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They filibustered things they agreed
with just to slow things down.

Trump is no anomaly. He is the mon-
ster the Republicans built. He is their
Frankenstein monster. They own him.

All we have to do to see that the Re-
publicans are the party of Trump is to
look at the way they have treated
President Obama. He is a good man, a
good family man. He has a great edu-
cation. He is a good communicator. He
has written two best-selling books. Ev-
eryone knows he can communicate
orally. He deserved better than the un-
precedented disrespect the Republicans
have shown toward him.

America, which twice elected Barack
Obama to be its President, deserves
better—much, much better. It is a
shame what has not been done, and it
is a shame what has been done.

Mr. President, I note that my friend
the Republican leader is not here. I will
suggest the absence of a quorum, and
the Chair can announce the business of
the day following his appearance here.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

———

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—H.R. 954

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I under-
stand there is a bill at the desk that is
due for a second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
second time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 954) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exempt from the indi-
vidual mandate certain individuals who had
coverage under a terminated qualified health
plan funded through the Consumer Operated
and Oriented Plan (CO-OP) program.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, in order
to place the bill on the calendar under
the provisions of rule XIV, I object to
further proceedings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will be placed on the cal-
endar.
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TRIBUTE TO DALLAS POLICE
CHIEF DAVID BROWN

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I want
to start today by offering a word of
gratitude to retiring Dallas police chief
David Brown, who will retire from his
long career of public service this Tues-
day.

Chief Brown became the face of a ter-
rible tragedy that occurred in Texas a
few weeks ago when five police officers
were gunned down in cold blood.
Frankly, I had many colleagues and
other people whom I have run into ask
me about him because he made such a
positive impression with his calmness
under difficult circumstances and his
leadership qualities.

The incident occurred last July when
12 law enforcement officers were shot,
and 5 were killed. I remember attend-
ing the memorial service with Presi-
dent Obama and the First Lady, as well
as President George W. Bush and Laura
Bush, and the chief spoke then along
with Mayor Rawlings. I can’t tell you
how grateful I am that, at a time when
people think Washington has lost its
way, we still have strong, articulate,
compassionate leaders 1like Chief
Brown and Mayor Rawlings.

Chief Brown is retiring after 33 years
of service to the Dallas police force. As
a result of the attention he got from
all of the publicity surrounding this
terrible tragedy in July, the chief be-
came a little bit of a folk hero, I guess,
and people began to listen to what he
had to say about a lot of different
things. One of the things he would like
to say is ‘“‘Dallas loves.” He made that
a bit of a rallying cry following the at-
tack. His actions in the aftermath of
that tragedy certainly demonstrated
his belief in that statement.

Of course, while many Americans
know Chief Brown from his leadership
during the shooting in July, Dallasites
have benefited from his service for a
long time. He grew up in Oak CIliff in
southwest Dallas and has been on the
Dallas police force for the last 33 years.
I know the people of Dallas will miss
his leadership and hearing him sing a
little Stevie Wonder from time to time.

I want to express my gratitude and
thanks to Chief Brown and wish him
well in the next chapter of his life.

———

CONTINUING RESOLUTION AND
SENATE ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, yester-
day we finally were able to move legis-
lation forward that would keep the
lights on here in Washington, at least
until December, and provided very im-
portant relief that I want to empha-
size.

There is flood relief for States like
Texas, but not just Texas—Maryland,
West Virginia, Louisiana, and Iowa, all
of which will benefit from the flood re-
lief that is provided for in this con-
tinuing resolution that was passed yes-
terday and was passed by the House as
well.
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More importantly, perhaps, is the
support for veterans programs and
military construction. It is important
that we pass legislation to meet our re-
sponsibilities to support our men and
women in uniform wherever they may
be serving, whether here at home or
abroad.

Thanks to the leadership of the Sen-
ator from Ohio and the Senator from
New Hampshire, we passed legislation
that will provide additional funds to
deal with the opioid epidemic that is
ravaging many parts of our country. As
a medical doctor, the Presiding Officer
knows that people unfortunately get
hooked on opioid prescription drugs.
Frequently, when that runs out, they
often opt for cheaper, more plentiful
heroin, which, when mixed with other
ingredients such as fentanyl, makes it
even more deadly and more likely that
they will overdose with the use of this
heroin laced with fentanyl. We have
provided additional funds in this con-
tinuing resolution to deal with that.

Finally, but very significantly, we
also were able to break the impasse
over funding for Zika. As we have come
to learn, Zika is a mosquito-borne
virus that has the potential of causing
terrible birth defects in children. We
have seen pictures of children with
shrunken skulls from the microcephaly
caused by this terrible mosquito-borne
virus.

We had been trying since last May to
get that Zika funding done. For some
reason, even though the amount of the
funding, $1.1 billion, was agreed upon,
our Democratic colleagues wouldn’t
take yes for an answer. Finally, yester-
day, they decided to give up their fili-
buster and allow this legislation and
this important funding to be done. My
point is that we could have done this a
long time ago. In fact, we wouldn’t
have had to pass the continuing resolu-
tion taking us over to December—just
10 weeks from now, when we will have
to start all over again—if it weren’t for
the obstructionism and filibustering of
our Democratic colleagues.

Of course, the cause of this is a fight
over Federal spending. We know there
are caps on discretionary spending, and
many of our Members, myself included,
have become very concerned in this
very dangerous world we live in that
we have shortchanged our military and
our national security support. So in
order to get additional spending for our
troops abroad and at home and to
make sure that we are prepared for the
next threat to our country, we in-
creased spending for the Department of
Defense, but the costs of doing that
were increases in nondefense discre-
tionary spending. Thus we get back
into the same old fight, which unfortu-
nately has left us $19 trillion in debt,
where spending is simply out of con-
trol.

That is the reason we ended up in
this posture. It is highly regrettable.
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Nobody would have chosen this—cer-
tainly I wouldn’t have—as a first op-
tion. Now we are going to be con-
fronted with the responsibility in De-
cember of passing appropriations bills
that will take us through the next
year, through the end of the fiscal
year. So we have this resolution taken
care of. It is behind us now, and that
looms large ahead of us.

I want to mention some of the good
work being done in Texas by folks like
the Harris County Mosquito & Vector
Control unit. A few weeks ago, I had a
chance to go on the rounds with them
and set some of the traps for various
mosquitoes.

Actually, I got this idea from listen-
ing to Mike Rowe, who has this ‘‘Dirty
Jobs”’ series, and I noticed one of them
happened to be mosquito control. It oc-
curred to me that maybe there was
something for me to learn about how
local leaders like those in Harris Coun-
ty identify these mosquitoes that bear
this Zika virus and how they deal with
it. I got a firsthand look at how much
work it takes for our local public
health officials to protect our commu-
nities from mosquito-borne viruses.

It is not just about Zika. It is also
about the West Nile virus, which unfor-
tunately has taken the lives of some
Texans in the past, as well as other dis-
eases such as dengue fever. The Pre-
siding Officer knows all of them.

Our folks at the local level do have
their work cut out for them. They trap
these mosquitoes every day to test
them for the virus, and they spend a
lot of time educating the public about
how to better protect themselves. I
walked around with them, and they
pointed out places where water has
been pooled in old tires or in swimming
pools in the backyard or perhaps bird-
baths or other places where mosqui-
toes, if they are given an opportunity,
will simply breed.

This is one way, by being better edu-
cated, that people can help protect
themselves from these mosquito-borne
viruses by eliminating the breeding
ground for these mosquitoes. If you are
a woman of childbearing age, being
able to dress appropriately, spray your-
self with mosquito repellant, and oth-
erwise help yourself while we are wait-
ing for the Federal Government to live
up to its responsibility to provide the
funds, which now we have finally done,
would help.

It became clear to me in our visits to
Houston that our local officials need
more help. More specifically, what
they need is the research that will lead
to a vaccine. We went through this ex-
perience in another context with the
Ebola virus not that long ago. It is im-
portant that our scientists and re-
searchers develop a vaccine to particu-
larly protect women of childbearing
age from the consequences of the Zika
virus.

We need a whole government re-
sponse. We finally got one yesterday,
one that deploys local, State, and Fed-
eral authorities.
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The funding bill we passed yesterday
outlines a way forward for the Federal
Government to do its part that will
provide funding for communities in
Texas and throughout the country.
They are already working diligently to
safeguard folks against the virus. As I
mentioned, it will go a long way in
helping local and State officials with
prevention efforts and even working to
create a vaccine. I am pleased we fi-
nally were able to get that done and
overcome the impasse created by objec-
tions, obstructions, and filibusters of
our friends across the aisle.

Beyond getting this funding for the
Zika research and prevention done, I
wish to identify a few other things that
we have been able to accomplish. As I
came to the floor and said a couple of
days ago, the senior Senator from Mon-
tana, who happens to head up the
Democratic Senatorial Campaign Com-
mittee, was caught basically telling
the truth when he said that one of the
things they are depending on is a nar-
rative to help Democrats in the selec-
tion, this false narrative that under
the Republican majority, under Repub-
lican leadership, we simply hadn’t been
getting many things done.

We have been doing a lot to take care
of the Nation’s business during the
events of the last 2 days, including the
Water Resources Development Act that
passed with 95 votes, which includes
additional funding for Flint, MI, and
their lead pipe water challenges.

I mentioned the opioid crisis and her-
oin crisis. Recently, we passed a bill
called the Comprehensive Addiction
and Recovery Act by more than 90
votes. As I mentioned, the junior Sen-
ators from Ohio and New Hampshire
have provided such great leadership in
that area.

We also passed other reforms for
chemical safety, the so-called TSCA
bill, which provides companies with
regulatory certainty so they can con-
tinue to create products Americans use
every day. This bill proves we can re-
sponsibly protect the environment at
the same time we are growing our
economy. This legislation passed the
Senate by a voice vote and received
more than 400 votes in the House.

We also passed legislation to impose
stronger sanctions on North Korea in
February. It sailed through this Cham-
ber with one ‘‘no’’ vote.

Of course, we also took care of in-
tractable problems that we had trouble
getting any traction on for a long time,
major reform bills such as the Energy
Policy Modernization Act to help bring
our Nation’s energy infrastructure up-
to-date, as well as to expedite the per-
mitting of liquefied natural gas ex-
ports, which the Presiding Officer has
worked on a lot. I was just at Sabine
Pass. Cheniere has a huge export facil-
ity for natural gas. Golden Pass and
others are in the process of trying to
get their permits, but they have been
waiting a long time. This legislation
will provide a shot clock, which will
hopefully expedite that process. The
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energy we have been able to produce in
this country is a great natural resource
for the United States and a great eco-
nomic engine. To make it available to
our friends and allies around the world
is very important. The Energy Policy
Modernization Act as well as lifting
the ban on crude oil, which we did last
December, have been very important
steps.

I was discussing with the senior Sen-
ator from Tennessee, Mr. ALEXANDER,
chairman of the Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions Committee, the
important work we did reforming the
bill known as No Child Left Behind
with the Every Student Succeeds Act.
This legislation was very important be-
cause many people had the impression
that Washington had simply taken con-
trol of our K-12 education system.
Under his skillful leadership, working
with Senator MURRAY in the Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions Com-
mittee, they were able to write a piece
of legislation that passed with over-
whelming bipartisan margins that
would devolve the control of K-12 edu-
cation back to the States, local school
districts, parents, and teachers. It lit-
erally removed the common core man-
date that so many people had chafed
under.

We also finally have passed a Medi-
care payment reform system that had
long plagued our medical community. I
know many physicians in Texas told
me they simply would not be able to
take any more Medicare patients—
which of course are our senior citi-
zens—because the Federal Government
kept cutting their payment rate and
the uncertainty created by that. We fi-
nally fixed that on a bipartisan basis.

Under the new majority in this Con-
gress, we also saw President Obama
sign other important laws, such as the
Freedom of Information Improvement
Act, a bill that will make our govern-
ment more transparent and more ac-
countable to the people we serve. By an
overwhelming 99-to-1 vote, we passed
the Justice for Victims of Trafficking
Act, a bill that will help victims of
human trafficking recover.

We will support law enforcement in
their fight against active shooters by
passing and signing into law the PO-
LICE Act, legislation that allows exist-
ing grant programs to be used for po-
lice training to deal with active shoot-
er situations. I have traveled all
around Texas with local police depart-
ments in both urban and rural areas,
and they find this training very useful
and timely.

Unfortunately, it is mnecessary, in
times such as these where we have had
to learn from hard experience—if an ac-
tive shooter is loose, they will continue
to kill and people will continue to die
unless the police can crash that site,
stop the shooter, and then rescue, with
emergency medical people, the people
who are injured.

By all accounts, I have to say the
Senate, under Republican leadership,
with cooperation from our Democratic
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colleagues—because of course nothing
happens around here unless it is bipar-
tisan. That is the way this place is con-
structed. That is the way the Constitu-
tion is written. I am grateful that
under the leadership and steady hand
of Majority Leader MITCH MCCONNELL
of Kentucky, we have gotten back to
work and taken care of the country’s
business.

Of course, we still have disagree-
ments like we had over spending bills
that led up to this continuing resolu-
tion, and in the lameduck it will leave
us with having to deal with the long-
term spending bills this December, but
I simply want to make the point that
leadership matters. Under the leader-
ship of Senator MCCONNELL, our com-
mittees are now actively producing
legislation on a bipartisan basis that is
then available to the majority leader
to bring to the floor for us to debate,
for Senators to offer suggestions for
improvement by way of amendment
and allow everybody to participate in
that process to vote on the legislation
and then bring it to the President’s
desk.

I hope we can continue to put sound
policy over the sort of partisan politics
that left us in the uncomfortable and
unenviable position we were in yester-
day, trying to meet a deadline to keep
the government up and running. With a
little cooperation and a little elevation
of responsibility to our constituents
and the people we serve, rather than
partisan politics, I think we can con-
tinue to do better.

Mr. President, with that, I yield the
floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The remarks of Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr.
LANKFORD, and Ms. COLLINS pertaining
to the introduction of S. 3464 and S.
3462 are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Statements on Introduced Bills
and Joint Resolutions.”)

Mr. LANKFORD. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
TILLIS). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, be-
fore the Senate adjourns this after-
noon, I want to remind my colleagues
that National Domestic Violence
Awareness Month begins on Saturday.

(Mr.
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Throughout the month of October,
we are called to increase public aware-
ness and understanding of domestic vi-
olence. As noted by the National Net-
work to End Domestic Violence, do-
mestic violence thrives when we re-
main silent. That is why I recently in-
troduced a resolution to commemorate
National Domestic Violence Awareness
Month.

As stated in our resolution, Congress
should continue to raise awareness of
domestic violence in the United States.
We also should pledge our continued
support for programs designed to assist
survivors, hold perpetrators account-
able, and bring an end to domestic vio-
lence.

I thank my colleagues, Senators
LEAHY, AYOTTE, and KLOBUCHAR, for
joining as original cosponsors of the
resolution. It passed the Senate unani-
mously on September 15. Through the
enactment of other key measures—
such as the Violence Against Women
Act, the Family Violence Prevention
Act, and the Victims of Crime Act—
Congress has made support to survivors
a national priority for over three dec-
ades. Through the enactment of laws
criminalizing domestic violence at the
State and local level, we also have sent
a strong signal to abusers that domes-
tic violence is not a private matter,
but a public issue.

We have come a long way, but our
work is far from complete. Even now,
domestic violence affects more than 12
million people each year in the United
States, including women, men, and
children of every age and socio-
economic status. Research also sug-
gests that young women between the
ages of 18 and 34 are particularly vul-
nerable to domestic violence. The neg-
ative effects of this crime go far be-
yond the confines of individual house-
holds. It impacts our communities
when the victims of domestic violence
are forced to choose between continued
abuse or financial insecurity and even
homelessness. It impacts our economy
when the victims of this crime miss
work and school.

Thankfully, there are many individ-
uals and organizations in Iowa and
elsewhere around the country that
work around the clock to meet the
needs of victims. They include the cri-
sis hotline personnel who provide peer-
to-peer support or counseling to vic-
tims across the Nation. They include
the staff and volunteers at shelters,
who provide safe havens for victims
fleeing abuse in communities. They in-
clude the advocates who champion pre-
vention initiatives and resources for
victims at the State and Federal lev-
els. Last, but certainly not least, they
include the first responders who com-
passionately respond to victims of do-
mestic violence in their most vulner-
able moments. These men and women
put their lives at risk when responding
to domestic abuse calls, which can be
among the most volatile they will ex-
perience. We thank them for their
never-ending service.
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Mr. President, once again, I thank
my colleagues for passing this resolu-
tion unanimously. It is important that
we continue to support the goals and
ideals of National Domestic Violence
Awareness Month.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

REMEMBERING SHIMON PERES

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I
wish to pay tribute and reflect on the
legacy of Israeli leader, two-time
Prime Minister, and ninth President of
Israel Shimon Peres. I extend my con-
dolences to the family of Shimon Peres
and to the people of Israel.

Today you have lost a towering lead-
er who leaves behind a legacy of moral
clarity and hope. I had the opportunity
to meet Shimon Peres on numerous oc-
casions. After each meeting, I walked
away inspired and hopeful, having ben-
efited immensely from his insight and
perspective on a number of difficult
global issues.

Shimon Peres was not only one of the
world’s greatest statesmen but an ar-
dent and committed advocate for
peace. Given Shimon Peres’s personal
history and journey, it is truly remark-
able that in his final years he refused
to give in to cynicism and acrimony.

As an immigrant to Israel, he was
part of the grand project that cul-
tivated a thriving country and society.
As a warrior, he made sure that Israel
was always ready and able to defend
itself. As a politician, he contributed
to the lively and robust democracy
that the Israelis enjoy today, but he
never shied away from reaching out
across lines if he thought that was in
Israel’s interest.

As a friend to the United States, his
legacy is the unshakeable bond be-
tween our two countries, our govern-
ments, and our people. As a leader, he
showed the world that extending a
hand and daring to work for peace is
worthy and just. He shared the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1994 with Yasser Arafat
and Yitzhak Rabin. The legacy of the
Oslo Accords remains active today.

We must continue to work toward a
two-state solution, a Jewish and Pales-
tinian state living side by side in peace
and security. Shimon Peres’s legacy is
the patient, difficult, taxing, and nec-
essary work of negotiations. It is only
through direct negotiations and direct
contact between the two sides, Israelis
and Palestinians, that we can achieve
this objective.

Shimon Peres leaves behind incred-
ibly important initiatives, such as the
Peres Center for Peace. This is a peace-
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