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health care will ‘‘lead to increased 
competition and reduced premiums,’’ 
and ‘‘ensure that consumers have the 
affordable choices they deserve,’’ even 
though virtually everything about the 
Obamacare experience contradicts that 
conclusion. 

The inevitable result of the course 
my colleagues want to follow is a sin-
gle-payer health care system, even if 
many of them won’t admit that is their 
long-term goal. I have noted several 
times that, in a world where the gov-
ernment dictates both the products on 
the health insurance market and the 
prices at which they are sold, the even-
tual result will be a market where the 
government is the only available pro-
vider. 

From the time Obamacare was draft-
ed, I have argued that Democrats in-
tended to keep expanding the role of 
the government in the health care sec-
tor until they could argue that, after a 
series of failures, the only option left is 
a nationalized, single-payer health care 
system. 

And my arguments have been called 
paranoid and inflammatory by pundits 
and politicians on the other side; yet, 
looking at this current campaign sea-
son, it is not remotely a stretch to say 
that my colleagues support and eventu-
ally intend to impose a health care sys-
tem run entirely by the government. 

Whether we are talking about taxes 
or health care or anything else, the 
problem with this type of rhetoric and 
all of these campaign promises isn’t 
that my colleagues are simply wrong 
on the facts. The problem is that, when 
the rubber meets the proverbial road, 
these kinds of promises don’t lead to 
good results for the American people. 

And, here is why: While some unfor-
tunately seem to live in a perpetual 
election cycle, once the votes are all 
counted, we have an obligation to actu-
ally govern the country. 

I know that fact is sometimes lost on 
a number of people in this town, but it 
is the cold, honest truth. The purpose 
of elections is to eventually enact poli-
cies that are preferred by the voters. 

Yet, in every election, candidates and 
Members of Congress spend months 
taking unreasonable positions and 
making outlandish promises because 
they play well with the voters. But, 
once the election is over, all of that 
rhetoric—the promises as well as the 
attacks—have to be translated into ac-
tual policy. And, far too often, that 
process of translation leads either to 
gridlock when elected officials refuse 
to move off of their unreasonable cam-
paign positions or to results that, in 
the eyes of many voters, appear wa-
tered down in comparison to the prom-
ises they heard in the middle of cam-
paign. 

Is it any wonder, then, that the 
American people are, by and large, 
growing more distrustful of the govern-
ment? 

Is it any wonder why the vast major-
ity of Americans across the ideological 
spectrum have a negative view of Con-
gress? 

As chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee, I am well aware that I am 
going to be tasked with translating 
election-year rhetoric into workable 
policies. I am also aware that the poli-
cies that fall within the Finance Com-
mittee’s jurisdiction are often those 
where we hear some the most conten-
tious rhetoric and unrealistic promises 
during each and every election cycle, 
which makes the job of crafting policy 
that much harder. 

Don’t get me wrong, I don’t doubt my 
own ability to reach policy solutions 
that can satisfy members of both par-
ties, and, as chairman and previously 
as ranking member, I have worked very 
hard to do so. And, prior to that time, 
I had a great deal of success working 
through difficult policy matters with 
members in both parties to find the 
right answers to complex problems. 

I believe strongly that we can be suc-
cessful in coming up with tax policies, 
health care policies, or any other poli-
cies that serve the best interests of the 
American people. I simply do not be-
lieve that election-year rhetoric and 
hyperbolic campaign promises are the 
right starting points for these efforts. 

Allow me to boil it down a little fur-
ther and get more specific. 

I believe wholeheartedly that we can 
reform our broken Tax Code on a bipar-
tisan basis, I just don’t think we can do 
it by starting with the notion that tax 
reform should be about raising revenue 
for increased spending and punishing 
disfavored income groups, unpopular 
industries, or savvy investors. 

I also believe we can find a bipartisan 
way to fix our ailing health care sys-
tem. But I simply don’t believe that it 
can be done if we are focusing on ex-
panding government in order to keep 
campaign promises to create a govern-
ment-run health plan. 

I look forward to tackling these 
issues with my colleagues and to reach-
ing across the aisle to find the right 
answers. In my view, that will be much 
easier to accomplish if my friends on 
the other side of the aisle will eventu-
ally be willing to set aside the rhetoric 
they have employed during the cam-
paign to appease their base. 

I am willing to work with anyone to 
address these and other issues. We’re 
just going to have to find a way to cut 
to through the politics and partisan-
ship that all too often slows us down. 

f 

JUSTICE AGAINST SPONSORS OF 
TERRORISM BILL 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, today I re-
luctantly voted to sustain President 
Obama’s veto of the Justice Against 
Sponsors of Terrorism Act, JASTA. It 
is essential that we honor families of 
the 9/11 victims. I am supportive of 
their efforts to pursue justice and hold 
accountable foreign powers that sup-
port terrorism in the United States. 
However, I am concerned that JASTA 
erodes longstanding international im-
munity protections that are essential 
to the security of the United States. 

As President Obama explained in a 
letter to me, ‘‘Enacting JASTA into 
law . . . would neither protect America 
from terrorist attacks nor improve the 
effectiveness of our response to such 
attacks. . . . JASTA sweeps much 
more broadly than 9/11 or Saudi Arabia, 
and its far-reaching implications would 
threaten to undermine important prin-
ciples that protect the United States, 
including our U.S. Armed Forces and 
other officials overseas, without mak-
ing us any safer.’’ 

In its current form, JASTA under-
mines the principle of sovereign immu-
nity in U.S. courts, which could have 
significant reciprocal ramifications. If 
JASTA becomes law, other countries 
will likely follow suit and enact laws 
that threaten U.S. interests and jeop-
ardize the United States’ ability to op-
erate internationally. As Secretary of 
Defense Ash Carter noted, ‘‘[JASTA] is 
likely to increase our country’s vulner-
ability to lawsuits overseas and to en-
courage foreign governments or their 
courts to exercise jurisdiction over the 
United States or U.S. officials in situa-
tions in which we believe the United 
States is entitled of sovereign immu-
nity. U.S. Servicemembers stationed 
here and overseas, and especially those 
supporting our counterterrorism ef-
forts, would be vulnerable to private 
individuals’ accusations that their ac-
tivities contributed to acts alleged to 
violate a foreign state’s law.’’ 

As the Senate Democratic leader, I 
feel an obligation to support my Presi-
dent. Although I am voting to sustain 
the President’s veto, I would be sup-
portive of follow-on efforts to modify 
the JASTA bill in a way that would 
allow victims to secure justice while 
protecting core U.S. interests. 

f 

CONTINUING RESOLUTION 

MR. DURBIN. Mr. President, I want 
to take a few minutes to talk about the 
continuing resolution passed by the 
Senate earlier today. This bipartisan 
agreement is the result of weeks of ne-
gotiations between Democrats and Re-
publicans in both the House and Sen-
ate. It funds the Federal Government 
through December 9 at fiscal year 2016 
levels and provides much-needed fund-
ing to fight the ongoing Zika public 
health emergency. We also now have an 
agreement on a path forward to finally 
address the public health crisis in 
Flint, MI. 

Funding the government through a 
stop-gap measure like this is not ideal, 
but it provides Congress additional 
time to negotiate a larger funding 
agreement to fund the Federal Govern-
ment through the end of the 2017 fiscal 
year. 

Included in this agreement is $1.1 bil-
lion in emergency funding to help 
States and our Federal health agencies 
properly respond to the Zika epidemic. 
As of last week, there were more than 
23,000 reported cases of Zika in the 
United States and its territories, in-
cluding more than 2,000 pregnant 
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women who have been infected. This 
money will be used for vaccine develop-
ment, mosquito control, and the deliv-
ery of much needed health care. 

While I am glad Congress will finally 
provide these much-needed funds, Con-
gress should have provided this funding 
sooner. It has been 7 months since the 
President requested emergency funding 
to address Zika and 4 months after the 
Senate passed a bipartisan bill to pro-
vide Zika funding. 

But it has taken this long for Repub-
licans to finally agree to drop their 
outrageous demands to attach partisan 
poison pills to this vital public health 
funding. The agreement does not in-
clude controversial policy riders to 
overturn provisions of the Clean Water 
Act, nor does it block money from 
going to Planned Parenthood health 
centers that so many women rely on to 
access health care. 

We have also reached a bipartisan 
agreement on providing funding to ad-
dress the crisis in Flint, MI. The people 
of Flint have waited 1 year—far too 
long—for Congress to do our job and 
address the public health emergency 
that has poisoned 9,000 children and 
left 100,000 residents without access to 
clean and safe water. Instead of turn-
ing on the tap to make breakfast or 
take a shower, Flint residents start 
their day by waiting in long lines for 
bottled water to feed and bathe their 
children, take showers, and stay 
healthy. The House has moved to in-
clude funding for Flint in their Water 
Resources and Development bill, and I 
am hopeful that a final agreement on 
assistance for Flint will be reached in 
the coming months. I also hope the 
final agreement will include funding 
for other communities, like those in 
my home State of Illinois, facing lead 
contaminated water issues. 

While this continuing resolution is a 
promising, bipartisan step forward, I 
am concerned about a provision that 
limits the Security and Exchange Com-
mission’s ability to finalize, issue, or 
implement a corporate political spend-
ing disclosure rule. In 2010, the Su-
preme Court issued a far-reaching deci-
sion in Citizens United v. Federal Elec-
tion Commission. On a divided 5–4 vote, 
the Court struck down years of prece-
dent and held that the First Amend-
ment permitted corporations to spend 
freely from their treasuries to influ-
ence elections. As a result of Citizens 
United and a series of decisions that 
followed in its wake, special interests 
and wealthy, well-connected campaign 
donors have so far poured more than $2 
billion of outside spending into recent 
Federal elections, including 2016 races. 
In the years since Citizens United, sev-
eral of my colleagues and I have called 
for the SEC to initiate a rulemaking 
requiring public companies to disclose 
their political spending to share-
holders. More than 1.2 million securi-
ties experts, institutional and indi-
vidual investors, and members of the 
public have asked the SEC for a disclo-
sure rule. Such a rulemaking would 

bring much-needed transparency to the 
U.S. political process. Shareholders de-
serve to know when outside spending in 
political campaigns comes from the 
coffers of a company they have in-
vested in. 

Unfortunately, last year, this provi-
sion limiting the SEC’s rulemaking au-
thority was slipped into the omnibus 
appropriations bill, which we had to 
pass in order to fund the government 
for the 2016 fiscal year. And I am dis-
appointed that under this continuing 
resolution, this rider will continue to 
strangle the SEC’s authority. I will 
work with my colleagues to strike this 
problematic rider in future legislation. 

I am also disappointed that the con-
tinuing resolution fails to address on-
going issues with the Export-Import 
Bank. Last fall, a bipartisan majority 
of the House and Senate joined to-
gether to end a 5-month shutdown of 
the Export-Import Bank. Despite the 
end of the shutdown, the Bank remains 
unable to function because the board 
lacks the quorum necessary to approve 
financing deals of more than $10 mil-
lion. This not only harms large manu-
facturers and their employees, it also 
has a negative impact on thousands of 
small businesses that are suppliers and 
subcontractors and the hard-working 
men and women they employ. The 
President has nominated two qualified 
candidates, including a Republican, to 
serve on the board, but those nomina-
tions are being held hostage by the 
Chairman of the Senate Banking Com-
mittee. That is why I have supported 
language to deem the existing board as 
having the quorum needed to do its 
work until these nominations can be 
considered—a move that is not unprec-
edented. It is my hope that we will con-
tinue to work together to restore the 
Bank’s operating board quorum so that 
we can prevent further disruption to 
the economic security of American 
workers. 

I am proud that bipartisan coopera-
tion resulted in today’s continuing res-
olution to keep the federal government 
open and operating through December 
9, but our work here in Congress is 
hardly done. I will continue to work 
with colleagues over the months ahead 
to reach a bipartisan agreement on 
how we will fund the federal govern-
ment for the year to come and finally 
provide funding to address the public 
health crisis in Flint. 

f 

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ILLI-
NOIS ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS 
OF POLICE 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, this 
year marks the 75th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Illinois Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police, and I wish to 
commend the association for its seven- 
and-a-half decades of dedicated service 
to the people of Illinois. 

Since its creation in 1941, the asso-
ciation has worked to elevate the 
training and professional development 
of law enforcement leadership through-

out the State, including working to es-
tablish the Police Training Institute at 
the University of Illinois. The associa-
tion makes sure that police chiefs have 
the information and training they need 
to engage in effective community po-
licing. From its headquarters on Fifth 
Street in Springfield, the association’s 
influence has spread across the Nation 
and the world, with seven members of 
the association having served as the 
president of the International Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police. 

Throughout its history, the associa-
tion has worked to earn and maintain 
the respect of the people the associa-
tion’s members serve. The association 
has been guided by its values of com-
passion, integrity, accountability, fair-
ness, professionalism, innovation, con-
tinuous improvement, diversity and in-
clusion. Not only has the association 
represented the voices of Illinois’ law 
enforcement leaders as they work to 
protect the community, but the asso-
ciation also has given back to the com-
munity through its longstanding sup-
port of the Special Olympics and other 
charitable causes. 

As the association comes together on 
October 1, 2016, to celebrate its 75th an-
niversary, I want to recognize and 
honor the Illinois Association of Chiefs 
Of Police, its more than 1,200 members 
from nearly 500 agencies across Illinois, 
its staff, and its board of officers: 
President Chief Steven Casstevens of 
the Buffalo Grove Police Department, 
First Vice President Chief James 
Kruger of the Oak Brook Police De-
partment, Second Vice President Chief 
Brian Fengel of the Bartonville Police 
Department, Third Vice President 
Chief Steven Stelter of the Westchester 
Police Department, Fourth Vice Presi-
dent Chief James Black of the Crystal 
Lake Police Department, Immediate 
Past President Chief Frank Kaminski 
of the Park Ridge Police Department, 
and Parliamentarian Chief Russell 
Laine of the Fox Lake Police Depart-
ment. 

Our men and women in law enforce-
ment put their lives on the line every 
day to help protect and serve our com-
munities. For the past 75 years, the Il-
linois Association of Chiefs of Police 
has been there to help support and 
guide Illinois’ police chiefs and their 
departments every step of the way. I 
am grateful to the association for its 
steadfast service to our State, and I 
commend and honor the association on 
the occasion of its 75th anniversary. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CREATING ENTRE-
PRENEURIAL OPPORTUNITIES 
PROGRAM 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the Creating Entre-
preneurial Opportunities, CEO, pro-
gram, a yearlong class that creates a 
real-world learning environment for 
high school students across Illinois. 

The CEO program was started by au-
thor Jack Schultz, Craig Lindvahl, and 
other community leaders to change the 
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