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feed a family. Economically, there is more 
inequality in America than ever. According 
to the Pew Research Center, since 1983 ‘‘vir-
tually all wealth gains made by U.S. families 
have gone to the upper-income group.’’ The 
top 1% of American families received 22.5% 
of all pre-tax income in 2012, with the bot-
tom 90% receiving less than 50% of total in-
come for the first time ever. 

For the plights of everyday Americans to 
rightfully regain the attention of the govern-
ment, the deluge of money being pumped 
into the electoral system by big corporations 
and wealthy donors must be stopped. New 
campaign finance regulations and a reversal 
of the Citizens United decision will take the 
government out of the control of the wealthy 
elite and put it back into the hands of the 
people. 

Policies designed to combat income in-
equality at its roots are the only way to fix 
our broken system. For example, we need a 
minimum wage that allows families an equal 
chance at happiness. We need political lead-
ership that will give low-income women an 
equal chance at personal liberty, instead of 
seeking to strip funding from organizations 
like Planned Parenthood, which for many 
women are their only option for reproductive 
healthcare. We need a healthcare system 
that ensures that no one has less of a right 
to health because of their socioeconomic 
class. We need affordable education and job 
training programs to give young people the 
tools they need to contribute to our econ-
omy. Tax cuts for the wealthiest have only 
widened the gap and made life harder for too 
many Americans. It’s time to unite, rather 
than divide, our country. 

In order for the American people to unite, 
elected officials must lead the way, by fol-
lowing the will of the people, instead of the 
dictates of their wealthy donors. For exam-
ple, in their 2014 National Climate Assess-
ment, the White House found that low-in-
come and minority communities suffer the 
most from climate change-induced events, 
including heat waves and floods. Still, many 
in Congress who benefit from oil companies 
continue to deny climate change exists. Con-
gress must begin a full-scale attack on cli-
mate change including carbon emission 
taxes, incentives for renewable energy com-
panies and consumers, and efforts to protect 
valuable natural resources. 

‘‘Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happi-
ness . . . to secure these rights, Governments 
are instituted among men.’’ It’s time for our 
government to reaffirm its commitment to 
the founding document which formed it 250 
years ago, one which outlined a government 
whose purpose was to uphold its people’s fun-
damental rights. When these rights are in-
fringed upon by inequality, it is the duty of 
the government to address that inequality in 
order to preserve our American identity. 

SOPHIA PARKER, VERGENNES UNION HIGH 
SCHOOL (FINALIST) 

Nelson Mandela proclaimed: ‘‘It is in your 
hands to make of our world a better one for 
all.’’ 

It is easy to feel overwhelmed by the com-
plex and devastating crises we face today as 
a nation, to believe the solutions are out of 
our hands. I see two parallel sets of prob-
lems. On one hand, we have institutionalized 
problems which will require institutional so-
lutions, financial resources, and political 
will. On the other hand, there is a personal 
malaise, discouragement, and alienation 
among citizens. The two problems are re-
lated because the alienation and discourage-
ment stem in part from systems that have 
become corrupt and ineffective, serving the 
needs of the few at the expense of the many. 
However, there is also power in our simple 
personal choices and actions, which is often 

overlooked. Engaging this power does not re-
quire a political solution. A child can bring 
this forth. The most disenfranchised person 
can make a difference. This power resides in 
the simple personal choice to do good, to 
take action, to care, to make one small or 
large movement towards making life a little 
better for somebody. 

Every one of us has strengths that we can 
bring to bear for the sake of another indi-
vidual, our community, a specific cause, or 
the world at large. If each person devoted 
even an hour a week to making the world a 
better place, it would have a tremendous im-
pact. 

You are never too young or old to make a 
difference. You are never too poor, too weak, 
or too busy to make a difference. Every sin-
gle one of us has strengths that we can har-
ness to make the world better for the people 
around us. My 10 year-old neighbor drives his 
family’s tractor to plow our driveway after 
every snowstorm, out of the kindness of his 
heart. My mom and I run wildlife camps for 
kids; one of our 9 year-old campers started 
an organization to help older shelter cats 
find homes. A sophomore at my high school 
helped organize a winter sleep-out to end 
homelessness, attended by over a hundred 
people. These are all young people seeing 
problems and finding ways to take action 
through compassion, courage, creativity, and 
community service. 

I serve as Miss Vermont’s Outstanding 
Teen; my platform is wildlife rehabilitation 
and stewardship of the natural world, which 
is a cause to which I have been devoted since 
I was a small child. I travel across Vermont 
encouraging young people to find their own 
passion and get involved in contributing 
something of value to their communities. 
The response is always inspiring. 

The problems around us are daunting in-
deed. However, we cannot underestimate the 
power for good that resides in each indi-
vidual. It can begin with something as sim-
ple as lending each other a hand, and can 
build into making our world a better one for 
all.∑ 

f 

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF NORWAY 
SAVINGS BANK 

∑ Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I 
wish to commemorate the 150th anni-
versary of Norway Savings Bank, a mu-
tual savings bank based in southern 
Maine. This community bank has a 
long and proud history of serving the 
people of Maine, and I am proud to add 
my voice to those in our grateful State 
in recognizing this milestone. Norway 
Savings Bank will celebrate its anni-
versary by hosting events on February 
5, 2016, at each of their 24 locations 
across western and southern Maine. 

When Norway Savings Bank was in-
corporated in 1866, Norway was a small 
but growing town with a third of the 
population settled today. A century 
and a half later, Norway has become a 
bustling mill town, as well as a popular 
tourist destination. And since it 
opened its original building on Main 
Street in Norway in 1894, Norway Sav-
ings Bank has proven itself to be an ex-
emplary community bank. 

As a mutual savings bank, Norway 
Savings Bank is first and foremost ac-
countable to its depositors and the 

community. At Norway Savings Bank, 
customers not only find high-quality 
service, but also an engaged and warm 
environment. Its dedicated employees 
have continued the tradition of pro-
viding customers with prompt and per-
sonalized solutions, regardless of the fi-
nancial challenge. The bank’s great 
customer service and hard work even 
has people ‘‘from away’’ taking notice: 
DepositAccounts.com named them one 
of the top 200 healthiest banks in 2014. 

Norway Savings Bank’s investment 
in its employees is also commendable. 
The bank consistently prioritizes the 
well-being of its staff and is consist-
ently recognized as a top employer in 
the State of Maine. The bank was 
named one of the Best Banks to Work 
For in America in 2013 by the American 
Bankers Association, and branches of 
the company have been awarded Best 
Places to Work in Maine by the Soci-
ety for Human Resource Manage-
ment’s, SHRM, Maine State Council. 

Finally, bank leadership and employ-
ees prove that they understand the 
true meaning of ‘‘relationship bank-
ing’’ by devoting countless hours of 
their valuable time, as well as their re-
sources, to the betterment of Maine by 
regularly supporting important com-
munity initiatives and issues. Between 
2012 and 2014, Norway Savings Bank 
employees volunteered 27,788 hours of 
their time to different organizations in 
the community. 

The bank’s core business model of 
putting community first remains true 
today even as Norway, ME, and the 
broader financial depository industry 
have changed dramatically. I am proud 
to join the people of Norway, ME, and 
communities across western and south-
ern Maine in thanking Norway Savings 
Bank for their commitment to the peo-
ple of Maine and continued work on be-
half of our great State. This milestone 
is a testament to their hard work over 
the past 150 years, and I wish them 
many more years of success.∑ 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING LEFT HAND DITCH 
COMPANY 

∑ Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, today 
I honor the Left Hand Ditch Company, 
based in Boulder County, CO, on its 
150th anniversary. Left Hand Ditch 
Company was founded on February 27, 
1866, 10 years before Colorado became a 
State. It provides an essential resource 
for water in the Boulder and Longmont 
region of the Northern Front Range. 

Left Hand has played an important 
role in the history of water law in Col-
orado and the American West. In the 
case of Coffin v. Left Hand Ditch Com-
pany in 1882, the Colorado Supreme 
Court upheld Left Hand’s right to con-
tinue its use of the water supply in the 
area. This ‘‘first-in, first-right’’ deci-
sion became the basis for water law in 
the West, known as the Doctrine of 
Prior Appropriation. As one historian 
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has said, ‘‘The story of the Left Hand 
Ditch is the story of water in the 
west.’’ 

Water is a foundational aspect of 
Colorado’s history and is a primary 
driver for agriculture, commerce, and 
community development in the State. 
Left Hand’s contributions have helped 
spur growth in this region and set an 
important precedent for our Nation’s 
water laws. Congratulations to the 
Left Hand Ditch Company on reaching 
this significant milestone.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and a withdrawal which were referred 
to the appropriate committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate 
proceedings.) 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

AGREEMENT ON SOCIAL SECURITY 
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 
AND HUNGARY, CONSISTING OF 
A PRINCIPAL AGREEMENT AND 
AN ADMINISTRATIVE AGREE-
MENT—PM 38 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the 

Social Security Act, as amended by the 
Social Security Amendments of 1977 
(Public Law 95-216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I 
transmit herewith a social security to-
talization agreement with Hungary, ti-
tled, ‘‘Agreement on Social Security 
between the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government 
of Hungary,’’ and a related agreement 
titled, ‘‘Administrative Arrangement 
for the Implementation of the Agree-
ment on Social Security between the 
United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of Hungary’’ (collectively the 
‘‘Agreements’’). The Agreements were 
signed in Budapest, Hungary, on Feb-
ruary 3, 2015. 

The Agreements are similar in objec-
tive to the social security agreements 
already in force with most European 
Union countries, Australia, Canada, 
Chile, Japan, Norway, the Republic of 
Korea, and Switzerland. Such bilateral 
agreements provide for limited coordi-
nation between the United States and 
foreign social security systems to 

eliminate dual social security coverage 
and taxation, and to help prevent the 
lost benefit protection that can occur 
when workers divide their careers be-
tween two countries. 

The Agreements contain all provi-
sions mandated by section 233 of the 
Social Security Act and the provisions 
that I deem appropriate to carry out 
the purposes of section 233, pursuant to 
section 233(c)(4) of the Social Security 
Act. 

I also transmit for the information of 
the Congress a report required by sec-
tion 233(e)(1) of the Social Security Act 
on the estimated number of individuals 
who will be affected by the Agreements 
and the estimated cost effect. The De-
partment of State and the Social Secu-
rity Administration have rec-
ommended the Agreements to me. 

I commend the Agreements and re-
lated documents. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 1, 2016. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
The following reports of committees 

were submitted: 
By Mr. GRASSLEY, from the Committee 

on the Judiciary, with an amendment: 
H.R. 1428. A bill to extend Privacy Act 

remedies to citizens of certified states, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. COTTON: 
S. 2474. A bill to allow for additional mark-

ings, including the words ‘‘Israel’’ and 
‘‘Product in Israel,’’ to be used for country of 
origin marking requirements for goods made 
in the geographical areas known as the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Mr. 
DAINES): 

S. 2475. A bill to establish a Commission on 
Structural Alternatives for the Federal 
Courts of Appeals; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Mrs. SHAHEEN, and Mr. 
MCCONNELL): 

S. 2476. A bill to exclude power supply cir-
cuits, drivers, and devices designed to be 
connected to, and power, light-emitting di-
odes or organic light-emitting diodes pro-
viding illumination or ceiling fans using di-
rect current motors from energy conserva-
tion standards for external power supplies; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself and Mr. 
SULLIVAN): 

S. 2477. A bill to amend title 28, United 
States Code, to provide for the appointment 
of additional Federal circuit judges, to di-
vide the Ninth Judicial Circuit of the United 
States into 2 circuits, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 356 

At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 
of the Senator from Washington (Mrs. 

MURRAY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 356, a bill to improve the provisions 
relating to the privacy of electronic 
communications. 

S. 366 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
366, a bill to require Senate candidates 
to file designations, statements, and 
reports in electronic form. 

S. 429 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 429, a bill to amend title 
XIX of the Social Security Act to pro-
vide a standard definition of thera-
peutic foster care services in Medicaid. 

S. 569 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 569, a bill to reauthorize the 
farm to school program, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 649 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 

of the Senator from Arkansas (Mr. COT-
TON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 649, 
a bill to amend the eligibility require-
ments for funding under title IV of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965. 

S. 1195 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1195, a bill to amend the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 to update report-
ing requirements for institutions of 
higher education and provide for more 
accurate and complete data on student 
retention, graduation, and earnings 
outcomes at all levels of postsecondary 
enrollment. 

S. 1333 
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the 

name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
LEE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1333, a bill to amend the Controlled 
Substances Act to exclude cannabidiol 
and cannabidiol-rich plants from the 
definition of marihuana, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1479 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1479, a bill to amend the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 
1980 to modify provisions relating to 
grants, and for other purposes. 

S. 1890 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1890, a bill to amend chapter 90 of 
title 18, United States Code, to provide 
Federal jurisdiction for the theft of 
trade secrets, and for other purposes. 

S. 2042 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2042, a bill to amend the Na-
tional Labor Relations Act to strength-
en protections for employees wishing 
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