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the FBI with additional tools in order
to identify those radicalized Americans
in place who pose a potential threat
here on the homeland.

Finally, we must do more to counter
the venomous ideology pedaled by ISIS
by hitting them in their safe havens
abroad. I am still amazed when the
President refers to ISIS as the JV
team. Yet ISIS seems to be the best
game going for terrorists in the Middle
East. Indeed, I recently traveled with
members of the Homeland Security
Committee in the House to Tunisia.
There have been as many as 100
Tunisians who have traveled to Libya
and trained with other foreign fighters
and then hope to make the short jump
into Europe via Italy and then poten-
tially commit terrorist attacks there
or even travel to the United States.
Many of those countries are visa waiv-
er countries—38 different countries are
visa waiver countries. If you make it
into Europe through a visa waiver
country, you can travel to the United
States without a visa. That is a poten-
tial threat to the United States.

We need to deal with ISIS seriously,
which means we need a strategy to
crush ISIS and prevent them from not
only killing innocent civilians in the
Middle East, as we saw when some
400,000 Syrians died in Syria—Syria
started out as a civil war, but now it
appears to be attracting terrorists
from all across the region. We need to
deal with the threat of ISIS as a seri-
ous national security matter and not
just as a law enforcement exercise,
where we act after the fact to inves-
tigate it and then perhaps prosecute
people and put them behind bars. There
is nothing we can do to punish a poten-
tial terrorist for taking the lives of 49
people in Orlando, especially when they
kill themselves in the attack. We
ought to be about preventing those at-
tacks and not just prosecuting the cul-
pable once the attack is over.

Earlier today we passed the national
defense authorization bill and gave our
military men and women in uniform
the resources they need in order to
combat this evil outside our borders,
but what we need most of all in this
fight against radical Islamic ideology
is leadership from the White House, a
strategy, which we are still waiting
for, and a commitment to root out and
destroy ISIS and its affiliates.

I get the sense that the President and
his national security team feel like
this is something they can contain, but
this is not something they can contain.
Maybe they can hope to contain the
people fighting in the Middle East, but
of course we know what has happened
there. Maybe they can hope to catch
people traveling from the Middle East
to the United States, but it is not 100
percent secure. We know for sure that
the preeminent threat here in the
homeland is people being radicalized in
place through social media and obvi-
ously being instructed to kill Ameri-
cans where they live. This group is
growing in strength across North Afri-
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ca, as I mentioned in places like Libya,
which is now a failed state because of
the flawed strategy that the adminis-
tration had after they took out Muam-
mar Qadhafi. It seems as though we
learned nothing from Iraq or any of our
other experiences in the region.

Now is the time for coming together
to face this enemy that seeks to upend
our very way of life. This is not the
time to downplay the evil that perpet-
uates this violence, and it is also not
the time for show votes on things like
gun control.

This individual in Orlando, who mur-
dered 49 people and injured so many
more, had a firearms license since 2011.
He was a licensed security guard. He
was not on a watch list at the time he
committed this horrific act. So passing
some legislation dealing with people on
watch lists, such as the Senator from
California offered last December, would
have done nothing to prevent this at-
tack.

We ought to be about finding a way
to come together on a bipartisan basis
to make sure this sort of travesty is
not repeated over and over and over
again. The only way we are going to do
it is to get serious about giving the
FBI the tools they need in order to
fight and crush ISIS and its dangerous
ideology where it resides in the Middle
East. We ought to take that oppor-
tunity this week. We need to focus on
the threat and how to better protect
our country.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues in other ways, exploring
other ideas they may have to prevent
tragedies like Orlando, San
Bernardino, and Boston from hap-
pening in the future.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CRruUZ). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF
THE CHAIR

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Senate
stand in recess under the previous
order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Under the previous order, the Senate
stands in recess subject to the call of
the Chair.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:27 p.m.,
recessed subject to the call of the Chair
and reassembled at 2:40 p.m. when
called to order by the Presiding Officer
(Mr. ALEXANDER).

————————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
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Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 120, H.R.
25678, an act making appropriations for the
Departments of Commerce and Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes.

Mitch McConnell, John Cornyn, Mike
Crapo, Richard C. Shelby, Richard
Burr, Daniel Coats, Ben Sasse, Roger F.
Wicker, Thom Tillis, Steve Daines,
Chuck Grassley, Susan M. Collins,
Thad Cochran, James Lankford, Lamar
Alexander, John Hoeven, Roy Blunt.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the motion to
proceed to H.R. 2578, an act making ap-
propriations for the Departments of
Commerce and Justice, Science, and
Related Agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2016, and for
other purposes, shall be brought to a
close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. LANKFORD).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. BOXER)
and the Senator from Vermont (Mr.
SANDERS) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PORTMAN). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 94,
nays 3, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 99 Leg.]

YEAS—9%4

Alexander Fischer Nelson
Ayotte Flake Paul
Baldwin Franken Peters
Barrasso Gardner Portman
Bennet Gillibrand Reed
Blumenthal Graham Reid
Booker Haton Risch
Boozman Heinrich ggsﬁ?:
Brown Heitkamp X

: Rubio
Burr Hirono
Cantwell Hoeven Sasse
Capito Inhofe Schatz
Cardin Johnson Schumer
Carper Kaine Scott
Casey King Sessions
Cassidy Kirk Shaheen
Coats Klobuchar Shelby
Cochran Leahy Stabenow
Collins Lee Sullivan
Coons Manchin Tester
Corker Markey Thune
Cornyn McCain Tillis
Cotton McCaskill Toomey
Crapo McConnell Udall
Cruz Menendez Vitter
Daines Merkley
Donnelly Mikulski g:gﬁ
Durbin Moran Whitehouse
Enzi Murkowski X
Ernst Murphy Wicker
Feinstein Murray Wyden
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NAYS—3
Heller Isakson Perdue
NOT VOTING—3
Boxer Lankford Sanders
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

PERDUE). On this vote, the yeas are 94,
the nays are 3.

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to.

—————

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE,
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2016—MOTION TO
PROCEED

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the motion to pro-
ceed.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 120,
H.R. 2578, a bill making appropriations for
the Departments of Commerce and Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

Mr. LEAHY. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. FRANKEN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
AYOTTE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

MASS SHOOTING IN ORLANDO

Mr. FRANKEN. Madam President, I
rise to address the tragic events in Or-
lando, FL. In the early hours of Sun-
day, a gunman walked into Pulse, a
popular, crowded LGBT nightclub, on
Latin night and opened fire, taking the
lives of 49 people and wounding 53 more
in an act of terror that has been called
the worst mass shooting in American
history. It was also the deadliest at-
tack on the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender community that our Na-
tion has ever known.

State and Federal authorities are
continuing their investigation into the
assailant and what his motives were
that night. I believe 44 of the surnames
of those who died were Latino. Accord-
ing to the FBI, the shooter had pre-
viously been investigated for potential
ties to terrorist organizations, and dur-
ing the attack, the shooter called au-
thorities and pledged his allegiance to
ISIL.

We must do everything in our power
to eradicate this evil, combat recruit-
ment and radicalization, and we must
make sure our efforts and our rhetoric
do not scapegoat an entire community
based on the actions of a single sick in-
dividual.

The investigation is ongoing, and
many details are still emerging, but we
know this: The 49 men and women who
lost their lives on Sunday night were
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murdered by a man with hate in his
heart—perhaps even hate directed
within—and an assault weapon in his
hand.

Following each and every tragic
shooting, one thought haunts me, and
that is that we in Congress are failing
the American people. We have failed to
answer their repeated calls to address
gun violence in this country. We have
failed to take steps necessary to make
our communities safer, and as a result
we are complicit in creating the cir-
cumstances that give rise to these
events. We can’t pretend this part isn’t
on us.

Our State of Minnesota has a proud
tradition of responsible gun ownership.
Generations of Minnesotans have
learned to hunt from their parents,
grandparents, aunts and uncles, friends
and neighbors, but when I speak to
constituents on this issue, the message
is clear: Minnesotans want Congress to
take commonsense steps to reduce gun
violence and ensure their family’s safe-
ty. There is a balance to be struck
here, and I strongly believe that we are
capable of striking that balance.

The Second Amendment doesn’t pro-
tect the rights of everyone to carry
whatever weapon he likes in any place
he wishes for whatever purpose he
wants. The Second Amendment does
not entitle criminals, potential terror-
ists, or people with serious mental ill-
ness to carry guns. It does not entitle
Americans to own guns designed to
slaughter scores of people in seconds.

We can’t turn back time. We can’t
bring back the lives we have lost. But,
for God’s sake, what is it going to
take? How many tragedies like this
does this Nation have to endure before
we find the moral conviction to do
something about gun violence?

It is important for us to acknowledge
not just how this atrocity was com-
mitted but who the gunman targeted,
and where. In his remarks on Sunday,
President Obama rightly drew the Na-
tion’s attention to the site of this most
recent tragedy—to Pulse, a gay night-
club that Barbara Poma opened to
honor the memory of her brother John,
whom she lost to AIDS years earlier.
Barbara explained that her family was
strict and had a strong sense of tradi-
tion. Being gay was frowned upon.
Coming out could not have been easy
for John, but when he did, his family
welcomed him with acceptance and
love. Pulse was named for John’s
heartbeat, and it was a place, accord-
ing to his sister, where he was ‘‘kept
alive in the eyes of his friends and his
family.”

In describing the shooting, President
Obama explained that ‘‘the place where
they were attacked is more than a
nightclub—it is a place of solidarity
and empowerment where people have
come together to raise awareness, to
speak their minds, and to advocate for
their civil rights.” But it is also impor-
tant to note that, like so many of the
bars and nightclubs serving the LGBT
community, Pulse was a place where
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people have come together to feel safe.
Like the historic Stonewall Inn in New
York City, the birthplace of the gay
rights movement, and Bar 19, a pub in
Loring Park that has served
Minneapolis’s gay community since
1952, Pulse was a sanctuary.

Not everyone is welcomed by their
family and their friends with accept-
ance and love. Even today, not every-
one is able to walk down the street
holding the hand of their loved one
without fear. For those in search of
solidarity in their communities, and
for those in search of safety, Pulse pro-
vided refuge. Regrettably, even today,
that refuge is sorely needed. Despite
long overdue victories, leaders in the
LGBT movement have perceived an in-
crease in violence directed against
their community. LGBT Americans
continue to face threats, intimidation,
and violence—on the street, in the
workplace, and at school. By and large,
they remain vulnerable to discrimina-
tion.

As Americans come together in the
days and weeks ahead, as we seek com-
fort and community at pride celebra-
tions and candlelight vigils, it is in-
cumbent upon all of us, but most espe-
cially policymakers, to do everything
in our power to change the culture of
hate and to pursue a more equal union.
It is simply unacceptable that in 28
States, including Florida, there are no
protections to prevent a survivor of the
Orlando attack from being fired just
because he is gay. In 28 States, includ-
ing Florida, there are no protections to
prohibit a homeless shelter from turn-
ing away a survivor of the Orlando at-
tack because she is a lesbian. In 29
States, including Florida, there are no
protections to prevent a business from
refusing service to a survivor of the Or-
lando attack because she is
transgender. That isn’t right. This is
not who we are as a country, and it
must change.

Congress must take up and pass the
Student Non-Discrimination Act to
protect our children—our children—in
our schools. And Congress must take
up and pass the Equality Act to make
clear that discrimination and hate
have no place in our workplaces and in
our homes.

I was around 10 years old at the
height of the civil rights movement.
My family used to eat dinner watching
TV on plates on tray tables, and we
would watch the news. And I remember
seeing footage of police in the South
siccing dogs on Black civil rights dem-
onstrators, going after them with
firehoses and billy clubs. I never will
forget my dad pointing at our tele-
vision screen and saying to me and my
brother, ‘““No Jew can be for that.” No
Jew can be for that. It was obvious to
him, as it should be to all of us, that
when some members of our commu-
nities face injustice, we all do.

In the face of that pervasive discrimi-
nation, that stain on our values and
our history, our Nation recognized
then, as it should recognize now, that
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