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Whereas awareness of the symptoms of 

ovarian cancer by women and health care 
providers can lead to a quicker diagnosis; 

Whereas in June 2007, the first national 
consensus statement on ovarian cancer 
symptoms was developed to provide consist-
ency in describing symptoms to make it 
easier for women to learn and remember the 
symptoms; 

Whereas each year during the month of 
September, the Ovarian Cancer Research 
Fund Alliance and the partner members hold 
a number of events to increase public aware-
ness of ovarian cancer; and 

Whereas September 2016 should be des-
ignated as ‘‘National Ovarian Cancer Aware-
ness Month’’ to increase public awareness of 
ovarian cancer: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 2016 as ‘‘National 

Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month’’; and 
(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-

tional Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 522—DESIG-
NATING JULY 30, 2016, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL WHISTLEBLOWER AP-
PRECIATION DAY’’ 
Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr. 

WYDEN, Mr. KIRK, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. 
JOHNSON, Mr. CARPER, Mrs. FISCHER, 
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mrs. BOXER, Mrs. ERNST, Mr. PETERS, 
and Mr. BOOZMAN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 522 
Whereas, in 1777, before the passage of the 

Bill of Rights, 10 sailors and marines blew 
the whistle on fraud and misconduct harmful 
to the United States; 

Whereas the Founding Fathers unani-
mously supported the whistleblowers in 
words and deeds, including by releasing gov-
ernment records and providing monetary as-
sistance for reasonable legal expenses nec-
essary to prevent retaliation against the 
whistleblowers; 

Whereas, on July 30, 1778, in demonstration 
of their full support for whistleblowers, the 
members of the Continental Congress unani-
mously enacted the first whistleblower legis-
lation in the United States that read: ‘‘Re-
solved, That it is the duty of all persons in 
the service of the United States, as well as 
all other the inhabitants thereof, to give the 
earliest information to Congress or other 
proper authority of any misconduct, frauds 
or misdemeanors committed by any officers 
or persons in the service of these states, 
which may come to their knowledge’’ (legis-
lation of July 30, 1778, reprinted in Journals 
of the Continental Congress, 1774–1789, ed. Wor-
thington C. Ford et al. (Washington, D.C., 
1904–37), 11:732); 

Whereas whistleblowers risk their careers, 
jobs, and reputations by reporting waste, 
fraud, and abuse to the proper authorities; 

Whereas, when providing proper authori-
ties with lawful disclosures, whistleblowers 
save taxpayers in the United States billions 
of dollars each year and serve the public in-
terest by ensuring that the United States re-
mains an ethical and safe place; and 

Whereas it is the public policy of the 
United States to encourage, in accordance 
with Federal law (including the Constitu-
tion, rules, and regulations) and consistent 
with the protection of classified information 
(including sources and methods of detection 
of classified information), honest and good 
faith reporting of misconduct, fraud, mis-
demeanors, and other crimes to the appro-
priate authority at the earliest time pos-
sible: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates July 30, 2016, as ‘‘National 

Whistleblower Appreciation Day’’; and 
(2) ensures that the Federal Government 

implements the intent of the Founding Fa-
thers, as reflected in the legislation enacted 
on July 30, 1778, by encouraging each execu-
tive agency to recognize National Whistle-
blower Appreciation Day by— 

(A) informing employees, contractors 
working on behalf of United States tax-
payers, and members of the public about the 
legal rights of citizens of the United States 
to ‘‘blow the whistle’’ by honest and good 
faith reporting of misconduct, fraud, mis-
demeanors, or other crimes to the appro-
priate authorities; and 

(B) acknowledging the contributions of 
whistleblowers to combating waste, fraud, 
abuse, and violations of laws and regulations 
in the United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 523—RELAT-
ING TO THE DEATH OF ELIE 
WIESEL, HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR, 
POWERFUL ADVOCATE FOR 
PEACE AND HUMAN RIGHTS, 
AND AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR 

Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself, Mr. 
REID, Mr. ALEXANDER, Ms. AYOTTE, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BENNET, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. BURR, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. COATS, Mr. 
COCHRAN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
CORKER, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. DAINES, Mr. DON-
NELLY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENZI, Mrs. 
ERNST, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. FISCHER, 
Mr. FLAKE, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. GARD-
NER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, 
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. HATCH, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. HELLER, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. 
ISAKSON, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KAINE, Mr. 
KING, Mr. KIRK, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LEE, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MCCAIN, 
Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. MORAN, 
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. NELSON, Mr. PAUL, Mr. 
PERDUE, Mr. PETERS, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. 
REED, Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. 
ROUNDS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. 
SASSE, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. 
SCOTT, Mr. SESSIONS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, 
Mr. SHELBY, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. UDALL, Mr. 
VITTER, Mr. WARNER, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. 
WYDEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 523 

Whereas Elie Wiesel was born in Sighet, 
Transylvania (now Romania), in 1928 to 
Shlomo Wiesel and Sarah (Feig) Wiesel; 

Whereas Elie Wiesel was deported to 
Auschwitz concentration camp by the Nazis 
when he was 15 years old; 

Whereas Elie Wiesel suffered the loss of his 
mother, father, and younger sister, who died 
in Nazi concentration camps; 

Whereas Elie Wiesel was freed when Bu-
chenwald concentration camp was liberated 
in April 1945; 

Whereas Elie Wiesel published his famous 
memoir, Night, in 1958, which detailed the 
horrors of Nazi death camps and gave a voice 
to their victims and survivors; 

Whereas Elie Wiesel became an American 
citizen in 1963; 

Whereas Elie Wiesel married his wife in 
1969, with whom he raised one son; 

Whereas Elie Wiesel was appointed Chair-
man of the President’s Commission on the 
Holocaust in 1978; 

Whereas Elie Wiesel served as Founding 
Chairman of the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Council; 

Whereas Elie Wiesel was awarded the Nobel 
Prize for Peace in 1986; 

Whereas Elie and Marion Wiesel estab-
lished the Elie Wiesel Foundation for Hu-
manity to promote human rights and toler-
ance around the world; 

Whereas Elie Wiesel received numerous 
awards throughout his life for his human 
rights activism and literary works, including 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom and the 
Congressional Gold Medal; 

Whereas Elie Wiesel served as the Andrew 
W. Mellon Professor in the Humanities at 
Boston University until his death; 

Whereas Elie Wiesel received more than 100 
honorary degrees; 

Whereas Elie Wiesel authored dozens of lit-
erary works; 

Whereas Elie Wiesel was a passionate advo-
cate for the State of Israel and the Jewish 
people and a tireless defender against anti- 
Semitism; 

Whereas Elie Wiesel dedicated his life to 
teaching the world ‘‘never to be silent when-
ever wherever human beings endure suffering 
and humiliation’’ and to uphold the promise 
‘‘never again’’; 

Whereas Elie Wiesel served as an inspira-
tion and example of the triumph of the 
human spirit over unimaginable horrors; 

Whereas Elie Wiesel was a lifelong advo-
cate for the protection of human life, dig-
nity, and freedom for all people, regardless 
of race, religion, or political views; 

Whereas Elie Wiesel passed away on July 2, 
2016, at 87 year of age; 

Whereas the Nation is deeply indebted to 
Elie Wiesel, who has inspired and challenged 
the world with his message, legacy, and ex-
ample: 

Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) extends its deepest condolences and 

sympathy to the family of Elie Wiesel; 
(2) recognizes that Elie Wiesel, as an 

award-winning author, helped the world un-
derstand the true horrors of the Holocaust 
and gave a voice to the millions who suffered 
and perished in Nazi death camps; 

(3) honors the legacy of Elie Wiesel for his 
lifelong commitment to advancing human 
dignity, freedom, and respect throughout the 
world; 

(4) reiterates its continued support for 
human rights and protection of religious lib-
erty throughout the world; and 

(5) expresses admiration for Elie Wiesel’s 
legacy as an example and advocate of the en-
during power of the human spirit in the face 
of evil. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on July 7, 2016, at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on July 7, 2016, at 2:15 p.m., to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘An Assess-
ment of U.S. Economic Assistance.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on July 7, 2016, at 9:30 a.m., in 
room SH–219 of the Hart Senate Office 
Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on July 7, 2016, at 2 p.m., in 
room SH–219 of the Hart Senate Office 
Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that a fellow who 
has worked on this issue, Dave Keahey, 
be granted floor privileges for the re-
mainder of the calendar year. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Nick Howard 
and Mark Owens, congressional fellows 
in Senator HATCH’s office, be granted 
floor privileges for the remainder of 
the 114th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

APPOINTMENTS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair, on behalf of the Democratic 
leader, pursuant to Public Law 114–187, 
and in consultation with the ranking 
member of the Senate Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources and 
with the ranking member of the Senate 
Committee on Finance, appoints the 
following individuals as members of 
the Congressional Task Force on Eco-
nomic Growth in Puerto Rico: the Hon-
orable BILL NELSON of Florida (Energy 
and Natural Resources) and the Honor-
able ROBERT MENENDEZ of New Jersey 
(Finance). 

f 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—H.R. 1270 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
understand there is a bill at the desk, 
and I ask for its first reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill by title for the 
first time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 1270) to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the amend-
ments made by the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act which disqualify ex-
penses for over-the-counter drugs under 
health savings accounts and health flexible 
spending arrangements. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask for a second 
reading and, in order to place the bill 
on the calendar under the provisions of 
rule XIV, I object to my own request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The bill will be read for the second 
time on the next legislative day. 

f 

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF CON-
GRESS THAT THE SO-CALLED IS-
LAMIC STATE IN IRAQ AND AL- 
SHAM (ISIS OR DA’ESH) IS COM-
MITTING GENOCIDE, CRIMES 
AGAINST HUMANITY, AND WAR 
CRIMES 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 447, S. Res. 340. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 340) expressing the 
sense of Congress that the so-called Islamic 
State in Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS or Da’esh) is 
committing genocide, crimes against human-
ity, and war crimes, and calling upon the 
President to work with foreign governments 
and the United Nations to provide physical 
protection for ISIS’ targets, to support the 
creation of an international criminal tri-
bunal with jurisdiction to punish these 
crimes, and to use every reasonable means, 
including sanctions, to destroy ISIS and dis-
rupt its support networks. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution, 
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with an 
amendment and an amendment to the 
preamble and an amendment to the 
title. 

S. RES. 340 

Whereas Christians and other religious and 
ethnic minorities have been an integral part 
of the cultural fabric of the Middle East for 
millennia; 

Whereas the Islamic State in Iraq and the 
Levant (ISIL or Da’esh) and associated ex-
tremists are committing egregious atrocities 
against ethnic and religious minorities in 
Iraq and Syria, including Christians (among 
them Assyrian Chaldean Syriac, Armenian, 
Evangelicals, Antiochian and Greek Ortho-
dox, Maronite, Melkite, and Roman Catholic 
communities), Yezidis, Turkmen, Shi’a, 
Shabak, Sabaean-Mandeans, and Kaka’i, 
among others; 

Whereas ISIL specifically targets these re-
ligious and ethnic minorities, intending to 
kill them or force their submission, conver-
sion, or expulsion; 

Whereas religious and ethnic minorities 
have been murdered, subjugated, forced to 
emigrate, and subjected to grievous bodily 
and psychological harm, kidnapping, human 
trafficking, torture, and rape; 

Whereas ISIL engages in, and publicly ar-
gues in favor of, the sexual enslavement of 
non-Muslim women, including prepubescent 
girls; 

Whereas the United Nations Assistance 
Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) and the United Na-
tions Human Rights Office (OHCHR) said in 
a January 2016 report that it believes ISIL is 
holding around 3,500 slaves, predominantly 
women and children, ‘‘primarily from the 
Yezidi community, but a number are also 
from other ethnic and religious minority 
communities’’; 

Whereas ISIL specifically targets religious 
and ethnic minorities, and has reportedly 
kidnapped, forcibly displaced, killed, raped, 
electrocuted, and crucified members of eth-
nic and religious groups, including Christian, 
Shabak, Turkmen, and Shia of all 
ethnicities; 

Whereas ISIL has deliberately destroyed 
and looted numerous cultural sites, religious 
shrines, places of worship, monasteries, and 
museums in order to eradicate the cultures 
of ethnic and religious minorities; 

Whereas these atrocities have been under-
taken with the specific intent to bring about 
the eradication of those communities and 
the destruction of their cultural heritage; 

Whereas ISIL operations have in fact driv-
en minority religious and ethnic commu-
nities from their ancestral homelands; 

Whereas under applicable domestic and 
international law codified in section 2441 of 
title 18, United States Code, murder, torture, 
mutilation, rape, cruel treatment, and hos-
tage taking of non-combatants constitute 
war crimes; 

Whereas crimes against humanity, as de-
fined by the International Military Tribunal 
convened at Nuremberg in 1945, include mur-
der, extermination, enslavement, deporta-
tion, and other inhumane acts committed 
against any civilian population, as well as 
persecution on political, racial, or religious 
grounds in connection with such crimes; 

Whereas the United Nations Convention on 
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime 
of Genocide, signed and ratified by the 
United States, defines genocide as ‘‘any of 
the following acts committed with the intent 
to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, 
ethnical, racial or religious group, as such: 
(a) Killing members of the group; (b) Causing 
serious bodily or mental harm to members of 
the group; (c) Deliberately inflicting on the 
group conditions of life calculated to bring 
about its physical destruction in whole or in 
part; (d) Imposing measures intended to pre-
vent births within the group; (e) Forcibly 
transferring children of the group to another 
group’’; 

Whereas according to the United Nations 
Commission of Inquiry, in February 2014, 
ISIL ordered Christians in Raqqa, Syria to 
either convert to Islam, pay jizya, a tax spe-
cifically applied on the basis of religious be-
lief, and accept serious curbs on their faith, 
or face execution; 

Whereas according to the Department of 
State, in August 2014, as ISIL began to ex-
pand beyond Mosul, an estimated 450,000 
Yezidis, 300,000 Turkmen, and 125,000 Chris-
tians, as well as Iraqi Arabs, Shia Muslims, 
Sunni Muslims, Shabak and other ethnic and 
religious groups, were forced from their com-
munities; 

Whereas in areas controlled by ISIL, 
churches, monasteries and other places of 
worship have effectively been shuttered and 
do not publicly conduct worship services; 

Whereas, on August 7, 2014, Secretary of 
State John Kerry declared that ‘‘ISIL’s cam-
paign of terror against the innocent, includ-
ing Yezidi and Christian minorities, and its 
grotesque and targeted acts of violence bear 
all the warning signs and hallmarks of geno-
cide’’: 

Whereas, in August 2014, the United States 
conducted targeted airstrikes and humani-
tarian assistance operations to help break 
the siege of Mount Sinjar, saving the lives of 
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