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fuel cycle, the international commu-
nity will not, for the decades to come, 
be able to effectively enforce the terms 
of the JCPOA. 

It takes years to train capable nu-
clear scientists and even longer to de-
velop new and better monitoring tech-
nologies. 

As the name of the IAEA implies, 
fully supporting the IAEA requires sup-
port from each of our international 
partners. But Congress can and should 
take a step forward by providing reli-
able, continuous, long-term funding for 
the IAEA so they can increase the 
number of their fully trained and avail-
able inspectors. It would send a strong 
signal to both our allies and to Iran 
that we are serious about holding Iran 
to the terms of the deal not just this 
year but over the decades to come. 

The IAEA needs the resources to do 
its job effectively and efficiently. 
Working effectively means the inspec-
tions are not only uncovering viola-
tions or potential violations of the deal 
but also deterring Iran from covert ac-
tion by knowing with certainty that 
they will be caught. Working effi-
ciently means the IAEA can devote as 
many resources as necessary to search-
ing for undeclared sites and monitoring 
those that are known. To this end, I 
hope that when the President’s budget 
is released next week, it will include a 
significant increase in resources for the 
IAEA. 

Adequately funding the IAEA is 
something I will be speaking about in 
greater detail in the weeks to come, 
but it is also important to note that 
there is a direct correlation between 
our investments in Federal research 
and development—specifically, in our 
National Laboratories—and our effec-
tiveness in keeping Iran’s nuclear am-
bitions and the threat of proliferation 
throughout the rest of the world in 
check. 

For over 35 years—back to 1980— 
every single IAEA inspector has been 
trained at least once at Los Alamos 
National Laboratory in New Mexico. 

The Idaho, Oak Ridge, and 
Brookhaven National Labs are also 
part of the vital training network for 
IAEA inspectors. On average, our na-
tional labs are training 150 IAEA in-
spectors every year—about one-fifth of 
the entire inspection staff—every sin-
gle year, developing key skills to keep 
us and the world safe, like learning 
how to make accurate, prompt meas-
urements of nuclear material. 

Our National Labs also play a key 
role in improving existing technologies 
and developing new ones that we can’t 
even imagine today. The online enrich-
ment monitors I described earlier, 
which will allow for continuous, real- 
time oversight of Iran’s enrichment ac-
tivities, were originally developed at 
Oak Ridge National Lab in Tennessee. 

In fact, most of America’s 17 Na-
tional Labs have supported or are cur-
rently supporting some element of the 
IAEA safeguards technology, both as 
individual labs and as part of a 10-na-

tion, 20-lab network of analytical labs 
that include Los Alamos, Oak Ridge, 
Lawrence Livermore, Pacific North-
west, and New Brunswick National 
Labs. 

In conclusion, congressional over-
sight is essential to the most stringent 
implementation of the nuclear deal 
with Iran and for our national security 
as a whole. Making investments in our 
National Labs and in Federal research 
and development today means better 
trained, better equipped nuclear in-
spectors for the years and the decades 
to come. Adequately funding the IAEA 
today means the international commu-
nity takes full advantage of the un-
precedented access we negotiated in 
this deal. 

Effectively enforcing the JCPOA and 
pushing back on Iran’s bad behavior 
today makes it clear that we intend to 
hold Iran accountable and to lay the 
groundwork for security for genera-
tions to come. 

If we are serious about enforcing the 
terms of the nuclear deal, we need 
more than access; we need action. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Democratic leader. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I came to 

the floor to listen to my friend talk 
about one of the most important issues 
that we have dealt with in this body 
for many years. There is no one who is 
more articulate and more under-
standing of the issues that face us in 
foreign policy than the junior Senator 
from Delaware. So I extend my appre-
ciation to him, and I am glad I had the 
opportunity to come and listen to what 
he had to say. The stuff he talked 
about is not simple stuff. It took some-
one of his ability to explain so we all 
understand what he has said, and 
pointing the way forward for peace and 
security not only in that part of the 
world but the other work he has done 
on the Foreign Relations Committee to 
promote peace and security around a 
lot of the world. 

f 

STATE DEPARTMENT INSPECTOR 
GENERAL MEMO 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we have al-
ways known that the Republicans have 
an obsession with Secretary Clinton’s 
emails, but their obsession is a 
trumped up, partisan political crusade. 

Today we received a new revelation 
about just how bankrupt the Repub-
licans’ campaign against Secretary 
Clinton truly is. The inspector general 
of the State Department issued some-
thing that is quite important. It is un-
classified. He wrote a memo stating 
that emails received by former Sec-
retary Colin Powell and aides to Sec-
retary Condoleezza Rice may contain 
classified information. 

This is the same trumped up allega-
tion for which Republicans are cur-
rently trying to railroad Secretary 
Clinton. 

As vice chairman FEINSTEIN said last 
week: ‘‘It has never made sense to me 

that Secretary Clinton can be held re-
sponsible for e-mail exchanges that 
originated with someone else.’’ 

Yet Republicans would have us be-
lieve that these emails posed a grave 
threat. 

Secretary Colin Powell said it best. 
Here is what he said upon reading such 
emails: ‘‘A normal, air-breathing mam-
mal would look at them and say, 
‘What’s the issue?’ ’’ 

Just like they turned Benghazi into a 
political issue, Republicans are looking 
for anything that can be twisted into a 
partisan political tool—for former Sen-
ator and former Secretary of State Hil-
lary Clinton—and for obvious reasons. 

The pursuit of her email records has 
caused the Republicans to waste mil-
lions of dollars of taxpayers’ money 
and, of course, abuse the congressional 
oversight process. They have held up 
scores of State Department nominees— 
from USAID workers in Africa and 
around the world to the State Depart-
ment’s Legal Adviser. Because of what 
is being done here, the State Depart-
ment—they have numerous people, I 
say numerous people, who should be 
confirmed so the State Department can 
operate. But, no, they are being held 
up—even the Legal Adviser. The State 
Department does not have its own law-
yer because it is being held up. All they 
say is opposition to emails. It is an ef-
fort to develop opposition research for 
the campaign trail. This is what some 
would say is a watershed moment. 

We can now hold Republicans’ allega-
tions up to the light and see them for 
the flimsy, transparent attempts to 
score political points that they always 
have been. 

If we were to believe Republicans, 
then we would have to criminally 
charge Secretary Rice, Secretary Pow-
ell, their senior staff, and everyone else 
who received these emails. We might 
have to indict the entire senior level of 
America’s national security commu-
nity. 

Of course General Powell should not 
be indicted. Of course Secretary Rice 
should not be indicted. But by Repub-
licans’ logic, they should be. This is ab-
surd. It is absurd because the inspector 
general makes it very clear: These 
charges are a bunch of trumped up ba-
loney. It is absurd because this cam-
paign against Secretary Clinton has al-
ways been a ridiculously partisan, po-
litical waste of time and taxpayer dol-
lars. 

Today we see this more clearly than 
ever before, but no one has seen it 
more clearly than Secretary Powell. 
This man has held numerous positions 
in our government—Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, a four-star gen-
eral. I repeat what he said today, and I 
quote again: ‘‘A normal, air-breathing 
mammal would look at them and say, 
‘What’s the issue?’’ 

There is no issue. 
I yield the floor. 
Seeing no one on the floor, I suggest 

the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
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The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TODD WEBSTER 

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to express my thanks to my 
chief of staff of the last 5 years, Todd 
Webster. It is a bittersweet day for me 
because my office says farewell to 
someone who has been a trusted, loyal, 
reliable, energetic, patient, faithful 
leader of the Coons team for my first 5 
years here in Washington. He is some-
one who has been warm and humorous, 
caring, and always ready with a funny 
story to tell. He is down to earth, 
someone who takes interest in whom-
ever he is speaking to; who seems to 
know everyone here, and who is well 
liked and well respected. He is a true 
family man who helped plan a surprise 
birthday party for his father Peter who 
recently turned 75; whose delightful 
and beautiful wife Lisa last fall was 
named president and CEO of Physicians 
for Peace and who joins him in their 
commitment to public service; and 
whose wonderful children, his daughter 
Sydney, son Peter, and daughter Cath-
erine have sustained and supported him 
in his service—his 5 years with me in 
the Senate and his years before that 
with other Senators. Even their dog 
Kili, an Irish doodle, has been a part of 
the extended Webster family that has 
helped engage and entertain and sup-
port my office these last 5 years. 

When I first came to Washington, 
under the most unlikely circumstances 
in 2010, I was looking for someone who 
could help me navigate the culture and 
folkways of this building, and there 
was no one better suited for that than 
Todd Webster. He worked on the cam-
paigns of Senators Harkin and Byrd, as 
the deputy communications director 
for the Gore-Lieberman campaign, and 
as the communications director for 
Senator PATTY MURRAY. After that he 
was the communications director for 
Senator Tom Daschle. 

After those years of service in the 
Senate, he had gone off on his own to 
form the WebStrong Group, and he was 
the owner of Webster Strategies and a 
regular commentator on MSNBC. 

So when I had the chance to first 
meet him in 2010, I was encouraged 
that he was willing to offer his signifi-
cant skills and talent to the challenge 
of helping me shape my team and de-
cide on my trajectory here in the Sen-
ate. So this 9-year Senate veteran, this 
graduate of Bowdoin College and pos-
sessor of a master’s degree from the 
GW Graduate School of Political Man-
agement set off with me on a fas-
cinating and at times challenging trip. 

Todd is a great athlete. He is some-
one who is a dedicated golfer, ‘‘an hon-
orable player,’’ as was commented by 
JJ Singh, one of our great team mem-

bers in the office. You can tell a lot 
about a person by how they behave on 
the golf course, and Todd is a gen-
tleman. He plays fast so as not to hold 
up others, but will go out of his way to 
look for your lost ball in the woods. 

If Todd left the office a few minutes 
early on Fridays, he would announce 
that he was ‘‘going to investigate some 
greenspace.’’ Although rare, his out-
ings on golf courses, I know, were a 
source of encouragement and relief. 

On the softball field he was also a 
great contributor. A member of my 
team commented that ‘‘he was a valu-
able member’’ of our team, known as 
the Small Wonders, after Delaware’s 
nickname, ‘‘and was known for his 
ability to turn triples into doubles and 
sacrificing his body at first base to get 
much-needed outs.’’ 

‘‘He was also instrumental,’’ JJ 
wrote, ‘‘to the team’s magical 2014 
turnaround season and Cinderella run 
to the playoffs.’’ 

On the management side, Todd would 
constantly walk around the office un-
announced, just to check in and see 
how folks were doing. Rather than 
making staff find him, he would 
proactively seek out staff. His door was 
always open, whether to chat about 
something work-related or to vent or 
to listen about something personal. He 
always had a funny story to tell and 
was willing to listen and offer mean-
ingful advice. 

When Tom sensed that the afternoon 
was dragging on and our subterranean 
executive suite was in need of a pick- 
me-up, he would go on what we call in 
Delaware a ‘‘WaWa run,’’ picking up 
snacks and caffeinated beverages to 
keep everybody focused until the end of 
what are sometimes very long days. 

I got one interesting comment from a 
constituent staffer who has worked for 
me and for several other Senators in 
her many long years at the Senate. She 
commented that on one visit to DC, 
Todd cared enough to make sure our 
whole constituent relations team had 
lunch in the Senate dining room. She 
was astonished that he took time out 
of his busy day to have lunch and get 
to know them and get to know what 
they do on behalf of the people of Dela-
ware every day. 

Todd also understood and connected 
with my commitment to my home 
State and enthusiastically made an an-
nual trek to the Delaware State Fair 
and devoted himself to learning more 
about Delaware’s all-important poultry 
business. I will say that in equal part I 
did my best to learn more about sports, 
going to Caps events, Wizards events, 
and on golf outings with Todd. He 
joined me in going to memorable visits 
of processing plants where thousands of 
chickens made the eye-opening transi-
tion from being broilers to being din-
ner. In addition, I want to thank him 
for his strong constitution and his 
dedication for advancing the agricul-
tural interests of my home State, 
which even included trying scrapple on 
one occasion. 

At a time when congressional budg-
ets have constantly been under pres-
sure and many in America believe our 
political system is dysfunctional, Cap-
itol Hill depends on dedicated, loyal, 
optimistic, and positive public servants 
like Todd—not only for the kind of pol-
icy and political accomplishments that 
ultimately show up on a resume or a 
job description but even more for the 
qualities and characteristics that make 
this place function—an 
unquestioningly positive attitude, a 
management style that makes every-
one from interns to seasoned profes-
sionals feel welcome and valued, a will-
ingness to speak candidly about him-
self and the office, about our chal-
lenges and prospects, a keen perspec-
tive on the absurdity of the many as-
pects of the modern political process, 
and the relentless idealism that in-
spires those around him to keep believ-
ing and working hard. These are the 
hallmarks of Todd’s time over the past 
5 years. 

In the 5 years I have had the joy of 
working with him. He has always been 
at my side, helping my office get up 
and running and teaching me the ways 
of this town and this institution. Walk-
ing around Capitol Hill with him was 
often like walking beside the ‘‘mayor 
of the Senate.’’ Every few steps, every 
few minutes, someone would stop to 
say hello, to catch up, to reconnect or 
talk about what is next. Far too often, 
people leave the Hill, having forgotten 
long ago why they ever got into public 
service in the first place. Todd never 
has. Throughout his 9 years serving 
three different Senators, he has re-
mained cheerful, optimistic, tireless, 
and committed. 

His car is often the very first one in 
the Russell garage in the morning, and 
he often has been the last staffer to 
leave and go home at the end of a long 
workday. Whether it is his willingness 
to call a staff member after the passing 
of a family member or bounding into 
the office every morning with a smile, 
saying, ‘‘top of the morning to you, 
hello friends, hello Meg, hello T, hello 
Chels,’’ my office will simply not be 
the same without him—without his 
cheer, without his loyalty, without his 
hard work, without his energy, and 
without his optimism about what we 
can still do together here in this great-
est institution in the American con-
stitutional order. 

So with that, I would like to offer my 
thanks and best wishes to my depart-
ing chief of Staff, Todd Webster. 

Thank you. 
f 

REMEMBERING U.S. CAPITOL PO-
LICE OFFICER VERNON ALSTON, 
JR. 
Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I rise 

today to honor a fellow Delawarean, 
U.S. Capitol Police Officer Vernon Al-
ston, who passed away unexpectedly 
last month at the much too young age 
of 44. 

Officer Alston was a fixture in the 
House of Representatives, spending 
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