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of self-delusion. That is what we are 
seeing across the country—the Presi-
dent ignoring the facts. 

In the article, the President actually 
says that the health care law should be 
expanded—expanded, he said—by offer-
ing government-run health insurance 
plans. If President Obama and the 
Democrats in Congress think America 
needs more government control, more 
control over people’s health care, they 
are really out of touch with reality. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi. 

Mr. WICKER. Madam President, I 
wonder if the Senator will yield for a 
question. 

Mr. BARRASSO. Most certainly. 
Mr. WICKER. Madam President, the 

Senator makes an excellent point 
about the tremendous cost increases 
that American taxpayers and American 
medical consumers have experienced, 
as well as the number of insurers that 
are just leaving the scheme altogether. 
So Americans really are not any better 
off. 

I appreciate the Senator coming to 
the floor time and again with the facts 
about this issue, but in particular I 
want to go back to a point the Senator 
made with regard to what we are going 
to vote on in a few minutes. Do I un-
derstand from my friend from Wyo-
ming that we will soon be voting on— 
at the top of the hour, we will be vot-
ing on a proposal that funds the Zika 
disease at an amount that the CDC 
says is necessary and at an amount 
that our friends on the Democratic side 
have argued for and voted for time and 
again? Do I understand that to be cor-
rect? 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, 
the distinguished Senator from Mis-
sissippi understands correctly, because 
at this point, the request, and what the 
Democrats voted for earlier this year— 
$1.1 billion, which is what the Centers 
for Disease Control says is the correct 
amount—the Democrats are now seem-
ing to vote against it. They voted 
against it earlier this week. 

Mr. WICKER. This very bill we will 
be voting on funds Zika at that 
amount? 

Mr. BARRASSO. At the amount re-
quested by the Centers for Disease Con-
trol. 

Mr. WICKER. I was disappointed to 
hear the Senator say that he believes 
the Democrats will come in and once 
again block this funding this after-
noon. If that happens, when will be the 
next opportunity that this body will 
have to vote on this vital funding? 

Mr. BARRASSO. I think we are talk-
ing about at least 7 weeks from now. If 
the Democrats don’t change their tune, 
there is a lot of damage that is going 
to occur over that period of time. 

Now is the time to kill the mosqui-
toes because remember, as my col-
league from Mississippi knows, it is the 
mosquitoes that carry the virus—the 
virus that, if a person is bitten and 
gets that virus, can cause all of these 
very consequential health impacts to 

babies who are yet to be born, as well 
as to adults. 

Mr. WICKER. Madam President, I 
would just observe—and there may be 
others who wish to speak in the very 
short time we have—I would just ob-
serve that we have a bill before us that 
gives the administration what they 
have been requesting, that gives our 
friends on the Democratic side of the 
aisle what they have asked for time 
and time again, saying that the Senate 
should act. We have an opportunity to 
do that today and to leave here with a 
victory for health care and a victory 
for the American people. Yet, if we do 
not act—and it appears we will not be-
cause Democrats will come in and ob-
ject and not get the 60 votes—then it is 
going to be a month and a half to 2 
months before we can provide the fund-
ing for this vital disease-prevention 
legislation. 

So I would just say that I would call 
on my colleagues, here at the eleventh 
hour, to reconsider their position. Let’s 
go out for the conventions on a posi-
tive note and give the American people 
the funding the experts in our govern-
ment tell us is necessary. 

I yield the floor to the Senator from 
Wyoming and thank him for yielding 
the time. 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
appreciate so much the comments by 
the Senator from Mississippi, who is 
absolutely right. There are two compo-
nents of this. One is to kill the mosqui-
toes now. The other thing we need to 
move ahead with is coming up with a 
vaccine that can help prevent this 
virus from taking hold if someone hap-
pens to be bitten by a mosquito. So we 
need to do two things: We need the re-
search and we need to kill the mosqui-
toes now. 

It was astonishing that one of the 
Democrats was opposed to the fact that 
what we wanted to do was make it 
easier to spray the mosquitoes because 
we have to spray near water. Well, that 
is where mosquitoes tend to multiply; 
it is where they breed; it is where the 
Zika virus is born. But they were so 
concerned that there would be a regu-
lation that for a short period of time 
would be laid aside. We would still have 
to use only the things that have been 
properly approved for spraying near 
water. It seems as though the Demo-
crats were willing to line up by the 
mosquitoes instead of the people being 
bitten by the mosquitoes. This is how 
ludicrous this has gotten. 

The money requested by the CDC— 
the right amount of money—- is here 
on the floor to be voted on today. We 
have to get the research going. We 
have to spray and kill the mosquitoes. 
But, once again, it seems the Demo-
crats would rather have a political rea-
son than a solution. 

I would recommend that the Demo-
crats, coming out of their lunch meet-
ing they are having now with their 
nominee for President, Hillary Clin-
ton—they are not here in the floor de-
fending themselves; they are out there 

visiting with Hillary Clinton. They 
need to come to the floor of the Senate 
and vote to approve this legislation 
today, to get the money to the Centers 
for Disease Control, to do the research, 
to kill the mosquitoes. 

Republicans are here offering solu-
tions. Democrats are offering gridlock 
and the same old political games. 

Thank you, Madam President. 
I yield the floor. 
Mr. BARRASSO. I suggest the ab-

sence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I move to proceed to the motion to re-
consider the vote on the motion to in-
voke cloture on the conference report 
to accompany H.R. 2577. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Hearing 
no further debate, the question is on 
agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I move to reconsider the vote on the 
motion to invoke cloture on the con-
ference report to accompany H.R. 2577. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Hearing 
no further debate, the question is on 
agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the con-
ference report to accompany H.R. 2577, an 
act making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Transportation, and Housing and 
Urban Development, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, and 
for other purposes. 

Mitch McConnell, John Cornyn, John 
Thune, Orrin G. Hatch, Jerry Moran, 
Shelley Moore Capito, Johnny Isakson, 
Mike Crapo, Thom Tillis, John Hoeven, 
Joni Ernst, Steve Daines, Chuck Grass-
ley, James E. Risch, John Boozman, 
Cory Gardner, John Barrasso. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the conference 
report to accompany H.R. 2577, an act 
making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Transportation, and Housing 
and Urban Development, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes, 
shall be brought to a close, upon recon-
sideration? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 
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The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Utah (Mr. LEE) and the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Minnesota (Mr. FRANKEN) 
and the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR) are necessarily absent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52, 
nays 44, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 134 Leg.] 
YEAS—52 

Alexander 
Ayotte 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Coats 
Cochran 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 

Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Flake 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kirk 
McCain 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 

Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Toomey 
Vitter 
Wicker 

NAYS—44 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boxer 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Heinrich 

Heitkamp 
Hirono 
Kaine 
King 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Mikulski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 

Peters 
Reed 
Reid 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—4 

Franken 
Klobuchar 

Lee Tillis 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HOEVEN). On this vote, the yeas are 52, 
the nays are 44. 

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the 
affirmative, upon consideration, the 
motion is rejected. 

The majority leader. 
f 

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2017—CONFERENCE 
REPORT 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask the Chair to lay before the Senate 
the conference report to accompany 
H.R. 2577. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Conference report to accompany H.R. 2577, 
a bill making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Transportation, and Housing and 
Urban Development, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, and 
for other purposes. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 

under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the con-
ference report to accompany H.R. 2577, an 
act making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Transportation, and Housing and 
Urban Development, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, and 
for other purposes. 

Mitch McConnell, John Cornyn, John 
Thune, Orrin G. Hatch, Jerry Moran, 
Shelley Moore Capito, Johnny Isakson, 
Mike Crapo, Thom Tillis, John Hoeven, 
Joni Ernst, Steve Daines, Chuck Grass-
ley, James E. Risch, John Boozman, 
Cory Gardner, John Barrasso. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum call be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017—MO-
TION TO PROCEED 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President I 

move to proceed to Calendar No. 524, 
H.R. 5293. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 524, 
H.R. 5293, a bill making appropriations for 
the Department of Defense for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2017, and for other pur-
poses. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 524, H.R. 
5293, an act making appropriations for the 
Department of Defense for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2017, and for other pur-
poses. 

Mitch McConnell, James Lankford, John 
Thune, Orrin G. Hatch, Jerry Moran, 
Shelley Moore Capito, Johnny Isakson, 
Mike Crapo, John Boozman, Thom 
Tillis, John Hoeven, Joni Ernst, David 
Perdue, Dan Sullivan, Steve Daines, 
Chuck Grassley, James E. Risch. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum call be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Wisconsin. 
f 

WATERFRONT COMMUNITY REVI-
TALIZATION AND RESILIENCY 
ACT OF 2015 
Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 

proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 508, S. 1935. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1935) to require the Secretary of 

Commerce to undertake certain activities to 
support waterfront community revitaliza-
tion and resiliency. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, with an amendment to strike 
all after the enacting clause and insert 
in lieu thereof the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Waterfront 
Community Revitalization and Resiliency Act of 
2015’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds that— 
(1) many communities in the United States 

were developed along waterfronts; 
(2) water proximity and access is a recognized 

economic driver; 
(3) water shortages faced by parts of the 

United States underscore the need to manage 
water sustainably and restore water quality; 

(4) interest in waterfront revitalization and 
development has grown, while the circumstances 
driving waterfront development have changed; 

(5) waterfront communities face challenges to 
revitalizing and leveraging water resources, 
such as outdated development patterns, deterio-
rated water infrastructure, industrial contami-
nation of soil and sediment, and lack of public 
access to the waterfront, which are often com-
pounded by overarching economic distress in the 
community; 

(6) public investment in waterfront community 
development and infrastructure should reflect 
changing ecosystem conditions and extreme 
weather projections to ensure strategic, resilient 
investments; 

(7) individual communities have unique prior-
ities, concerns, and opportunities related to wa-
terfront restoration and community revitaliza-
tion; and 

(8) the Secretary of Commerce has unique ex-
pertise in Great Lakes and ocean coastal resil-
iency and economic development. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ 

has the meaning given the term in section 4 of 
the Indian Self-Determination and Education 
Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 450b). 

(2) RESILIENT WATERFRONT COMMUNITY.—The 
term ‘‘resilient waterfront community’’ means a 
unit of local government or Indian tribe that 
is— 

(A)(i) bound in part by— 
(I) the Great Lakes; or 
(II) the ocean; or 
(ii) bordered or traversed by a riverfront or an 

inland lake; 
(B) self-nominated as a resilient waterfront 

community; and 
(C) designated by the Secretary as a resilient 

waterfront community on the basis of the devel-
opment by the community of an eligible resilient 
waterfront community plan, with eligibility de-
termined by the Secretary after considering the 
requirements of subsections (b) and (c) of section 
4. 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means 
the Secretary of Commerce. 
SEC. 4. RESILIENT WATERFRONT COMMUNITIES 

DESIGNATION. 
(a) DESIGNATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), the 

Secretary shall designate resilient waterfront 
communities based on the extent to which a 
community meets the criteria described in sub-
section (b). 
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