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different parts of Nevada. We have 
raised money together for the cause of 
Democrats. We have raised money for 
each other. It has always been a pleas-
ure to work with her on this and other 
issues. 

BARBARA and I came to Washington 
together in 1982, 34 years ago. BARBARA 
and I will be leaving Washington to-
gether after 34 memorable years to-
gether. 

Senator BARBARA BOXER, congratula-
tions on your historic career as a Sen-
ator for 40 million Californians and 300 
million citizens of the United States. 

BARBARA, remember, you are and al-
ways will be my sister. 

Godspeed, BARBARA. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from California. 
Mrs. BOXER. Senator REID, my lead-

er, I can’t tell you how humble I feel to 
hear you talk about my career and to 
put it, in many ways, in a historic 
place. 

I am going to have a lot to say about 
your career, what you have meant to 
me. Today I won’t get into it, but you 
are a man—you just don’t throw words 
around. I know how humble you are be-
cause every time I try to praise you, 
even in a situation with just a few peo-
ple around you, you look down like you 
are doing now. It makes you uncom-
fortable. I don’t want to make you un-
comfortable. So here is what I am 
going to say today. I am going to make 
you uncomfortable in the near future 
when I talk about your career and what 
it has meant to me. But today, hearing 
you talk about what you just said, 
weaving our friendship, our work to-
gether, and our family friendship has 
meant a lot to me. 

Obviously, I am going to miss you, 
but I will say this. As we enter into un-
charted territories in terms of politics, 
I know you and I are not going to lose 
our voices. We will have a platform. We 
are not leaving because we are tired of 
the fight. We are not leaving because 
we have nothing more to say, we are 
leaving because we think it is time for 
the next generation. I look forward to 
working with you in the future—and I 
mean that sincerely—just fighting for 
the things we care about, whether it is 
Lake Tahoe or whether it is clean air, 
whether it is fighting against the rav-
ages of climate change, whether it is 
fighting for the right of the American 
people, from children to seniors, to 
have affordable health care. We are not 
going into the wilderness. That I was 
able to protect more than a million 
acres—I am so proud you mentioned 
that. 

Today you have humbled me with 
your words. I will always be your sis-
ter. Thank you very much. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will be in a period of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

DACA 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, there 
are many disagreements in this Cham-
ber and between the House and the 
Senate, but I think there is one thing 
we fundamentally agree on. Our system 
of immigration in this country is bro-
ken. There are many different ways to 
approach it in changing it, improving 
it, and fixing it, but most of us concede 
something is wrong. If we have 11 to 12 
million people living in the United 
States who are not documented or not 
legal, by our definition—and that has 
been going on for years, sometimes 
decades—it raises a serious question 
about whether our immigration system 
works, whether it is responsive, and 
whether it serves the best interests of 
the United States. 

Many of the people who are here once 
came to the United States on visitors’ 
visas that they were supposed to ulti-
mately see come to an end and leave, 
but they stayed. They got married. 
They had children in the United States 
who became citizens. Those who think 
that families represent the large share 
of undocumented people don’t take a 
look at the families individually. They 
should. You may find in one household 
of a mother, father, and two or three 
children that only one person is un-
documented, and it might be the moth-
er. 

The one thing we also came to dis-
cover was that there were many people 
here who were undocumented, tech-
nically illegal under our system, and 
they were in that condition through no 
fault of their own. Well, who could that 
be? Children—children who were 
brought here as toddlers, infants, small 
kids, and brought in with their fami-
lies. They had no voice in the decision 
to come to America, but the family 
did, and they grew up here. Some of 
them came at a very early age. They 
didn’t speak the language of their 
original country. They never visited 
that country. 

From the start, they thought they 
were Americans. They went to school, 
went to class, put their hands over 
their hearts and pledged allegiance to 
the only flag they ever knew. They 

sang the only national anthem they 
really knew, and they believed they 
were Americans. At some point in their 
lives, maybe someone in the household 
said: Let me tell you a stark truth 
here: You are not legal by this Nation’s 
standards. 

It was because of that group that I 
introduced a bill 15 years ago called the 
DREAM Act. The DREAM Act really 
defined this category of people who are 
undocumented, were brought here as 
children, grew up in America, grad-
uated from our schools, and didn’t cre-
ate any criminal record in their life-
time, and they were hoping and pray-
ing that they would get a chance to 
stay in a legal status as citizens. That 
is what the DREAM Act was all about. 
It is just for these—they have come to 
be known as DREAMers—who came 
here as children and infants, to be 
given that choice. 

It was a few years ago that I wrote a 
letter to President Obama—signed by 
Senator Lugar of Indiana, a Repub-
lican, who shared my feelings—and 
asked the President if he could do 
something to protect these young peo-
ple from being deported. We had a num-
ber of Senators join me in a subsequent 
letter, and the President acted, cre-
ating something called DACA, the De-
ferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
Program. 

What it boiled down to was that, if 
these undocumented young people who 
came here as young children would 
step forward, identify themselves to 
our government, pay about $500 in a fil-
ing fee, and go through a criminal 
background check, we would give them 
a 2-year temporary protection from 
being deported and give them a tem-
porary right to work in this country. 

The DACA Program turned out to be 
a big success as 740,000 young people 
were eligible, signed up, and were 
cleared to be approved for this DACA 
status. 

Then came a change in administra-
tions, which will happen in just a few 
weeks. Questions started being raised. 
What is going to happen to these young 
people—the ones who complied with 
the law as they were told it existed, 
who did a risky thing in identifying 
themselves to a government, paid their 
fee, went through the background 
check, and now are in the United 
States? I have met so many of them— 
thousands of them across this country, 
the DREAMers, those who are DACA 
eligible, those who are DACA approved. 
They are amazing stories. 

At the Loyola University Stritch 
School of Medicine in Chicago, they de-
cided to open a competition in their 
medical school to allow these DACA- 
eligibles to apply—not to give them a 
special number of billets or positions 
in the school but to say: You can apply 
with everyone else. 

For many of these young people from 
across the United States who dreamed 
of being a doctor one day, this was the 
answer to a prayer, and they were 
ready for it. They competed and they 
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won. I believe there are about 25, 
maybe more, who are currently med-
ical students at Loyola in Chicago as-
piring to be doctors. Now their life is 
complicated. They can’t borrow money 
from the government to go to school. 
They are not eligible for any Federal 
assistance because they are technically 
undocumented. 

So we created a program through our 
State where they would be able to bor-
row the money to go to school on one 
condition; for every year of schooling 
that is provided by these loans, they 
have to pledge 1 year as doctors to 
serve in underserved areas of our State, 
whether it is in the inner city or the 
rural areas. 

So here are, at the moment, 25 aspir-
ing DREAMers in the Loyola School of 
Medicine who will be giving us years of 
service in underserved communities in 
our State. Is that good for Illinois? Is 
it good for America? You bet it is. I am 
from downstate Illinois. There are 
many rural towns in our State that 
would beg for these doctors to come in 
so they can keep a local hospital open 
so they can have good medical talent 
when they need it. 

These DREAMers, who are now pro-
tected DACA today, are questioning 
what their future will be with a new 
President. There were some powerful 
words spoken during the course of this 
campaign about immigration, but I am 
heartened by the fact that President- 
Elect Trump, after the election, said he 
wanted to try to bind the wounds of 
this country. When asked specifically 
about immigrants, after some of the 
harsh things he said during the cam-
paign, he said many of these immi-
grants are terrific people. 

Well, let me say to the President- 
elect, if you are looking for terrific 
people when it comes to immigrants, 
take a look at these DACA young peo-
ple, take a look at these DREAMers. 
They are amazing. 

I believe I have come to the floor 100 
times, maybe more, to tell these 
DREAMer stories because it is one 
thing, as I have just done, to describe 
them in general, but it is another thing 
to get to meet them. Some of these 
young people have had the courage to 
step up and say: You can tell my story. 
I will send you a photo. 

The story of one today is of 
Valentina Garcia Gonzalez. Valentina 
was 6 years old when her family 
brought her to the United States from 
Uruguay in South America. She grew 
up in the suburbs of Atlanta, GA. A 
very bright child, she learned English 
quickly. She said: 

After that, I became my parents’ right 
hand. Everything and anything that involved 
speaking to the outside world meant I was in 
the front, translating and representing my 
parents. It was a lot of responsibility for a 
young undocumented kid. 

In addition to this responsibility, 
Valentina turned out to be quite a good 
student. In middle school she received 
the President’s Education Award not 
once but twice—once from President 

Bush and then again from President 
Obama. 

In high school, Valentina was an 
honor graduate and an Advanced Place-
ment Scholar. She was a leader in stu-
dent government, a member of the 
Beta Club—a national academic honors 
program—and Peer Leaders, where she 
mentored younger students. She some-
how also found time to be president of 
the school’s environmental group and 
managed the varsity basketball team. 

Valentina was quite a student, but 
Georgia State law bans undocumented 
students from attending that State’s 
top public universities. As a result, she 
applied and was accepted to Dartmouth 
College, an Ivy League school in Han-
over, NH. She is now a sophomore at 
Dartmouth, where she is a premed stu-
dent majoring in neuroepidemiology. 
You see, Valentina’s dream is to be-
come a doctor, to help people, and to 
give back to her community. 

To help pay for her few tuition, she 
works as a projectionist at a local the-
ater. Keep in mind, as an undocu-
mented student, she is ineligible for 
any Federal Government assistance. 
She still finds time to volunteer as a 
mentor for kids in the local commu-
nity schools, and in a letter to me she 
said the following about DACA, Presi-
dent Obama’s program: 

I am beyond grateful because, by receiving 
DACA, the U.S. has given me an opportunity 
to give back to this country that has given 
me so much. This is my country. I have 
worked hard to prove myself worthy in the 
eyes of my American counterparts and 
knowing that I am in a weird limbo in re-
gards to my legal status doesn’t make me 
sleep any easier. My name is registered with 
the government, so I might be deported if 
they decide to end DACA. 

Let me say clearly to Valentina and 
the other DREAMers like her. I am 
going to do everything in my power as 
a U.S. Senator to ensure that DACA 
continues and to protect them from de-
portation. Many came forward, against 
the best advice of their parents, who 
say: You are registering with a govern-
ment that can deport you. But they 
had confidence that if they followed 
the law, as it was described to them, if 
they were open and honest, America 
would treat them fairly. 

That is all I am asking. For the 
740,000 currently protected by DACA, 
and for the others who are eligible for 
it, who will go through a background 
check and pay their fee, we are asking 
for fairness. These young people came 
here as kids. They had no voice in the 
decision to come to America. Now they 
want us to be their voice in terms of 
their future in America. 

Would America be better if Valentina 
was deported back to Uruguay, a coun-
try where she hasn’t lived since she 
was 6 years old? Will it be stronger if 
we lose Valentina as a doctor, serving 
a critical part of America? The answer 
is clear. 

Now is the time for America, this Na-
tion of immigrants, to come together 
and heal the wounds that divided us 
during the election. I hope President- 

Elect Trump will understand and will 
continue the DACA Program that pro-
vides some fairness, some opportunity 
for these amazing young people. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Wyoming. 
f 

THE BUDGET 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I want to 
start off by reminding everybody of an 
old but very short Hans Christian An-
dersen story about an emperor who was 
convinced by two very clever weavers 
that they could make clothes that 
would be invisible to anybody who was 
unfit for a position or stupid or incom-
petent. As a result, everybody thought 
they could see the clothes, until one 
little boy said: The emperor doesn’t 
have any clothes. And then everybody 
gasped and realized that was the case. 

Well, we have kind of been weaving a 
budget through the years that is kind 
of like the emperor’s clothes. We want 
everybody to be able to see them and 
think we are fit and competent and not 
stupid, but as this year quickly draws 
to a close, we are once again approach-
ing a Federal spending deadline that 
will likely be postponed with yet an-
other temporary spending bill. In the 
last 40 years, Congress has enacted 175 
of these continuing resolutions to 
avoid doing its job. This will be the 
176th continuing resolution since the 
modern budget process was established. 

The November election results show 
the American people are eager for 
change. With a new President taking 
the oath of office on January 20, Con-
gress has an opportunity and a respon-
sibility to get back to work. One of our 
top priorities must be fixing America’s 
broken budget process to provide our 
Nation with a responsible fiscal blue-
print and help guide our spending deci-
sions now and into the future. 

Let me tell you about America’s 
coming fiscal crisis. America is on a 
course for a fiscal disaster. Sadly, that 
is not going to surprise many people. 
We all know the statistics: $20 trillion 
in debt, on track to grow to $29 trillion 
in 10 years, unchecked entitlement 
spending that assumes 70 percent of the 
budget, and the imminent return of 
trillion-dollar deficits. 

Everyone knows we are in deep trou-
ble, but what is surprising is that Con-
gress is not considering ways to fix it. 
The country’s finances are in a perilous 
position and the Federal Government 
has refused to act. We pretend to see 
the clothes. 

That is because, when it comes to 
spending money, Congress is kind of 
like a binge eater. We don’t want to 
start our diet until right after the next 
dessert, and we never seem to run out 
of ideas for new desserts. That attitude 
has led to a mammoth, oversized debt 
burden that will crush future genera-
tions’ prosperity. 

The first step to spending within our 
means is to establish healthy habits. 
We should stock the fridge with fruits 
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