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America’s truck drivers sacrifice pre-
cious time with their families while de-
livering their products to millions
more. This week, we pause to say
thank you.

I salute these fine professionals and
their families for their dedication to
delivering life’s essentials safely and
securely.

———————

20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
LORING JOB CORPS CENTER IN
LIMESTONE, MAINE

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, on Oc-
tober 1, 1996, the first students arrived
at the new Loring Job Corps Center in
Limestone, ME. It is a pleasure to rec-
ognize this milestone 20th anniversary
of this program, dedicated to helping
disadvantaged young people develop
the determination, abilities, and char-
acter to succeed.

In the two decades since its founding,
the Loring Job Corps Center has grad-
uated more than 10,500 students.
Whether they go on to the workforce,
higher education, or the military,
these graduates take with them the
skills, self-confidence, and resolve to
overcome the setbacks, obstacles, and
failures that are part of life. The focus
on community service at Loring helps
to create the engaged citizens that are
so important to Maine’s future.

In addition to providing training and
education, Loring Job Corps has devel-
oped a nationally recognized
premilitary program and is one of the
highest military placement Job Corps
centers in our Nation. This is a fitting
tribute to the namesake of the former
Air Force base on which the center is
located: MAJ Charles Loring, a Maine
native who was awarded the Medal of
Honor posthumously for heroism in the
Korean war. Two years ago, the Loring
Job Corps Center reaffirmed its respect
for those who serve our Nation by re-
dedicating its dining center, Dahlgren
Hall, in memory of LT Edward Dahl-
gren, a World War II Medal of Honor re-
cipient from nearby Perham, ME.

Young people today face a great
many challenges and threats to their
well-being, and Job Corps students at
Loring and throughout the Nation are
no exception. It is essential that Con-
gress continues to work with the De-
partment of Labor to strengthen poli-
cies to better ensure the safety of the
young men and women who enter the
Job Corps to better their lives.

The national Job Corps program was
founded more than a half-century ago
on the noble idea that, if given the op-
portunity, the support, and the train-
ing, America’s at-risk young people
could overcome any obstacles and
achieve. For 20 years, Loring Job Corps
graduates have turned that idea into
reality. I congratulate the faculty,
staff, and students for this accomplish-
ment and offer my best wishes for con-
tinued success.

Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I join
my esteemed colleague, Senator COL-
LINS, in recognizing the 20th anniver-
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sary of Loring Jobs Corps Center in
Limestone, ME. This center is a sub-
sidiary of the Department of Labor’s
national Jobs Corps program, which
provides vocational training, edu-
cation, and opportunity to our Nation’s
at-risk youth. Over the past two dec-
ades, the Loring Jobs Corps has been
an important part of that noble effort.

Throughout our great Nation, young
people face roadblocks to their per-
sonal and vocational success. Recog-
nizing that every member of society
has potential if given opportunity,
Jobs Corps gives people the skills they
need to overcome these problems and
create better engaged members of soci-
ety. Through their efforts, they have
inspired self-confidence and a sense of
commitment to the community in the
lives of their members. Through mili-
tary service, higher education, or the
workforce, graduates of the Jobs Corps
have been able to make a difference in
the world and been an inspiration for
countless others.

Since its opening in 1996, Loring Jobs
Corps Center has been at the forefront
of the effort to improve the lives of dis-
advantaged young people and provides
them with the skills necessary to
thrive in their communities. Through
career training and education, Loring
Jobs Corps has helped over 10,500 stu-
dents to a brighter, fuller future and
stands poised to help thousands more.
A testament to the program’s success,
the Loring Center has even become one
of the highest military placement Job
Corps centers in the country.

I like to think of Maine as one big
small town. As such, we all have a re-
sponsibility to help disenfranchised
youth in our communities, and the
Loring Jobs Corps has gone above and
beyond in accepting this responsibility.
I thank the center for its consistent
dedication to at-risk youth, commend
them for their long record of service,
and wish them the best of success for
years to come.

————

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL F.
BUCHWALD

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President,
today I wish to pay tribute to Mike
Buchwald, a dedicated member of my
staff for over 9 years. Mike has served
in my personal office, as my counsel,
and finally, as deputy staff director for
oversight and policy on the Senate Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence. Over
this time period, Mike has displayed a
work ethic like none other. I have
come to rely deeply on his attention to
detail and exceptional command of the
Nation’s intelligence analysis.

Before joining the committee, Mike
served an associate at the inter-
national law firm of O’Melveny &
Myers, where he specialized in crimi-
nal, congressional, and internal inves-
tigations of corporations and nonprofit
entities as a member of the white-col-
lar defense and strategic counseling
groups. He served as a law clerk for
Federal District Judge George P.
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Schiavelli in California, where he was
born and raised. Prior to law school, he
worked as a legislative assistant in my
personal office for 3 years. Mike earned
his J.D. from the University of Vir-
ginia School of Law and his B.A. cum
laude with distinction in history from
Yale University. He is a member of Phi
Beta Kappa and has been admitted to
practice law in California and the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

Mike’s accomplishments on the In-
telligence committee were extensive,
many of which were completed behind
the scenes in furtherance of the com-
mittee’s oversight mandate. Two im-
portant public reports on which Mike
was involved were the 2010 report on
Attempted Terrorist Attack on North-
west Airlines Flight 253 and the 2013
SSCI Review of Terrorist Attacks on
U.S. Facilities in Benghazi. Both re-
ports were critical in helping improve
our understanding of these attacks and
how the U.S. Government and the in-
telligence community can prepare for
them in the future.

The sheer volume of other committee
activities in which Mike was engaged
are too numerous to mention. Suffice
it to say that he was an integral part of
my intelligence team, supporting me
and the committee in the enactment of
seven consecutive intelligence author-
ization bills and overseeing the most
complex activities undertaken by our
government. He has unmatched passion
for congressional oversight, for the in-
telligence community, and for this
country’s national security. Mike not
only served me well, but was the con-
summate professional with all mem-
bers and committee staff on both sides
of the aisle.

Mike will continue to further his
government career by accepting a posi-
tion within the U.S. Department of
Justice’s National Security Division. I
am certain the Department will find
him to be a shining light, committed to
protecting this country and its citi-
zens. It is also important for me to ac-
knowledge the support Mike has re-
ceived from his fiancée and now wife,
Jamie Lynn Poslosky. I thank her for
allowing Mike to spend many late
nights in the office meeting the over-
sight demands of the Intelligence Com-
mittee.

I am pleased to have this opportunity
to publicly thank Mike and to wish
him the very best in all his future en-
deavors. I will miss his insights and his
ability to always have the right docu-
ment at hand for any discussion or de-
liberations. Thank you, Mike, for your
many years of service and dedication
both to the country and to me person-
ally.

TRIBUTE TO ANNETTE MARIE
GILLIS

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, as
chairman of the Select Committee on
Ethics, on behalf of the members of the
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committee and its staff, it is my privi-
lege to give public notice and honor-
able mention to the outstanding serv-
ice that Annette Marie Gillis, deputy
staff director, has provided to the com-
mittee and the Senate for the past 36
years.

Annette, the middle child of Henry
Lee and Geneva G. Gillis’s seven chil-
dren, was born and raised in Alexan-
dria, VA. She began her Federal service
in 1979, right after high school, with
the U.S. House of Representatives,
working first for Congressman Herbert
E. Harris and then for Congressman
Carl D. Purcell.

In September 1980, Annette came to
the Senate Select Committee on Ethics
as a staff assistant. While working for
the committee, she earned an associate
of science degree in management from
Northern Virginia Community College
and then a bachelor of arts in Psy-
chology, magna cum laude, from
Marymount University. Because of her
intellect, hard work, and profes-
sionalism, she advanced to become sys-
tems administrator, then chief clerk,
and finally, in 2005, deputy staff direc-
tor. Her contributions to the critical
work of the committee have been in-
valuable. Over the years, serving under
14 different chairmen, including myself
and Senator BOXER, Annette has been
the constant in the committee’s work,
expertly managing the operations of
the committee and its staff.

I now would like to yield to the Sen-
ator from California, whom I have had
the honor of serving with on the Select
Committee on Ethics, so that she can
say a few words about Annette.

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President,
Annette’s contributions go far beyond
the committee itself. Through her
work on the committee’s education and
training programs, reporting require-
ments, and compliance functions, An-
nette has reached the entire Senate
community and, indeed, the Nation.
Her contributions, drawn from a re-
serve of institutional knowledge and
experience, have been immeasurable.

The committee commends Annette’s
unwavering commitment to its work
and is honored to have been the bene-
ficiary of her loyal service. Despite the
impact of her retirement, we, the com-
mittee members and staff, are pleased
to see Annette receive the recognition
she deserves for her decades of faithful
service to the U.S. Senate and the
American people.

We ask our colleagues to join us in
thanking Annette for her invaluable
service to the Select Committee on
Ethics, the Senate community, and our
Nation.

We thank you, Annette, for your 36
years of dedicated service.

———

TRIBUTE TO ROB NOEL

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I wanted
to take a moment to thank a key mem-
ber of my office who, after more than 4
years of service to the people of Flor-
ida, is leaving us tomorrow to pursue a
new career opportunity.
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Rob Noel started in our office’s com-
munications shop, often rising before
the sun to see what was in the news
and to make sure my staff and I had
the latest info on the issues of the day.
Over time, his duties would grow, even-
tually becoming our speechwriter and
deputy communications director.

Rob is a talented writer and has been
an invaluable part of our efforts to
communicate the causes that are im-
portant to us, to shine a spotlight on
injustices we see around America and
the world, and to rally support for the
ideas and solutions that we believe can
make a difference for people.

On behalf of myself, your colleagues,
and the people of Florida, thank you,
Rob, for your service. We wish you the
best.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TEXT TO 911 IN NEW JERSEY

e Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I wish
to commend the hardworking men and
women in New Jersey who have made
significant strides to ensure our State
keeps pace with modern technology
when it comes to public safety. This
month, all 21 counties in our great
State will have access to expanded 911
services, by being able to text to 911 in
case of emergency.

This exciting new development will
help save lives across our State and
serves as a national model for receiv-
ing public safety services. Text to 911
further empowers persons with disabil-
ities—such as hearing or speech im-
pairments—who may have previously
faced barriers to accessing emergency
services. Today, 911 in New Jersey is
open and accessible to more residents
than ever before, and I commend the
hard work and collaboration in New
Jersey that resulted in this accom-
plishment.

Tragically, there are situations that
happen every day where victims of
crime or domestic violence are not in a
position to physically call 911. With
text to 911, individuals who can’t speak
on the phone can still access vital serv-
ices. Further, with text to 911 enabled,
there may soon come a time when vic-
tims can send information they never
could have before, such as photos
which can be instantly shared with
first responders on the ground.

In February of this year, the text to
911 system was rolled out at Rutgers
University and showed excellent re-
sults. In July, Camden County an-
nounced its successful implementation
of this new service. And today all coun-
ties in our entire State have access to
this convenient way of reaching local
police. While this service is incredibly
important and helps bring our emer-
gency communications into the 2l1st
century, it is important to note that,
at this time, a phone call is preferred
over a text message. I commend the
educational campaign that has accom-
panied the text to 911 roll out, sharing
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the message to ‘‘call if you can, text if
you can’t.”

With this month’s announcement,
New Jersey leads the way as the fifth
State to implement text to 911 in the
entire Nation. This major achievement
would not have been possible without
the commitment and collaboration
from cellular providers, Rutgers Uni-
versity, and other host sites across the
State, as well as State and local gov-
ernments and emergency response pro-
fessionals who came together to ad-
vance this goal. I am confident that
text to 911 will have a tremendous im-
pact on the residents of our State, and
I hope our successes and lessons
learned in New Jersey can help further
inform other States seeking to update
their 911 capabilities and better protect
their citizens.e

———
REMEMBERING RONNIE BALDWIN

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President,
today I wish to remember the life of
Ronnie Baldwin, who passed away on
August 28, 2016.

Ronnie Baldwin led a life dedicated
to public service. He joined the Wynne
Police Department after graduating
from Wynne High School in 1970. He
served with that department for more
than 15 years, first as a patrolman,
then a lieutenant and a criminal inves-
tigator. He continued his commitment
to protecting the community as the
Brinkley chief of police and served as
sheriff of Cross County from 1999-2008.

He remained committed to the law
enforcement community, serving as ex-
ecutive director of the Arkansas Sher-
iff’s Association, which he told friends
was his dream job.

His commitment to public service ex-
tended beyond the borders of Arkansas.
He was a board member of the National
Sheriffs’ Association and also served as
a board member of the Arkansas Pro-
fessional Bail Bond Licensing Board for
more than 11 years.

Ronnie once said in a newspaper
interview that he believed ‘‘actions de-
fine character.”” Those who had the
privilege of working with him knew
that he lived by those words.

A true family man and dear friend,
Ronnie leaves behind many loved ones,
including his wife, Martha, children,
grandchildren, and many friends. I
want to offer my prayers and sincere
condolences to his loved ones on their
loss. Ronnie was a true hero who led a
life committed to protecting public
safety. I thank him for his lifelong
commitment to Arkansas and law en-
forcement throughout the Nation.e

———

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
LEGAL AID SOCIETY—EMPLOY-
MENT LAW CENTER

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, as the
Legal Aid Society—Employment Law
Center, LAS-ELC, celebrates its 100th
anniversary, I want to congratulate
the staff, volunteers, and supporters of
this extraordinary organization for all
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