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forward to turning to it as soon as pos-
sible after House action. I will have 
more on that later. 

We are also working to wrap up a 
number of conference reports, includ-
ing for the Defense authorization bill 
and the Water Resources Development 
Act. 

Last night I took the next step on 
the Defense conference report so we 
can pass it this week. This legislation 
will provide more of the tools service-
members need to take on national se-
curity challenges, help strengthen our 
military posture, and support our men 
and women in uniform with the bene-
fits and pay raises they have earned. 

I hope the Senate will also take the 
next step soon on the Water Resources 
Development Act conference report. 
This water resources conference report 
will invest in our Nation’s waterways 
infrastructure, enhance commerce, and 
support safe and reliable water sources 
to prevent future situations, such as 
the one we saw in Flint, MI. To that 
point, this bill also includes assistance 
for families such as those in Flint who 
have already been impacted by lead 
poisoning. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAN COATS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, we 

all remember where we were on Sep-
tember 11, 2001. The man we honor 
today certainly does. He was in Berlin. 
He had only just begun his second day 
as Ambassador to Germany, and then 
everything changed. 

Planes smashed into the World Trade 
Center. Terrorists attacked the Pen-
tagon, where his son-in-law worked. 
Thankfully, his family emerged unbro-
ken that day. Others were not so fortu-
nate. 

Ambassador COATS found himself 
thrown into a role he couldn’t have 
foreseen a day earlier, a role in which 
he would excel but one that would for-
ever change him. Those who know DAN 
COATS say that day in September af-
fected him profoundly. It shook him as 
a father, it sharpened him as a policy-
maker, and it clarified the stakes and 
his sense of responsibility. 

He may not have known it then, but 
he would feel the tug of that responsi-
bility many years later and answer the 
call. 

Senator COATS had enjoyed a success-
ful congressional career when he de-
cided to retire in 1998. He earned a rep-
utation for working hard, getting 
things accomplished, becoming an in-
dispensable member of his conference. 
In fact, after DAN announced his deci-
sion not to seek reelection, then-Ma-
jority Leader Trent Lott rang him up 
and said: ‘‘You can’t leave,’’ Lott re-
called saying. ‘‘I can’t go forward in 
the Senate without you.’’ 

DAN’s success was no accident. He 
learned the legislative ropes working 
for an up-and-coming Congressman 
named Dan Quayle. He applied that 
knowledge as he progressed from 
Quayle’s staffer to Quayle’s successor, 
first in the House, then in the Senate. 

This was evident whether DAN was 
refocused on rebuilding the military 
after the Cold War, bringing oppor-
tunity to low-income families and chil-
dren, even dissecting the finer points of 
American garbage policy—yes, garbage 
policy. 

Toward the beginning of DAN’s time 
in the Senate, Hoosier landfills were 
filling with New Jersey trash, and Hoo-
siers were fed up. So in came DAN with 
a war cry—‘‘Don’t dump on us!’’—and 
just the right blend of determination, 
legislative know-how, and humor to 
capture the attention of colleagues and 
the hearts of constituents. 

Some were unamused in DC or Tren-
ton, but back in Indiana, Hoosiers were 
over the Moon. For many, their first 
introduction to this plucky new Sen-
ator came through his famous Senate 
trash ad, the Coats for Senate commer-
cial, which featured a cigar-chomping 
garbageman from Jersey, earned DAN a 
place in the hallowed halls of campaign 
legend—and perhaps a ticket back to 
the Senate. 

While Senator Lott may not have 
been able to persuade DAN to run for 
reelection 8 years later, he did offer 
this prophetic statement as he bid him 
farewell: 

[Dan Coats] is leaving the Senate, but he is 
not leaving us. 

I have a feeling that he is going to have a 
real influence in many ways for the rest of 
his life, and he is going to stay close to all 
of us. 

How right he was. 
Fast forward to just over a decade 

later, former Senator COATS looked out 
and saw a country in crisis, adrift on 
the world stage, stagnant at home, and 
sliding into despair. DAN was deeply 
unsettled. He shared his concerns with 
his wife Marsha. He realized he had two 
choices. He could sit back and watch or 
he could do something. 

DAN COATS chose to do something. 
His election was hardly a sure thing. 
He pulled through anyway. When he re-
turned to the Capitol, he put his head 
down and he got right to work. DAN 
can be a man of few words. He doesn’t 
always feel the need to speak up, but 
when he does, people pay attention. It 
is a true mark of distinction in a body 
such as this with its big egos and sharp 
elbows. 

People listen to this former Ambas-
sador when he explains the ins and outs 
of foreign policy. People listen to this 
veteran of previous health care debates 
when he dissects the problems of 
ObamaCare. 

When this fiscal expert shares his 
waste of the week, people pay atten-
tion. It is how we learned taxpayer dol-
lars were being spent on Swedish mas-
sages for bunny rabbits. It is how we 
discovered taxpayer money was being 
wasted to determine whether ‘‘hang-
er,’’ that is ‘‘hunger’’ plus ‘‘anger,’’ is a 
real thing. 

Senator COATS knew he wasn’t going 
to solve all of our Nation’s problems as 
one Senator in one term, but he under-
stood the important contributions he 

could make. He also recognized his re-
sponsibility to make them. In the proc-
ess, he cemented a legacy that will 
long outlast him in the Senate. It will 
certainly continue on in my office. My 
own chief of staff, Sharon Soderstrom, 
is a Coats alum. Speaker RYAN’s chief 
of staff, Dave Hoppe, is another Coats 
alum. The list of Coats staffers who 
have gone on to achieve great things— 
from former White House chief speech-
writer Michael Gerson to incoming In-
diana Governor Eric Holcomb—is as 
long as it is impressive. 

I know DAN is looking forward to 
spending more time at Wrigley Field 
after he retires. Here is the tweet DAN 
sent out last month: ‘‘A century in the 
making, we finally made it. What a 
great day to be a Cubs fan.’’ 

It is hard to overstate the impor-
tance of the moment for him. I mean, 
this is a guy who spent part of his hon-
eymoon—his honeymoon—at Wrigley 
Field. So I wonder if maybe, just 
maybe, he was able to see a little of 
himself in his favorite team—maybe in 
a guy like fellow Indiana University 
Hoosier Kyle Schwarber—a standout 
player who stepped away from the 
game for a season and then came back 
and picked right up where he left off 
without a hitch, knocking it out of the 
park just when his team needed him 
most. 

DAN promises he is not coming back 
a third time. We will see. It is obvious 
DAN never needed the office or the 
title—not the first time, not the second 
time, not a third time. 

That said, I know DAN isn’t going to 
stop caring. I know he isn’t going to 
stop working. So we are going to keep 
the DAN COATS ‘‘bat signal’’ plugged in. 
Should the people call out for a hero 
yet again, I hope our friend will suit up 
one more time because, if nothing else, 
we are really going to miss him. 

So let us recognize and congratulate 
Senator COATS for his many years of 
service. Let us wish him well in his lat-
est retirement, and let me personally 
thank him for his wise counsel and 
trusted friendship. 

I will miss you, my friend. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO MARK KIRK 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 

Senator MARK KIRK has never been one 
to be intimidated by a challenge. He is 
willing to work hard even when the 
going gets tough. He never shies away 
from a tough debate, and he always 
comes prepared. He has been defying 
the odds for a long time and inspiring 
others along the way. 

Nearly 5 years ago, Senator KIRK suf-
fered a debilitating stroke—one that 
threatened to end his Senate service 
nearly as soon as it had begun. In the 
blink of an eye, KIRK went from jug-
gling constituent meetings and com-
mittee hearings to lying in a hospital 
bed wondering if he would ever walk 
again or talk again or read again. 

If Senator KIRK had decided to just 
quit the Senate and focus on his recov-
ery, no one would have blamed him. 
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But he didn’t do that. He never lost 
hope. He never gave up. He set his 
sights on getting back to work for the 
people of Illinois and the Nation. That 
is exactly what he did. 

We were there to witness his triumph 
several months later. Cane in hand, a 
smile on his face, JOE MANCHIN to one 
side, JOE BIDEN to the other, one foot 
in front of the other, Senator MARK 
KIRK climbed and climbed and climbed. 
He ascended each of those 45 Capitol 
steps to the top of this Chamber as we 
all cheered him on. 

MARK could rest assured no one was 
going to let him fall that day. And Sen-
ator MANCHIN could rest assured that 
he wouldn’t have to go another day 
waiting for his buddy to return. 

Days after MARK’s stroke, Senator 
MANCHIN hopped on a flight to Chicago 
to check on his friend in person. He 
saw firsthand the many challenges 
KIRK had to overcome in recovery. But 
he never doubted MARK’s will, deter-
mination, or desire to get back to 
work. 

KIRK, he said, is like the Energizer 
Bunny. He just keeps going and going 
and going. 

MANCHIN and KIRK might seem like 
an unconventional pair. One is a Demo-
crat, the other a Republican. The West 
Virginian is an outdoorsman, the Illi-
nois Senator is a gamer. Senator 
MANCHIN is a mountaineer, and Senator 
KIRK ascends skyscrapers. 

But as the senior Senator from West 
Virginia put it, they ‘‘just clicked from 
day one’’ and quickly became the best 
of friends. Now they go boating to-
gether. They meet for lunch nearly 
every Thursday. And they support each 
other. The support of good friends like 
Senator MANCHIN has been critical to 
Senator KIRK’s dramatic recovery. 

He has found support in other places, 
too, including the mailbox. A few 
weeks after his stroke, Jackson, a 9- 
year-old fellow stroke survivor from Il-
linois, wrote Senator KIRK to share his 
own story and some words of encour-
agement. ‘‘Do not give up on yourself,’’ 
Jackson wrote. ‘‘All the hard work is 
worth it.’’ 

‘‘P.S.,’’ he said, ‘‘I think kids should 
get paid to go to school.’’ 

The pair quickly became pen pals and 
even picked up a new joint sport of 
tower climbing in their rehabilitation. 

Senator KIRK calls Jackson his per-
sonal hero. Last year, he invited him 
to visit Washington and be his guest at 
the State of the Union. To hear KIRK 
tell it, he may have never made it back 
for that address at all without Jack-
son’s support and kind words. 

I know the support he received from 
his fellow home State Senator didn’t 
go unnoticed either. After MARK’s 
stroke, Senator DURBIN visited KIRK’s 
staff, offering to help out however he 
could. 

Senator KIRK’s story reminds us that 
the Senate can be more than just a 
place of work, it can actually be a fam-
ily. In his own words, ‘‘The things that 
divide us in politics are infinitesimal 

compared with the dignity of our com-
mon humanity.’’ It is a powerful mes-
sage, and I think it is one we can all 
learn from. 

Senator KIRK said that America’s 
men and women in uniform represent 
‘‘the greatest force for human dignity 
on Earth.’’ He is right. And the work 
he has done to help us meet the obliga-
tion our Nation has to military fami-
lies and our veterans will endure be-
yond his term. 

MARK KIRK, a veteran himself, under-
stands the sacrifices our servicemem-
bers and their families make each day 
on our behalf. He knows they deserve 
our full support, not only when they 
are on Active Duty but also after their 
tours are complete. 

That is why he has worked to help 
guarantee the quality of health care 
that our heroes are counting on. It is 
why he has worked to help eliminate 
corruption within the VA so that our 
veterans receive timely care as well. 

He has proven himself as a leader on 
national security issues too. He under-
stands the value of our alliances and 
worked to strengthen them, especially 
with Israel. 

He has a clear-eyed view of our ad-
versaries too and has never been afraid 
to speak out or take action, from 
North Korea to Iran. When it comes to 
Iran specifically, Senator KIRK was the 
tip of the spear on this issue, bringing 
attention to the threat of Iran’s ag-
gressive behavior and pushing for legis-
lation to help hold Tehran accountable. 

He has long been an advocate for 
critical Iran sanctions like those ex-
tended just this past week, even when 
the administration pushed back and 
even when Democratic colleagues 
pushed back too. He doesn’t back down, 
and thanks to efforts like his, we were 
able to see the legislation through. 

So, yes, Senator KIRK may be leaving 
the Senate, but he has cast a long 
shadow here. And he is not done yet. 
We know he will not stop looking out 
for our country. We know he will not 
stop advocating for stroke survivors. 
We know he is not going to stop. He 
will just keep going and going and 
going as he always has. 

Senator KIRK reminds each of us that 
it is possible to persevere through even 
the most difficult of obstacles life pre-
sents. So, today, we thank him for the 
impact he has made on this body, for 
the inspiration he has been to so many, 
and for the years he has dedicated to 
serving the people of Illinois. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic whip is recognized. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, has the 
Chair announced the business of the 
Senate? 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

TSUNAMI WARNING, EDUCATION, 
AND RESEARCH ACT OF 2015 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the House mes-
sage to accompany H.R. 34, which the 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

House message to accompany H.R. 34, an 
act to authorize and strengthen the tsunami 
detection, forecast, warning, research, and 
mitigation program of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, and for 
other purposes. 

Pending: 
McConnell motion to concur in the amend-

ment of the House to the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill. 

McConnell motion to concur in the amend-
ment of the House to the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill, with McConnell amend-
ment No. 5117, to change the enactment date. 

McConnell amendment No. 5118 (to amend-
ment No. 5117), of a perfecting nature. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

DEPARTING SENATORS 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, let me 

say at the outset that I took the floor 
last week and said a few words in trib-
ute and friendship to my colleague, 
Senator KIRK. I am glad to hear the 
majority leader’s statement this morn-
ing. It was spot-on, and it captured his 
public spirit, as well as his personal 
strength, that has brought him to this 
moment in history. I have been hon-
ored to serve with him for the last 6 
years. 

I would say to my colleague Senator 
COATS from Indiana: We served to-
gether in the House, in the Senate, and 
I actually visited him when he was an 
ambassador representing the United 
States in Germany. It is an amazing 
public career on his part, and I wish 
him the very best for whatever the fu-
ture holds for him. 

DACA 
Mr. President, I wish to tell a story 

about an extraordinary young woman 
whom some of you may know. Her 
name is Laura Alvarado. When she was 
8 years old, Laura was brought to the 
United States from Mexico. She grew 
up in Chicago in my home State of Illi-
nois. 

In high school, she was an extraor-
dinary student and was involved in ex-
tracurricular and volunteer activities. 
She was a member of the National 
Honor Society. She played soccer, ten-
nis, basketball, and was a member of 
student government, the school news-
paper, the chess club, the yearbook 
club, and many more. She decided to go 
to Northeastern Illinois University. 
She worked two jobs while she was 
going to school because she didn’t qual-
ify for any Federal assistance to go to 
college. 

In 2006, she graduated with honors 
from Northeastern. Her major was jus-
tice studies. But then she was stuck 
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