
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5584 September 13, 2016 
majority of the Nation’s counties are 
expected to have only one or two insur-
ers offering plans in the exchange, and 
eight entire States are expected to 
have only a single insurer in the ex-
change to choose from. That is because 
just last night we learned that Con-
necticut would likely become the lat-
est State with only a single insurer on 
the exchange next year. We learned 
something else last night as well: One 
of the few remaining ObamaCare co-ops 
will not offer plans in New Jersey next 
year. 

This is part of a broader trend we 
have seen across the country, with 
ObamaCare co-ops shuttering and forc-
ing Americans to find new coverage as 
a result. Just look at what happened in 
New Hampshire. The Granite State’s 
co-op was, in the words of New Hamp-
shire Public Radio, ‘‘the exact type of 
business that was supposed to make 
the individual insurance market more 
competitive’’ under ObamaCare. But 
the co-op recently announced that it 
would close down operations in the 
State anyway. That is forcing thou-
sands to find another plan, and it is 
forcing taxpayers to foot the bill. 

Here is what one New Hampshire edi-
torial had to say after the announce-
ment: 

The entire ObamaCare scheme was set up 
on faulty premises. . . . You can’t force peo-
ple to buy health insurance they don’t want, 
subsidize mediocre insurance plans people 
can’t afford, and still claim to hold down ris-
ing medical expenses. 

‘‘The program,’’ the paper continued, 
is ‘‘destroying itself.’’ 

Collapsing co-ops and withdrawing 
insurers aren’t the only signs that 
ObamaCare is ‘‘destroying itself.’’ Just 
look at my home State of Kentucky, 
where premiums could rise by dis-
tressing rates—in some cases as high as 
47 percent. It is no wonder my office 
continues to hear from people who are 
desperate for relief from this law. 

One Louisville mom said her family’s 
health care costs will consume nearly 
one-fifth of their budget this year. She 
said: 

This health care law has been far from af-
fordable for my family. Every year we exten-
sively research for the least expensive cov-
erage we can find. Nevertheless, our pre-
miums continue to skyrocket. . . . Our out- 
of-pocket expenses have greatly increased as 
well. . . . No, we didn’t have junk insurance 
before ObamaCare, but I’m rather certain 
that what we have now IS junk insurance. 
. . . I wish someone would explain to us how 
a hard working middle class family paying 
this much for health insurance became a 
loser under ObamaCare. 

Here is another letter from a Lex-
ington father of three and small busi-
nessman who has provided insurance to 
his employees at no cost for decades 
because he says it is ‘‘the right thing 
to do.’’ Now he worries how he will be 
able to afford that next year, with his 
small business facing substantial in-
creases when it comes to health care 
expenses. 

Here is what he said: 
At these rates, we will likely be forced to 

consider alternatives, including forgoing in-

surance altogether or pushing at least some 
of the additional cost onto our employees. 

This is thanks to, as he put it, ‘‘the 
cynically named Affordable Care Act.’’ 

These are the realities of ObamaCare 
for middle-class Americans across our 
country. Democrats can deny it, Demo-
crats can say this is all some mes-
saging problem, Democrats can pretend 
ObamaCare has been terrific for the 
country, as the Democratic leader tried 
to convince us last week, or they can 
accept that many years after 
ObamaCare’s passage, the opposite of 
Senator SCHUMER’s prediction is prov-
ing true, and it is anything—any-
thing—but terrific. The reason Ameri-
cans are negative about ObamaCare is 
precisely because of its substance. Un-
fortunately, their fears have material-
ized. 

ObamaCare is shrinking choices, and 
higher costs present a stark contradic-
tion to what its champions promised. 
Democrats gave us plenty of soaring 
oratories in 2009. I remember it well. 
We are finding that the sleepless 
nights, unpaid bills, and broken prom-
ises are actually becoming the hall-
marks of this partisan law. 

It is time for Democrats to stop de-
nying reality and ignoring the con-
cerns of our country. They need to stop 
pretending that ObamaCare’s failures 
can be solved by doubling down on 
ObamaCare with a government-run 
plan. It is time for Democrats to fi-
nally work with us to build a bridge 
away from ObamaCare and toward real 
care for the country because, as one 
Kentucky op-ed asked, ‘‘if the ACA is 
failing so completely in delivering on 
its promises, why keep it? Why throw 
good money after bad?’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader. 

f 

THE SENIOR SENATOR FROM 
TEXAS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a few 
things to say in a minute, but first I 
want to say this: Before coming to the 
Senate and the House, I was a trial 
lawyer. I have tried over 100 cases to 
juries, and some of those cases were 
very difficult. During the time we were 
in court with the opponent attorney, it 
was very hard, but as I look back to 
those days, never after a case was com-
pleted were there any hard feelings be-
tween me and my adversary during the 
trial. 

The reason I mention that today is 
because I was thinking of my time here 
over the last few years. I have been in 
the Senate a long time. Someone else 
who has been here a long time, al-
though not as long as I have, is the as-
sistant Republican leader. He had a dis-
tinguished career, prior to coming 
here, in the law. He was a member of 
the Texas Supreme Court, and he was 
noted for being the lawyer that he is. 

I want to say to my friend—he is here 
on the floor today—that we have had 
our differences, and we speak about 
them often. Yesterday I criticized him 

for doing something that I thought was 
wrong and not in good keeping with 
the standards of the Senate, but I want 
everyone to know that my criticism of 
the senior Senator from Texas is not 
based on anything dealing with his 
character or integrity. I am going to 
continue criticizing him and others 
whom I feel are not living up to their 
responsibilities as a Member of the 
U.S. Senate. 

I just want the RECORD spread be-
cause a lot of my intention over the 
last several months has been directed 
toward the Senator from Texas. I want 
him to know that I appreciate his 
being on the floor today. I look back 
with—pride is maybe the wrong word— 
satisfaction about my time in the 
courtroom. Those were difficult cases 
that I had. When it was all over with, 
the feelings of the two attorneys were 
over with. There were no ill feelings. 
We would then move on to our next cli-
ent. So I hope the Senator from Texas 
accepts my brief statement here in the 
manner that it is being offered. 

f 

OBAMACARE 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, the Repub-

lican leader loves to come to the floor 
once or twice a week to talk about how 
bad ObamaCare is. What I say to him is 
this: His constant attacks on 
ObamaCare do not take away from the 
fact that there are 20 million people 
who have health insurance today who 
didn’t have it 6 years ago. The Senator 
from California came as the speech was 
being given by the Republican leader 
and said to me: Remind him of what is 
going on in California—that we love 
ObamaCare. It is working wonderfully. 
Millions of people in California have 
health insurance that they didn’t have 
before. She reminded me that in those 
States where the Republican Governors 
have agreed to do Medicaid, it is great. 
In fact, where States have expanded 
into Medicaid, the rates are approach-
ing 10 percent lower than in other 
States. 

I need not look at California. Let’s 
look at Nevada. We have a conservative 
Republican Governor. Brian Sandoval 
is his name. I have learned to accept 
the fact that he is doing a good job. In 
spite of the fact that in running for 
Governor he beat my son, Brian 
Sandoval is a good person. He is doing 
a good job as Governor of the State of 
Nevada. He stepped aside and was not 
worried about the criticism he would 
receive by helping the people of the 
State of Nevada, and he has Medicaid 
in the State of Nevada. The rates there 
are some 7, 8 percent lower than had he 
not done that. 

My friend, the Republican leader, 
complains about the few choices in the 
ObamaCare marketplace. Wow, that 
takes a lot of chutzpah to say that. Be-
fore ObamaCare, people had no choice, 
or the choice was either paying a lot, a 
whole lot, or not doing anything. Many 
people just skipped insurance. They 
were willing to take their chances. 
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Now, people go to the marketplace and 
they have lots of choices. That is why 
we have 20 million more people who 
have health insurance now who didn’t 
have it before. There are many exam-
ples, but my friend the Republican 
leader just ignores them. Preexisting 
conditions—think about that. Prior to 
ObamaCare, if you had a child who was 
born with a birth defect of some kind, 
if you had a child that developed diabe-
tes, or if you were an adult who might 
have had a car accident, or you were a 
woman—a woman—who had a pre-
existing condition, you had to pay 
more for your health insurance, if you 
could get some. 

Everyone seems to ignore the good 
that has come from ObamaCare. 
Eighty-five percent of the people in the 
marketplaces get financial assistance 
in buying their coverage. After assist-
ance, people are paying an average of 
$175 a month for their health insur-
ance. 

So ObamaCare is a signature issue of 
the Obama administration. As he an-
nounced yesterday, he is very happy 
with what ObamaCare has done for the 
American people, and it should be 
made better. It could be made better so 
easily if we could have a little bit of 
cooperation from the Republicans—a 
little bit. But we are going to continue 
focusing on making sure that people 
understand how well it has worked. 

f 

CONTINUING RESOLUTION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, last 
evening at 4 o’clock or thereabouts, I 
had the opportunity to go to the White 
House and visit with the President, 
along with Leader MCCONNELL, Speak-
er RYAN, and Leader PELOSI. We met 
for about 1 hour and 15 minutes. It was 
a very good meeting. We had to discuss 
a number of issues. We discussed a lot, 
but I will not talk about them all 
today. 

There was a discussion about a path 
forward to fund the government to pre-
vent a government shutdown—in spite 
of what the Wall Street Journal said 
today. The Wall Street Journal said in 
an editorial that the Republicans 
should just close the government 
again. I don’t think there are many Re-
publicans who agree with the Wall 
Street Journal editorial. 

There is reason for some very, very 
cautious optimism about our meeting 
last night. We are going to proceed 
carefully. I know the Republicans will 
do the same. We have been down this 
road with the Republicans before. 
Happy talk is just that a lot of times. 
We have been optimistic in the past 
only to see the Republicans fail to live 
up to their end of the agreement. 

If we are going to pass a CR that 
keeps our government open and funded, 
there are a number of problems that 
must be addressed. We have to stop ig-
noring the problems with Zika. This 
has been a problem, according to the 
President of the United States, since 
last February. We have done nothing to 

give these people some relief, and they 
need it. We thought that it was just a 
problem that affected women and preg-
nant women, but it has gotten so much 
more serious than that. That is plenty 
serious. But now they are looking at 
the virus going into people’s eyes and 
causing vision impairment, blindness. 
That is men and women. So we have to 
get something done with Zika. We 
thought we had it all done here with 
the work done by Senators MURRAY 
and BLUNT. We had a bill. It wasn’t ev-
erything we wanted, and it certainly 
wasn’t what the President wanted. It 
was $1.1 billion. We sent it to the 
House. We don’t need to go through 
what gymnastics they went through to 
throw a big monkey wrench into the 
good work we had done over here by 
passing it with 89 bipartisan votes. 

Last week there were 17,000 Ameri-
cans infected with Zika. We are told by 
the Centers for Disease Control that 
there are now 19,000. That is a 13-per-
cent increase in 7 days, and each day it 
is only going to get worse. We need to 
treat the Zika virus like the genuine 
health crisis it is, not a bargaining 
chip for Republicans to use to attack 
Planned Parenthood, fly the Confed-
erate flag, cut veterans spending by 
half a billion dollars, and other such 
things they stuck in the bill that came 
back from the House. 

We want to work with the Repub-
licans to secure Zika funding, but we 
will flatly reject any attempt to under-
mine women’s health. 

Once we have taken care of Zika, we 
must, then, as a Senate address Repub-
licans’ issues dealing with the con-
tinuing resolution, including riders 
dealing with the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. They want to weaken 
the Clean Water Act by exempting pes-
ticide spraying from the EPA’s over-
seeing what goes on there. 

We need to find a way forward on 
both of these important issues, while 
trying to navigate Senator CRUZ’s at-
tempts to slow down the CR. Unfortu-
nately, this is what we have come to 
expect from my friend, the junior Sen-
ator from Texas. This is his shtick. 
Whenever the Senate has a deadline, he 
tries to obstruct government funding 
bills. 

So we have our work cut out for us. 
I am cautiously optimistic the Senate 
will complete its work on the funding 
of Zika and the CR. We can do it, but 
it can only happen if we work together 
and resolve these important topics. 

Mr. President, I ask the Chair to an-
nounce the business of the day. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

WATER RESOURCES 
DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2016 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-

sume consideration of S. 2848, which 
the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 2848) to provide for the conserva-
tion and development of water and related 
resources, to authorize the Secretary of the 
Army to construct various projects for im-
provements to rivers and harbors of the 
United States, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
McConnell (for Inhofe) amendment No. 

4979, in the nature of a substitute. 
Inhofe amendment No. 4980 (to amendment 

No. 4979), to make a technical correction. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The as-
sistant Republican leader. 

CIVILITY 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, while 

the Democratic leader is still on the 
floor, let me express my gratitude to 
him for his remarks earlier. It is true 
that for better or for worse, we both 
have to bear the burden of legal train-
ing and experience in courtrooms 
where we learned that adversaries 
don’t necessarily have to be enemies 
and to disassociate the arguments we 
are making from any personal animus 
or animosity, which, I think, is a very 
healthy and constructive thing to do. I 
always remember the excerpt from 
‘‘The Taming of the Shrew’’ where one 
of the speakers said: ‘‘Do as adversaries 
in law; strive mightily, but eat and 
drink as friends.’’ 

So I think that kind of civility is an 
important admonition for all of us. It 
is one that maybe we don’t always live 
up to but one that I think we should 
continue to strive to emulate. 

So let me just say to the Democratic 
leader that I appreciate his comments 
and perhaps we can all do a little bit 
better in that category. 

OBAMACARE 
As the minority leader also pointed 

out, we have some very big disagree-
ments. It seems as though each day is 
likely to bring more news about the 
awful side effects of President Obama’s 
signature health care legislation, 
ObamaCare, as it has come to be called. 
The truth is that the implementation 
and the reality of ObamaCare has been 
nothing short of a disaster for many of 
the people who I represent in Texas, 
but it is not limited to the 27 million 
people or so who live in Texas. The 
problem has been visited on many peo-
ple, as the majority leader commented 
about earlier with some of the state-
ments he made with regard to its im-
plementation in various other States. 

Unfortunately, when Congress and 
Washington make a mistake, it is the 
American people who have to pay the 
price, and it seems as though the con-
sequences of ObamaCare are only get-
ting worse. 

I think it is worth remembering—I 
certainly remember—that it was on 
Christmas Eve in 2009, at 7 o’clock in 
the morning, when the Senate passed 
the ObamaCare legislation with 60 
Democrats voting in favor of it and all 
Republicans voting against it. I think 
that was the beginning of the failure of 
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