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and they cannot find themselves in it to save 
their lives. 

Former President Clinton also re-
cently said this: 

The problem is, 80 percent of the American 
people are still living on what they were liv-
ing on the day before the [2008 financial] 
crash. And about half the American people, 
after you adjust for inflation, are living on 
what they were living on the last day I was 
president 15 years ago. 

That is what the matter is. That is 
former President Clinton. Even Sec-
retary Clinton has apparently decided 
it is prudent to step out of the echo 
chamber of the administration she used 
to work for and confirm to the Amer-
ican people what is happening because 
when you leave Washington, DC, you 
see it, you hear it. 

In an interview with the Washington 
Post on Tuesday, she talked about how 
our current economy has failed many 
in this country. She even stated: 

What people are feeling is that the econ-
omy failed them, their government failed 
them. You don’t have to go just to coal coun-
try to see that. You can go to a lot of parts 
of America, where people had good, decent 
jobs that provided a good middle class life 
for them and their kids. That was the Amer-
ican Dream. That’s how we used to define it. 

That is a former Secretary of State, 
former Senator, who is putting her fin-
ger on what is actually happening. 

We need to rekindle the American 
dream. We need to rekindle traditional 
levels of American growth. Our econ-
omy is sick. The American worker 
can’t find the great jobs that have sus-
tained him and her in the past. What 
this body needs to do is focus more on 
these issues. Certainly, what the 
Obama administration needs to do is 
level with the American people about 
these challenges because besides pro-
tecting the Nation’s national security, 
the No. 1 thing we can be doing here is 
focusing on policies that drive eco-
nomic growth, that drive true hope, 
and job creation. That is what we need 
to be doing more of in the U.S. Senate. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SUL-

LIVAN). The Senator from the great 
State of Alaska. 

f 

REMEMBERING FREDERICK 
CHARLES ‘‘BULLDOG’’ BECKER IV 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
am going to be getting on an airplane 
tomorrow morning to head home to 
join with Alaskans who are coming to-
gether to celebrate the life of a man I 
affectionately know as ‘‘Bulldog.’’ This 
is Frederick Charles Becker IV. I think 
that as Alaskans gather to celebrate 
the life of a truly extraordinary man 
who served his country so honorably, 
we will remember with great fondness 
a veteran who was passionate about his 
country, a veteran who was passionate 
about his State, and a veteran who 
truly had a love of life that he shared 
with so many of us. I know I was cer-
tainly honored to call him friend, and I 
believe that Senator SULLIVAN, who is 
presiding over the Senate this hour, 

shared that same affection for truly a 
great man. 

There is always a lot of speculation 
about someone’s name. When you have 
a name like Bulldog, there are a lot of 
questions. How did he come to be 
named Bulldog? Was it because his 
family had a passion for raising and 
breeding and showing English bulldogs? 
I didn’t even know that. Apparently, 
they had a lot of English bulldogs. But 
that is really not why he carries that 
nickname. He took the moniker of 
‘‘Bulldog’’ because of his tenacity. 

Those of us who know him say, yes, 
of course, that is appropriate. Nobody 
knows this better than Bulldog’s broth-
ers at the Combat Veterans Motorcycle 
Association Chapter 43–1 and the Alas-
ka Veterans Motorcycle Club, who will 
be out in force tomorrow to honor one 
of their own. 

I had an opportunity this afternoon 
to meet with a fellow veteran and 
member of the Alaska Veterans Motor-
cycle Club who is leaving tonight so 
that he can get to Anchorage tomor-
row, where so many of those who loved 
Bulldog will be gathering to ride to 
Fort Richardson for this service. It will 
truly be a sight to be seen. 

Bulldog Becker was born in Peters-
burg, VA, on May 28, 1943. He married 
his wife Betty on January 12, 1963. He 
joined the Air Force and relocated to 
Dover, DE. He served three tours in 
Vietnam. Ultimately, he was trans-
ferred to Elmendorf Air Force Base 
just outside of Anchorage. Bulldog and 
Betty moved three kids, as well as 
three bulldogs and a cat. They all came 
up the Alaska Highway in a Dodge van. 
They were towing a trailer that had 
the infamous sign on the back that 
said ‘‘Alaska or Bust.’’ They were liv-
ing the dream. 

Bulldog lived a life that was truly fo-
cused around his country. He retired 
from the military in 1981 as a master 
sergeant. He then transitioned to a ci-
vilian career in retail loss prevention, 
rising to the position of regional asset 
protection manager for Sears. 

If you had a chance to spend any 
time with Bulldog over these past 
many years, you know that as a vet-
eran and as a patriot, Bulldog was not 
shy to talk about how he felt his fellow 
veterans were treated when they re-
turned home from the Vietnam war. He 
was a bulldog in his approach, if you 
will. He was determined that no future 
veteran would suffer the same treat-
ment. He was so thoroughly devoted to 
this principle. He was at every cere-
mony, every recognition. Any time 
there were opportunities to welcome 
brothers- and sisters-in-arms as they 
returned to our bases, as they returned 
to our community, Bulldog was always 
there. He was always there. 

Bulldog was instrumental in orga-
nizing the annual Byers Lake Memo-
rial Day motorcycle run. I want to di-
gress a moment from his life to talk 
about the significance of this event be-
cause it is, for me, probably one of the 
most powerful and meaningful Memo-

rial Day tributes that I have ever been 
able to participate in, and I go or try 
to go every year. I missed this year. I 
say that with a heaviness because I al-
ways look forward to being with the 
Veterans Motorcycle Clubs. Every now 
and again, I would get the honor of 
riding on the bikes with them. Bulldog 
is there front and center every year; he 
is a participant. 

This Alaska State Veterans Memo-
rial is located off the Parks Highway at 
Byers Lake. If you are driving the road 
between Anchorage and Fairbanks, you 
might not even notice it because it is 
147 miles from Anchorage and it is 214 
miles from Fairbanks. You are midway 
in between on the highway. It sits up 
on a hilltop in an extraordinarily pic-
turesque spot. As you look out to the 
memorial itself, the way it is framed, 
when Denali is out, it is sitting front 
and center, spectacular as it possibly 
can be. It will take your breath away. 
The monument, tucked into the trees, 
gives you a sense of serenity, of peace, 
but also extraordinary pride in the men 
and women who served us there. 

I give you a little bit of a geography 
lesson to remind you that this is not an 
easy place to get to on a Memorial 
Day. It is in between the two big cities, 
the two anchors. To make the trip out 
there, as so many of our veterans do, is 
truly an opportunity to pay tribute in 
a way that is meaningful. This is more 
than just getting up, having a late 
breakfast, and going to the Memorial 
Day services on the Anchorage Park 
Strip or in downtown Fairbanks. This 
is a special place, led by special Alas-
kans, led by special veterans, and Bull-
dog was one of those. 

The recollection I will have moving 
forward is, whether it is a Memorial 
Day gathering at Byers Lake, whether 
it is the salute to the military, wheth-
er it is the Veterans Day ceremonies, 
whether it is the many parades, wheth-
er it is the Forgotten Soldiers cere-
mony, in my mind, Bulldog is always 
part of that picture, and he will always 
be part of that picture for me. 

As Bulldog joins Betty, his beloved 
wife of 51 years, in Heaven, he leaves a 
strong, multigenerational family leg-
acy of children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 

I am honored to have known this dis-
tinguished Alaskan. I am proud to 
share his story with my Senate col-
leagues. I will take the love so many of 
us have for this man and treasured vet-
eran to my grave because he truly is 
one of the greats. 

With that, I thank you. 
I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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ETHAN ALLEN DAY 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, 
Vermonters have many heroes, among 
them the original Green Mountain Boy, 
Ethan Allen. Today marks an impor-
tant milestone in both Vermont and 
U.S. history as we remember the many 
contributions of Ethan Allen. Both a 
political and military figure in the 
years leading up to the American Revo-
lution, Ethan Allen played a key role 
in championing Vermont statehood, 
setting our State on the path to be the 
standard bearer it is today on so many 
issues. Ethan Allen was instrumental 
in the capture of Fort Ticonderoga 
from British forces in 1775, which con-
tributed significantly to the success of 
the new nation in its fight for inde-
pendence. 

Ethan Allen is among the Founders 
of my home State of Vermont and an 
original organizer of the Green Moun-
tain Boys—a rough and tumble bunch 
who did their part in the fight for inde-
pendence in the Revolutionary War. 
His legacy lives on in Vermont today. 
Ethan Allen is celebrated annually by 
hundreds of people, from Vermont and 
across the Nation, who visit his his-
toric homestead in Burlington to com-
memorate his life and to celebrate his 
contributions to American history. 

Understanding our heritage means 
understanding the achievements and 
the sacrifices that have been made by 
so many, in forging the great State and 
the great Nation that is part of our leg-
acy as Vermonters and as Americans. 
Looking to heroes like Ethan Allen 
helps us to appreciate, protect, and 
build an even brighter future for gen-
erations of Americans and generations 
of Vermonters to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NORA JACOBSON 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to 

congratulate Nora Jacobson, a docu-
mentary film maker from Norwich, VT, 
who recently was awarded the 2016 
Herb Lockwood Prize in the Arts. 

Herb Lockwood, originally from up-
state New York, moved to Vermont in 
1982 where he became widely respected 
for the extraordinary breadth and 
depth of his artistic talents. He was a 
painter, writer, woodworker, sculptor, 
cartoonist, and a master guitar player 
who inspired people of all ages, and his 
untimely death from a workplace acci-
dent in 1987 at the age of 27 led his 
friends and fans to publish his music 
and writings and led to his brother 
Todd to create the prize that bears 
Herb’s name. 

Each year, the prize is awarded to a 
Vermonter whose work demonstrates a 
high level of artistic achievement, cou-
pled with originality, innovation, and 
imagination; whose creativity, drive 
and philosophy serve as inspiration to 
other artists; and who has had a benefi-
cent influence on the Vermont commu-
nity. The prize includes a cash award of 
$10,000. The Burlington City Arts Foun-
dation administers the prize through 
the generosity of private donors. 

I commend Todd Lockwood for hon-
oring his brother’s life in this way and 
am very pleased that Nora Jacobson is 
this year’s prize winner. Nora grew up 
on a hilltop farm in Norwich, and with 
the exception of a few years away, she 
has spent her life in Vermont. She has 
produced a number of documentary 
films, some of which took as long as a 
decade to shoot and edit, like ‘‘Deliv-
ered Vacant,’’ about gentrification in 
Hoboken, NJ, and ‘‘Freedom and Unity: 
The Vermont Movie,’’ a unique por-
trayal of memorable periods and indi-
viduals in Vermont’s 225-year history. 
The film is the product of the collabo-
ration of dozens of film makers, con-
ceived and directed by Nora, and it was 
shown in town halls and other loca-
tions around the state. 

Throughout her career as an inde-
pendent film maker, Nora Jacobson has 
demonstrated the same passionate de-
votion to film and recognition of the 
importance the arts have for Vermont 
communities that people so admired in 
Herb Lockwood. She is a well-deserving 
recipient of this year’s Herb Lockwood 
Prize. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN GLENN AND 
RECOGNIZING THE JOHN GLENN 
COLUMBUS INTERNATIONAL AIR-
PORT 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to honor an American hero, a 
former marine, a former astronaut, a 
former U.S. Senator, and a friend, John 
Glenn. I also wish to celebrate renam-
ing Port Columbus International Air-
port, Port Columbus, the John Glenn 
Columbus International Airport. 

John Glenn is a former Marine Corps 
aviator and veteran of both the Second 
World War and the Korean war. He be-
came the first American to orbit the 
Earth on February 20, 1962. After re-
tirement from his position at NASA, 
John Glenn served as a member of the 
U.S. Senate, representing his home 
State of Ohio from 1974 until 1999. 

John Glenn is the last surviving 
member of a group of military test pi-
lots known as the Mercury Seven, who 
participated in the early stages of 
space exploration in the United States. 
Glenn was one of America’s first astro-
nauts whom NASA selected to fly the 
Project Mercury spacecraft. He would 
later return to space in 1998, becoming 
the oldest person to go into space. In 
the same year of his return to space, 
John Glenn helped found the John 
Glenn Institute of Public Service and 
Public Policy at the Ohio State Univer-
sity which recently has grown and ex-
panded to become the John Glenn Col-
lege of Public Affairs. It is one of the 
best public policy colleges in the coun-
try, and I am honored to serve on the 
advisory board. I have seen firsthand 
how his legacy is helping to create fu-
ture leaders. 

Port Columbus is one of the most im-
portant economic resources for Central 
Ohio. Port Columbus provides more 
than 33,000 jobs and has an annual eco-

nomic output of $3.7 billion. Port Co-
lumbus serves nearly 6.8 million pas-
sengers each year. It is fitting that this 
important landmark be renamed to 
honor John Glenn, someone who has 
contributed so much to the aerospace 
and aviation industry. 

I am honored to recognize John 
Glenn and the John Glenn Columbus 
International Airport, and I congratu-
late all who were involved in this ac-
complishment. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CORPORAL DUANE 
DEWEY 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize CPL Duane Dewey, of 
Baldwin, MI, for conspicuous gallantry 
and intrepidity at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty while 
serving as a gunner in a machine-gun 
platoon of Company E, Second Bat-
talion, Fifth Marines, First Marine Di-
vision, Reinforced, in action against 
enemy aggressor forces near Pan-
munjom, Korea, on April 16, 1952. 

Dewey was born on November 16, 
1931, in Grand Rapids, MI. He attended 
school in Muskegon until 1947. He then 
worked for 6 months on a farm in 
South Haven and for a year as a found-
ry worker at National Motors, Inc. 

Dewey signed with the Marine Corps 
Reserve on March 7, 1951, for an ‘‘in-
definite’’ enlistment—the duration of 
the war, plus 6 months. He completed 
recruit training at the Marine Corps 
Recruit Depot Parris Island in South 
Carolina and underwent intensive com-
bat training at Camp Pendleton, CA. 

When an enemy grenade landed close 
to his position while he and his assist-
ant gunner were receiving medical at-
tention for their wounds during a fierce 
night attack by numerically superior 
hostile forces, Corporal Dewey, al-
though suffering intense pain, imme-
diately pulled the corpsman to the 
ground and shouted a warning to the 
other marines around him. He bravely 
smothered the deadly missile with his 
body, personally absorbing the full 
force of the explosion to save his com-
rades from possible injury or death. 

After treatment of his wounds in 
Korea, Dewey was evacuated to the 
U.S. Naval Hospital in Yokosuka, 
Japan, and then to the U.S. Naval Hos-
pital in Mare Island, CA, before being 
transported to the Great Lakes, IL hos-
pital. Following his recuperation at 
Great Lakes, he was released from ac-
tive duty on August 19, 1952. 

On March 12, 1953, Dewey was the 
first person to receive the Medal of 
Honor from President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower. After presenting the medal to 
Dewey during the ceremony at the 
White House, Eisenhower said to him, 
‘‘You must have a body of steel.’’ 
Dewey’s military awards include the 
Purple Heart Medal, the Navy Presi-
dential Unit Citation, the National De-
fense Service Medal, the Korean Serv-
ice Medal with two bronze service 
stars, and the United Nations Service 
Medal. 
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