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NAYS—12 

Boxer 
Gillibrand 
Heller 
Leahy 

Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Paul 

Sanders 
Schatz 
Warren 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—3 

Franken Klobuchar Lee 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I move to proceed to the motion to re-
consider the vote on the motion to in-
voke cloture on the motion to proceed 
to H.R. 5293. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I move to reconsider the vote on the 
motion to invoke cloture on the mo-
tion to proceed to H.R. 5293. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. For the informa-
tion of all Senators, the next and final 
vote will be cloture on the MILCON- 
VA-Zika proposal at 2 o’clock. That 
will be it for the week. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 524, H.R. 
5293, an act making appropriations for the 
Department of Defense for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2017, and for other pur-
poses. 

Mitch McConnell, Tom Cotton, Shelley 
Moore Capito, Mike Crapo, Thad Coch-
ran, Jerry Moran, Richard C. Shelby, 
John Hoeven, Lamar Alexander, Orrin 
G. Hatch, Daniel Coats, Pat Roberts, 
John Barrasso, Bill Cassidy, John 
Thune, John Boozman, John Cornyn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the motion to 
proceed to H.R. 5293, an act making ap-
propriations for the Department of De-
fense for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2017, and for other purposes, 
shall be brought to a close, upon con-
sideration? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator 

is necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Utah (Mr. LEE). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Minnesota (Mr. FRANKEN) 
and the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR) are necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
ERNST). Are there any other Senators 
in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 55, 
nays 42, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 133 Leg.] 
YEAS—55 

Alexander 
Ayotte 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Coats 
Cochran 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Enzi 

Ernst 
Fischer 
Flake 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kirk 
Lankford 
Manchin 
McCain 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 

Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Vitter 
Wicker 

NAYS—42 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boxer 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 

Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Hirono 
Kaine 
King 
Leahy 
Markey 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Mikulski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 

Peters 
Reed 
Reid 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—3 

Franken Klobuchar Lee 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 55, the nays are 42. 

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the 
affirmative, upon reconsideration, the 
motion is rejected. 

The Senator from Arizona. 
Mr. MCCAIN. Madam President, I was 

about to leave the Chamber, but in 
light of the results of the last vote, I 
am compelled—I am compelled to 
speak out more in disappointment than 
in rage. Although I think a lot of men 
and women who are serving in the mili-
tary who are dependent on what we do 
for their safety and their livelihood, for 
pure—pure—partisan and political rea-
sons, we will not be moving forward to 
consider a bill to train and equip the 
men and women who are in the mili-
tary, to give them their pay and bene-
fits and defend this Nation. 

How? How do you do that in good 
conscience? I understand we are in an 
election year. I understand all that, 
but how in the world do you refuse to 
take up legislation that its only pur-
pose is to defend this Nation, which is 
under assault? 

I just came back from spending the 
Fourth of July with the troops in Af-
ghanistan. They depend on us. They de-
pend on us. We are their elected rep-
resentatives, and what have we done 
now? We refuse to move forward with 
legislation that allows them to defend 
themselves, and they are in harm’s 
way. 

All I can say is that when we see 
polling data that shows the American 

people have a very low opinion of us— 
I see numbers, 13, 14 percent of the 
American people approve of Congress— 
this is validation. This is validation of 
their absolute disgust with our failure 
to do the work to protect the Nation. 
Isn’t that our first priority? That has 
always been mine, to secure the Na-
tion, to make sure we protect ourselves 
as much as possible. We rely on these 
young men and women. We rely on 
them to defend the Nation, and now we 
will not even act to train, arm, equip, 
pay, and care for them. That is dis-
graceful. That is disgraceful. 

Yes, this side of the aisle has been 
guilty of partisan behavior, and I will 
plead guilty to all that. But how in the 
world—how in the world do you go 
back to your home State, as we will to-
night and tomorrow, and meet these 
young men and women who are serv-
ing, as is one of the great privileges we 
have, and look them in the eye—look 
them in the eye and tell them I voted 
against legislation which was to arm 
and train and equip you and protect 
this Nation. I voted against it because 
the Democratic leader said, well, he 
didn’t want an amendment that would 
increase spending on defense—on de-
fense. 

Without getting too redundant, I 
hope maybe we might take the next 
couple of months before we come back 
and examine what we are doing and 
why we can’t agree at least on debating 
and amending and making better— 
which we can do because that is what 
the Senate is all about. Can’t we do 
that for them? Do we have to be so di-
vided that we will not even move for-
ward with perhaps one of the most im-
portant pieces of legislation this body 
and this Nation is responsible for? 

I hope my friends on the other side of 
the aisle will examine their conscience. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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(The remarks of Mrs. FISCHER per-

taining to the introduction of S. 3213 
are printed in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mrs. FISCHER. I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ZIKA VIRUS FUNDING AND 
OBAMACARE 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, 2 
weeks ago, I came to the floor to talk 
about the threat that is posed to all of 
us by the Zika virus. Since then, more 
than 3,500 Americans have contracted 
this terrible virus. Unborn babies are 
being put at risk for a serious medical 
condition called microcephaly, which 
is a condition—I will tell you this as a 
doctor—where babies are born with 
smaller heads and brain development 
problems, and adults can be paralyzed 
and even killed by this virus. 

Here we are getting ready to vote in 
the next 15 minutes on an appropria-
tions bill that is supposed to do some-
thing about this virus—the Zika virus. 

How are the Democrats responding? 
They are peddling myths and playing 
politics. That is what they do. They al-
ready blocked this legislation once, 
and now they are ready to block it 
again. It is unbelievable. 

This legislation includes $1.1 billion 
to fight Zika. The head of the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
said it would fund all of the agency’s 
immediate needs in the fight against 
Zika at this point. 

When the Senate voted on this in 
May, every Democrat in the body voted 
to support the exact same amount of 
money. Two months ago, Democrats 
thought this was the right answer, but 
now they are willing to let the Amer-
ican people suffer because of this virus. 
What happened? What changed in the 
last 2 months that would have the 
Democrats who voted for it now vote 
against it? Nothing has changed except 
that the situation has actually gotten 
worse and more dangerous for people. I 
think the Democrats were never seri-
ous about wanting to do anything at 
all. Democrats decided they would 
rather have a political issue than have 
a real solution. Democrats aren’t going 
to be able to dodge responsibility this 
time. We are running out of time to 
prevent an epidemic. 

Last week, Senator BILL NELSON 
from Florida said: We are at the 11th 
hour and 59th minute. That is exactly 
right. Why, then, is Senator NELSON 
and his Democratic colleagues playing 
a game of chicken with the American 
people? 

There was a poll that came out last 
week by the Kaiser Family Foundation 

which found that 76 percent of Ameri-
cans support the Zika legislation that 
we have on the floor. Democrats ought 
to start listening to the American peo-
ple. They should stop playing political 
games and take the money they asked 
for and that the Centers for Disease 
Control says is the right amount of 
money to fight the spread of this 
threat to the health of the American 
people. 

This is not the first time that Demo-
crats in this body have put their own 
political talking points ahead of the 
American people in terms of their 
health care. At the beginning of this 
year, Republicans passed legislation to 
repeal the President’s health care law. 
Why? So we can replace it with health 
care reforms that work for the Amer-
ican people. We want to act, and we 
acted to protect the American people 
from a health care law that has harmed 
so many people across the country and 
that so many people feel has absolutely 
punished them. President Obama ve-
toed the legislation, and Democrats in 
Congress resisted every attempt to 
undo years of damage caused by 
ObamaCare. 

Republicans offer solutions. Demo-
crats just want to try to preserve the 
President’s legacy, no matter what. 
Democrats are totally ignoring all of 
the chaos and all of the harm that is 
being caused by this health care law. 

Taxpayers paid to set up 23 different 
insurance co-ops across the country, 
and 16 of them have now folded. Only a 
third of the original co-ops are still op-
erating. Billions of dollars in taxpayer 
money have been wasted, never to be 
paid back, and more than 850,000 Amer-
icans have lost their insurance that 
they got through the co-ops because 
the insurance co-ops can’t afford to 
stay in business under the health care 
law. 

The co-op in Illinois collapsed just 
this week. That is the President’s 
home State. Last week, it was co-ops 
in Oregon and Connecticut. Yet the 
Senator from Connecticut comes to the 
floor and says the health care law is 
working. It is not, even in his home 
State. There are more than 20,000 peo-
ple in Oregon who have been left 
scrambling to find new coverage start-
ing July 31—just a couple of weeks 
from now. 

It is not just people who belong to 
the co-ops who are losing their insur-
ance. The largest insurance company 
in Minnesota says they are going to 
stop selling insurance in their State at 
the end of the year. BlueCross 
BlueShield of Minnesota covers over 
100,000 people. All of them are going to 
lose their insurance and have to find 
coverage elsewhere. 

President Obama said: If you like 
your insurance, you can keep your in-
surance. Not for the people in Oregon, 
not for the people in Illinois, not for 
the people in Connecticut, and not for 
the people in Minnesota. 

Americans who don’t lose their insur-
ance are going to have to get ready to 

pay a lot more for it next year, even if 
they can keep what they have. They 
sure don’t like it. More companies have 
been saying how much they plan to 
charge next year, and the numbers are 
staggering. In Montana, BlueCross 
BlueShield just announced on Friday 
that it is raising ObamaCare rates 62 
percent. Who can afford that? It is in-
credible. And the President has the 
nerve to call it the Affordable Care Act 
and to tell Members of the Senate that 
they should forcefully defend and be 
proud of it. There is very little to be 
proud of. It is happening all across the 
country because of this law. Premiums 
are skyrocketing. So are deductibles. 
So are copays. Every other cost that 
people pay out of pocket for their 
health care is going up—all of this 
since ObamaCare went into effect, and 
it is because of ObamaCare. 

I read a story the other day that said 
that before ObamaCare, for every doc-
tor, there were six administrators out 
there trying to administer health care 
in the country in terms of doing the 
paperwork, pushing the paper around. 
Now it is nine for every one doctor. So 
we have gone from six to nine adminis-
trators for every doctor practicing 
medicine. 

People across the country are reject-
ing what President Obama is con-
tinuing to claim is working well. 

Just before the Fourth of July, we 
learned that 1.6 million people who 
signed up this year for ObamaCare 
have already quit by the end of March. 
They signed up at the beginning of the 
year and quit by the end of March—1.6 
million. 

The Congressional Budget Office said 
that they were expecting by this time 
over 21 million people to have signed 
up for ObamaCare. Well, with more and 
more dropouts, we are at only half that 
number, and it is just more evidence 
that the President’s health care law is 
cratering, it is collapsing. 

There is so much bad news out of this 
ObamaCare information that we con-
tinue to have that the White House 
feels they can’t hide it any longer, so 
they dribble it out over the Fourth of 
July weekend—right before the Fourth 
of July, when people are paying atten-
tion to other things—because they 
don’t want the world to know how 
badly this is actually working. Yet, 
what the President says is ‘‘forcefully 
defend and be proud.’’ 

The President is ignoring the fact 
that 1.6 million people who already lis-
tened to him this year and signed up 
have already gotten out of it because it 
is a bad deal. He totally ignores the 
850,000 Americans who have lost their 
insurance because of his failed co-ops. 
Instead, he actually wrote an article in 
the Journal of the American Medical 
Association patting himself on the 
back, congratulating himself—it came 
out this Monday—on how great he 
thinks this health care law is. It is de-
lusional for him to think that. It is ig-
noring the reality of what the Amer-
ican people see. He is living in a cocoon 
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