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against Zika, and it ensures that vet-
erans and the victims of severe flood-
ing and the heroin and prescription
opioid crisis are not left behind. It is
clean. It is fair. We should pass it.

Now, it is true that some in the
Democratic leadership would like to
turn this simple 10-week funding bill
into some unnecessary partisan food
fight. They think it is good election-
year politics, but they have struggled
to explain how they might even justify
a vote against it. They can’t do it on
spending levels; they already agreed to
those. They can’t do it on controversial
riders; there are none. They can’t do it
on Zika; we have a bipartisan com-
promise there. Both Democrats and Re-
publicans agree on the need to help
vets, flood victims, and those suffering
from the heroin and prescription opioid
crisis.

So if both parties support what is ac-
tually in the clean CR-Zika package,
then just what in this bill are Demo-
cratic leaders opposed to? It turns out
they are trying to take our country to
the brink, not based on something that
is in this bill but something that isn’t,
and it is something the Senate already
addressed in the appropriate vehicle to
do so.

On September 15, the Senate voted to
pass the Water Resources Development
Act, which includes assistance for the
families affected by lead poisoning in
Flint. As Chairman INHOFE has pointed
out, WRDA is not only the proper vehi-
cle to address the situation facing
Flint now, it is also the proper vehicle
to help prevent water infrastructure
crises in the future. The House is now
prepared this week to pass WRDA as
well, and Chairman INHOFE has pledged
he will continue to pursue resources for
Flint once the bill goes to conference.

We know it is important to help the
victims of recent severe flooding.
Democrats are now suggesting, how-
ever, that we not provide that relief
unless they get an unrelated rider in
this clean CR-Zika package. Is their so-
lution then to remove help for flood
victims? If their solution is to remove
help for flood victims, they should say
S0.
So let’s be clear. It would be cruel for
any Senator who just voted to help
Flint to now turn around and filibuster
the victims of floods, the heroin and
prescription opioid crisis, and Zika as
part of some partisan game.

Senators in both parties know this. I
know our Democratic friends under-
stand this, especially when we consider
their calls to do more to address the
heroin and prescription opioid crisis,
and especially when we consider the
letter they just wrote on Zika this
month.

Let me read some of what they had
to say: ‘“‘Zika is now well established in
the United States with cases of local
transmission by mosquitoes being re-
ported in multiple areas of Florida, as
well as the U.S. territories,”” Demo-
cratic Senators wrote. It is causing
‘“‘babies [to] die, pregnant women and
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communities [to] suffer, [and] adults
[to] worry about future long-term neu-
rological risks from Zika. . . . "

These Senate Democrats called for
immediate passage of a bipartisan Zika
package because ‘‘[tlhe longer we
delay, the greater the . . . irreparable
human harm from Zika.”

This is what they said: ‘“The time for
partisan games is over.”’

Now, that is a letter Senate Demo-
crats wrote just this month. The bill
before us contains a compromise Zika
package that both parties support.

Senator NELSON, a Democrat from
Florida, understands the urgency of ad-
dressing Zika, and that is why he sup-
ports this bill which, as he noted, rep-
resents a ‘‘clean $1.1 billion to help
stop the spread of the Zika virus with
no political riders.”

Senator SCHATZ, a Democrat from
Hawaii, also voiced his support for the
Zika compromise in this bill. Just last
week, he said it is good for his State
and urged that we ‘“move forward with
providing the CDC with the resources
it needs.”

Senator NELSON and Senator SCHATZ
are just 2 Democratic Senators out of
nearly 30 who penned the letter earlier
this month calling for quick congres-
sional action on Zika. I ask all of them
to join us and act now.

Just as we joined together to help
Flint earlier this month in the appro-
priate vehicle, now it is time for Demo-
crats to join with Republicans to en-
sure veterans and those impacted by
Zika, flooding, and the heroin and pre-
scription opioid crisis do not fall vic-
tim to a partisan filibuster.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized.

DONALD TRUMP

Mr. REID. Madam President, vir-
tually every time Donald Trump says
or does something discriminatory—and
that is often—the media relies upon a
catalog of buzzwords to describe his ac-
tions. The press uses words like hate-
ful, intolerant, bigot, extremist, preju-
dice, to name but a few. Yet there is al-
ways one word that many of the press
conspicuously avoid: Racist. They
never label Trump as a racist, but he is
a racist. Donald Trump is a racist.
“Racist” is a term I don’t really like.

We have all, with rare exception—I
don’t know who it would be—said
things that are not politically correct,
but I don’t know of anyone, when that
happens, who doesn’t acknowledge it
and, if necessary, apologizes quickly,
but Donald Trump doesn’t believe the
racist things he does and says are
wrong. He says them with the full in-
tent to demean and to denigrate. That
is who he is.

Each time Trump is given a chance
to apologize and make amends, he re-
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fuses, and then he doubles down on
what he said before. The media is not
holding Donald Trump accountable at
all. He is not being held accountable.

So why do reporters and pundits ab-
stain from calling Trump what he is—
a racist? It is not as if Trump’s racism
is new. His bigotry has been on display
since the early days of his business ca-
reer.

When Donald Trump was still work-
ing at his father’s side as second in
command, the Department of Justice
slapped their company with a civil
rights lawsuit. Why? Because they de-
served it. Undercover Federal officers
in New York found that the Trumps
discriminated against potential ten-
ants by rejecting applications for hous-
ing from African Americans and Puerto
Ricans.

Trump has even had a secret system
for discriminatory practices. As the
Washington Post reported:

Trump employees have secretly marked
the applications of minorities with codes,
such as ‘No. 9’ and ‘C’ for colored. . . . The
employees allegedly directed blacks and
Puerto Ricans away from buildings with
mostly white tenants and steered them to-
ward properties that had many minorities.

In the 1980s, Trump took his racism
to Atlantic City. This is Donald Trump
at his best. He cheated, coerced, filed
bankruptcy, did anything he could to
cheat people out of money. In the proc-
ess, his racism came to the forefront in
Atlantic City. Trump was accused of
making his African-American employ-
ees move off the casino floor when he
didn’t want to see them, which was any
time he came to the casino. One em-
ployee, Kip Brown, said:

When Donald and Ivana came to the ca-
sino, the bosses would order all the black
people off the floor. It was the eighties, I was
a teenager, but I remember it: they put us
all in the back.

Trump was later fined $200,000 by the
New Jersey Casino Control Commission
for that act of disgusting racism.

In the 1990s, John O’Donnell, the
former president of Trump Plaza Hotel
and Casino, wrote a book about his
time working with Donald Trump.
O’Donnell reported that Trump fre-
quently denigrated African Americans.
He remembers a lot, but he specifically
remembers Trump saying of his ac-
countants:

I’'ve got black accountants at Trump Cas-
tle and Trump Plaza. Black guys counting
my money! I hate it. The only kind of people
I want counting my money are short guys
that wear yarmulkes every day.

How about that?

I've got black accountants at Trump Castle
and Trump Plaza. Black guys counting my
money! I hate it.

Those are
Trump’s mouth.
The only kind of people I want counting my
money are short guys that wear yarmulkes
every day.

That is what he said.

Speaking of another African-Amer-
ican employee, Trump told O’Donnell:

I think the guy is lazy. And it’s probably
not his fault because laziness is a trait in
blacks. It really is. I believe that.

words from Donald
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That is Donald Trump. He thinks
that Blacks are lazy and that they
can’t help it because it is one of their
traits. Trump didn’t deny it. He later
admitted: ““The stuff O’Donnell wrote
about me is probably true.”

But since Donald Trump became in-
volved in Presidential politics, his rac-
ism has reached even new heights.
Trump led the so-called birther move-
ment to delegitimize our first African-
American President. Last year, an-
nouncing his candidacy for President,
Trump denounced Mexican immigrants
as ‘‘criminals, drug dealers, rapists.”

Consider all of the despicable racist
things he has done this year alone. He
has repeatedly called for a ban on Mus-
lims entering the United States.
Trump attacked a Gold Star dad and a
Gold Star mother. They are Muslims.
Their son, CPT Humayun Khan, was
killed in battle, but Donald Trump
didn’t only question Mr. Khan, he ques-
tioned Mrs. Khan. She was sitting
there, and he said: I guess she is not
talking because she is forbidden to
speak by Islam.

Donald Trump refused to condemn
former KKK grand wizard David Duke,
who is still in politics.

Donald Trump has retweeted mes-
sages from Nazi sympathizers and
White supremacists.

Donald Trump launched a racist at-
tack on U.S. District Court dJudge
Curiel, a man born in Indiana, but
Trump didn’t like that because his
mom and dad were of Mexican heritage.
He said he should be disqualified from
hearing the case. Speaker RYAN called
Trump’s offensive attack ‘‘a textbook
definition of a racist comment.”” This
is the U.S. House of Representatives
Speaker, who acknowledges that his
Republican Presidential nominee is a
racist. Yet here we are, 7 weeks from
election day, and the Speaker of the
House and the Senate Republican lead-
er are both endorsing this racist man.

Republicans should not support a
man for President who by their Speak-
er’s own admission is the textbook def-
inition of a racist. Think of the exam-
ple Republicans are setting for our Na-
tion’s youth. Republicans are normal-
izing this racist behavior. This will be
their legacy—one of them. They have
plenty to add to that. Those who refuse
to denounce Donald Trump’s actions as
racism are complicit in propagating
and normalizing his hate.

It is time for reporters and journal-
ists to be honest with the American
people. They owe Americans the truth:
Through his words and deeds, Donald
Trump is a racist.

CONTINUING RESOLUTION

Mr. REID. Madam President, I want
to make a few comments on the CR.
Senator MCCONNELL has given a great
statement, but about whom? It is a
straw man argument. We don’t oppose
the Zika legislation. We don’t oppose
helping flood victims. But we want
more. We think it should be taken care

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

of, but it hasn’t been in this bill, that
is for sure.

On opioids, we think it should be
really funded, not this pitter path that
doesn’t do anything. What it does is
allow you to spend money that is not
here. We think we should do the Sha-
heen legislation and pay for it. We do
believe we should not leave Flint be-
hind, though.

The CR proposed by the Republicans
is short on a number of issues, and I
will talk only about two of them this
afternoon.

I was especially disappointed to see
the Republicans’ proposal regarding
another disaster—a disaster that has
been ongoing for well over a year. This
CR, this funding measure, does not put
a single penny toward Flint, MI—not a
penny. The people of Flint, MI, have
been waiting for emergency assistance
to clean up poison water for more than
a year. There are 100,000 people—chil-
dren—lead-poisoned already.

Senate Republicans claim they will
address the needs of Flint when we re-
turn after the election. Well, we have
heard that before, haven’t we? That
has been the Republicans go-to move in
stalling funding for Flint—they always
claim they will do it at a later time.
Flint has heard this and heard this and
heard this. In the meantime, the people
of Flint, if they are fortunate, can take
a drink of water out of a bottle and
bathe in bottled water.

We ran out of time months ago. We
ran out of time when the Republicans
decided to take a T7-week vacation,
which is something that was remark-
able in history, in more than 60 years.
With the time we are going to have off
before December 9 with the funding
resolution, it will be the longest break
the Senate has had going back, we be-
lieve, to before the Depression—the
Great Depression, not the Bush depres-
sion.

The crisis has been going on for a
long time. Two and a half years ago,
Flint learned that its water was not
safe. Nine months ago, Republican
Governor Snyder and President Obama
declared the Flint, MI, water crisis an
emergency. Five months ago, the Sen-
ate Environment and Public Works
Committee passed water infrastructure
legislation with a bipartisan aid pack-
age for Flint. I commend the chairman
of that committee, Senator INHOFE,
over and over for agreeing to do the
fair thing. That package was voted out
of the Senate less than 2 weeks ago on
a vote of 95 to 3 as part of the so-called
WRDA Act, but the House Republicans
made it clear they have no intention of
putting funding for Flint in that bill.
Still the people of Flint wait for assist-
ance.

I have heard all the happy talk: Well,
the Republicans are going to take care
of this. Call and tell me you are going
to take care of it. Give me some assur-
ances that you are going to take care
of it because 100,000 Flint residents
continue to struggle with having safe
water to drink. In fact, 40 percent of
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the people of Flint live below the pov-
erty line.

Flint, MI, is a community of color—
African Americans. The junior Senator
from Louisiana was especially callous
in dismissing the people of Flint. It is
hard to acknowledge what he said, but
I am going to do it. He called the resi-
dents of Flint ‘‘other people’s grief.”
Well, using his analogy, the things we
have done over the years with all the
problems that Louisiana has had—hur-
ricanes, floods, wind storms, and this
latest ravaging rain they got—in Ne-
vada, I guess that is somebody else’s
problem—the people of Louisiana. The
many problems we have had in Texas
over the 1last decade—they are
everybody’s problem, but not by the
definition of the Senator from Lou-
isiana. They are not other people’s
grief.

I would suggest the relatively new
Senator from Louisiana needs to figure
out what the name of his job is. It is
United States Senator—not State sen-
ator from Louisiana, United States
Senator. He can look out for the people
of Louisiana and yet turn a cold shoul-
der to fellow Americans in Michigan.
Congress must act to address emer-
gencies whenever and wherever they
occur, especially to help wvulnerable
Americans, because every one of these
emergencies is creating lots of vulner-
able Americans.

The people of Flint deserve justice,
and 90,000 children who have been lead-
poisoned deserve justice. But instead of
helping the people of Flint, they prom-
ise to use this government funding
measure to feed their addiction to un-
disclosed and unaccountable dark
money. What the Republican leader
stuck in this funding resolution is a
provision to prevent the Securities and
Exchange Commission from telling cor-
porations that they must disclose cam-
paign contributions. If ever there were
legislation contained in a resolution
that didn’t deserve to be there, it
would be that. Shadowy interest
groups are spending hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars on trying to elect hand-
picked political candidates.

What is this dark money? It is all
these advertisements with all these
phony front groups, most of which are
funded by the Koch brothers. You
won’t see their name on anything other
than something to divert your atten-
tion—a public service announcement
about how good Koch Industries is for
creating jobs. Well, Koch Industries is
great for trying to get richer and rich-
er and trying to enrich these two
wealthy, Republican, rightwing men
who are doing everything they can to
buy America. They are doing pretty
well, I have to give them credit for
that. If they continue the way they
are, they are going to be first in line.
They are going to be the No. 1 oligarch
in America, and they can match to see
if they are entitled to be even a notch
higher than the No. 1 oligarch in Rus-
sia. Russia is an oligarchy, and because
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