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peers, who rely on him as a leader dur-
ing risky operations and dangerous 
missions. As a certified master and in-
structor in helicopter ropes and sus-
pension techniques, Oscar uses his ex-
perience to train others in skills nec-
essary to operate safely in a dangerous 
environment, often leaning out of the 
door of a helicopter hundreds of feet up 
in the air. It is no wonder his col-
leagues describe Oscar as courageous 
and as an inspiration to those around 
him. 

So, Oscar, my friend, we say thank 
you. Thank you for your remarkable 
and continued service to our country 
and to your community in Tucson. A 
special thanks for all of the lives you 
have saved and will continue to save 
through your heroic work. 

To Oscar’s wife and four children, we 
say thank you for sharing with us a 
good man, your husband and your dad, 
for letting him do the important work 
that he does every day to keep Ameri-
cans safe along the southern border 
and really around our country. 

To the 1,200 men and women of the 
Air and Marine Operations and the 
60,000 employees at Customs and Bor-
der Protection, thank you for your 
continued service to our country and 
for your dedication to the safety and 
security of so many others. As I said 
earlier, more than 200,000 employees at 
the Department of Homeland Security 
have some of the toughest jobs of any 
of our public servants, working outside 
the spotlight to tackle difficult chal-
lenges and to protect our community 
and our families. 

To each of you, I just want to say 
again, as I say here every month: 
Thank you. Keep up the good work. 
May God bless each and every one of 
you. 

f 

COMMENDING JOHN KOSKINEN 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President I want 
to take another few minutes—I think I 
have the time. I don’t see anybody 
waiting to speak. I want to take a 
minute and say something about a fel-
low named John Koskinen. John 
Koskinen is the Commissioner of the 
IRS. In 2013, at a time of great tumult 
at the IRS, President Obama turned to 
John Koskinen to lead the IRS because 
of his reputation in the public and pri-
vate sectors as a go-to manager of 
troubled enterprises. 

He was 74 at the time. He agreed to 
take this on. He did not need to do this. 
He needed to do this job like he needed 
another head, but he said that he would 
do it. He agreed to do it because the 
President asked him to serve our coun-
try, and they needed a strong leader at 
the IRS. 

Prior to his service at the IRS, he 
held the position of Non-Executive 
Chairman at Freddie Mac from Sep-
tember 2008 to December 2011. During 
that time he served as the interim CEO 
at Freddie Mac—that was a tumul-
tuous time, a very difficult time for 
our country—and as the principal fi-

nancial officer after the death of 
Freddie Mac’s acting CFO in April of 
2009. 

He retired from the Freddie Mac 
board in 2012. I want to mention an-
other thing or two about John 
Koskinen’s service prior to coming on 
board in the last decade to help us in 
the public sector. Prior to serving on 
the Freddie Mac board, Koskinen 
served as the president of the U.S. Soc-
cer Foundation from 2004 to 2008. He 
also previously served as deputy mayor 
of the District of Columbia, the Deputy 
Director for Management at the Office 
of Management and Budget, and the 
Chairman of the President’s Council on 
Year 2000 Conversion. 

Prior to entering government serv-
ice, John Koskinen worked for 21 years 
for the Palmieri Company, as vice 
president, president, CEO and chair-
man, working in the realm of turn-
arounds—a person helping to turn 
around large failed enterprises. Earlier 
in his career, he served as the adminis-
trative assistant to then Senator Abra-
ham Ribicoff, legislative assistant to 
Mayor John Lindsay, and Assistant to 
the Deputy Executive Director of the 
National Advisory Commission on Civil 
Disorders. 

He practiced law with the firm of 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher and clerked 
for Judge David Bazelon, chief judge of 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

He got his bachelor’s degree from 
Duke University and his law degree 
from Yale. I mean, what a resume. 

At the age of 74, as somebody who 
helped turn around a lot of failed en-
terprises, our President reached out to 
him and probably said: I know you are 
74, an age where a lot of people are 
more interested in slowing down and 
taking life easy. He took on one of the 
toughest challenges of all. 

He is one of the finest people I know 
in public service. There are some folks 
in the Congress who have been assert-
ing that he is unfit for service. I just 
want to say: They could not be more 
mistaken. This a good and decent man. 
I was raised to treat other people the 
way I want to be treated, to figure out 
the right thing to do, and to treat oth-
ers the way I want to be treated. 

Given the sacrifices that he has made 
with his life at this stage of his life, 
rather than taking brickbats, he 
should be taking bouquets. So I would 
say to you, John Koskinen, if you are 
out there listening: I know you have 
other things to do rather than listen to 
wrapups here in the Senate before we 
begin the Memorial Day break, but I 
want to say thank you for a lifetime of 
service, and thank you especially for 
your service as our leader in the IRS. 
God bless you and your family. Thanks 
to them for sharing with us a very good 
human being. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have printed in the RECORD a 
letter dated May 23, 2016, from John 
Koskinen, Commissioner of the IRS, 
whom I was just discussing, to the Hon-

orable BOB GOODLATTE, chairman of 
the Committee on the Judiciary in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY, 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE, 

Washington, DC, May 23, 2016. 
Hon. BOB GOODLATTE, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter of May 18 inviting me to testify at the 
Judiciary Committee hearing on May 24 re-
garding the Committee’s inquiry into allega-
tions made against me in my role as IRS 
Commissioner. I thank you for extending me 
that courtesy, and for affording me the op-
portunity to provide the Committee with in-
formation in response to the issues raised by 
some Members of the House. I have the deep-
est respect for you and for this Committee, 
and recognize your Committee’s responsi-
bility to carefully evaluate these allega-
tions. 

When the Committee announced this hear-
ing, I was returning from a week in China 
where I met with the tax administrators of 
43 nations to discuss international tax avoid-
ance issues. As a result, since I returned, my 
schedule has been more crowded than usual, 
including preparations for a previously 
scheduled hearing before the House Ways and 
Means Committee on Wednesday, May 25. 
Therefore, the short notice provided has left 
me without sufficient time to prepare to ap-
pear in person on Tuesday for what could be 
a wide-ranging and complex discussion re-
garding claims that may only become clear 
after the hearing’s first panel. Thus, while I 
must regrettably decline your invitation, I 
remain willing to appear before the Com-
mittee in the future. 

In the meantime, if you think it is appro-
priate and helpful to include in the record at 
this time, I enclose an initial statement 
summarizing why the allegations against me 
lack merit. I think this information may 
also be useful to witnesses at the second 
hearing you have announced for June with 
outside experts. 

Should the Committee choose to undertake 
further steps, I hope that it will do so in a 
manner consistent with the House’s long-
standing concern for, and provision of, the 
due process that must attend such a serious 
course of action. I would be pleased to talk 
with you further at your convenience. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN A. KOSKINEN. 

WRITTEN STATEMENT OF JOHN A. KOSKINEN, 
COMMISSIONER, INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
BEFORE THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE— 
FOR ITS HEARING: EXAMINING THE ALLEGA-
TIONS OF MISCONDUCT AGAINST IRS COMMIS-
SIONER JOHN KOSKINEN, PART I MAY 24, 2016 

INTRODUCTION 
Chairman Goodlatte, Ranking Member 

Conyers and Members of the Committee, 
thank you for the opportunity to provide a 
summary statement for the record in con-
nection with your review of the allegations 
by some Members of the House Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee. I hope this 
summary statement is helpful as you con-
sider whether to initiate a more formal in-
quiry. I stand ready to cooperate with your 
Committee with regard to any actions it 
deems appropriate. 

I have great respect for our institutions of 
government, including the United States 
Congress and each of its Members. When I 
began my service as Commissioner of the In-
ternal Revenue Service, I took over an agen-
cy under investigation by six different bodies 
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and buffeted by ongoing, serious con-
troversy. I regret that, in the period since 
then, we have not been able to bring these 
matters to a conclusion satisfactory to all 
Members of this distinguished Body, includ-
ing those who are testifying today before 
you. 

I believe the allegations you will hear de-
scribed today, and the related House Resolu-
tion are without merit, for reasons summa-
rized below. But I also acknowledge the 
strong feelings that are held by some Mem-
bers regarding this matter, as well as their 
understandable frustration with the docu-
ment production and retention challenges of 
our agency during the past several years. I 
also understand their deep concern regarding 
the actions that gave rise to these controver-
sies —conduct that ended long before I ar-
rived at the IRS. I am committed to con-
tinuing to make improvements and working 
with all committees and Members of Con-
gress during my tenure as Commissioner, 
and I sincerely hope that, over time, trust 
and goodwill on all sides will be restored. 

BACKGROUND 
Let me begin by noting that I never sought 

the position of IRS Commissioner, which I 
have held since December 2013. After con-
cluding my work as Non-Executive Chairman 
of Freddie Mac, having been asked to under-
take that role in the wake of the financial 
crisis by President George W. Bush’s Admin-
istration, I was happily retired. I served on 
the boards of two large, publicly-traded com-
panies and tried to keep up with my grand-
children. But I agreed to serve when ap-
proached by the current Administration in 
May 2013, because I have a longstanding com-
mitment to public service, and because I un-
derstand the importance of the IRS to the 
government and the nation. The IRS collects 
more than 90 percent of the revenue that 
funds the operations of the Federal govern-
ment, and the agency’s activities touch vir-
tually every American. 

When I came to the IRS, I knew no one 
who worked at the agency, and to this day I 
have never met or spoken to former IRS Di-
rector of Exempt Organizations Lois Lerner. 
By the time I was confirmed as Commis-
sioner in December 2013, six investigations 
were already well underway in response to 
the May 2013 report by the Treasury Inspec-
tor General for Tax Administration (TIGTA) 
regarding the use of improper criteria to 
process applications for tax-exempt status 
under section 501(c)(4) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code. 

It should be noted that organizations ap-
plying for 501(c)(4) status at that time did 
not need a determination from the IRS to 
undertake their activities. Until last Decem-
ber, when Congress passed the Protecting 
Americans from Tax Hikes (PATH) Act— 
which requires 501(c)(4) organizations to ad-
vise the IRS when they begin activities—any 
entity could operate as a 501(c)(4) simply by 
filing the annual information returns re-
quired by the IRS. Nonetheless, those orga-
nizations had a right to a determination if 
they sought it, and the IRS had an obliga-
tion to provide that determination promptly 
and efficiently. Early in my tenure, I apolo-
gized to all groups who experienced inordi-
nate delays and complications in the review 
of their applications. 

My goal from the start has been to respond 
as quickly and completely as possible to in-
quiries from any of the six investigating en-
tities, to help them develop recommenda-
tions that would in turn assist us in ensuring 
that the management failures described in 
TIGTA’s May 2013 report would never happen 
again. 

My previous experience in government 
helped me to understand the importance of 

complying with such investigations. Earlier 
in my career, I spent four years as Chief of 
Staff to former Sen. Abraham Ribicoff, who 
served as Chairman of a subcommittee of the 
Senate Governmental Affairs Committee 
and, ultimately, as Chairman of the Com-
mittee. The Committee held hearings on a 
variety of important issues, and my involve-
ment in those hearings impressed upon me 
the importance of Congressional oversight of 
the Executive Branch, and the responsibility 
of agencies to respond as quickly and com-
pletely as possible to requests for informa-
tion from Congress. 

In response to the May 2013 TIGTA report, 
the IRS accepted and implemented all of the 
Inspector General’s recommendations, with 
one exception. The only recommendation we 
have not completed involves clarifying how 
to measure the social welfare and political 
activities of section 501(c)(4) organizations. 
Before I became Commissioner, the Treasury 
and the IRS drafted proposed regulations on 
this issue for public comment. The regula-
tions proved to be very controversial and 
provoked over 160,000 comments. I suggested 
that we start over, taking into consideration 
the range of comments provided and empha-
sizing that our goal was not to change the 
basic, existing rules but, instead, to clarify 
them as recommended by the TIGTA report. 
We were instructed by Congress in December 
to halt our work in this area, which we have 
done. 

TIGTA reviewed our actions in response to 
the May 2013 report, and issued a follow-up 
report in March 2015 that noted the IRS had 
taken ‘‘significant actions’’ to address their 
recommendations. We also accepted and im-
plemented their additional suggestions. 

In August 2015, another of the six inves-
tigating entities, the Senate Finance Com-
mittee, concluded its two-and-a-half year in-
vestigation with an exhaustive report. As I 
testified to the Finance Committee in Octo-
ber last year, the IRS accepted all the rec-
ommendations in the Committee’s report 
that were within our control—those that did 
not involve tax policy matters or legislative 
action. They included 15 of the report’s 18 bi-
partisan recommendations. We also accepted 
and have implemented all of the rec-
ommendations within our control in the sep-
arate reports prepared by the Majority and 
Minority of the Committee. 

In addition to the Senate Finance Com-
mittee, the Senate Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations, the Depart-
ment of Justice (DOJ), and TIGTA have con-
cluded their investigations and their work, 
with the exception of one historical review 
being done by TIGTA. None of these entities 
have indicated any further action or activity 
is necessary or required. 

Despite that, some Members have urged 
the House to impeach me. Impeachment is, 
of course, an extraordinary tool, used very 
rarely by the House after a careful and delib-
erative process, including, in previous cases, 
providing substantial due process and other 
safeguards to the accused individual. These 
safeguards, which include adequate time to 
prepare and the right to call and examine 
witnesses, are not part of this preliminary 
inquiry. And as described below, I believe 
impeachment is a wholly improper tool in 
this instance. 

RESPONSES TO THE ALLEGATIONS IN THE 
PROPOSED ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT 

As indicated earlier, I believe there is no 
substance to any of the four charges put for-
ward by some Members of the House Over-
sight and Government Reform Committee. 
My responses to these allegations can be 
summarized as follows: 

Proposed Article I 
The IRS, under my direction, responded to 

Congressional requests for information with 
a massive production of documents. 

Both TIGTA and DOJ have determined 
that the erasure of disaster recovery tapes 
was an accident. 

No one has even suggested, nor could they 
suggest, that I was somehow personally in-
volved in the erasure of the tapes. 

The IRS has taken steps to prevent a re-
peat of the failure to preserve information. 

Under my direction, the IRS has responded 
comprehensively and in good faith to the 
various subpoenas and document requests 
from the investigating entities. 

Despite historically low levels of funding, 
the IRS incurred more than $20 million in ex-
penses (and devoted more than 160,000 man- 
hours) to collect, review, and produce ap-
proximately 1.3 million pages of documents. 
As part of this massive document produc-
tion, the IRS recovered and produced over 
78,000 emails that were sent or received by 
former IRS Director of Exempt Organiza-
tions Lois Lerner, including over 24,000 
emails from the period affected by Ms. 
Lerner’s hard drive crash. 

The IRS was able to recover such a large 
number of emails by looking in the places 
where it believed the emails were most like-
ly to be found: in the email accounts of IRS 
employees that Ms. Lerner worked with or 
supervised. The IRS’s strategy was to make 
up for any technical or recordkeeping short-
comings that may have existed by pursuing 
a broad, even redundant, document collec-
tion and review effort. 

The erasure of 422 disaster recovery tapes 
at Martinsburg, West Virginia was clearly a 
failure of the IRS’s document preservation 
protocols. The IRS accepts responsibility for 
it, and as detailed in its submissions to Con-
gress, has improved employee training and 
taken other measures to minimize the risk 
that anything like this could ever happen 
again. However, both TIGTA and DOJ agreed 
that the erasure was an accident. As TIGTA 
stated in its investigative report, its exten-
sive interviews ‘‘provided no evidence that 
the IRS employees involved intended to de-
stroy data on the tapes or hard drives in 
order to keep this information from Con-
gress, the DOJ or TIGTA.’’ 

Proposed Article II 

I acted in good faith in my efforts to com-
ply with all Congressional requests related 
to the investigations. 

I testified truthfully and to the best of my 
knowledge in answering questions con-
cerning the search for, and production of, 
emails related to the investigations. 

The IRS only became aware of the acci-
dental erasure of disaster recovery tapes in 
2015, after being notified by TIGTA during 
its investigation of the Lerner hard drive 
crash. 

The allegations that I somehow attempted 
to deceive Congress are unfounded. On June 
20, 2014, I testified to the House Ways and 
Means Committee that ‘‘since the start of 
this investigation, every email has been pre-
served. . . .’’ That was my honest belief at 
the time, as I was not yet aware of the Mar-
tinsburg erasure. 

I only became aware of the erasure in 2015, 
after TIGTA briefed the IRS on the matter. 
On June 23, 2014, I testified to the House 
Oversight and Government Reform Com-
mittee that ‘‘backup tapes from 2011 no 
longer existed because they had been recy-
cled,’’ and that IRS personnel ‘‘went back 
and looked and made sure’’ of this. This was 
my honest belief, based on briefings with IRS 
Information Technology (IT) personnel. 

On March 26, 2014, in testimony to the 
House Oversight and Government Reform 
Committee, I promised to produce ‘‘all of 
Lois Lerner’s emails.’’ As detailed in the dis-
cussion above, the IRS made great efforts to 
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produce all available Lerner emails, con-
ducting a broad search at substantial ex-
pense. The breadth of the IRS’s efforts illus-
trates the good faith underlying the promise 
to comply with the Committee’s request. 

Proposed Article III 
The IRS went to great lengths to cooperate 

with and facilitate the various investiga-
tions into the determination process for tax- 
exempt status. 

The main allegation seems to be that I 
somehow impeded Congressional investiga-
tions by delaying for four months in noti-
fying Congress regarding the Lois Lerner 
hard drive crash. This is inaccurate. It was 
never my intent to impede the investigations 
in any way; to the contrary, the IRS went to 
great lengths to cooperate with and facili-
tate the various investigations. 

It is important to note that the Lerner 
hard drive crash was by no means purposely 
hidden from Congress. Emails discussing the 
hard drive crash were included in the sub-
stantial production of emails to the Congress 
months earlier, in 2013. Documents provided 
included a series of emails to Ms. Lerner in 
2011 from the IRS IT division discussing the 
computer problems she experienced with her 
hard drive crash and IT’s efforts to resolve 
them. 

It was not until February 2014 that agency 
attorneys discovered a problem with Ms. 
Lerner’s emails. The IRS attorneys also did 
not discover this from the e-mail exchanges 
that had been earlier provided to the Con-
gress. Instead, the discovery was made when 
IRS attorneys, who were producing emails 
for the Congressional committees, noticed 
an apparent chronological ‘‘gap’’ in the 
Lerner emails that had already been pro-
vided to Congress in 2013. After making this 
discovery, IRS officials worked to assess 
what happened, determine whether and how 
data was lost, and study how the data might 
be recovered from other sources. 

I first learned the details of the Lerner 
hard drive crash in April 2014, and directed 
IRS personnel to continue the work of deter-
mining the extent of the data loss so that a 
complete description of the problem could be 
provided outside of the IRS. That work iden-
tified 24,000 of Ms. Lerner’s emails from the 
crash period that could be provided to the 
various investigators. When the IRS com-
pleted its assessment of the Lerner email sit-
uation in June 2014, we made a full and time-
ly report to the Congressional committees, 
DOJ and TIGTA. 

Proposed Article IV 
I oversaw a broad document collection and 

review to comply with the investigations. 
The gist of this allegation is that I failed 

to competently oversee the IRS’s response to 
Congressional investigations. There has been 
no suggestion that I denied IRS personnel 
the needed resources nor in any other way 
impeded their efforts to respond to the var-
ied Congressional inquiries. To the contrary, 
as detailed above, the IRS conducted a broad 
document collection and review, producing a 
comprehensive record of the matters under 
investigation, notwithstanding substantial 
technical and resource challenges. I received 
regular reports on the work to complete this 
effort by IRS lawyers and other personnel. 
Much of this work was done during my first 
months on the job. Our goal was to provide 
TIGTA, DOJ, and the Congressional commit-
tees all of the information that they needed 
to advance and ultimately complete their in-
vestigations. 

CONCLUSION 
While the allegations raised by some Mem-

bers of the House Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee are serious and relate to 
acknowledged errors made by the IRS, the 

Constitution reserves the use of impeach-
ment for ‘‘treason, bribery, or high crimes 
and misdemeanors.’’ None of my actions re-
lating to the issues above, viewed in light of 
all the facts, come close to that level. 

I would also note that impeachment has 
been used only on very rare occasions in the 
228-year history of our Constitution. Aside 
from two Presidents, the only impeachment 
of a member of the Executive Branch oc-
curred in 1876. If the Committee were to go 
forward and pursue impeachment in this in-
stance, especially in light of the utter lack 
of support for the allegations, it would set an 
unfortunate precedent, diminishing the abil-
ity of the Federal government to attract ex-
perienced, dedicated people to positions of 
leadership. Some have suggested that my im-
peachment would be an appropriate means of 
holding the IRS accountable for acts of oth-
ers that occurred before I came to the agen-
cy. This approach would make it particu-
larly hard to attract new leaders when they 
are needed most—when a critical agency is 
in crisis following serious mistakes, needing 
both to reform its practices and respond to 
investigations. That would be a great loss for 
the government and for the country. 

I want to be clear that, despite being faced 
with these unwarranted allegations, I remain 
honored to serve as the IRS Commissioner, 
and to lead a group of employees who are as 
dedicated, skillful, energetic and enthusi-
astic as any group I have had the privilege to 
work with. 

Chairman Goodlatte, Ranking Member 
Conyers and Members of the Committee, this 
concludes my statement. 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL 
PARK SERVICE AND UTAH’S 
MIGHTY FIVE NATIONAL PARKS 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, our na-
tional parks play host to abundant ani-
mal life, untouched wilderness, and 
some of the most breathtaking vistas I 
have ever seen. Anyone who has beheld 
the pristine perfection of a mountain 
lake or the verdant green of our valleys 
in springtime can bear witness to the 
magnificent grandeur of America’s nat-
ural landscapes. Today I wish to recog-
nize the National Park Service for its 
indispensable role in preserving both 
the richness and beauty of these lands. 
This year marks the 100th anniversary 
of the National Park Service. On the 
agency’s centennial, I would like to 
thank the thousands of men and 
women who, over many decades, have 
served selflessly to safeguard the maj-
esty of our national parks. 

In commemoration of the Service’s 
100th anniversary, I will be visiting the 
Mighty Five National Parks in my 
home State of Utah next week. The 
Mighty Five play a critical role in 
Utah’s economy, driving the tourism 
industry by attracting millions of visi-
tors to our State each year. Today, I 

would like to pay tribute to the Mighty 
Five National Parks by recognizing the 
beauty and unique history of each. 

Canyonlands National Park—imagine 
wave after wave of deep canyons, tow-
ering mesas, pinnacles, cliffs, and 
spires stretching across 527 square 
miles. This is Canyonlands National 
Park, formed by the currents and trib-
utaries of Utah’s Green and Colorado 
rivers. Canyonlands is home to many 
different types of travel experiences, 
from sublime solitude in the more re-
mote stretches of the park to moderate 
hikes through the Needles district. 

Located just west of Moab and a 
short distance from Arches National 
Park, Canyonlands is wild, wonderful, 
and diverse in its landscapes. Due to 
the park’s massive size, Canyonlands 
has four separate districts, including 
three land districts and the rivers 
themselves, each with their own char-
acteristic landscapes and experiences. 

The area’s earliest known inhab-
itants were Puebloans. After the 
Puebloans, other groups from the Ute, 
Navajo, and Paiutes appeared in the 
area. Ranchers and miners started set-
tling the area in the 1880s, and places 
throughout the park still bear the 
names of some of these early settlers. 

In the late 1950s and early 1960s, 
Bates Wilson, the superintendent of 
Arches National Park, lobbied for a na-
tional park to be created in the 
Canyonlands area. In 1962, Utah Sen-
ator Frank Moss introduced the 
Canyonlands Park bill, and 2 years 
later, President Lyndon B. Johnson 
signed legislation designating 
Canyonlands a National Park. 

Arches National Park—located 
northwest of Moab, Arches is a 73,234- 
acre wonderland of eroded sandstone 
fins, towers, ribs, gargoyles, hoodoos, 
balanced rocks, and, of course, arches. 
The park protects an amazing land-
scape that includes the largest pro-
liferation of arches in the world. Over 
2,000 arches have been catalogued in 
Arches National Park. Landscape Arch, 
measuring 306 fragile feet, is the sec-
ond-longest span in the world. 

The sandstone formations in Arches 
National Park define not only the land-
scape but also its plants and animals. 
The scarce precipitation—8.5 inches an-
nually—extreme temperature ranges, 
and relatively high elevation all con-
spire to limit life among the rocks to 
only species that can adapt to such a 
harsh environment. Elevations at 
Arches range from 3,960 feet along the 
Colorado River to the 5,653-foot Ele-
phant Butte, the park’s high point. A 
pygmy forest of pinon pine and juniper 
covers about half the park; scrubby 
steppe and bare slickrock blanket the 
rest. 

The Arches area was first brought to 
the National Park Service’s attention 
by an employee of a railroad company 
named Frank Wadleigh. Wadleigh vis-
ited Arches at the request of a pros-
pector, who claimed the area had high 
tourist potential because of its scenic 
views. With the support of the National 
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