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terrain to move wounded and fallen
soldiers from the battlefield. Remark-
ably, no Wyoming Air National Guard
lives were lost during the war.

During Operations Desert Storm and
Desert Shield in the early 1990s, the
men and women of the 153rd supported
the war effort by transporting troops
and supplies within the U.S. and in
Central and South America. The
Guard’s medical personnel were acti-
vated and sent to Saudi Arabia and
were later sent to aid the Kurdish peo-
ple in Iraq during Operation Provide
Comfort.

The terrorist attacks of 9/11 dras-
tically changed America. The Wyoming
Air National Guard was the first unit
to resume flying. In addition to trans-
porting blood donations around the
western United States, the 153rd Airlift
Wing was deployed in support Oper-
ations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi
Freedom. In total, the Wyoming Air
National Guard has deployed personnel
abroad more than 3,700 times since
2001.

Today the Wyoming Air National
Guard continues to be known for its
outstanding versatility and integrity.
Members remain actively involved in a
wide range of missions in Wyoming,
the United States, and around the
world. These operations include pro-
viding humanitarian aid, supplies, and
transportation for servicemembers. Ad-
ditionally, the 153rd Airlift Wing pro-
vides antiterrorism support worldwide.

The heroes of the Wyoming Air Na-
tional Guard proudly offer aid and sup-
port to our friends and neighbors at
home. One crucial mission, especially
in the Western United States, is fire-
fighting. In 1976, two aircraft were out-
fitted with the Modular Airborne Fire
Fighting System, beginning a long his-
tory of exceptional firefighting deploy-
ments. MAFFS has become an essen-
tial tool in our Nation’s efforts to bat-
tle forest fires. In 40 years, the Guard
unit has helped extinguish fires from
Washington to Arizona, including the
historic 1988 Yellowstone National
Park fire and the 2007 wildfires in Cali-
fornia.

The Wyoming Air National Guard
continues to maintain the highest lev-
els of integrity and reliability when-
ever and wherever they are called to
serve. These dedicated men and women
routinely pause their own lives to
stand tall in the face of danger. Our
State commends these heroes—and
those who came before them—for all
they have done to protect our most
cherished ideals.

I encourage my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the Wyoming Air Na-
tional Guard’s 70 years of courage,
commitment, and dedication.

———

TRIBUTE TO JO ANN EMERSON

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, today I
wish to pay tribute to Jo Ann Emerson
for her tireless dedication and service
to both her State and her country. I
had the pleasure of serving with Jo
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Ann in the House of Representatives.
She has always been well-respected by
her constituents, her colleagues in
Congress, and the many individuals
and families whose problems she dealt
with as if they were her family. When
Congresswoman Emerson left the Con-
gress, she became the CEO of the Na-
tional Rural Electric Cooperative Asso-
ciation, NRECA. She worked hard
across the country for the Kkinds of
communities and families she under-
stands so well in our State of Missouri.

It would be difficult for me to convey
just how great an impact she has al-
ways had on those she encountered bet-
ter than the remarks made by Jeffrey
Connor, interim CEO, on June 13 at the
NRECA summer board meeting.

I ask unanimous consent to have his
remarks printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

Today marks the end of Jo Ann’s tenure as
CEO of NRECA, and there is so much for
which to thank her.

Jo Ann has not walked through the doors
of this building since July 29th of last year—
46 weeks ago.

And I have said it many times since then:
We miss our leader, but we have not lacked
for her leadership. Jo Ann’s influence on
NRECA, our staff members, the work we do
and the privilege of serving our member-
ship—those things remained at the core of
our mission—even in her physical absence.

Jo Ann and I would start each day with
five minutes to reflect on the events of the
day before and to contemplate the day
ahead. And I still make time for that five
minutes every day, for her counsel and guid-
ance, to let her remind me what is truly im-
portant in our work.

NRECA has been through an incredible
amount of change, with Jo Ann leading the
charge, joyfully.

Jo Ann has made a remarkable difference
in the partnership between NRECA and our
members. She enhanced our reputation in
Washington DC. And she brought with her:
openness to new ideas, an appetite for inno-
vation, transparency and a highly-involved,
very personal approach.

It’s remarkable to me that this organiza-
tion is so different after just three years, and
that Jo Ann accomplished that internal
change even as she spent so much time out
with our membership. She was everywhere at
once.

And she worked constantly. She was avail-
able all the time, accessible for any reason,
to any individual on our team or in our
membership. She was ‘“‘Always On.”

I’'ve been fortunate to see that selfless
work ethic in action from the time I joined
Jo Ann’s congressional staff in 2003.

She made decisions with the Three C’s in
mind and in order: Her Conscience, Her Con-
stituents, and Her Caucus.

She fought for every job in the district.
She fought for the cost of every prescription
drug. She fought for every inch of four-lane
highway. She fought for every veteran who
needed to see a specialist, every expectant
mother who needed a home nursing visit for
pre-natal care. She fought for every flood
and tornado victim. She fought for every
man and woman called to active duty in the
armed services.

Her conscience demanded that she rep-
resent the members of her community, re-
gardless of how they voted or even if they
voted. She represented her whole constitu-
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ency. No matter how cantankerous. No mat-
ter how poor. No matter how rural.

It is safe to say, and I think you know this
too, that Jo Ann Emerson did not choose pol-
itics. Politics chose Jo Ann Emerson.

Even her campaign slogan reflected her
personal morality. Election after election, it
was, ‘‘Putting People Before Politics.” And
it made her a beloved leader as a member of
Congress.

“Work Days with Jo Ann’’ in the district is
one of the best examples of how she would
stand shoulder to shoulder with her constitu-
ents. Of course, for Work Days, Jo Ann chose
to call the cattle auction at the sale barn,
deliver UPS packages, serve customers from
the drive-through window at McDonald’s,
and read the St. Louis Cardinals report on
the local sports radio station.

Perhaps there were four C’s: Conscience,
Constituents, Caucus, and Cardinals.

Any way you describe her, the key to Jo
Ann is her perspective. When Jo Ann came to
NRECA, she did so with a great perspective
on our membership. It was almost as though
she had gone from one congressional district
in southern Missouri to a bigger one—with 42
million people in it. She knew exactly what
to do, and she went right to work.

Within six months, she had been up in a
bucket truck, shot an advocacy advertise-
ment for a national audience, opened up
Facebook and social media to the staff,
started a strategic planning process, coined
the term Co-op Nation, and laid down a chal-
lenge to submit 1 million comments to the
Environmental Protection Agency on the
Clean Power Plan.

I bet I've heard Jo Ann say this a million
times: Perception is reality. It’s usually my
“reality” being generally overruled by her
perception of it.

Jo Ann uniquely understands the impor-
tance of NRECA to our members, the reason
we exist. She appreciates the essential part-
nership between NRECA and the commu-
nities we serve.

If there is one way to summarize Jo Ann’s
contribution here, it is to say that —at a
critical moment in our history—she changed
NRECA’s perception of the world and the
world’s perception of NRECA, and therefore
she changed our reality.

And so she lifted the NRECA International
Program into a position of prominence with
our members and in Washington. She began
to build the reputation of NRECA around it.

Jo Ann re-energized our communications
channels and gave our members a fresh voice
in Washington. She tackled member engage-
ment from the ground up. She re-organized
our approach to the experience we offer to
NRECA members.

She relished walking up to a member and
asking—point blank—what do you think we
can do better at NRECA?

She understood that doing right is always
more important than being right. She chal-
lenged us to work collaboratively. She made
it possible for us to fail, and then showed us
what we could learn from failure. She opened
the doors to the CEO office, and she would
sit and listen for a minute with anyone who
asked for her time. Anyone.

Even small changes in perception make a
big difference, though, like the annual picnic
we will enjoy this evening where the NRECA
Board members and the Arlington staff, in-
terns and contractors will have a chance to
share a meal and fellowship.

Hers has been a short chapter in NRECA’s
long history, but it is a most important one.

We can thank Jo Ann for helping us realize
the exciting possibilities for a united, well-
informed, ambitious and innovative member-
ship. For peeling back the layers of NRECA
in order to show our members that we are an
organization full of leadership. For leading
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us to a heartfelt mission of service. And for
showing us how to do our work ener-
getically, humbly, and, as only she could,
joyfully.

This is a different organization thanks to
Jo Ann Emerson. It is stronger yet more
flexible. It thinks and communicates dif-
ferently. It possesses a greater degree of self-
awareness. It remains a beacon to others.

That’s her legacy: Jo Ann prepared us to
expand the relationship with our many part-
ners— relationships in which we are the
trusted resource, champion the cooperative
cause and inspire the future.

Today, her story joins those of the CEOs
who made her leadership of this organization
possible. Jo Ann would not have had this op-
portunity if not for the courage and vision of
Clyde Ellis, Robert Partridge, Bob Bergland,
and Glenn English. We all, Jo Ann included,
look to a future full of promise at NRECA.

And it is our greatest hope that Jo Ann
will continue to improve, and that she will
have the opportunity to live a life filled with
the blessings of family and the chance to re-
flect on her significant accomplishments and
many wonderful friendships built over a ca-
reer well-spent in service to others.

On her behalf, thank you for allowing Jo
Ann the privilege of leading NRECA. I
know—and she agrees—that this has been
the highest honor of her distinguished ca-
reer.

————

HONORING OFFICER MICHAEL
KATHERMAN

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today 1
ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring the life of Police Officer Michael
Katherman, a beloved husband, father,
son, and brother who tragically lost his
life in the line of duty on June 14, 2016.

Officer Katherman was born on Octo-
ber 18, 1981, in San Jose, CA. After
graduating from Valley Christian High
School in 2000, Officer Katherman
played basketball at Simpson Univer-
sity in Redding before returning to his
hometown to pursue his lifelong goal of
becoming a police officer. In 2005, Offi-
cer Katherman’s dream became a re-
ality when he joined the San Jose Po-
lice Department, serving the commu-
nity grew up in. After receiving the De-
partment’s Outstanding Police Duty
Award in 2009, Officer Katherman be-
came a motorcycle officer in 2015.

At a memorial service on June 21,
friends and colleagues fondly recalled
Officer Katherman’s selfless nature and
passionate commitment to his fellow
police officers. He was actively in-
volved with the Keith Kelley Club, a
local organization that helps the fami-
lies of law enforcement officers facing
hard times, and recently participated
in the annual Police Unity Tour, a bi-
cycle ride to honor fallen officers and
raise funds for the National Law En-
forcement Officer’s Memorial. ‘“‘Mike
means so much to me because he rep-
resents everything I've wanted to be-
come: a good moral person,” said his
supervisor, Sergeant John Carr.

Above all else, Officer Katherman
was devoted to his family and his faith.
On behalf of the people of California,
whom Officer Katherman served so
bravely, I extend my gratitude and
deepest sympathies to his wife, April;
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sons Josh and Jason; parents Tom and
Diane; and his brother, Nate.

300TH ANNIVERSARY OF
GEORGETOWN, MAINE

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, today I
wish to commemorate the 300th anni-
versary of the town of Georgetown,
ME. One of Maine’s oldest and most
historic communities, Georgetown was
built with a spirit of determination and
resiliency that still guides the commu-
nity today, and this tricentennial is a
time to celebrate the generations of
hard-working and caring people who
have made it such a wonderful place to
live, work, and raise families.

The year of Georgetown’s incorpora-
tion, 1716, was but one milestone in a
long journey of progress. For thou-
sands of years, the region where the
mighty Kennebec River meets the sea
served as fishing grounds for the
Etchemin Tribe, and the extensive
shell middens and other archeological
sites are today a treasure trove of this
ancient history.

In 1607, the English established Pop-
ham Colony on the opposite shore of
the Kennebec. This was an event of
profound importance to Maine and to
our Nation, as the rugged pioneers of
the short-lived colony crafted the first
oceangoing sailing vessel built in
North America and created an industry
that remains vital to the Maine econ-
omy and to our national security.

Drawn by one of the finest natural
harbors in New England, English set-
tlers arrived within a few years of the
Pilgrims landing at Plymouth in 1620.
The early English influence is under-
scored by the fact that the first deeds
granted to the settlers were signed by
the Etchemin Sagamore, who was
called Chief Robinhood by the new-
comers and whose name lives on at
many points of interest throughout the
community. By 1716, Georgetown was a
growing town with an economy driven
by fishing, shipbuilding, and lumber
and grain mills. The wealth produced
by the sea and by hard work was in-
vested in schools and churches to cre-
ate a true community.

Today the people of Georgetown con-
tinue to build on those traditions.
Fishing and boatbuilding are main-
stays of the economy. Fine inns and
restaurants support a thriving tourism
industry. Reid State Park, a gift to the
people of Maine from Georgetown busi-
nessman and civic leader Walter Reid,
offers spectacular scenery and abun-
dant wildlife that makes Georgetown a
haven for outdoor enthusiasts and art-
ists. An active historical society, li-
brary, and volunteer fire department
demonstrate the spirit of this remark-
able town.

This landmark anniversary is not
just about something that is measured
in calendar years. It is an occasion to
celebrate the people who for more than
three centuries have pulled together,
cared for one another, and built a com-
munity. Thanks to those who came be-
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fore, Georgetown has a wonderful his-
tory. Thanks to those who are there
today, it has a bright future.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING HENRY DIAMOND

e Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
wish to pay tribute to a fellow Ten-
nessean Henry Diamond, who passed
away Sunday, February 21, here in
Washington.

He was a champion for land and
water conservation, a tireless advocate
for the cause of protecting and con-
serving some of this country’s greatest
natural treasures. He had the ability
and personality to work across the po-
litical spectrum with members of both
parties, nongovernmental groups,
State and local governments, and oth-
ers.

Named by then Governor Nelson
Rockefeller, Henry was one of the
country’s first commissioners of a
newly created State environmental de-
partment. From that beginning, he left
an indelible mark.

I think back to the seminal Outdoor
Recreation Resources Review Commis-
sion some 50 years ago in which Henry
played a prominent role. The commis-
sion led to the creation of our wilder-
ness areas, wild and scenic rivers, and
the Land and Water Conservation
Fund, which has invested billions of
dollars from oil and gas revenues in
well over 40,000 projects all across this
country.

I am reminded of his involvement
some 20 years later when he created
and chaired a task force that pressed
for a timely review of the country’s
commitment to land and water con-
servation, which prompted President
Reagan to establish the President’s
Commission on Americans Outdoors. I
chaired the commission when I was
Governor of Tennessee. The commis-
sion’s 1987 report called for a ‘‘prairie
fire of local action” to inspire States
and communities to build greenways
and otherwise protect outdoor re-
sources and provide opportunities for
outdoor recreation.

And then there was his work with
Lady Bird Johnson as director of the
White House Conference on Natural
Beauty, which rallied Americans to
support environmental initiatives and
paved the way for an array of laws and
programs Congress enacted to clean
our air and water and ensure the con-
tinuing productivity of the natural re-
sources on which our economy and our
quality of life depend.

His close friendship with the Rocke-
feller family led to their contribution
to the Nation of some outstanding
landscapes in Wyoming, Hawaii, and
Vermont.

After he left public service, Henry
started one of the premiere environ-
mental law firms that still bears his
name, Beveridge & Diamond, where he
continued to champion conservation.
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