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After retiring from NYU, he contin-

ued dedicating himself to causes im-
portant to him, such as democracy, the 
arts, and education. To that end, he 
helped establish two centers at NYU. 
Dr. Brademas founded the John 
Brademas Center at NYU to teach stu-
dents about Congress—to have them 
become more familiar with their gov-
ernment—the legislative process, the 
policies around education and the arts, 
and foreign policy. 

The Brademas Center continues to 
educate some of the best and brightest 
students from around the world, and it 
educates them about democratic values 
and the need for an educated dialogue 
around the public policy challenges we 
are facing today and tomorrow. 

Dr. Brademas also launched and 
served as the first President of the 
King Juan Carlos I of Spain Center, 
which promotes research and scholar-
ship on Spain and Latin America. 

Dr. Brademas was awarded honorary 
degrees by 52 colleges and universities 
during his life—an incredible testa-
ment to his inspirational leadership 
and service to our country, which he 
loved so much. 

He also earned countless awards, 
served on many boards, and received 
numerous prestigious appointments. 
Among those, Dr. Brademas served as 
the chairman of President Bill Clin-
ton’s Committee on the Arts and Hu-
manities and on the board of the Fed-
eral Reserve of New York. 

On a personal note, I was honored to 
call John Brademas my friend and my 
mentor. I got to know him after being 
elected to represent many of the same 
North Central Indiana communities 
that he served so well in Congress for 
so long. When I was elected to the 
House of Representatives, approxi-
mately a decade ago, it was a privilege 
to serve in what many still call ‘‘the 
Brademas seat.’’ 

Over the years, John was a resource 
to me, set an example for me, and was 
an example to so many. He was 
unfailingly kind, helpful, thoughtful, 
and incredibly productive. John burned 
with a deep love for our country and 
with a desire to make the world a bet-
ter place. The State of Indiana, the 
United States, and our world are so 
much better off because of Dr. John 
Brademas. God bless Mary Ellen and 
the Brademas family, God bless Indi-
ana, and God bless America. 

Thank you, Dr. Brademas. 
I yield back. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from West Virginia. 
f 

OPIOID EPIDEMIC 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. President, I would 
like to talk a little bit on the floor 
about an issue that is cascading across 
the country and is deeply troubling in 
the State of West Virginia, the region 
in which I live, and that is the opioid 
crisis we are seeing. 

Many of you have recently read 
about what has happened in the city of 

Huntington, WV. Huntington is a beau-
tiful city. It sits right on the Ohio 
River at the corner of West Virginia, 
Kentucky, and Ohio. It is the home of 
the Thundering Herd of Marshall Uni-
versity. However, 1 month ago today, 
on Monday, August 15, in just a 4-hour 
period, this small city of Huntington 
was the site of 28 overdoses. Respond-
ing to this mass overdose occupied all 
of the ambulances in the city and more 
than a shift’s worth of the police offi-
cers in Huntington. 

Of the 28 people affected, 26 were re-
vived using naloxone, a lifesaving drug 
that helps reverse overdoses. However, 
the heroin they had used was likely 
laced with a substance so potent that 
the ordinary dose of naloxone was not 
enough. Responders had to use two and 
sometimes three doses of naloxone to 
bring people back to life and out of the 
overdose. 

Rashes of overdoses due to particu-
larly strong batches of heroin have 
been happening more and more fre-
quently. This is heroin that is likely 
laced with fentanyl or a new product 
we have heard about—a synthetic prod-
uct—called carfentanil, which is a drug 
used to sedate elephants and other 
large animals that is 100 times as po-
tent as fentanyl. Apparently, this is 
happening much too frequently. 

Versions of this chaotic scene are 
happening day after day in big cities 
and small towns in Kentucky, New 
Hampshire, Ohio, and Florida. The re-
gion and area of my friend Senator 
PORTMAN, the State of Ohio and Cin-
cinnati, probably 2 or 3 days after this 
occurred in Huntington had the same 
thing occur but much larger. 

What makes the recent spate of 
overdoses in Huntington so noteworthy 
is that Huntington is a city that knows 
it has a problem and is doing all the 
right things to fight it. Under the may-
or’s guidance, they have really worked 
hard to put together a great consor-
tium, which began in 2014, to fight this 
scourge on their town. The mayor 
started the office of drug control pol-
icy. They have staffed the office with 
people who have intimate knowledge of 
the problem. 

They are not hiding their head in the 
sand. They are not saying it is some-
thing else. They know what this prob-
lem is, and they are trying to hit it 
face on. In staffing the office, they 
have a former police chief, a fire de-
partment captain who is also a reg-
istered nurse and works at the hos-
pital, and a police department criminal 
intelligence analyst. They have created 
a strategic plan which focuses on three 
general principles: prevention, treat-
ment, and law enforcement. 

The plan embraces harm reduction 
strategies, including weekly training 
for citizens on how to use naloxone. I 
actually went to a naloxone training 
seminar myself, just to see. If you are 
trained on it properly, it can make the 
difference. It can make the difference 
in preventing people from inflicting ir-
reversible damage to themselves and 
others. 

Huntington has expanded their adult 
drug court and recently received a 
grant to launch the Women’s Empower-
ment and Addiction Recovery Pro-
gram—a specialized track within the 
drug court that will expand services to 
address the needs of drug-addicted 
prostitutes. Even in the face of the 
overdose, they are making progress. In 
fact, the cooperation among local 
agencies—and the sad reality that they 
are well-practiced and well-trained— 
can also be accredited with the 26 lives 
they have saved. 

While the overdose rate in Hun-
tington has remained steadily high, the 
number of deaths from overdose has 
fallen, and that is an encouraging sign. 
Jim Johnson, who is the director of the 
Huntington Mayor’s Office of Drug 
Control Policy has said: 

What we are seeing around the country is 
overdose deaths going up—[especially] with 
the rise of fentanyl and . . . [other sub-
stances]. It’s not good that our [Huntington] 
overdose rate is holding—but compared to 
others having real increases—it’s encour-
aging. And we are happy the death rate is 
down. 

As I have heard from West Virginians 
and read in local and national news ac-
counts about this rash of overdoses, I 
think: What have we done and what do 
we need to do to help cities all across 
this Nation? 

The Comprehensive Addiction and 
Recovery Act, or CARA, marked a big 
first step forward. It reflects some of 
the best practices we have seen in 
places like Huntington. It includes re-
forms to help law enforcement respond 
to this epidemic, such as the successful 
drug court programs that operate in 
West Virginia and in many other 
States. 

It expands the availability of 
naloxone and allows funds to be used 
for followup services for those who re-
ceive another chance at life. When 
somebody comes into the emergency 
room in an overdose situation, is ad-
ministered naloxone, and 1 or 2 hours 
later gets up and just walks out the 
door, we haven’t really followed 
through on our public health obliga-
tion. 

In this bill, we have followup services 
so that person can be followed by a 
home visit or a home phone call to see 
what their situation might be. 

I proudly voted for CARA, as most of 
us did, and believe it is an excellent 
first step, but that is exactly what it 
is—a first step. Now we must take a 
fresh look at this epidemic—an epi-
demic that, to me, is threatening to 
take an entire generation, this next 
generation of our best and brightest. 

We must look at ways to stop the 
drugs from getting to our commu-
nities. One solution is the Synthetics 
Trafficking and Overdose Prevention 
Act, or STOP Act, which was recently 
introduced by Senators PORTMAN, 
AYOTTE, and JOHNSON. 

The STOP Act, of which I recently 
became a cosponsor, is designed to stop 
dangerous synthetic drugs such as 
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fentanyl and carfentanil from being 
shipped through our borders and ad-
dresses any gaps in our mail security. 

Earlier this year, I announced that 
the DEA had established a tactical di-
version squad in Clarksburg, WV. It 
probably doesn’t sound like much but 
it will be a big help to enhancing our 
law enforcement efforts to stay one 
step ahead of this influx of drugs. 

Programs like the High Intensity 
Drug Trafficking Area Program, known 
as HIDTA, are critical in helping to co-
ordinate initiatives that reduce drug 
use and abuse in communities. We 
must embrace and intensify prevention 
strategies in our schools, community 
centers, and our afterschool programs. 

Our youth cannot think that this epi-
demic is acceptable or that it is the 
new normal. We must ensure that when 
someone decides they want treatment 
for their drug use, they have access to 
this treatment. There are no lists of 
people to admit into incarceration. 
There is no waiting list here. Yet there 
is a waiting list for our drug treatment 
and prevention centers. 

September is National Alcohol Ad-
diction and Recovery Month, and today 
Senator MURPHY of Connecticut and I 
are offering a resolution which honors 
the significant achievements of those 
citizens who are now in recovery. The 
resolution also recognizes the nation-
wide need for increased access to treat-
ment. 

This is an area where there is so 
much more work to do. We must have 
the detox beds available and the work-
force trained and ready to assist those 
seeking treatment. We also want to 
make sure we have a range of treat-
ment options available. This is defi-
nitely not a one-size-fits-all problem. 
Each addict found their way to addic-
tion in a different way, and each must 
figure their own path out, whether 
through inpatient rehab, peer-to-peer 
rehab, medication-assisted therapy, a 
12-step program, or, most likely, a 
combination of these and other op-
tions. 

It is also essential that we remember 
that recovery does not end when an ad-
dict finishes treatment. Services need 
to be available to assist with their 
transition back into society. 

We must look at the collateral ef-
fects substance abuse has on our com-
munities, whether it is through in-
creased violent crime, child neglect 
and abuse, or disease, especially hepa-
titis and HIV, given the rise in heroin 
use. 

Are there immediate solutions for all 
of these problems? No, we have found 
there aren’t. But, like the city of Hun-
tington, we must continue to come to 
terms with the extent of the problem 
in order to know what solutions do 
make sense, and, like Huntington, 
progress is going to be incremental and 
it will take time. We can begin to tack-
le some of the problems through com-
monsense changes and policies. 

One example is Jesse’s Law, a bill 
named after a West Virginian. She was 

a daughter, a sister, and an addict in 
recovery. Following surgery from a 
running injury, despite her best efforts 
and those of her family, Jesse was dis-
charged from the hospital—she had 
told the hospital she had addiction 
issues—she was discharged from the 
hospital with a prescription for 50 
oxycodone pills and fatally overdosed 
later that evening. By amending the 
privacy regulations for persons with 
substance abuse disorders, we can en-
sure that those individuals receive the 
safe, effective, and coordinated care 
they need to prevent other tragedies 
like Jesse’s and her family’s from oc-
curring. 

I recognize that these problems are 
also going to take additional funding. 
As a member of the Appropriations 
Committee, along with the Presiding 
Officer, I will work to ensure that 
these resources are going to programs 
that best meet a State’s needs, whether 
it is HIDTA, the DOD’s counterdrug 
program, or substance abuse grants. In 
the fiscal year 2017 Labor-HHS appro-
priations bill, there is a $126 million in-
crease for programs fighting opioid 
abuse. In bills passed by the com-
mittee, funding to address heroin 
opioid abuse is more than double last 
year’s levels. However, I also know this 
problem cannot be solved by simply 
throwing money at it. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to 
develop additional policies to tackle 
these problems. We must consider all 
options. The outcomes are sad. I mean, 
I personally know families who have 
been affected by this. I think every-
body does. If you are in a townhall 
meeting and you ask for a show of 
hands from those who have a story or 
know somebody from their church or 
their children’s friends, almost every 
hand in the meeting will go up. 

We need to work with State and local 
officials to learn what is working and 
what is not. 

I will also keep fighting for an addi-
tional issue, a side issue that is just as 
important, which is veterans who rely 
on the VA programs to help with their 
opioid addiction, or that newborn who 
is born dependent on opioids, or the ad-
dict who is willing to seek treatment, 
and any other person because prac-
tically every person in this country is 
touched by this disease. 

I will keep fighting for cities like 
Huntington that even in their darkest 
hours continue to move forward and 
fight every day toward a brighter drug- 
free future. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak in morn-
ing business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is recognized. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 
Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I will 

start today with some numbers. Unfor-
tunately, some of these numbers are all 
too familiar to Americans concerned 
about the horror of gun violence. There 
are 3 numbers: 49, 280, and 99. 

Forty-nine, unfortunately, we know 
maybe more than the other two num-
bers. That is the number of people 
killed in Orlando just a couple of 
months ago in the worst act of gun vio-
lence we know of. So many Americans 
watched that horror and would have 
guessed that the Senate would have 
acted with a sense of purpose and ur-
gency and even outrage to begin to 
take steps to reduce gun violence. Un-
fortunately, that didn’t happen a cou-
ple of months ago. There were 49 killed 
in Orlando. We can recite the other 
communities in the country over the 
last not just number of years but even 
the last several years, and 49 is the Or-
lando number. 

I am not sure we hear enough about 
the other two numbers, which are the 
weekly death toll or the weekly toll of 
violence in cities and communities 
across the country. Two hundred and 
eighty is the number just in the last 
week who were shot across the country 
and 99 is the number killed. That is 
just 1 week. 

For purposes of my remarks, to set 
aside numbers for a moment and con-
sider the human trauma, the human 
tragedy, the toll of that, it is almost 
incomprehensible, all of the families 
who have been destroyed by gun vio-
lence. For many of us, it is a news 
event that we watch on television and 
read about. We are horrified. We pray 
for the victims. We wish for action to 
be taken to at least begin—just begin 
to reduce gun violence, but then we 
move on. Most of us move on if we are 
not directly affected, but those fami-
lies don’t move on. Their lives are ei-
ther destroyed forever or adversely im-
pacted in some way forever, mothers 
and fathers and brothers and sisters 
and husbands and wives and friends. It 
is impossible to in any way describe 
the adverse impact this problem is hav-
ing. 

There are some who would say there 
is not much we can do about it other 
than enforce the law, and that is their 
point of view. I don’t happen to agree 
with that. I think we need to take the 
same approach to this issue as we have 
taken to any issue the American people 
have faced over many generations. 
Most of the time we come together 
with concerted action and begin to 
tackle a problem. It might take a year, 
it might take 5 years, it might take 25 
years, but, as Americans, in most cases 
we come together and begin to address 
the problem. Only in Washington does 
that not happen anywhere near often 
enough. 

There are a couple of commonsense 
steps we can take right now—meaning 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:32 Sep 16, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00098 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G15SE6.042 S15SEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-10T17:21:47-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




