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Mile and all the other areas in cities
across the country will continue to
drown in overdoses and deaths. Our cit-
ies are fighting a war, and we need to
help them.

Throughout Massachusetts, people
are growing angrier and angrier by the
day. They are frustrated by Congress’s
lack of response to this, and frankly so
am I. The deaths caused by this epi-
demic are growing exponentially every
single year, but the only thing that
outpaces those deaths are the empty
promises of funding made by this Con-
gress. I believe history will judge this
Congress by how we responded to the
prescription drug, heroin, and fentanyl
epidemic that is devastating this coun-
try. We have little more than 100 days
left in this Congress to do the right
thing—100 days to show the American
people that partisan politics will not
impede our responsibility to respond to
what may ultimately become the
greatest public health crisis of the 21st
century in the United States.

The U.S. Congress has an opportunity
to let all those who are struggling with
addiction know we have heard their
stories, help is on the way, and we will
not forget them. We must let them
know that no matter how dark life
seems right now, there is hope, and
sunlight will grace them once again.
Treatment works, recovery is possible,
but this Congress must provide the
funding for that treatment and recov-
ery. We must fund the $1.1 billion the
President is asking for the opioid crisis
in our country. We can no longer turn
a blind eye or a deaf ear to that re-
quest.

Families all across our country des-
perately need this help. There is a ter-
rorist that is across the streets of
every city and town in our country,
and it is this opioid epidemic. It is a
terrorist that is more deadly for those
families in America than anything that
is going on in Aleppo. It Kkills 30,000
people a year, and the numbers are
growing on the streets of our country.
We know what the cause of it is. We
know more treatment is needed for
those who are already affected. It is
the responsibility of this Congress to
provide that funding.

As we now talk about a continuing
resolution, the Republicans still refuse
to talk about funding for this opioid
crisis. If we do not deal with this issue,
we do not deal with the public health
crisis on the streets of our country
right now.

I urge every Member, regardless of
party, to listen to the families of this
country, listen to those who are suf-
fering, need help, and are looking to us
to give them the assistance they need.
These family members are heroes, but
heroes need help. They are turning to
us, and so far we have not given them
the help or the treatment and recovery
programs they need.

At this point, I yield back the re-
mainder of my time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAs-
SIDY). The Senator from Florida.
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Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask to
be recognized to speak in morning busi-
ness.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is recognized.

———

ZIKA VIRUS FUNDING

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, first of
all, as to the news that has already
been reported today, there is a broader
issue about funding the government
that remains in play with some issues,
and there has been back and forth
about that which will continue. I want
to specifically talk about one of the
provisions involved in this; that is, the
funding for Zika. My colleagues know I
have been discussing this issue for
quite some time over the last few
months as it has spread.

Let’s start with the United States.
Across the U.S. territory, there are
now close to 20,000 cases of Zika. There
are over 3,300 infections in the main-
land of the United States; 867 of them
are in Florida and 90 were transmitted
locally, meaning it happened in the
State. There are 89 infections in Flor-
ida involving pregnant women. There
are 85 infections now among U.S. serv-
icemembers, two of whom are preg-
nant. There are 21 dependents of U.S.
servicemembers infected with Zika,
and one of them is pregnant. This is an
issue that continues to grow in ur-
gency, and it has taken far too long for
Congress to act. As I have said repeat-
edly, both parties are to blame that we
are at this point.

What I am more optimistic about is
the fact that we have reached a bipar-
tisan agreement to fund the Federal
Government’s response to this virus,
and it is a $1.1 billion package. There is
$15 million specifically targeted for
States with local transmissions, and so
far Florida is the only State that has
local transmissions. It also includes $16
million specifically for territories like
the Island of Puerto Rico, which has
had the highest number of affected
American citizens, and that is by far.
It is not even close.

So next week when we come back, we
are expected to vote on these anti-Zika
resources, and it is going to be part of
the larger bill to fund the Federal Gov-
ernment beyond September 30. I know
that some of those other issues have
yvet to be worked out. There will be
some extensive debate about some of
the issues remaining, but this provi-
sion is an important part of this, and it
has to be a part of the final package as
we send it over to the House.

I will begin by laying this out today
in the hopes that not just my col-
leagues in the Senate will support the
funding mechanism for Zika but also to
begin to speak to some of our House
colleagues about how important it is
that we get the anti-Zika funding
passed. Passing this funding will enable
this money to begin to flow to help
those who are being hurt by the virus
but also so that medical researchers
can focus on developing a vaccine with-
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out having to worry about their re-
sources drying up.

I think this package that has been
put together in a bipartisan way right-
fully prioritizes funding for Americans
in Puerto Rico and Florida, and I am
encouraged that our repeated calls for
action on their behalf are beginning to
be answered. I think that as we go
through some of the details of it here,
as some of it becomes public and as we
go through some of the issues, I know
people are going to care about it.

This anti-Zika funding provides $1.1
billion. By the way, the Senate already
passed the $1.1 billion provision—I be-
lieve back in May—so the Senate has
already acted on this once. This is kind
of revisiting this issue, but it is impor-
tant. We are going to have to lead the
way on how this is structured.

Among the provisions, there is al-
most $400 million for mosquito control
and surveillance. That is money which
will go to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and to do things
like support vector controls, technical
assistance for States, as well as inter-
national response activities. Of this
amount, by the way, $44 million is to
reimburse States for public health
emergency preparedness funding that
was transferred for Zika response ac-
tivities.

There is about $400 million for vac-
cine and diagnostic development
through the National Institutes of
Health and the Biomedical Advanced
Research and Development Authority.
This is strictly related to research for
Zika, vaccine development, and the
commercialization of diagnostic tests.
It is hard to get a test for Zika now. A
couple of weeks ago, someone whom I
know well could not find a place to do
the test because there is not a commer-
cially available one that is widely
available.

It provides about $75 million to reim-
burse health care providers in States
and U.S. territories that have active
Zika transmission, for those without
private health insurance. That includes
$40 million for community health cen-
ters in Puerto Rico and U.S. terri-
tories, $6 million for the National
Health Services Corps in Puerto Rico,
and $20 million for maternal and child
health special projects of regional and
national significance in Puerto Rico
and the U.S. territories.

It requires a spending plan of not
later than 30 days after this act is
passed, so it has oversight, and it pro-
vides about $1 million for oversight ac-
tivities just to make sure the money is
being appropriately targeted.

This funding also includes about $175
million to support response efforts re-
lated to the Zika virus—for example,
our diplomatic and consular programs;
$14 million to address the Zika virus
abroad, including our own personnel.
For emergencies in the Diplomatic and
Consular Service, we include about $4
million to support potential costs of
evacuating U.S. citizens from Zika-af-
fected countries.
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There is $1 million to enable financ-
ing of $1.9 million in repatriation loans
to U.S. citizens who are seeking to
leave a Zika-affected area outside of
the United States or who have been ex-
posed to or contracted Zika.

As part of the global health pro-
grams, there is another $145 million to
support the ability of infected coun-
tries to implement vector management
and control programs to reduce the
transmission of the virus. This is im-
portant because a lot of the cases we
are seeing are coming from other coun-
tries. The virus has taken off in places
like Brazil and other places, and when
we have U.S. visitors to those places,
ultimately what we are finding is that
some people infected by Zika abroad
are trying to come into the United
States, even if they come in poten-
tially on a tourist visa or what have
you. So part of this effort is to control
it abroad so it doesn’t ultimately
spread and reach here.

There is a lot, as I said, that is com-
plex. There are a lot of funds available.
The good news is that it is being tar-
geted in the right direction. The good
news for Florida is that as the only
State so far that has had a global
transmission of Zika, we have included
$15 million, which I think will be in-
credibly helpful for Florida.

So I urge my colleagues—we have all
come at this from a different perspec-
tive. There were a lot of other issues in
play and a lot of political rhetoric sur-
rounding this, but I think we have
reached the point where, at least when
it comes to Zika, we can rally around
the proposal that is before us. It is as
good as we are going to get given the
time constraints we face, and we have
waited far too long. We cannot leave
here on September 30, next week, with-
out moving something forward, and I
think this gives us the best chance to
get it done.

I urge my colleagues to support it as
we go into the new week, and I urge
the House Members to look at this and
rally around it. We have to take action
on this once and for all. This gives us
the best chance of success.

I am cautiously optimistic that we
are going to be able to get this done
over here. I say ‘‘cautiously’ because I
want people at home to understand
that this provision for Zika is part of a
much bigger product that involves
funding the Federal Government, and
there are all sorts of other issues that
are still being debated.

As we heard the minority leader and
others who have already spoken
today—I read it in the press—they are
not big fans of the proposal that is on
the table. There are broader issues at
play that could potentially derail Zika,
issues that have nothing to do with
Zika funding. There are other issues
being debated that could derail funding
for Zika that have nothing to do with
Zika but involve some of these other
issues associated with the funding of
the government.

This is important enough for us to
move forward. I don’t think anyone
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wants to see a government shutdown,
of course, but beyond that, I think we
have to get moving on this funding. We
have heard loud and clear that this has
taken far too long.

Let me say that if this money doesn’t
start flowing—because I have been
really hard on the administration
about spending the money that is al-
ready available to them, but now I can
tell you that money is slowly dwin-
dling. Here is the fact: If we don’t get
something done over the next few days,
the research on the vaccines and other
things are going to stop and come to a
grinding halt.

If we want to save money on Zika, if
we want to save money on this issue
once and for all, develop a vaccine.
That is what needs to happen. That
can’t happen if the funding is being
threatened or if the funding is not
something they can count on to move
forward. Also, these local governments
and municipalities and the State of
Florida have already expended signifi-
cant amounts of money to deal with
this issue, including the mosquito con-
trol efforts. So that is important.

These cases are going to happen
whether we fund it or not. That is why
I wanted us to do this in April and in
May and June and in July. It took too
long. Here is where we are now. Better
late than never. Let’s get this done as
soon as possible so that we can give as-
surance to our people back home that
the Federal Government has stepped up
and their elected representatives have
done their job to deal with this issue
once and for all.

With that, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
RUBIO). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, today
I rise to address an issue vital to the
future of our country and to the future
of our planet: climate change.

When President Kennedy told the Na-
tion that we would land a man on the
Moon by the end of the 1960s, he said:

We choose to go to the moon in this decade
and do other things, not because they are
easy, but because they are hard . . . because
that challenge is one that we are willing to
accept, one we are unwilling to postpone,
and one which we intend to win.

It was an ambitious goal—one that
many believed was beyond reach. The
technology was not all in place. But on
July 20, 1969, America and the entire
world watched Neil Armstrong take
one giant leap for mankind and become
the first human to walk on the Moon.
It was a powerful moment. We achieved
President Kennedy’s vision. We accom-
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plished the improbable. We accom-
plished what many people thought was
impossible because America and the
American people are known for over-
coming great challenges and achieving
the impossible and because we set an
ambitious goal that inspired us to push
past the limits of what we had pre-
viously thought achievable. Now we
have to do it again.

But whether we are looking out to
the Moon or out to the stars, we have
to focus here on spaceship Earth and
save our planet from catastrophic cli-
mate change. We have to move quickly
because to save our planet—our beau-
tiful, blue-green planet—we have to
keep it from warming more than 2 de-
grees Celsius, which is 3.6 degrees
Fahrenheit. The planet has already
warmed nearly 1 degree Celsius since
we started burning fossil fuels, and we
are running out of time.

Moreover, despite growing attention
and growing concern around the world,
humankind’s production of global
warming gas is still increasing rather
than decreasing. We are in a race
against time, and at this moment, we
are losing that race.

We need immediate, bold action.
That is why in the upcoming months I
will introduce a plan that challenges
our Nation to transition to 100 percent
clean and renewable energy by the year
2050—a plan referred to as 100 by 50.
The 100 by 50 plan will set a goal of
having no more than 50 percent of our
country’s energy come from fossil fuels
by 2030 and a complete phaseout of en-
ergy from fossil fuels by the year 2050.

There will be those who, as with
President Kennedy’s challenge, will say
that is beyond reach, but we already
have in hand the vast majority of the
technology needed to meet this chal-
lenge. We need market incentives that
will dramatically accelerate the intro-
duction and deployment of these tech-
nologies. We need a continued effort to
improve the affordability and effi-
ciency of these technologies. Like
going to the Moon, this has to be a
challenge that our generation is will-
ing to accept, unwilling to postpone,
and that we intend to win.

Climate change is here, and it is al-
ready having devastating impacts on
our world. We can observe climate
change in many different ways,
through temperature readings of the
planet, through the measuring of car-
bon dioxide which drives temperature
increases, and we can see it through
the changing, damaging facts on the
ground, from glaciers to fire seasons,
to droughts, to rising sea levels.

Consider this. Since May of 2015, each
and every month has set a new tem-
perature record—the hottest May of
2015, hotter than any May ever re-
corded; June of 2015, hotter than any
June ever recorded; July of 2015, hotter
than any July ever recorded and so
forth, 16 months in a row. As NASA has
recently announced, August of this
year, 2016, has tied July of this year,
2016, as the hottest month ever re-
corded, not just the hottest July, not
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