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lentils. After hours of listening to the
trade officials and Mr. Castro, she was
successful in convincing him to buy
lentils. The lentils he eventually
bought were from North Dakota.

We have an opportunity to access
this market—not just for North Dakota
but for the State of Washington, for
the State of Louisiana, for the State of
Arkansas, for the State of Kansas. For
all of our agricultural producers, open
this market, give us the ability to do
what we do in every other place. We
aren’t putting taxpayer dollars at risk.
We are simply asking for access to
markets.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SASSE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
REMEMBERING GEORGIA POWERS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
wish to mourn the loss of an honored
Kentuckian and civil rights icon. Geor-
gia Powers, who fought for civil rights
and marched in protest of racial injus-
tice, died on January 30. She was 92
years old.

As the first African American to
serve in Kentucky’s State Senate,
Georgia Powers paved the way for Afri-
can Americans in Kentucky to enter
public service. Even before her election
to the senate, she had earned recogni-
tion across the State for her efforts to
fight for equal rights.

In 1964 she helped organize a march
on Frankfort to support a bill that
would open public accommodations to
African Americans. In 1966, thanks in
part to her work, the Kentucky Gen-
eral Assembly passed a civil rights law,
making Kentucky the first southern
State to do so.

Among the many supporters Powers
brought to Frankfort for the 1964
march were baseball legend Jackie
Robinson—the man who broke the
color barrier in professional baseball—
and the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Powers remained a close con-
fidant of King’s until his death in 1968.

Georgia Powers was born in 1923 in
Washington County, KY, as one of nine
children. Her family moved to Louis-
ville when she was a little girl, and
Louisville was the city that she loved
her whole life and represented in the
Kentucky Senate.

Georgia Powers’ political career was
born out of her fight for civil rights.
She tried to work with members of the
Kentucky Legislature on antidiscrimi-
nation laws and found them
unreceptive. So when the incumbent
senator in her home district in Louis-
ville chose not to run again in 1967, she
moved from protest to politics.
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The first piece of legislation she
sponsored in the senate, a bill for open
housing, passed 28 to 3. That was the
beginning of a successful 21-year polit-
ical career. She would go on to become
the chairwoman of the senate’s labor
and industry committee and the spon-
sor of the Equal Rights Amendment in
Kentucky.

One of the earliest bills she intro-
duced in the State senate was to re-
move racial identification from State
drivers’ licenses. Powers has said that
she was prompted to do this based on
her own experience as a 16-year-old try-
ing to get a drivers’ license. She was
asked her race and the sting of dis-
crimination stayed with her.

Georgia Powers built a stronger, fair-
er Kentucky by her life’s work and her
leadership. She was an inspiration to
many, including me, for her determina-
tion in the face of injustice. I knew and
worked with Senator Powers back
when I served as the Judge-Executive
of Jefferson County. I can personally
attest that she was funny, tenacious,
and tough as nails—an admirable
woman and a respected senator.

Georgia Powers is remembered and
mourned by many, including Louisville
Mayor Greg Fischer, Kentucky Gov-
ernor Matt Bevin, and even boxing leg-
end Muhammad Ali. Many Kentuckians
in public service today cite her as a
guiding influence.

Georgia Powers made fighting dis-
crimination her legacy. I ask my Sen-
ate colleagues to join me in honoring
her as one of Kentucky’s most impor-
tant leaders and a champion of civil
rights. She will be remembered as a
Kentuckian of courage and conviction,
and she is greatly missed.

———

REMEMBERING U.S. CAPITOL PO-
LICE OFFICER VERNON ALSTON,
JR.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, today I
wish to remember U.S. Capitol Police
Officer Vernon Alston, who passed
away on January 23, 2016. Officer Al-
ston was a fixture on the Capitol
Grounds for 20 years, and he is missed
by the many who were honored to have
known him.

Those who knew Officer Alston best
describe him as someone who loved his
family, his job, and helping others. For
two decades, he helped members of the
Capitol Hill community by keeping us
safe, and on the day he passed away, he
helped members of his own community
in Magnolia, DE, by shoveling snow for
his neighbors.

Officer Alston was a caring and mod-
est man who took great pride in his
work. As a former Capitol Police offi-
cer myself, I understand the dedication
and sacrifice required of members of
the Capitol Police force, and Officer Al-
ston was an exemplar of these traits. I
am saddened that the U.S. Capitol Po-
lice has lost one of our own, but I will
always be grateful for Officer Alston’s
service to the Capitol Police force and
to our Nation.
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Officer Alston was loved dearly by
his friends and family. He is survived
by his wife Nicole; daughters Brittany
and Yasmeen; and sons Brandon, Israel,
and Breyden. My condolences go out to
Officer Alston’s family during this dif-
ficult time.

——————

RECENT REGULATORY CHANGES
RELATED TO CUBA

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, last week
the administration took another step
in unraveling the web of onerous, mis-
guided, and self-defeating restrictions
on the ability of American citizens to
travel to Cuba and to interact with the
people of Cuba.

Effective as of January 27, the De-
partments of Treasury and Commerce
published revised regulations that end
certain payment and financing restric-
tions, allow for more authorized ex-
ports to Cuba in a variety of sectors,
and expand authorized travel -cat-
egories and allow additional travel-re-
lated transactions.

Restrictions on providing access to
credit, which have been among the
most commonly cited barriers to ex-
porting to Cuba, were removed. Treas-
ury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control
amended regulations regarding non-
agricultural exports, and it is now pos-
sible for U.S. banks to provide direct fi-
nancing for authorized exports to Cuba,
as opposed to requiring cash in advance
or routing through a third country
which had stymied many transactions
that could benefit American companies
and Cuban consumers.

General licenses, meaning that a spe-
cific license application is no longer re-
quired, are now provided for a variety
of categories, including telecommuni-
cations items that improve commu-
nications to, from, and among Cubans;
certain agricultural items, such as in-
secticides and equipment, although not
agricultural commodities; items for
the safety of civil aviation and safe op-
eration of commercial aircraft; and
items necessary for the environmental
protection of U.S. and international air
quality, waters, or coastlines including
items related to renewable energy or
energy efficiency.

And it is now permissible, subject to
case-by-case review, to export to some
Cuban state-owned enterprises that
“provide goods and services to the
Cuban people.” This includes items for
agricultural production, education,
food processing, public transportation,
wholesale distribution, and construc-
tion of facilities for supplying energy,
among others. As much as we disagree
with many of the policies of the Cuban
Government, it is undeniable that it
provides health care, education, public
transportation, and many other serv-
ices that the Cuban people rely on.

However, exports to state-owned en-
terprises that primarily generate rev-
enue for the government remain ineli-
gible to receive U.S. exports along with
military, police, intelligence, and secu-
rity services.
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Categories for authorized travel to
Cuba have been expanded to include or-
ganizing professional meetings and for
professional media and artistic produc-
tions such as movies, TV, and music,
among others. These are long overdue
and will be welcomed by American
scholars, artists, and journalists. I am
disappointed, however, that American
tourists are still prohibited from trav-
eling to Cuba, unlike to any other
country in the world.

These are all positive steps, for which
I commend the White House. Frankly,
it is hard to believe that it has taken
so long to finally begin to dismantle a
policy of unilateral sanctions against
Cuba when it has been obvious for so
many years that it has failed to
achieve any of its objectives, while it
was hurting the people of both coun-
tries.

But a great deal remains to be done
to reverse 50 years of an ill-conceived,
punitive policy. It is for that reason
that I urge the Administration to act
expeditiously to take further action,
including amending regulations that
would allow Cuba to use the U.S. dollar
in third-party country transactions,
which would greatly facilitate U.S.-
Cuban commerce.

The Treasury Department should
also do what the American people want
by letting them travel to Cuba on a
people-to-people license as individuals
and stop treating them like children
and making them pay thousands of dol-
lars to large tour group operators. The
U.S. Government is not in the business
of requiring costly chaperones for
Americans who travel anywhere else
overseas, and it should not do so for
Americans traveling 90 miles to Cuba.

Allowing all Americans to travel
under a general license would signifi-
cantly boost the number of Americans
traveling to Cuba, it would create a
much richer travel experience, and it
would save taxpayers money.

There are some who will undoubtedly
continue to insist that any change in
policy is somehow a capitulation to the
Cuban Government and that, because
Cuba’s Communist Party remains in
control, we should continue supporting
a policy that has helped keep them
there. That illogical, myopic view has
been repudiated by a huge majority of
the Cuban people, including some of
Cuba’s most outspoken critics of the
government, and it is rejected by a
large and increasing majority of Amer-
icans, including Cuban-Americans.

The White House has all the support
it needs from the American public, the
business community, farmers, ranch-
ers, energy companies, faith-based
groups, academia, the media, the sci-
entific and medical community, and so
many others across this country to
take bold action to expand engagement
with Cuba. There is no time to waste.

———
TRIBUTE TO STEVEN M.
DETTELBACH

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I would
like to recognize U.S. Attorney Steven
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M. Dettelbach for his years of excellent
public service as he begins a new chap-
ter in his legal career. Steve has served
as the U.S. attorney for the northern
district of Ohio for nearly 7 years after
the Senate unanimously confirmed him
to this position in 2009. Steve is a
former member of my Judiciary Com-
mittee staff, and I have known him for
more than a decade. I am very proud of
all that he has accomplished.

Steve earned his undergraduate de-
gree from Dartmouth College and his
law degree from Harvard Law School.
After law school, Steve clerked for
Judge Stanley Sporkin of the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the District of Colum-
bia. He went on to serve in the Depart-
ment of Justice’s civil rights division
from 1992 to 1997 and then in the U.S.
attorney’s office for the district of
Maryland from 1997 to 2001.

In 2001, Steve joined my Judiciary
Committee staff. Steve impressed me
with his sound judgment and his out-
standing work with both Republican
and Democratic offices. Steve worked
on a broad range of issues, including
drafting and negotiating key whistle-
blower and criminal fraud provisions of
the Sarbanes-Oxley Act. He played a
central role on our oversight team and
helped draft an important bipartisan
report on the implementation of FISA.
The report, written with Senators
GRASSLEY and SPECTER, was the cul-
mination of the committee’s first com-
prehensive oversight effort of the FBI
in nearly two decades. After his tenure
with my office, Steve served as an as-
sistant U.S. attorney in the northern
district of Ohio. He then joined Baker
& Hostetler as a partner before he was
nominated to his current position.

As the U.S. attorney for the northern
district of Ohio, Steve has been at the
forefront of enforcing civil rights laws,
including bringing some of the first
cases under the Matthew Shepard and
James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Preven-
tion Act of 2009. He has organized edu-
cational events on issues such as
human trafficking, hate crimes, and
police use of force, and formed the
United Against Hate religious coalition
in the wake of a racially motivated
arson at a church in his district.

As a member of the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Advisory Committee, AGAC,
Steve led the AGAC’s civil rights sub-
committee and worked to establish
civil rights units in U.S. attorney’s of-
fices across the country. His work will
ensure that civil rights remain a De-
partment priority for years to come.
Steve is a model public servant who ap-
proaches his job with integrity, tenac-
ity, good humor, and sharp negotiating
skills that I know will serve him well
as he moves back to private practice.

Ohio is a safer and better place be-
cause of Steve’s tireless effort and
dedication. I commend Steve for his
yvears of service and wish him and his
wonderful family the best in their fu-
ture endeavors.
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TRIBUTE TO ESTHER OLAVARRIA

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am
proud to recognize Ms. Esther
Olavarria, an extraordinary public

servant who has worked for decades to
build an immigration system that is
fair and just for all. I know Esther
from her time in the Senate as Senator
Kennedy’s lead advisor on immigration
matters for the Judiciary Committee.
In the Senate and more recently in the
administration, Esther’s intelligent,
thoughtful advice and analysis has
been invaluable. She is stepping down
this week after serving as senior coun-
selor to Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Secretary Johnson. I have no
doubt the Secretary will miss her, as I
do here in the Senate.

Esther was an early appointee of the
Obama administration, serving first as
a member of the President’s transition
team on immigration, then as the De-
partment’s Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Immigration and Border Security
and later as counselor to Secretary
Janet Napolitano. During that time
she advocated fixing our Nation’s bro-
ken immigration system and the press-
ing need to provide protection for
asylees and refugees, improve deten-
tion conditions, and ensure account-
ability and transparency in immigra-
tion enforcement.

In 2013, Esther was asked to serve as
the White House Director of Immigra-
tion Reform. Her wealth of experience
made her an invaluable asset in our bi-
partisan effort to pass the Border Secu-
rity, Economic Opportunity and Immi-
gration Modernization Act in 2013. The
bill overwhelmingly passed the Senate
with the bipartisan support of 68 Sen-
ators. I remain disappointed that that
important bill was not taken up in the
House, and I hope the Senate will one
day turn again to this legislation.
When we do, I know that Esther will be
ready to provide her support once
again as she has so many times when
the Senate has turned its focus to the
issue of immigration.

In the Senate, Esther understood the
importance of working across the aisle
to get something done. Like her boss,
Senator Kennedy, Hsther forged un-
likely partnerships and found partners
who were drawn to her passion, her
sense of humanity, and her dedication.
She was a key adviser for the com-
prehensive immigration reform bills of
2004, 2005, 2006, and 2007. Many of us re-
member Senator Kennedy turning to
Esther during the 2007 negotiations not
only so that he could seek her counsel,
but so that other Senators could ben-
efit from her expertise. Everyone—Re-
publicans, Democrats, advocates, jour-
nalists—listened, and everyone was
better off for having Esther nearby.

Esther, like her late boss, has always
been driven by a deep commitment to
making our communities stronger and
more vibrant. She has advocated on be-
half of immigrant children and she has
fought to reform inhumane detention
practices. And she has underscored the
critical importance of the relationship
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