plant on State 
Route 32, to his service for senior citi-
zens as a Meals on Wheels volunteer 
and his work on the Coalition for a 
Drug-Free Clermont County. For the 
last 25 years, Bob has served as chair-
man of the Ohio Valley Regional Devel-

opment Commission, OVRDC, a public 
regional planning commission that 
serves 12 southern Ohio counties. Bob 
has and continues to serve Clermont 
County with integrity and distinction. 

Bob is also a champion for our 
troops, veterans, and their families. He 
has been nationally recognized for his 
work on behalf of our military, as he 
founded the ‘‘Whole In My Heart’’ mili-
tary family support group. As he pre-
pares to retire from this position, I 
commend him for his hard work and 
leadership to make southern Ohio a 
better place to live and work. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ A. 
BAXTER 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to recognize an Arkansan who 
has made a profound impact on the ag-
riculture industry in my home State of 
Arkansas and the Nation. 

William ‘‘Bill’’ A. Baxter earned his 
bachelor of science degree from the 
University of Arkansas in 1949. Since 
then, Bill has been a leader on agricul-
tural issues and has served in various 
roles to advance the interests of the 
farming community. 

As president of both Baxter Land 
Company and Camp Nine Company, 
Bill is the head of two family corpora-
tions that own 20,000 acres of land in 
southeast Arkansas and produce cot-
ton, rice, soybeans, corn, wheat, grain, 
sorghum, timber, and catfish. He was 
also an organizer and partner in sev-
eral cotton production organizations 
and is a past president of the Agricul-
tural Council of Arkansas. He has been 
a director and chairman of the Cotton 
Board, a member and delegate of the 
National Cotton Council, and a board 
member of Cotton Council Inter-
national. 

Baxter has also received the ‘‘Arkan-
sas Cotton Achievement Award,’’ 
which recognized his many accomplish-
ments within the agricultural commu-
nity. He was inducted into the Arkan-
sas Agricultural Hall of Fame in 1999. 

In addition to being a promoter and 
political voice for cotton and agri-
culture in Arkansas and the United 
States, over the course of his life, Bax-
ter has been an avid outdoorsman and 
conservationist. Bill’s advocacy on be-
half of Arkansas agriculture has made 
a significant impact on an industry 
that plays a vitally important role in 
our State’s economy and culture. 

This December, Bill is being inducted 
into the Cotton Research and Pro-
motion Hall of Fame. This program 
recognizes U.S. cotton industry leaders 
who have made substantial contribu-
tions to the cotton industry. 

I congratulate Bill on receiving yet 
another award acknowledging his sup-
port for and contribution to agri-
culture in Arkansas and throughout 
the country. This is a well-deserved 
honor, and I appreciate Bill’s years of 
dedication to this industry.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO LARRY K. JAMES 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to recognize University of Cen-
tral Arkansas Police Chief Larry K. 
James for more than 40 years of service 
in law enforcement. Chief James began 
his service at the University of Central 
Arkansas in 1993 and is retiring in Jan-
uary 2017. 

Prior to taking his position at the 
head of UCA’s police department, 
James served as deputy chief of police 
at San Jose State University, as well 
director of public safety for the Port-
land Community College District. He 
has committed his career to strength-
ening public safety on college cam-
puses by cultivating professional law 
enforcement practices that have made 
campus communities safer. 

Chief James has also represented Ar-
kansas and the law enforcement com-
munity incredibly well. He is past 
president of the Arkansas Association 
of Chiefs of Police, which represents 
more than 200 chief law enforcement 
executives throughout the State. Addi-
tionally, he has served as govern-
mental affairs representative and con-
sultant-evaluator with the Inter-
national Association of Campus Law 
Enforcement Administrators. 

James has implemented community- 
oriented policing programs by bringing 
together various groups and organiza-
tions to resolve crime-related problems 
and enhance safety on the campuses he 
has been apart of. He is a proven and 
steadfast leader. 

When a shooting occurred on the 
campus of UCA on October 26, 2008, 
James’s work in preparing his depart-
ment and the university community to 
respond to a threatening event was put 
to the test. Training to respond to this 
type of incident, directed by Chief 
James, resulted in the suspects being 
quickly apprehended before further 
loss of life could occur. 

Chief Larry James has dedicated his 
entire career to public safety and pro-
tecting his community. I want to 
thank Chief James for his tireless dedi-
cation and wish him well in his retire-
ment. I hope others in the law enforce-
ment community will look to his 
record as an example of how rewarding 
and meaningful a career in public serv-
ice can be.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MOREY AND SONDRA 
MYERS 

∑ Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, today it 
gives me great pleasure to congratu-
late Morey and Sondra Myers of Scran-
ton, PA, on their 60th wedding anniver-
sary. Morey and Sondra have dedicated 
their lives to each other and their fam-
ily, inspiring all of us through six dec-
ades of devotion to one another and 
have established themselves as true 
citizens dedicated to philanthropy. I 
congratulate Morey and Sondra on this 
anniversary of their lives together. I 
have had the honor to know both of 
them for 40 years, and I have benefited 
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greatly from their loyal friendship. 
Sondra and Morey have come to em-
body the spirit of public service, and I 
have no doubt that Pennsylvania and 
the Nation are better places due to 
their hard work, dedication, and pas-
sion. 

Sondra and Morey served the people 
of Pennsylvania during my father’s 
time as Governor of Pennsylvania. 
Sondra was cultural adviser to the 
Governor and Morey served as general 
counsel. The Commonwealth benefited 
greatly from their hard work and ex-
emplary service. 

Sondra Myers is currently a senior 
fellow for international, civic, and cul-
tural projects at the University of 
Scranton and the director of the 
Schemel Forum. She has made it her 
life’s work to bring about the integra-
tion of culture into public policy and 
to strengthen the culture of democracy 
worldwide. She has served as the chair 
of the Pennsylvania Humanities Coun-
cil, president of the Federation of 
State Humanities Councils, and was 
the founding president of Citizens for 
the Arts in Pennsylvania and the State 
Arts Advocacy League of America. Her 
work ethic and passion were called 
upon in 1980 when President Jimmy 
Carter appointed her to serve on the 
U.S. Commission of Fine Arts and 
again in 2011 when President Barack 
Obama appointed her to serve on the 
Commission on Presidential Scholars. 
A frequent contributor to the Scranton 
Times-Tribune’s opinion page and the 
author and editor of several books, 
Sondra has worked hard to eloquently 
spread her message of the central role 
that citizens play in a successful de-
mocracy and the crucial role of higher 
education in preparing an engaged citi-
zenry. Sondra has traveled throughout 
the world to present programs on de-
mocracy and civil society, and through 
her numerous published works, 
symposia, lectures, and personal rela-
tionships, she has spread her influence 
to a wide array of countries, cultures, 
and people. 

Morey Myers is one of the most re-
spected lawyers in Pennsylvania, with 
decades of legal experience which 
began with his graduation from the 
Yale University School of Law. His ca-
reer continued to grow through his 
time as general counsel and remains 
active today as a partner in the Scran-
ton law firm of Myers, Brier & Kelly 
LLP, which he helped to found. He has 
served as adviser and counsel to busi-
nesses and governments, leaving his in-
delible mark on countless lives and 
causes. His dedication to the rule of 
law and social justice were forged in 
the 1960s when, during the Civil Rights 
movement, he travelled to the South to 
provide legal services for those taking 
on the forces of segregation and rac-
ism. He has served as consultant to the 
President’s Commission on Campus Un-
rest, Pennsylvania assistant attorney 
general, chief counsel to Pennsylva-
nia’s Milk Control Commission, and he 
currently serves as a fellow for the 

American Bar Association. He has re-
mained active in academia as a visiting 
lecturer at Yale University, Rutgers 
University, the University of Scranton, 
Haverford College, Hamilton College, 
the University of Wyoming, Lafayette 
College, and Temple University. 

This brief overview of the lives of 
Sondra and Morey Myers cannot fully 
encompass all they have accomplished, 
nor adequately describe the depth of 
their compassion, dedication, and love 
of community. As a Scrantonian who 
represents the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, I am proud to call them 
neighbors and friends. I would like to 
once again extend my congratulations 
to Sondra and Morey on 60 years of 
marriage and to commend them for 
their decades of public service. I wish 
them continued happiness in the years 
ahead.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
At 12:03 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

S. 2577. An act to protect crime victims’ 
rights, to eliminate the substantial backlog 
of DNA and other forensic evidence samples 
to improve and expand the forensic science 
testing capacity of Federal, State, and local 
crime laboratories, to increase research and 
development of new testing technologies, to 
develop new training programs regarding the 
collection and use of forensic evidence, to 
provide post-conviction testing of DNA evi-
dence to exonerate the innocent, to support 
accreditation efforts of forensic science lab-
oratories and medical examiner officers, to 
address training and equipment needs, to im-
prove the performance of counsel in State 
capital cases, and for other purposes. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. HATCH). 

At 2:44 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, without amendment: 

S. 795. An act to enhance whistleblower 
protection for contractor and grantee em-
ployees. 

S. 3395. An act to require limitations on 
prescribed burns. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 2726. An act to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint commemorative 
coins in recognition of the 50th anniversary 
of the first manned landing on the Moon. 

H.R. 5015. An act to restore amounts im-
properly withheld for tax purposes from sev-
erance payments to individuals who retired 
or separated from service in the Armed 
Forces for combat-related injuries, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 6415. An act to provide for the ap-
pointment of members of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Office of Compliance to replace 
members whose terms expire during 2017, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 6427. An act to improve the operation 
of United States capital markets, and for 
other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the following 
concurrent resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con Res. 179. Concurrent resolution di-
recting the Secretary of the Senate to make 
certain corrections in the enrollment of S. 
2943. 

The message also announced that the 
House passed the following bill, with 
an amendment, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

S. 1635. An act to authorize the Depart-
ment of State for fiscal year 2016, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following concurrent resolution 
was read, and referred as indicated: 

H. Con. Res. 40. Concurrent resolution en-
couraging reunions of divided Korean Amer-
ican families; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute: 

S. 2997. A bill to direct the Federal Com-
munications Commission to commence pro-
ceedings related to the resiliency of critical 
telecommunications networks during times 
of emergency, and for other purposes (Rept. 
No. 114–392). 

S. 3097. A bill to establish the SelectUSA 
program, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 
114–393). 

By Mr. GRASSLEY, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary: 

Report to accompany S. 2763, a bill to pro-
vide the victims of Holocaust-era persecu-
tion and their heirs a fair opportunity to re-
cover works of art confiscated or misappro-
priated by the Nazis (Rept. No. 114–394). 

By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute: 

S. 421. A bill to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to provide for greater trans-
parency and efficiency in the procedures fol-
lowed by the Federal Communications Com-
mission, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
without amendment: 
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